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Bounty  on  Rushdie  raised  to  $2.5m 


Rushdie;  “cost  of  Jiving 
increase"  in  reward 


By  Michael  Binvon. 

DIPLOMATIC  EDITOR.  AND 
Michael Thkoooulckj  in  Nicosia 

A  SHADOWY  Iranian  foundation 
yesterday  increased  die  reward  for 
die  murder  of  Salman  Rushdie  fay 
$500,000  to  $25  mOtion  (£133 
million)  and  raid  that  even  non* 
Muslims  would  be  eligible  to  collect 
die  bounty. 

Britain  swiftly  denounced  die 
move  as  as  an  “outrageous  infringe¬ 
ment”  of  the  British  author's  funda¬ 
mental  rights  and  rejected  attempts 
by  President  Rafsanjani  to  distance 
hts  Government  from  die  offer. 

The  Foreign  Office  dismissed 


suggestions  that  die  15 .  Khordad 
Foundation,  a  Qom-based  charita¬ 
ble  trust  was  independent  and  said: 
“We  call  on  President  Rafsanjani 
specifically  to  condemn  the  bounty 
and  to  provide  die  European  Union 
with  those  written  assurances  which 
we  seek." 

Mr  Rushdie,  who  has  been  under 
threat  of  death  since  the  late 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  proclaimed  a 
fathxz  over  his  book  The  Satanic 
Verses  on  February  14,  1989, 
described  the  bigger  reward  as  “just 
a  cost  of  living  increase".  But  he  said 
it  showed  how  Europe’s  attempts  to 
negotiate  with  the  “gangster  state" 
had  been  a  complete  failure.  He 


urged  European  politicians  to  stop 
"bending  over  backwards"  to  ap¬ 
pease  Iran. 

In  fact,  relations  between  Iran 
and  the  West  have  taken  a  rapid 
turn  for  the  worse  and  the  EU  is 
about  to  abandon  its  "critical  dia¬ 
logue”  with  Tehran,  believing  chat  it 
has  achieved  nothing. 

President  Rafsanjani  said  yester¬ 
day  that  he  did  not  foresee  any 
easing  in  Tehran's  strained  rela¬ 
tions  with  America,  while  a  senior 
Iranian  official  in  London  said 
Tehran  had  no  time  for  a  dialogue 
with  Europe  and  would  concentrate 
on  feDow  Muslim  countries. 

The  increase  in  the  bounty  was 


announced  in  die  hardline  Jomhuri 
fslami  newspaper,  which  reported 
Ayatollah  Sheikh  Hasran  Sanei,  the 
head  of  the  15  Khordad  Foundation, 
as  saying  thar  anyone  who  killed  the 
"apostate"  writer  could  claim  the 
reward,  including  non-Muslims 
and  his  bodyguards. 

The  International  Rushdie  De¬ 
fence  Committee  said  the  new  offer 
increased  its  concern.  "Obviously 
we  are  alarmed."  the  group's  secre¬ 
tary,  Carmel  Bedford,  said.  But 
Rushdie  denied  reports  that  his 
security  had  already  been  stepped 
up.  It  was  already  tight,  and  there 
was  no  pressure  on  him  to  retreat. 
“My  view  is  that  you  don't  defeat 


such  threats  by  running  away.  It  is 
important  to  show  that  Ofe  goes  on.” 

President  Rafsanjani  insisted  that 
the  foundation’s  move  did  not 
concent  his  Government.  "I  don't 
know  what  their  motive  was.  but  the 
government’s  polity  towards  the 
(Rushdie  affair)  is  the  same  as 
before,  and  one  which  we  have 
repeatedly  announced."  he  said. 

Bur  Britain  has  been  increasingly 
concerned  at  the  level  of  killings  by 
Iranian  agents  overseas,  and  is  now 
pressing  for  a  sharp  signal  to 
Tehran  that  it  must  curb  terrorism. 
Although  not  supporting  the  sanc¬ 
tions  demanded  by  Washington,  the 
Government  has  moved  doser  to 


the  American  view  that  Iran  is  a 
main  sponsor  of  international  ter¬ 
rorism  and  a  danger  to  world  peace. 

Britain’s  condemnation  of  (ran 
over  the  Rushdie  bounty  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  its  European  partners, 
and  the  Government  will  find 
powerful  support  for  a  tougher  line. 
Germany,  in  particular,  is  disillu¬ 
sioned  with  the  results  of  its 
controversial  political  opening  to 
Iran.  Prosecutors  at  a  trial  in  Berlin 
have  accused  the  Iranian  Govern¬ 
ment  of  ordering  the  killings  of 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  6 
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pf  confidence 

/  By  Jdx  Sherman  and  Philip  Webster 


T^Ejfaboar  Party  is  attempt 
m2  %  hany  John  Major  into 
“  /early  general  election  by 
!o  jhdng  a  critical  vote  that 
?  jjuld  in  turn  lead  to  a  confi- 
r jfence  vote. 

y  Labour  will  call  on  Monday 
for  Douglas  Hogg  to  be 
sacked  as  Agriculture  Minis¬ 
ter  over  his  handling  of  the 
BSE  crisis^  If  the  Opposition 
won.  it  it  would  be  under 
pressure  to  hold  a  confidence 
vote  the  nod  day,  possibly 
triggering  a  general  election. 

However,  the  Government 
is  not  yet  in  a  minority  and  so 
should  not  lose  —  even  if  the 
Ulster  Unionists,  who  are 
deeply  unhappy  about  the 
fallout  from  “mad  cow"  dis¬ 
ease,  voted  with  Labour.  Min¬ 
isters  were  confident  last  night 
that  they  would  see  off  the 
threat  by  bringing  all  Conser¬ 
vative  MPs  to  the  Commons. 

A  party,  spokesman  said: 
"Parfiamerit  has  had  ample 
opportunity  to  discuss  this 
issue  and  tire  Government  is 
taking  forward  policies  to  deal 
with  tjes  complicated  issue  in 
a  ;  japnigide  ( manner.  In 
sVarir  ajntrast.  Labour  are 
indulging  in  parliamentary 
gimmicks  and  personality 
politics." 

Labour  would  have  pre¬ 
ferred  to  call  the  vote  after  the 
Wirral  South  by-election  on 
February  27,  when  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  expected  to  go  into 
minority.  But  Monday  is  the 
last  chance  for  an  Opposition- 
day  debate  and  the  Shadow 
Cabinet  decided  last  night  to 
use  it  on  an  issue  that  unites 
most  other  parties  against  the 
Government-  The  motion  wul 
demand  a  cut  in  Mr  Hogg’S 
salary  —  a  device  used  to 
signal  thar  the  minister  should 
be  dismissed. 

Labour  is  relying  on  sup¬ 
port  from  the  Ulster  Union¬ 
ists,  but  it  will  also  need  to  get 
■  at  least  one  Tory  and  all  the 
opposition  parties  votmg  with 
ft  to  win-  If  both  sides  muster 

all  their  ¥11/52 

appeared  little  likelihood  that 

Lorries  trapped 

Scores  of  British  lorry  drivers 

were  hipped  in  Sp^asim 

increasingly  violent  ariketty 
Spanish  trackers  dosed  most 
of  the  country's  northern 
mnfnrwavs — — - ra*c  11 


Chancellor  rejects 
Bank's  rate  call 

Kenneth  Qazke,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor,  •  made  It  dear  that  he . 
attends  to  continue  deling 
-  die  Bank  of  England's  de¬ 
mands  for  higher  interest 
rates.  The  Bank  repeated  ks 
call, for  a  modest  rise  in  rates' 
to  meet  die  Government's 
inflation  target  of  Z5  per  cent 
Unemployment  fell  sharply 
by  67.800  in  January,  leaving 
Britiun's  unemployment  Tate 
at  65  per  cent.  Its  lowest  level 
since  December  1990.  • 

Leading  artide _ _ _ 21 

Clarice  rebuffs  Bank.— — 27 


any  Conservative  would 
desert  the  Government  —  the 
result  would  be  a  tie,  with  the 
Speaker  required  to  exercise 
her  casting  vote  .far  the 
Government 

Labour  strategists  said  last 
night  there  had  been  informal 
talks  with  the  Ulster  Union¬ 
ists.  but  denied  that  they  had 
been  given  any  assurances. 
However  they  are  optimistic 
about  winning  their  support 
on  an  issue  that  has  upset 
many  Ulster  Unionists  with 
farming  constituencies.  “We 
wifi  be  talking  to  the  Unionists 
about  their  concerns  over  the 
next  few  weeks."  a  senior 
Labour  source  said. 

Labour  intends  to  buQd  up 
pressure  cm  the  BSE  issue 
throughout  tins  week,  and  over 
the  weekend,  accusing  the 
Government  of  incompetence. 
John  Prescott;  Labour’s  depu¬ 
ty  leader  will  be  responsible 
for  the  strategy,  which  is  also 
aimed  at  raising  public  indig¬ 
nation  ewer  John  Major's  in¬ 
ability  to  get  the  world  ban  on 
British  beef  lifted. 

Mr  Prescott  said  last  night 
“How  can  a  man  responsible 
-  for  one  of  the  biggest  bills  for 
incompetence  this  country  has 
ever  seen  be  worth  a  Ministe¬ 
rial  salary?  We  will  hold 


Douglas  Hq$g  to  account  for 
the  £3.  billion  his  Govero- 
menl's  incompdsnce  has  cost 
Britain." 

The  nine  Ulster  Unionists 
said  that  they  would  make  a 
derision  an  how  they  would 
vote  at  a  meeting  ju|t  before 
the  division  ad  Mphdky  flight 
They  are  all  objected  to  Vole 
together.  Party  sources  said 
dot  they  were  still  aggrieved 
about  tfie  beef  crisis,  but 
recent  concerns  had  been 
centred  more  on  the  National 
Farmers’  Union  —  which  had 
resisted  mass  slaughter 
than  on  Mr  Hogg’S  ,  perfor¬ 
mance. 

One  source  said  that  the 
party  was  ready  for  a  general 
election  mid  would  not  be 
bothered  if  a  confidence  vote 
was  held  immediately.  “We 
will  have  to  weigh  it  up 
closely." 

However  John  Taylor,  dep¬ 
uty  leader  of  the  party,  later 
made  clear  that  the  price  for 
Ulster  Unionists  support  in  a 
confidence  motion  would  be 
for  the  Government  to  offer 
die  same  terms  for  a  Northern 
Ireland  grand  committee  as 
those  for  the  grand  committee 
for  Wales  and  Scotland. 

■  The  Shadow  Cabinet’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  call  tiie  censure  vote 
came  amid  die  widespread 
assumption  that  Mr  Major 
has  derided  to  call  the  election 
on  May  1.  His  last  opportunity 
for  calling  the  poll  on  March 
20— and  calling  off  the  Wirral 
by-election  —  is  the  middle  of 
next  week,  but  ministers  say 
that  he  now  accepts  that  to  do 
so  would  smack  of  panic. 

Labour  party  sources 
emphasised  last  night  that 
Tony  Blair  would  not  attempt 
a  vote  of  no  confidence  unless 
he  was  certain  that  he  would 
win.  But  he  would  face 
charges  of  cowardice  if  he 
failed  to  do  so  after  a  win  on 
Monday  night. 

Labour  also  pointed  out  that 
the  last  time  a  censure  motion 
against  a  minister  was  suc¬ 
cessful  was  102  years  ago. 


Lucy  Winkett.  die  first  woman  priest  appointed  by  St  Paul's,  on  her  ordination  day 

St  Paul's  row  on  woman  priest 

By  Ruth  Gledhill,  religion  correspondent 


A  CANON  at  St  Paul’s  Cathe¬ 
dral  yesterday  attacked  the 
appointment  of  the  cathedral’s 
first  woman  priest  as  “typical 
of  the  liberal  agenda"  and  said 
he  will  boycott  communion 
services  whenever  the  Rev 
Lucy  Winkett,  29,  is  presiding. 
Canon  John  Halliburton, 
the  chancellor  of  St  Paul’s, 
said:  “1  don’t  believe  her  to  be 
a  priest".  Her  appointment 
brought  “impaired  commu¬ 
nion"  into  the  heart  of  the 
cathedral.  “I  have  nothing 
against  women."  he  added. 
“Their  gender  does  not  worry 


me  at  alL  She  is  a  very  sweet 
girt." 

Canon  Halliburton,  who 
abstained  when  the  cathe¬ 
dral’s  dean  and  chapter  voted 
to  appoint  Miss  Winkett,  said 
his  objection  was  based  on  the 
question  of  authority.  He  be¬ 
lieved  the  Church  of  England 
had  no  right  to  ordain  women 
priests,  when  the  majority  of 
Christendom,  such  as  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  churches,  ordained  men 
only. 

Miss  Winkett’s  appoint¬ 
ment  as  a  minor  canon  at  the 


BT  staff  dial  £10  Concorde  win 


flic  Times  on  Interne*, 
http:/ 1  wwwJherimesxo.uk 


By  Glen  Owen 
anx>  Stephen  Farrell 

TWO  British  Telecom  staff 
working  in  foe  same  office 
were  among  the  1 90  people 
who  beat  30  million  callers  for 
a  British  Airways  offer  of  £10 
Concorde  seats  which  normal¬ 
ly  cost  £5,400. 

Experts  called  for  BT  staff  to 
be  excluded  from  future  ■com- 
.pettbons,  dainring  that  some 
might  have  access  to  inside 
information  which  could  im¬ 
prove  their  chances. 

But  British  Telecom  saw 
Tuesdays  call-in  offer  was  a 


genuine  “lottery”  with  callers 
given  an  equal  chance  to  win. 
A  spokesman  said  there  would 
hot  be  an  investigation  with¬ 
out  evidence  of  wrongdoing. 

One  of  the  BT  winners, 
Neville  Secular,  25,  a  comput¬ 
er  operator  based  in  Offices  at 
Halbom,  central  London,  in¬ 
sisted  he  had  simply  dialled  in 
the  usual  way. 

"I  tried  the  number  a  couple 
of  times  before  10  o'clock  but 
they  were  playing  a  recorded 
message  telling  roe  to  call 
later.  I  put  the  speaking  dock 
on,  so  I  knew  eractiy  when  to 
try  again,  using  the  redial 
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button  on  my  phone."  he  said, 
adding  that  his  colleague  had 
done  likewise.  "Some  might 
think  that  we  found  some  way 
round  it,  but  it  is  not  true.  My 
colleague  is  not  in  today,  he  is 
probably  getting  ready  to 
pack,"  said  Mr  Secular,  who 
will  fly  out  with  his  fiancee, 
Helen  McCarthy,  on  Valen¬ 
tine's  Day. 

Of  the  30  million  attempted 
calls  recorded  by  British  Air¬ 
ways  switchboard  between 
9pm  and  midnight,  20  million 
were  made  between  9.50  and 
10.15.  Two  million  calls  came 
from  abroad. 
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“ Cancel  the  pizza  — 
levs  have  a  Chinese " 


cathedral  was  defended  by  the 
Dean,  the  Very  Rev  Dr  John 
Moses,  who  joined  the  cathe¬ 
dral  staff  last  November  after 
the  retirement  of  the  late  Dr 
Eric  Evans,  a  traditionalist. 
Dean  Moses  said  he  was  a 
supporter  of  women  priests, 
but  added:  “We  are  not  play¬ 
ing  gender  politics.  We  ap¬ 
pointed  her  because  she  was 
the  best  candidate  for  the 
post." 

Dr  Moses,  who  confessed  to 
being  "almost  tone  deaf",  said 
it  was  Miss  Minkettts  remark- 

Continoed  on  page  2.  col  1 


England  lose 
vital  World 
Cup  game 

ENGLAND  faltered  in  their 
campaign  to  qualify  for  the 
World  Cup  last  night  when 
they  lost  0-1  to  Italy  at  Wem¬ 
bley.  Zola  scored  after  18 
minutes.  Despite  almost  con¬ 
stant  pressure  in  the  second 
half  England  failed  to  break 
through. 

England  still  head  group  2 
but  they  have  played  a  game 
more  than  Italy,  who  have  the 
same  number  of  points. 

Match  report  page  52 
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Soldier  killed 
at  checkpoint 
by  IRA  sniper 

By  Nicholas  Watt,  chief  Ireland  correspondent 


AN  IRA  sniper  killed  a  soldier 
and  injured  a  woman  civilian 
in  the  bonder  village  of 
Bessbrook.  Co  Armagh,  last 
night 

The  soldier  died  after  he 
was  strode,  by  a  single  high- 
velocity  round  as  he  manned  a 
vehicle  checkpoint  in  the  pre¬ 
dominantly  Protestant  village, 
which  houses  a  large  security 
base.  He  was  taken  to  the 
Daisy  HOI  Hospital  in  Newiy, 
Co  Down,  where  he  was 
declared  dead. 

The  woman,  who  suffered 
head  cuts  as  she  drove 
through  the  checkpoint,  was 
also  taken  to  the  hospital,  but 
her  condition  was  described  as 
not  serious.  A  nine-year-old 
boy  and  a  second  woman  were 
treated  for  shock. 

The  victim  was  the  first 
soldier  to  be  shot  dead  fry  the 
IRA  in  Northern  Ireland  for 
three  years  and  the  second  to 
be  murdered  fay  the  terrorists 
since  the  IRA  ceafefireended  a 
year  ago. 

The  shooting  was  immed¬ 
iately  condemned  by  the 
Prime  Ministers  of  both  Brit¬ 
ain  and  Ireland  and  by  the 
Northern  Ireland  Secretary. 
John  Major  said:  “How  many 


more  victims  must  there  be 
before  the  evil  men  responsi¬ 
ble  recognise  the  utter  futility 
of  their  terrorism?  Meanwhile 
the  total  hypocrisy  of  Sinn 
Fein’s  talk  of  peace  is  yet  again 
folly  exposed. 

"Let  me  make  two  promises 
tonight:  there  will  be  no  hiding 
place  for  the  culprits — none  at 
all  —  and  I  will  not  be 
deflected  from  the  real  search 
for  a  lasting  settlement  and 
peace  in  Northern  Ireland." 

John  Bruton,  foe  Irish 
Prime  Minister,  said  foe  kill¬ 
ing  was  an  outrage,  adding: 
“Hie  IRA  campaign  is  anti- 
Irish  and  contrary  to  the 
inrerests  of  all  in  Ireland." 

Sir  ’  Patrick  Mayhew  de¬ 
scribed  the  shooting  as  a 
“coward’s  attack"  which  point¬ 
ed  up  the  cynical  contrast 
between  words  of  peace  and 
crimes  of  terrorism.  He  added 
that  the  IRA  showed  wanton 
indifference  to  their  victims. 

The  shooting  came  after  a 
series  of  mortar  and  grenade 
attacks  on  the  security  forces, 
which  the  IRA  said  last  week 
was  not  a  phoney  war.  The 
terrorists  also  said  that  a  new 
ceasefire  was  “most  unlikely" 
before  the  general  election. 
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I  will  do  such  things,  — 

What  they  are  yet  l  know  not ,  —  bur 
they  shall  be 

The  terrors  of  the  earth.  . 


Jeremy  Hanley.  Minister  of  State  at 
the  Foreign  Office,  makes  an  unlike¬ 
ly  King  Lear  —  he  is  about  as  tragic 
as  roast  beef  and  Yorkshire  pudding 
—  but  found  himself  in  need  of  such 
an  imprecation  yesterday.  He  was 
challenged  to  say  what  Britain 
would  do  if  China  tears  up  the  Basic 
Law  safeguards  Britain  has  agreed 
with  China  for  the  protection  of 
Hong  Kong. 

Commons  rumblings  about  Gov¬ 
ernor  Patten's  democratisation  have 
virtually  ceased.  Opinion  at  West¬ 
minster  is  hardening  in  his  support. 


As  M  Ps  see  ft,  by  setting  up  a  puppet 
legislature  for  Hong  Kong,  Beijing 
has  put  itself  beyond  the  pale.  MPs 
look  beyond  June  30,  fear  the  worst 
and  wonder  how  they  will  answer 
the  question  “What  did  you  do 
before  the  Atrocities,  Daddy,  to 
support  democracy?"  So  they  came 
to  Foreign  Office  Questions  and 
wave  their  tiny  fists  at  the  People’s 
Republic. 

"Everybody  here  expects  China  to 
honour  its  obligations,”  said  Labour 
spokesman  Derek  Fatdiett  What 
would  the  Government  do  about 
Chinese  misbehaviour? 

“I  made  a  formal  protest  to  the 
Chinese  Ambassador  last  Thurs¬ 
day.'’  declared  Mr  Hanley,  stoutly. 
One  was  reassured,  of  course.  Still, 
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one  reflected  that,  after  many  mil¬ 
lennia  of  earthquakes,  after  the 
Mongol  hordes  and  the  Great  Wall, 
after  the  Opium  Wars,  the  sacking 
of  Shanghai,  the  Long  March  and 
the  Cultural  Revolution,  it  did  seem 
just  possible  that  China  might  nor 
crumble  in  the  face  of  a  protest  from 
Mr  Jeremy  Hanley  last  Thursday. 

Mr  Hanley  is  a  rather  good 
Minister  of  State:  cheery,  decent 
sounding,  well-briefed  and  enthusi¬ 
astic.  But  it  never  quite  escapes  our 
suspicion  that  he  may  have  missed 


his  m&tieras  a  jolly  television  figure 
in  a  white  apron,  advertising  Ber¬ 
nard  Matthews  Norfolk  Turkeys, 
perhaps,  or  Bisto  gravy  mot,  or  Pto» 
stuffing.  The  drought  of  the  Chinese 
Ambassador  quailing  before  him 
and  promising  to  reverse  Beijing’s 
policy  towards  Hong  Kong  took  % 
little  getting  used  to. 

The  mournfully  .expert  David 
Howell  (C,  Guildford)  reminded 
Hanley  that  Britain's  1984  agree¬ 
ment  with  China  guaranteed  Hong 
Kong's  system  of  government  What 


steps  was  Britain  taking  to  insist  on 
this?  These  were  important  prob¬ 
lems.  said  Mr  Hanley,  sturdily,  "ft 
is  right  that  we  query  them  —  and 
query  them  with  great  resolver 

Indeed.  In  our  mind’s  eye  we 
pictured  the  scene  in  the  Forbidden 
City  as  messengers  arrive  with 
momentous  news  from  the  West; 
“Grim  tidings  from  Ronddn,  your 
exerrency.  Mister  Hanrey  is  query¬ 
ing  with  great  resolve.” 

Noticing  that  Mr  Howell  looked 
unconvinced  by  this  assurance,  the 
minister  added:  “We  will  continue  to 

press  the  Chinese.”  That’s  all  right, 
then.  Even  as  he  spoke,  we  could 
sense  the  Hong  Kong  dollar  surge 
an  the  foreign  exchanges. 

David  Evans  (C.  Welwyn  and 


Hatfield)  picked  on  an  easier  foe. 

.  Assuring  us  that  “while  the  Conser¬ 
vatives  are  In  office,  the  Union  Jack 
will  continue  to  fly  over  Gibraltar1.", 
Mr  Evans  accused  Labour  f'tha.t  lot 
over  "there”)  of  planning  to  "give 
away  the  Rock  and  its  monkeys” 
Spain.  “But  it  takes  a  monkey 
recognise  one!"  yelled  the  MP. 
mysteriously.  ■ 

What  could  Ke  mean?  Was  self- 
knowledge  dawning,  at  last,  on  Mr 
Evans?  Labours  Andrew  Mackm- 
lay  suggested  that  Gibraltar  should 
elect  an  MP  at  Westminster. -It 
struck  us  that,  should  the  apes  wish 
to  send  us  a  representative,  no  new 

election  is  necessary.  The  good 
people  of  Welwyn  have  sent  one 
already. 


Albright  postpones 
symbolic  meeting 
with  Ulster  Secretary 


From  Bronwen  Maddox 

IN  WASHINGTON 

and  Nicholas  Watt 


A  MEETING  between  Made¬ 
leine  Albright,  the  US  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  and  Sir  Patrick 
Mayhew,  the  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  Secretary,  which  was 
scheduled  for  next  week  to 
discuss  the  peace  process,  now 
appears  unlikely  to  take  place. 

The  meeting  was  postponed 
after  a  report  in  The  Times 
That  President  Clinton  was 
about  to  make  a  decisive  shift 
in  his  policy  on  Northern 
Ireland.  It  said  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  meeting  with  Sir  Patrick 
was  intended  to  give  more 
emphasis  to  backing  the  Brit¬ 
ish  and  Irish  Governments 
while  slapping  down  Jean 
Kennedy  Smith,  the  American 
Ambassador  to  Ireland. 

White  House  officials 
emphasised  yesterday  that 
Nonhem  Ireland  will  be  high 
on  the  agenda  when  Ms  Al¬ 
bright  meets  John  Major  on 
Tuesday.  But  ministers  were 
disappointed  that  the  US  Ad¬ 
ministration  had  backed  away 
from  a  symbolically  important 
meeting  with  Sir  Patrick, 
However,  senior  government 
figures  said  that  they  re- 
.raained  confident  of  a  marked 
shift  in  support  for  the  British 
stance  in  dealing  with  Sinn 
Fein  and  the  IRA. 

A  spokesman  said:  "The 
request  for  the  meeting  came 
from  the  American  side  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  was 
quite  willing  to  meet  Ms 


Kennedy  Smith:  stays 
as  Dublin  ambassadoi 


lor 


Albright.  Now  the  American 
side  are  saying  that  their 
schedule  in  London  is  too 
tight.  We  are  still  looking 
forward  to  a  meeting  with  Ms 
Albright  as  soon  as  it  is 
possible.” 

Clinton  Administration  of¬ 
ficials  were  anxious  yesterday 
to  dismiss  reports  that  they 
had  begun  to  adopt  a  more 
wary  approach  towards  the 
aspirations  of  Sinn  Fein,  tile 
political  wing  of  the  IRA  But 
there  have  also  been  indica¬ 
tions  that  they  are  inhaled  by 
a  series  of  reports  in  British 
newspapers  critical  of  Ameri¬ 
can  officials  involved  in  the 


peace  process. 

White  House  officials  said 
yesterday  that  the  peace  pro¬ 
cess  was  close  to  Mr  Clinton's 
heart  and  that  "it  remains  the 


President's  policy,  no  one 
rise’s".  Primary  responsibility 
for  the  policy  would  remain 
with  the  National  Security 
Council  rather  than  the  State 
Department. 

The  Irish  Government, 
which  pressed  for  Jean  Kenne¬ 
dy  Smith  to  remain  as  Ambas¬ 
sador  to  Dublin  after  The 
Times  reported  that  she  was  to 
be  moved,  yesterday  wel¬ 
comed  the  news  that  she 
would  remain  at  her  post.  A 
government  spokesman  said: 
“Mrs  Kennedy  Smith  has 
been  part  of  an  administration 
that  has  been  very  supportive 
of  the  Irish  Government  in  its 
efforts  to  bring  peace  to  North¬ 
ern  Ireland.  She  enjoys  the 
support  and  confidence  of  the 
Government" 

The  “green  lobby"  swung 
into  action  in  her  support  on 
bath  sides'of  the  Atlantic  after 
The  Times  reported  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  was  planning  to 
replace  her.  John  Bruton,  Ire¬ 
land's  Prime  Minister,  sang 
her  praises  in  its  parliament 
as  his  Government  pressed  for 
her  to  remain  in  Dublin.  Irish 
diplomats  in  Washington  reit¬ 
erated  the  Taoiseach’s  re¬ 
marks  and  made  dear  to  the 
Administration  that  Dublin 
saw  the  ambassador’s  core, 
tacts  with  Sinn  Fein  as  a  key 
element  in  trying  to  rebuild 
the  peace  process.  . 

The  diplomatic  efforts  were 
strengthened  by  Irish-Ameri- 
cans  on  Capitol  Hill  Who 
threw  their  weight  behind 
President  Kennedy's  younger 


Taxon 
utilities 
is  legal, 
says  QC 


By  Philip  Webster 
POUTICAJL  EDITOR 


Madeleine  Albright  will  discuss  Northern  Ireland  when  she  meets  Mr  Major 


sister.  Peter  King,  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  congressfhan.  ques¬ 
tioned  Ms  Albright  about  Mrs 
Kennedy  Smith- at  a  congres¬ 
sional  hearing  on  Tuesday. 
The  new  Secretary  of  State 
highlighted  the  power  of  the 


“green  lobby”  when  she  re¬ 
sponded  that  Mrs^  Kennedy 
Smith  was  not  being  recalled: 
The  ambassador  made  . -dear 
on  Tuesday  that  She  Wanted  to 
remain  in  Dublin  when,  after 
a  meeting  at  the  Department 


of  Pareign  Affairs  with  Dick 
Spaing,  die  Dqroty  Prime 
Minister,  she  said:  “If  the 
President  would  like  me  to 
stay.  1  would  love  to  stay." 


Leading  article,  page  21 


Row  at  St  Paul’s 


Continued  from  page  I 
able  ability  as  a  soprano 
singer  which  made  her  the 
strongest  candidate  of  the  16 
who  applied.  All  other  candi¬ 
dates  were  men. 

Miss  Winketr,  who  comes 
from  a  churchgoing  family  in 
Chalfont  St  Peter,  Bucking¬ 
hamshire  and  whose  fianoe 
was  killed  in  a  climbing 
accident,  is  to  take  up  her  post 
from  September.  Ordained 
priest  six  months  ago  after 
training  at  Queen’S  theologi¬ 
cal  college.  Birmingham,  she 
is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
most  promising  of  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  women  ordained 
since  Easter  1994.  She  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  recent  BBC 
documentary  The  Calling 
about  life  at  a  theological 
college. 

Current!)’  serving  out  her 
two-year  curacy  irr  the 
Chelmsford  diocese,  she  came 
to  the  attention  of  Dean  Moses 
in  his  former  appointment  as 
Provost  of  Chelmsford  Cathe¬ 
dral.  Miss  Winketr,  who  read 
history  at  Selwyn  College. 
Cambridge,  and  studied  for  a 


year  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Music,  is  curate  at  St  Mi¬ 
chael's.  little  Ilford  in  New¬ 
ham.  east  London,  where  her 
rector,  the  Rev  John  Whitwell. 
said:  "She  is  an  outstanding 
person  and  an  outstanding 
priest  and  will  go  far." 

Her  appointment  to  St 
Paul’s  marks  her  as  one  of  the 
church's  rising  stars.  Should 
the  church  ever  agree  to 
women  bishops;  Miss  Winkett 
is  certain  to  be  in  the  running. 

Her  duties  will  include  help¬ 
ing  to  order  services,  dealing 
with  special,  one-off  services 
and  events.  leading  the  sing¬ 
ing  at  evensong  and  and 
serving  as  chaplain  to  the 
choir  school.  She  will  regular¬ 
ly  take  one  of  the  14  weekly 
communion  service,  plus  oth¬ 
er  services. 

This  will  not  be  the  first  time 
a  woman  has  celebrated  com¬ 
munion  at  Sr  Paul's.  The 
cathedral  already  has  two 
women  prebendaries,  who  are 
honorary  canons,  and  women 
priests  from  die  London  dio¬ 
cese  occasionally  preside  at  a 
lunchtime  communion. 


Bounty 


Continued  from  page  1 
three  Kurdish  dissidents  and 
if  the  verdict,  expected  soon, 
directly  implicates  the  Iran¬ 
ian  Government,  the  Elf  poli¬ 
cy  of  "critical  dialogue"  could 
become  untenable. 

That  policy  was  launched 
at  the  Edinburgh  summit  in 
1992  when  Iran  appeared 
eager  to  pnt  the  Rushdie  case 
behind  it  and  woo  the  Euro¬ 
peans.  Tehran  promised  not 
to  send  any  hit  squads  to  kill 
Mr  Rushdie,  and  offered 
some  countries  specific  guar¬ 
antees  that  no  attempt  would 
be  made  to  kill  him  or  his 
publishers  on  their  territory. 

Agreement  broke  down, 
however,  because  Tehran  re¬ 
fused  to  lift  the  fatwa,  insist¬ 
ing  that  a  religious  edict  by 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  could 
not  be  repealed.  Britain  be¬ 
lieves  the  "critical  dialogue" 
has  failed  because  Iran  has 
not  changed  its  policy  in 
three  vital  areas:  the  Rushdie 
case,  human  rights  and  ter¬ 
rorism,  and  the  attempt  to 
acquire  midear  weapons. 


MI5  believes  Rushdie  will 
never  be  free  from  threat 


By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


Leading  article,  page  21 


SALMAN  RUSHDIE  will 
never  be  free  of  the  threat  of 
murder,  even  if  the  Iranian 
Government  officially  lifts  the 
fatwa  issued  on  February  14, 
1989.  according  to  security 
sources. 

The  level  of  threat  faced  by 
the  author  of  The  Satanic 
Verses  is  assessed  by  MIS.  He 
is  guarded  by  Scotland  Yard's 
Special  Branch  in  an  opera¬ 
tion  that  has  so  far  cost  more 
than  E7  million. 

Since  the  fatwa  was  de¬ 
clared.  there  has  been  a  num¬ 
ber  of  statements  from  leading 
figures  in  the  Iranian  Govern¬ 
ment  which  have  appeared  to 
indicate  that  Tehran  no  longer 
approves  of  the  death  sen¬ 
tence.  These  statements  have 
not  altered  the  view  of  those 
responsible  for  protecting  the 
author  that  he  will  always  be 
vulnerable  to  attack.  Rushdie, 
who  cannot  stay  at  one  ad¬ 


dress  for  long  periods,  has 
admitted  thar  the  security  has 
become  "a  nuisance". 

The  Foreign  Office  monitors 
every  statement  from  Iranian 
leaders  to  gauge  the  status  of 
the  fatwa.  In  April  1993  Nateq 
Nouri.  who  at  the  time  was 
Speaker  of  the  Iranian  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  is  now  tipped  to  be 
elected  President  in  June,  said: 
"Iran  neither  had  nor  has  any 
intention  of  sending  comman¬ 
dos  to  kill  the  apostate  Salman 
Rushdie.” 

This  was  endorsed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Rafsanjani  later  that  year 
in  an  interview  with  Time 
magazine.  In  October  1993. 
however.  Wilhem  Nygaard, 
the  Norwegian  publisher  of 
The  Satanic  Verses,  was 
wounded  by  gunfire: 

The  following  year  the  Iran¬ 
ian  Ambassador  to  Oslo  re¬ 
peated  the  official  policy  that 
commandos  would  not  be  sent 


from  Tehran  to  kill  Rushdie, 
but  he  added  that  every  Mus¬ 
lim  was  duty  bound  to  kill  the 
author  “whenever  and  wher¬ 
ever  he  is  able  to  do  so". 

The  ambassadors  remarks 
appeared  in  a  letter  to  the 
Norwegian  Foreign  Ministry. 
He  was  subsequently  recalled 
to  Tehran,  indicating  that  he 
had  gone  too  far. 

In  April  1995,  President 
Rafsanjani  explicitly  stated  at 
a  news  conference  in  New 
Delhi  that  Iran  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  sending  death  squads 
to  kill  Rushdie.  This  was 
interpreted  by  some  in  the 
West  as  a  sign  that  Tehran 
was  moving  towards  lifting 
the  fatwa.  But  the  fears  of  tile 
intelligence  services  were  un¬ 
derlined  when  the  head  of  the 
Iranian  judiciary  said  last 
April  that  a  Muslim  would 
cany  out  the  fatwa  "sooner  or 
later". 


THE  Labour  leadership  last 
night  published  independent 
advice  stating  that  its  pro¬ 
posed  “windfall  tax"  on 
privatised  utilities  is  legal.  The 
move  was  meant  to  remove 
any  doubts  about  its  plans  to 
raise  £5  billion  to  put  250,000 
young  people  into  work. 

The  cornerstone  of  Labour’s 
economic  policy  appeared  to 
be  intact  after  Gordon  Brown, 
tiie  Shadow  Chancellor,  re¬ 
versed  his  previous  refusal  to 
reveal  the  reasons  for 
Labour’s  confidence  that  the 
tax  is  legal. 

In  an  eight-page  opinion. 
Michael  Bdoff,  QC,  one  of  the 
Bar's  most  respected  figures 
and  President  of  Trinity  Coll¬ 
ege,  Oxford,  concludes  that 
the  windfall  tax  could  not 
attract  a  challenge  under  do¬ 
mestic  law;  that  it  should  not 
attract  a  challenge  under 
European  law  but  mat  if  it  did 
the  challenge  would  fail:  and 
that  it  would  withstand  any 
challenge  which  might  come 
under  the  European  Conven¬ 
tion  on  Human  Rights. 

In  a  further  blow  to  utility 
leaders  who  have  threatened 
court  action.  Mr  Beloff  con¬ 
cluded  that  there '  was  no 
prospect  of  a  possible  lengthy 
application  to  European 
courts  delaying  the  introduc- 
tfoiTof  the  tax.  The  tax  woqjd 
therefore  go  ahead  in  Labours 
first  Budget  if  the  party  etoge 
to  power,  and  would  be  app¬ 
lied  to  all  the  privatised  utili¬ 
ties,  the  leadership  made  plain 
last  night  Other  privatised 
industries,  such  as  British 
Airways,  will  not  be  covered. 

The  Tories  and  some  utility 
leaders  had  pinned  their 
hopes  on  an  opinion  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  rightwing  think 
tank.  Aims  of  Industry,  which 
had  warned  the  tax  could 
generate  challenges.  That  ad¬ 
vice,  commissioned  from  Ger¬ 
ald  Barling,  QC  an  expert  in 
European  law,  said  it  was 
Kkdy  That  “there  will  be  legal 
challenges  based  on  respect¬ 
able  grounds”  although  it  did 
not  say  they  would  win. 

Under  Mr  Brown's  propos¬ 
als,  Labour  will  offer  every 
young  person  a  choice  of  four 
options  instead  of  benefit 

□  Employers  taking  on  long¬ 
term  unemployed  under  25 
will  be  offered  a  £60  a  week 
tax  rebate  for  six  months. 

□  Volunta  ry  organisations 
will  be  able  to  pay  a  weekly 
wage  equivalent  to  their  bene¬ 
fit  plus  a  fixed  sum  for  a  year. 

□  Young  people  without  basic 
qualifications  will  have  the 
option  of  studying  fulltime  on 
an  approved  course  while 
keeping  their  benefit 

□  They  could  work  on 
Labours  proposed  environ¬ 
mental  task  force,  paid  a 
weekly  wage  equivalent  to 
their  benefit  for  six  months. 


Education 


best  remedy 


for  bigotry 


says  Major 


Pro-Europe  cash 


The  European  Movement 
has  secured  a  050,000  grant 
from- fire  European  Commis¬ 
sion  to  promote  the  benefits 
of  .EU  membership.  In  a 
move  likely  to  anger  Tory 
Eurosceptics,  the  pressure 
group  wffl  launch  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  tell  voters  what  they 
can  gatn  from  Europe. 


Vetting  tightened 


MPs  have  been  given  details 
of  stricter  vetting  of  private 
sector  applicants  for  White¬ 
hall  posts.  They  had  sought 
assurances  after  the  depar¬ 
ture  last  year  of  Chris  Green 
as  chief  executive  of  English 
Heritage  amid  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  "alleged  administra¬ 
tive  irregularities". 

CJD  aid  denied 


Uja  AndrewsAwhose  mother 
died  of  CrentzfeUjJakob  dis¬ 
ease.  the  h  umanjjv:  I  of 
BSE,  abandoneiKHbliin  for 
compensation 
eminent 

being  refused  legal1  ^ 
claimed  ministers  had  i 
tire  public  by  saying  that ; 
was  safe  to  eat 


Relate  boycott 


Masqood  Chawdhcry.  chair-' 
man  of  the  Institute  of  Islam¬ 
ic  Studies  in  Nottingham, 
called  for  a  boycott  of  rela¬ 
tionship  lessons  for  the  city's 
teenagers  being  tried  out  by 
Relate.  He  said:  "This  is 
totally  offensive.  Children 
should  be  given  advice  in 
their  homes." 


E.coli  fear 


A  woman  aged  83  from 
Cairnie  Lodge,  the  Arbroath 
nursing  home  at  the  centre  of 
a  new  E.coli  outbreak,  is 
desperately  ill  in  hospitaL 
Two  other  residents  have 
died  in  the  outbreak  which 
has  affected  22  Arbroath 
people.  19  connected  with  the 
nursing  home. 


Car  kills  sisters 


Two  elderly  sisters  died  in 
Wolverhampton  yesterday 
after  a  Porsche  mounted  the 
pavement  andhit  them.  The 
car  driver,  a  youth  of  18  from 
Wednesfidd,  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton,  was  arrested  at  the  scene 
and  was  being  interviewed  by 
police.  The  ear  was  not  said  to 
have  been  stolen. 


£32,200  for  VC 


A  Victoria  Cross  awarded  to 
a  Royal  Navy  petty  officer 
during  the  First  World  War 
sold  for  E3Z200.  The  medal 
was  awarded  to  Ernest 
Peteher  For  bis  courage 
aboard  a  Q  ship  —  an  armed 
merchant  vessel  used  to  lure 
German  U-boats  to  their 
destruction. 
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The  Prime  Minister  met 
Britain's  Jewish  leaders  last 
night  and  pledged  his  per¬ 
sonal  commitment  to  ending 
racial  intolerance. 

Mr  Major,  who  has  been 
wooing  the  ethnic  vote  in  the 
nm-up  to  the  election,  was  at 
a  dinner  to  raise  foods  for  the 
Board  of  Deputies  of  British 
Jews.  He  praised  the  role  of 
the  Jewish  community  but 
declined  to  give  any  commit¬ 
ment  on  legislation  on  Holo¬ 
caust  denial  amid  calls  that  it 
be  made  a  criminal  offence. 

Mr  Major,  referring  to  the 
Holocaust  after  Tony  Blair 
indicated  that  a  Labour  gov¬ 
ernment  might  be  prepared 
to  legislate,  said:  "Such  bigot¬ 
ry  is  best  confronted  with 
calm  reason  and  education." 
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Buy  our  bundle.  Save  a  packet 
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£100 
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Chemists  linked  to  over-prescribing,  says  report 


GPs  ‘making  thousands 


'  By  Richard  Ford 


A  _  THRIVING  network  of 
private  doctors  is  making 
huge  sums  of  money  by 
overprescribing  illegal  drugs 
to  patients  who  then  sell  them 
(to  the  open  market,  a  Hoik 
Office  '  study  disclosed 
yesterday. 

Same  private  doctors  in 
London  receive  an  income  of 
more  than  £100.000  a  year  by 
overprescribing  or  prescribing 
inappropriate  combinations  of 
drugs,  including  methadone 
arid  amphetamines. 

The  report  adds:  “There  are 
increasing  numbers  of  private 
doctors  who  prescribe  to  drug 
users,  and  increasingly  overt 
advertising  of  services.  Private 
pTescribers  range  from  highly 
committed  professionals  to  the 
venaL 

“For  a  very  small  minority 
of  private  doctors,  prescribing 
regimes  seem  to  be  driven  by 
com/nerd  al  considerations. 
Large  sumsof  money  are  to  be 
made  easily  by  issuing  repeat 
prescriptions  on  a  weekly 
basis  to  dependent  drugs 
users* 

The  report.  Tackling  Local 
Drug  Markets,  found  that 
some  doctors  in  London 
charged  drug  users  a  £5 
weekly  consultation  fee.  which 
was  paid  before  a  prescription 
was  issued.  A  few  doctors’ 
names  were  regularly  men¬ 
tioned  by  users  -  and  staff 
working  in  drug-abuse  agen¬ 
cies  and  two  separate  sources 


OXFORD  University  is  in¬ 
vestigating  claims  (hat  a 
blackmailer  k  targeting 
students  by  threatening  to 
report  item  for  taking 
drags  (David  .  Charter 
writes).  One  student  has 
banded  over  £20  to  a  man 
who  called  at  Iris  college 
room  and  said  that  he  had 
proof  the  student  smoked 
cannabis.  Students  at  four 
colleges  are  belie  red  to 
have  been  approached. 

Neill  Coleman,  the  Stu¬ 
dent  Union's  welfare  of¬ 


ficer,  said:  “One  person 
has  handed  money  oner  to 
my  knowledge,  but  of 
course  there  may  have 
been  other  Instances  whidi 
.  have  gone  nnreported. 

“It  would  be  difficult  to 
betieve  be  docs  have  proof 
tint  these  people  smoke 
cannabis:  He  is  just  play¬ 
ing  On  (heir  fears."  . 

A  university  spokeswom¬ 
an  said  that  its  proctors, 
flic  staff  who  act  as  Els 
internal  poBcc  force,  were 
investigating  the  Hafmc 


told  tiie  researchers,  from  the 
South  Baric  University,  that 
some  doctors  had  200  depen¬ 
dent  drug  users  an  their  lists. 

The  study  said  that  leakage 
from  the  private  prescription 
system  was  the  main  source  of 
supply  of  pharmaceutical 
drugs  in  the  capital.  “Several 
of  our  respondents  were  being 
prescribed  more  drugs  than 
they  needed  and  were  selling 
the  surplus  in  pharmaceutical 
markets,”  it  said,  “The  sales 
covered  the  cost  of  prescrip¬ 
tions  and  consultancy  fees.”  . 

The  report  demands  action 
to  stop  overprescribing,  pres¬ 
sure  on  pharmacies  to  stop 
giving  credit  for  controfled- 
prescription  drugs  and  that 
pharmacists  be  encouraged  to 
question  customers  about  pre¬ 
scriptions  for  large  amounts  of 


Queen  gives  blessing  to 
royal  succession  debate 


By  James  Iandale  and  Alan  Hamilton 


THE  Queen  has  given  her 
permission  to  Lord  Archer  of 
Weston-Super-Mare  to  press 
ahead  with  his  Bill  to  end  sex 
discrimination  in  the  laws  of 
Royal  succession,  in  a  written 
message  read  out  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  the  Queen,  said  she 
would  not  let  tile  Royal  Pre¬ 
rogative  "stand  in  tfjepnqT  of 
the  measure. .  . 

The  Succession  to  .  the 
Crown  Bill  would  avffhe  law 
of  royal  primogeniture  and  . 
.  place  a  monarch's  daughter 
first  in  line  to  the  throne  if  she 
were  the  eldest  child.  At 
present,  the  eldest  son  is 
automatically  heir,  even  if  he 
has  an  elder  sister.  A  daughter 
succeeds  only  if  she  hasno 
brothers,  and  if  none  erf  her 
brothers'  descendants  are 
living. 

If  the  Bill  became  law,  it 
would  not  have  any  impact 
until  andff  Prince  William  has 
children  and  then  only  if  the 
first  child  is  a  girl. 

.  Buckingham  Palace  said 
last  night  that  the  Queen's 
consent  to  Lord  Archer’s  pro¬ 
posal  was  purely  a  formality, 
and  as  head  of  state  she  was 


Archer,  delighted  with 
the  Queen’s  reply 


bound  by  convention  to  allow 
debate  an  a  constitutional 
issue.  The  Palace  emphasised 
that  tiie  Queen’s  signature  did 
not  in  any  way  indicate  her 
personal  support  for,  or  disap¬ 
proval  oL  tite  measure.  . 

The  Queen  and  her  senior 
advisers  have  no  objection  in 
principle  to  a  change  in  foe 
law  of  primogeniture  affecting 
the  succession  to  the  throne. 


Irish  to  play  British 
anthem  before  game 


especially  as  the  issue  is  likely 
to  remain  theoretical  until  wdl 
into  the  next  century.  Given 
the  choice,  however,  the  Pal¬ 
ace  would  have  preferred  the 
matter  to  be  raised  in  a  Bill 
from  tile  Government  rather 
than  a  backbencher.  They  are 
confident  however,  that  such 
a  proposal  would  be  likely  to 
reach  tiie  Statute  book  only 
with  government  support 

Alter  going  ’  through  '  the 
formality  of  a  first  reading  in 
two  weeks  time,  the  Bfll  is 
likely  to  come  up  for  a  sub- 
stantial  debate  at  second  read¬ 
ing  in  mid-March.  However, 
tiie  measure  is  unlikely  to 
become  law.  Not  ottiy  is  there 
not  enough  parliamentary 
time  before  the  election  for  the 
Bfll  to  pass  through  both 
Houses,  but  also  many  heredi¬ 
tary  peers  see  tiie  move  as  a 
threat  to  their  own  succession 
laws.  The  Lords  traditionally 
do  not  oppose  Bills  at  second 
reading. 

Viscount  Ridley,  the  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Household, 
announced  the  Queen's  reply 
at  the  start  of  business  in  the 
lords  yfcsterday  despite  Lord 
Archer's  absence  from  the 
chamber.  Lord  Ridley,  elder 
brother  of  the  late  Tory  cabi¬ 
net  minister  Nicholas  Ridley, 
told  peers  that  he  had  a 
message  from  the  Queen 


By  Nicholas  Watt,  chief  Ireland  correspondent 


THE  national  anthem  will 
ling  out  at  Lansduwne  Road 
on  Saturday  when  h  is  played 
before  the  rugby  match  be¬ 
tween  England  and  Ireland 
for  the  first  tone  in  Dublin 
since  Irish  independence  In 
1922.  _ 

The  Garda  Band  wiB  play 
God  Serve  the  Queen  before 
the  Irish  anthem,  Atnhron 
na  bhFiann ,  or  The  Soldier's 
which  celebrates  re- 


P' 

role. 

The  decision  was  taken  by 
tfac  Irish  Rugby  Football 
Union  at  foe  start  of  this 


season  when  it  abandoned  Its 
policy  of  playing  only  The 
Soldier's  Song  before 
matches. 

The  playing  of  God  Save 
the  Queen  s  a  hi  ghly  sensi¬ 
tive  issue  in  Dublin  where  it 
was  regarded  as  the  anthem 
of  a  colonial  oppressor  by 
republicans  before  Southern 
Ireland  gained  indepen¬ 
dence  in  1922. 

Many  nationalists  in 
Northern  Ireland  also  object 
to  iL  because  Orangemen 
beat  out  the  anthem  on  their 
pipes  and  drums  during  the 
loyalist  marching  season. 


‘signed  in  her  own  hand”. 

ft  read-  “I  have  received 
your  Address  and,  relying  on 
the  wisdom  of  my  Parliament, 
f  desire  that  my  prerogative 
and  interest  insofar  as  they 
relate  to  the  succession  to  tiie 
Crown  should  not  stand  in  the 
way  of  tiie  consideration  by 
Parliament  during  foe  present 
session  of  any  measure  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  removal  of  any 
distinction  between  the  sexes 
in  determining  the  succession 
to  the  Crown." 

Lord  Archer  said  that  he 
was  delighted.  “I  am  sure  it  is 
a  popular  move."  he  said. 
“Queen  Elizabeth  I,  Queen 
Victoria  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  all  rather  prove  my  point,” 


Missing  prison  officer  is 
discovered  dead  in  river 


A  PRISON  officer  who  disap¬ 
peared  six  months  after  the 
IRA  breakout  from  the  White- 
mo or  top  security  jail  was 
found  dead  in  his  submerged 
car  yesterday-  His  widow  said 
she  feared  he  had  been 
murdered. 

Police  confirmed  that  a  Hue 
Peugeot  found  in  a 
known  as  Potty  Fart  Drain 
near  Chatteris.  Cambridge- 
A  shire,  belonged  to  PCter  Cur- 
t  ran.  The  body  had  been  m  foe 
river  for  sane  time.  The  car 
was  discovered  only  by  chance 
as  police  officers  carried  out  a 
search  for  stolen  vehicles. 

Mr  Curran,  38,  disappeared 

in  May  1995.  two  days  aftar 

being  suspended  from  his  job 


By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 


at  tiie  jail  near  March,  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire.  He  had  been 
accused  of  smuggling  toilet¬ 
ries  to  inmates. 

Police  in  Cambridgeshire 
last  night  contacted  Mr 
Curran's  widow,  Christine, 
who  now  lives  in  Dorset.  The 
results  of  a  postmortem  ex¬ 
amination  were  expected  later. 
Mrs  Curran  said  she  suspect¬ 
ed  dial  her  huhand  had  been 
murdered. 

“I  don't  believe  this  was  just 
a  road  traffic  accident”  she 

said.  “I  find  it  incredible  fliat 
of  all  days  to  have  an  accident 
it  had  to  be  then.  1  think  as  I 
did. before  that  something  else 
was  going  on  here.  It  is  one 
aeddent  too  many”  Six 


months  before  he  went  miss¬ 
ing,  five  IRA  men  and  an 
armed  robber  broke  out  of  the 
special  secure  unit  at  tiie  jaiL 
MrCtirrandidnotwprkinthe 
unit  He  was  last  seen  when  he 
left  his  home  to  play  golf. 

Mr  Curran’s  disappearance 
andihe  death  in  a.  car  aeddent 
of  Marria  Whitehurst,  37,  a 
woman  officer  from  the  jail, 
were  linked  last  month  with 
allegations  that  prison  officers 
helped  in  the  escape.  That  was 

strongly  denied  by  tiie  Prison 
Officers'  Association.  The 
claims  were  made  by~  defence 
counsel  Michael .  Mansfield, 
QC  after,  the  collapse  of  a 
second  trial  of  the  men  at 
Woolwich  Crown  Court 
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drugs.  It  said  that  unscrupu¬ 
lous  doctors  were  able  to  deal 
with  high  numbers  of  patients 
by  offering  minimum  patient 
care. 

Some  doctors  handed  out 
prescriptions  without  either 
drug  screening  or  urine  tests. 
The  study  said  that  there  was 
a  tendency  for  doctors  to  issue 
prescriptions  of  very  high 
levels  of  drugs  including  up  to 
ten  50mg  methadone  am¬ 
poules  a  day. 

Most  private  doctors  desig¬ 
nated  which  chemist  would 
provide  their  patients  with  the 
methadone  or  amphetamines 
and  sane  drug  users  believed 
that  the  doctor  and  pharma¬ 
cist  worked  together  in  profit- 
sharing  partnerships. 

“Whatever  the  care  specify¬ 
ing  tiie  pharmacist  gives  the 


doctor  added  control  over  the 
patient,"  the  study  added. 
“Pharmacists  often  allowed 
users  credit.  This  enabled  the 
users  to  coded  half  their 
prescription,  sell  it  and  then 
pay  off  the  pharmacist  and 
coded  the  remainder  of  the 
prescription. 

•  "We  haw  no  doubt  whatso¬ 
ever  that  this  practice  occurs 
on  a  regular  basis  in  some 
chemists  and  that  the  pharma¬ 
cists  know  that  some  of  their 
prescriptions  are  being  illcga]- 
ly  sold,"  it  added. 

It  also  highlighted  the  oper¬ 
ation  of  introduction  fees  to 
private  practitioners  wilting  to 
overprescribe.  “In  sane  cases 
users  introduce  acquaintances 
to  their  doctor,  who  then  pay 
an  introducer's  fee.  for  exam¬ 
ple  by  waiving  a  consultancy 
fee. 

“Others  work  freelance,  col¬ 
lecting  a  commission  from 
other  users  for  introducing 
them  to  a  doctor  a  common 


arrangement  is  for  the  intro¬ 
ducer  to  get  half  the  first 
prescription  as  commission.” 

It  found  that  the  cost  of 
prescriptions  after  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  £25  consultancy 
fee  averaged  £75  a  week  and 
that  pharmacists  made  big 
profits  through  a  huge  mark¬ 
up  in  the  prescribed  drugs. 

The  study  estimated  that 
overall  up  to  30  million  retail 
deals  in  illegal  drugs  take 
place  in  London  each  year 
with  75  per  cent  of  purchases 
arrani 


Cherie 

Booth 

labours 


at  gym 


By  Emma  Wilkins 
and  Alex  O'Connell 


CHERIE  BOOTH,  the  wife 
of  the  Labour  leader, .  has 

joined  a  health  dub  that 

invites  its  members  to  “wor¬ 
ship  at  the  temple  of  fitness". 

The  Albany  Health  and 
Fitness  Centre  in  Regents 
Park.  London,  charges  its 
clients  up  to  £588  annual 
membership  plus  a  joining 
fee  of  £99.  The  dub.  which  is 


ALBA  N  V 


FITNESS 


Shaping  up:  Cherie  Booth’s  workouts  start  at  7am  and  include  energetic  cycling 


near  foe  Blair  family's  home 
in  Islington,  offers  a  range  of 
treatments  including  cardio¬ 
vascular  workouts  and  Iran¬ 
ian  danring  classes. 

Ms  Booth.  43.  has  already 
shown  a  particular  interest  In 
die  bicycling  machine,  which 
she  palais  with  gusto,  accord¬ 
ing  to  one  member.  Sbe 
arrives  at  7am  and  works  out 
in  die  gym  before  taking 
beauty  therapy  treatments. 

Her  progress  is  assessed  fry 
a  personal  trainer,  who  is 
monitoring  mnsde  tone,  diet 
and  genera]  exercise. 
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Flopsy,  or  a  last  minute  surprise  for  Snookums,  our 
friendly  operators  will  help.  Just  tell  us  what  you 
need  and  where  you  need  it,  we'll  do  ail  the 
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Benefits  staff  too  busy  to  notice  they  overpaid  dole  by  £28m  i  ;istfr 


By  Dominic  Kennedy 

SOCIAL  AFFAIRS  CORRESPONDENT 


CIVIL  servants  were  so  busy 
introducing  a  new  benefit  for  the 
unemployed  that  they  mistakenly 
paid  £28.5  million  too  much  to 
recipients  of  the  old  benefit. 

Sir  John  Bourn,  the  Auditor- 
General.  today  refuses  to  approve 
the  books  of  the  National  Insur¬ 
ance  Fund  because  so  much  money 


has  been  lost  through  error  and 
fraud.  One  in  six employers  maybe 
avoiding  payment  of  National  In¬ 
surance  on  company  cars  and  fuel 
at  a  cost  of  £100  million  a  year, 
auditors  discovered. 

The  introduction  of  the  new 
jobseekers  allowance,  which  re¬ 
placed  unemployment  benefit, 
backfired  on  ministers  who  intend¬ 
ed  it  to  save  money  by  reducing 
claimants’  eligibility  for  benefit 


from  12  months  to  six.  The  National 
Audit  Office  discovered  that  7p  of 
every  El  of  unemployment  benefit 
was  wrongly  paid  in  its  last  year. 

Staff  failed  to  weed  out  thou¬ 
sands  of  ineligible  claims.  Errors 
included  a  lack  of  accurate  infor¬ 
mation  about  why  people  were 
unemployed,  and  mistakes  in  inter¬ 
preting  National  Insurance  rec¬ 
ords.  “The  main  reason  for  the 
increase  in  these  types  of  error  in 


1995-96  was  the  reduction  in  avail¬ 
ability  of  experienced  staff  arising 
from  the  introduction  "of  the  job¬ 
seeker's  allowance,"  Sir  John  says. 

Inspectors  from  the  Contribu¬ 
tions  Agency,  which  runs  the 
National  Insurance  system,  have 
been  trying  to  increase  revenue  by 
targeting  businesses  which  are 
already  making  payments,  and 
checking  their  accounts  for  errors. 
Sir  John  suggests  these  are  mainly 


minor  mistakes,  based  on  miscal¬ 
culations,  and  cost  only.  £9.4  mil¬ 
lion  a  year.  The  inspectors  would 
do  better  to  concentrate  an  finding 
those  employers  who  pay  nothing, 
he  argues. 

Incapacity  Benefit  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  1995  in  die  belief  that  large 
numbers  of  fit  people  were  daim- 
ing  invalidity  and  sickness  pay¬ 
ments.  Instead  of  simply  proving 
that  they  are  too  ill  to  perform  their 


own  jobs,  claimants  are  now  given 
a  stringent  medical  examination, 
die  “all-work  test”,  to  see  if  they  are 
physically:  capable  of  holding  down 
any  type  of  employment-  .  . 

The  Benefits  Agency  predicted 
that  200.000  people  would  lose 
their  entitlement,  saving  £415  mil¬ 
lion  a  year.  Instead,  wily  102.000  of 
the  435,000  people  examined  had 
their  .claims  disallowed,  saving 
£280  million.  Unemployment  bene¬ 


fit  fraud  costs  a  total  of  £167  million 
a  year.  Just  over  half  is  lost  through 
individuals  claiming  money  when 
rhw  are  not  entitled,  and  the  rest 


they  arenot  entitled,  and  the  rest 
vanishes  through  the  fraudulent 
encashments  of  girocheques  and 
.  order  books.  .  .  ., 

The  drive  against  fraud  resulted 
in  the  prosecution  of  4.900  claim¬ 
ants  and  132  colluding  employers. 
People  withdrew  SSJSOO  claims 
after  investigations. 


Clarke  balks  at  beans 


as  he  shops  for  voters 


By  Russell  Jenkins 


THE  Chancellor  strained  to 
lift  a  supermarket  basket  frill 
of  groceries  for  the  milling 
television  cameramen  watch¬ 
ed  by  bemused  shoppers  yes¬ 
terday  outside  the  Asda 
superstore  in  the  heart  of  the 
Wirral  South  constituency. 

The  wire  baskets,  one  held 
by  Kenneth  Clarke  and  the 
other  gripped  by  the  Tory 
candidate  Les  Byrom.  were 
intended  to  illustrate  how 
much  better  off  the  average 
family  is  now  compared  with 
1992.  To  be  exact,  a  reputed  E21 
after  tax  and  inflation. 

Mr  Clarke,  who  breezed 
into  Merseyside  with  an 
equally  breezy  message  about 
the  economy,  could  not  quite 
stick  to  the  script  He  assured 
pressmen  that  he  did  go 
regularly  to  the  supermarket 
to  do  the  family  shopping 
“with  the  missus”  but  then 
looked  pointedly  down  at  the 
basket  “As  it  happens,  there  is 
hardly  anything  in  this  basket 


I  would  eat.  except  the  pineap¬ 
ple,”  he  said  with  a  smile. 

The  Times  asked  him 
whether  he  knew  how  much 
the  ordinary-sized  can  of 
Heinz  baked  beans  in  his 
basket  cost  on  the  supermar¬ 
ket  shelves  behind  him.  “Do  I 
look  the  kind  of  man  who  eats 
baked  beans?”  he  rep  bed.  in  a 
neat  sidestep.  “I  am  not  a 
baked  beans  on  toast  man.” 

Minutes  later,  when  Mr 
Clarke  was  trying  to  deliver  a 
live  interview  to  an  ITN 
camera  by  the  check-out 
desks,  a  scuffle  broke  out  over 
his  shoulder.  Conservative 
Party  minders  and  Asda  sec¬ 
urity  staff,  in  green  jumpers 
and  name  tags,  jumped  in 
when  Tony  Samuelson,  leader 
of  the  Against  Conservatives 
Poncing  on  '  Tobacco  Com¬ 
panies  Party,  and  his  wile, 
Carol,  dressed  as  a  giant 
cigarette  stub,  tried  to  muscle 
in.  Mr  Samuel  son's  allega¬ 
tion,  that  the  Conservative 
Party  was  in  league  with 
tobacco  companies,  was  not  a 


welcome  message  on  the  day 
that  Archie  Norman,  the 
chairman  of  Asda.  invited  the 
Chancellor  on  a  walkabout  in 
his  store  on  Croft  business 
park.  This  is  Nazi  Germany," 
yelled  Mr  Samuelson,  a  by- 
election  veteran,  as  he  was 
bundled  through  the  revolving 
doors. 

Earlier  Mr  Clarice  delivered 
in  rapid  succession  a  series  of 
“sound  bite"  interviews  de¬ 
signed  to  herald  the  falling 
unemployment  figures,  play 
down  his  argument  with  the 
Bank  of  England  over  interest 
rates,  dismiss  the  fears  of 
Unilever  on  die  single  curren¬ 
cy  and  get  across  the  message 
generally  that  the  economy  is 
in  the  best  shape  for  a  genera¬ 
tion.  Despite  all  this,  some 
were  finding  it  tough,  he 
admitted.  “The  Governor  {of 
the  Bank  of  England]  reckons 
we  need  a  quarter  of  one  per 
cent  more  and  1  do  not  because 
it  is  still  quite  hard  work 
earning  your  firing  in  this 
country  in  some  places."  That 


pair  of  his  message  struck  a 
chord  with  many  of  the  shop¬ 
pers  who  looked  with  both 
bemusement  and  curiosity  at 
the  media  circus  surrounding 
the  Chancellor. 

Leonard  Monks,  72,  a  re¬ 
tired  driving  instructor,  from 
Bromborough.  buttonholed 
the  Chancellor  about  how  the 
Government  intended  to  help 
war  pensioners.  “I  wasn’t  very 
satidied  with  his  answer.”  he 
said. 

The  ■  Chancellor  found  a 
more  sympathetic  audience  at 
The  Village  Hotel,  in 
Bromborough,  where  he 
gatecrashed  die  presentation 
of  an  “Investors  in  People" 
award  to  the  accountants  firm 
McEwan  Wallace.  Ian  St 
John,  the  television  football 
pundit  and  former  Liverpool 
forward,  was  among  the  suit¬ 
ed  businessmen.  “My  family 
has  always  been  Conservative 
and  we  were  one  of  the  poorest 
families  in  Scotland,”  he  said. 
“Ill  probably  be  voting  for  Les 
(Byrom]  this  time.” 


Byrom.  left,  and  Clarke  at  Asda  yesterday.  “Do  I  look  like  a  man  who  eats  baked  beans?”  the  Chancellor  asked 
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Wild  salmon  ‘being 
killed  by  fish  farms’ 


STOCKMARKET  CAN 


MAKE  TESSA 


FARM  pollution  in  the  sea 
may  be  reduced  by  a  new 
fertiliser  additive  based  on  a 
compound  found  in  oyster 
shells.  Backers  say  that  it  cuts 
the  amount  of  fertilisers 
needed  on  crops,  and  so 
reduces  the  spillage  into  riv¬ 
ers  and  seas  that  can  lead  to 
toxic  algal  blooms. 

The  polymer,  isolated  in 
oyster  shells  in  the  1980s,  is 
said  to  draw  more  fertiliser 
and  nutrients  towards  roots. 
It  is  being  manufactured 
commercially  from  aspartic 
add  by  the  Donlar  company 
of  Bedford  Park.  Illinois. 


By  Nick  Nuttaxjl,  environment  correspondent 


WORK  HARDER. 


Margaret  Baber,  who  was 
awarded  £840,000  in  the  High 
Court  in  settlement  of  a  daun 
for  damages  after  her  son 
suffered  brain  damage  at 
birth  (report,  February  11)  was 
booked  for  a  hospital  delivery, 
not  a  home  birth,  and  spent 
most  of  her  labour  in  hospital. 


FISH  farms  and  North  Sea 
trawlers  are  being  blamed  for 
the  decline  of  wild  salmon  and 
sea  trout  in  Britain's  rivers.  A 
government-appointed  .  task 
force  has  concluded  that  ac¬ 
tion  is  needed  to  reduce  the 
level  of  tice  infestations  on 
salmon  farms  to  save  die  wild 
fish  from  further  collapse. 

Experts  believe  that  the  lice 
are  contaminating  and  killing 
trout  and,  to  a  lesser  extent, 
salmon  as  they  migrate  down 
rivers  and  past  farming  cages. 

.  The  Scottish  Salmon  Task 
Force  also  says  urgent  re¬ 
search  is  needed  into  the 
extent  to  which  trawlers  oper¬ 
ating  in  the  North  Sea  are 
accidentally  catching  young 
salmon  migrating  to  Green¬ 
land.  Research  has  found  that, 
contrary  to  popular  myth, 
salmon  smoults  migrate  as 
shoals,  often  from  the  same 
river,  rather  than  as  single 
fish,  making  them  more  likely 
to  be  trapped  in  nets. 

The  task  force,  chaired  by 


Lord  Nickson.  was  set  up  by 
Michael  Forsyth,  the  Scottish 
Secretary,  in  1995  to  try  to  find 
ways  of  halting  die  decline  of 
Scotland's  wild  sea  trout  and 
salmon  stocks.  Its  conclusions, 
which  have  implications  for 
all  British  salmon  and  trout 
rivers,  will  be  announced  to¬ 
morrow. 

.  -  A  draftreporf  underlines 
the  need  tor  dramatic  changes 
in  the  way  fish  farms  are  run 
to  make  them  more  enriron- 
mentaEy-friendly.  Several  of 
the  recommendations  are  like¬ 
ly  to  be  opposed  by  the 
farmers,  who  will  argue  that 
the  costs  are  too  high  at  a  time 
when  the  industry  is  under 
threat  from"  a  highly  competi¬ 
tive  Norwegian  fish  farm 
operation. 

A  key  recommendation  is 
dial  an  independent  commit¬ 
tee  should  be  set  up  to  oversee 
salmon  farming.  The  report 
states:  “Levels  of  sea  lice 
infestation  on  salmon  at  fish 
hums  must  be  reduced." 
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Cornish  holiday  led  two  spinsters  to  their  isolated  but  contented  new  life  by  wave-washed  shores 


APEX 


chapter  on  idyllic  isle 


tl  salmon  ’bein* 
i’d  b>  fish  farms'! 


By  Alan  Hamilton 

FOR  33  years  two  spinster 
sisters  lived  on.  their  own 
paradise  island  half  a  mile  off 
the  Cornish  coast,  supplied  by 
a  weekly  boat  and  with  only 
their  cats  and  dogs  apd  a. 
cciony  of  seaburis  for 
company. 

Their  idylf  ended  this  week 
with  the  death  in  hospital  of 
Evelyn  Allans,  87.  after  a  feBL 
Her  sister  Barbara,  in  her  late  : 
70s,  is  now  the  sole  resident  of 
St  George’s  Island,  a  stone’s 
throw  yet  a  world  away  from 
the  other  end  of  their  lneBne, 
the  little  harbour,  at  West 
Looe. 

Evelyn,  known  to  everyone 
as  Attie.  dung  to  hex  island  life 
to  the  last  After  her  fall  Babs' 
tried  to  look  after  her  sister  at 
home  hut  quickly  found  her¬ 
self  unable  to  cope.  Last  Wed¬ 
nesday,  cm  the  orders  of  a 
visiting  doctor  and  nurse  and 
in  spite  of  her  protests,  Evelyn 
was  taken  off  her  island  ftir  the 
last  time  by  air  ambulance  to 
the  Passmore  Edwards  Hospi¬ 
tal  at  Liskeard.  She  died  there 
in  the  early  hours  of  Monday. 

Residents  of  Looe,  to  whom 
the  asters  were  a  well-known 
and  cherished  couple,  said 
yesterday  that  Evelyn  would 
have  liked  td  be  interred  inthe 
earth  of  her  own  island,  but 
she  will  be'  buried  in  Looe. 
Two  books  written  by  die 
sisters  chronicling  their  life  oh 
the  island  still  enjoy  brisk 
sales  among  tourists. 

Originally  '  from  Epsom 
Downs,  Surrey,  they  fell  in. - 
love  with  St  George’s,  known 
locally  as  Looe  Island,  during 
a  Cornish  holiday  in  the  1960s. 
When  it  came  on  the  market  in 


1963  at  £22,000  they  bought  it 
In  their  bodes.  We  Bought  ar, 


It  ft. 

We  Bought  an 
Island  and  Tales  from  an 
Island ,  they  recalled  thar  die 
asking  price  might  as  well 
have  been  £2  million,  yet  tbey 
somehow  raised  the  mcney. 

The  sisters  acquired  22  acres 
and.  a  whitewashed,  stone- 
built,  three^xtoruomed  house. 
.  The  only  other  taiil  dings  on  St 
'  George's  are  a  cottage  in  the 
woods,  which  the  sisters  used 
to  let  as  holiday  accommoda¬ 
tion.  and  a  half-derelict  out¬ 
house  which  served  as  a  cafe 
in  the  far-off  days  when  St 
George’s  was  a  popular  desti¬ 
nation  for  boat  trips  from 
Looe. 

There  they  Hved  in  peace 
and  contentment.  Babs  used  to 
teach  needlework  at  a  school 
in  Looe  and  lived  on  the  island 
at  weekends.  After  her  retire¬ 
ment  nearly  30  years  ago  the 
sisters  rarely  left  St  George's, 
except  for  brief,  occasional 
trips  to  Looe  to  the  dentist  or 
optician.  They  were  never 
known  to  take  .  holidays. 
Friends  recalled  them  as  bemg 
"like  an  old  married  couple, 
‘but  absolute  sweethearts”. 

Their  lifeline  was.  boatman 
Tony  Pengdly*s  weekly  ten- 
minute  voyage  in  his  18ft 
Islander,  keeping  up  a  family 
tradition  of  supplying  St 
George'S  begun  by  his  grand¬ 
father  and  continued  by  his  21- 
year-old  son  Jonathan.  He 
would  take  them  mail,  food, 
newspapers,  coal  and  diesel 
for  their  unreliable  generator, 
which  powered  their  lights 
and1  their  only  concessions  to: 


St  Helena’s  sportsmen 
hope  to  go  the  distance 


ONE  of  the  world’s  most 
isolated  communities,  the 
Atlantic  island  of  St  Helena,  is 
receiving  financial  help  from 
the  Channel  Islands  so  that  it 
can  take  part  in  this  years 
island  Games  (Dareh  Grego¬ 
rian  writes). 

The  host  island  of  Jersey  is 
trying  to  help  to  raise  £12,000 
by  April  so  that  St  Helena  can 
enter  the  bienpnd  games.  St 
Helena  attended  the  first 
games  in  1965,  when  its  team 


took  six  weeks  to  travel  the 
4,500  nnks  to  toe  Isle  of  Man. 
.  but  has  not  been  able  send  a 
team  since  1987  because  of  the 
distance  and  cost 
The  games  have  become  a 
big  sporting  occasion,  attract¬ 
ing  teams  from  as  far  afield  as 
toe  Isle-  of  Wight  and  the 
Falklands.  St  Helena  'is 
planning  to  send  a  team  of 
four  competitors  and  an  offi¬ 
cial  to  this  year's  games, 
:  which  open  on  June  28. 
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modem  comfort,  a  freezer  and 
microwave  oven. 

The  boat  was  occasionally 
defeated  by  weather.  One 
Christmas,  stormbound  in 
West  Looe,  Mr  FengdJy  con¬ 
tacted  a  local  television  com¬ 
pany,  which  flew  out  the 
sisters'  seasonal  provisions  by 
helicopter. 

Mr  Pengelly’s  wife  Lynda 
said  yesterday  that  Barbara 
was  in  mourning  at  home  with 
the  sisters*  dogs  Nelson  and 


Lucy  for  company  butwas  in 
good  health.  "We  have  always 
spoken  to  them  every  day, 
originally  by  radio  arid  now 
by  mobile  phone.  Babs  says 
she  would  like  to  stay  dure 
while  her  health  is  good." 

Mrs  FeogeUy  described 
Evelyn'S  death  as  die  end  of  an 
era.  They  jui^ 
both  had  their 
way  or  another.  One  would  be 
forceful  and  the  other  would 
becalm. 

:  “Evelyn  did  not  want  to 
leave  the  island  and  Babs  did 
not  want  her  to  come  off 
either.  They  kept  saying  she 
would  see  the  doctor  tomor¬ 
row:  ft  was  difficult  to  per¬ 
suade  them.  I  don’t  think 
Evelyn’s  death  has  hit  Babs 
yet.  She  has  so  much  on  her 
mind,  she  is  being  wonderfuL” 

The  estate  agent  Knight 
Frank  estimated  yesterday 
that  today  the  island  could 
fetch  El  million.  “People  love 
islands  and  will  pay  the  earth 
for  them,'*  a  spokeswoman 
said.  But  there  is  no  question 
at  present  of  Babs  Atkins 
selling. 


St  George's,  known  locally  as  Looe  Island,  was  purchased  for  £22,000  in  1963;  it  could  fetch  £1  million  now 
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TONS  OF  STORAGE  SPACE. 

An  Iomega  Zip*  drive  gives  you  the  space  and 
speed  you  need,  with  100Mb  disks  available 
for  as  little  as  £12.90?  Perfect  for  all  your  work, 
graphics,  Internet  and  multimedia  stuff. 


COMPLETE  PORTABILITY. 

An  Iomega  Zip"  drive  and  25p  disks  are  small, 
lightweight,  and  extremely  nigged.  Which 
means  you  can  take  stuff  home,  on  the  road, 
.  or  anywhere  else  you  need  to  go. 


IT'S  LIKE  YOUR  FLOPPY  DRIVE.  ONLY  IT  HOLDS 
70  TIMES  MORE  STUFF,  AND  IT'S  A  WHOLE  LOT  FASTER 


OKAY,  IT'S  NOT  LIKE  YOUR  FLOPPY. 


FAST,  EASY  BACKUP. 

The  Zip"  drive  is  quick  and  easy  to  install  on 
your  PC  or  Mac,  it  simply  plugs  into  the  back 
of  your  computer  -  Just  like  your  printer. 
It's  also  a  trfesaver  if  your  hard  drive  crashes. 
It  rapidly  makes  extra  copies  of  your  tiles, 
appb’cations  and  other  important  stuff. 


The  Zip  drive  is  available  from  Dixons, 

PC  World,  Virgin  Megastores,  Byte, 
Watford  Electronics,  Evesham  Micros.  Comet 
dan  Technology  and  other  leading  computer 
outlets.  For  the  nearest  dealer,  calk 
0800413099 
Or  see  us  at 
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Howells  takes  secret 
of  wife’s  murder 


MIA  AND  ME 

"She  and  { don't  see 
things  the  same  way" 
Woody  Allen  answers  back 
In  the 

Magazine 

BIG  LEAGUE 

Robert  Crampton  on 
the  thrill  of  Sunday 
League  soccer 


The  Directory, 
Weekend,  Car  97, 
and  1015 
for  young  readers 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

THE  secret  of  David 
Howells’*  involvement  in  the 
murder  of  his  domineering 
wife  Eve  by  their  two  school¬ 
boy  sons  was  locked  away 
with  him  in  a  life  sentence 
yesterday. 

Mr  Justice  Alliott  had  ad¬ 
journed  sentence  on  Tuesday 
with  a  request  for  counsel  to 
seek  The  “whole  truth"  from 
the  family,  but  Howells  and 
his  sons  Glenn,  17.  and  John, 
16,  stuck  to  their  original 
stories.  As  the  judge  jailed 
Howells  and  ordered  die  boys 
to  be  detained  during  Her 
Majesty's  pleasure  yesterday, 
he  made  ft  dear  he  believed 
the  father  was  the  “instigator 
of  this  appalling  crime". 

During  their  month-long 
trial  at  Leeds  Crown  Court, 
Howells,  48,  who  was  playing 
darts  at  the  time  of  the  murder 
in  Huddersfield,  west  York¬ 
shire,  had  claimed  he  was 
unaware  of  his  sons’  pkn  to 
kill  their  mother.  Glenn  had 
admitted  manslaughter  on  the 
grounds  of  provocation  be- 


Howeils:  maintains  he 
did  not  know- of  plot 

cause  of  her  constant  emotion¬ 
al  abuse.  He  said  he  snapped 
after  one  particular  verbal 
attack  from  his  mother  in 
August  1995  and  struck  her 
repeatedly  with  a  stonema¬ 
son's  hammer.  John  would 
admit  only  that  he  had  dis¬ 
posed  of  the  murder  weapon. 

Mr  Justice  Alliott  told  How¬ 
ells:  "You  suborned  your  sons 
into  doing  what  they  did.  Over 


a  period  of  months,  if  not 
years,  yon  so  groomed  and 
indoctrinated  their  young 
minds  so  that  they  did  what 
you  wanted. 

There  cannot  be  a  much 
more  vile  tiling  than  to  get 
your  sons  to  kill  their  mother 
unless  it  is  to  contemplate 
cheerfully  their  long  detention 
while  you  went  free. 

“Yours  is  by  far  the  greatest 
culpability.  Notwithstanding 
any  deficiency  in  the  deceased 
as  a  wife  and  mother,  she  did 
nothing  ro  warrant  the  terrible 
way  she  died." 

He  said  the  court  had  been 
forced  to  focus  on  the  “stark 
and  admitted  fact  that  an 
apparently  decent  boy  of  15 
struck  his  defenceless  mother 
with  at  least  a  dozen  blows 
with  a  hammer". 

He  added:  "Another  appar¬ 
ently  decent  boy  of  14  was 
standing  by  to  dispose  of  the 
hammer  and  his  brother's 
bloodstained  clothing.  You. 
Glenn,  were  the  actual  killer 
and  you.  John,  had  a  lesser 
but  crucial  role."  Earlier  Gary 
Burrell,  for  Glenn,  said: 
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.Eve  Howells  with  her  lover,  Russell  Hirst  Mr  Justice  Alliott  said  that  whatever 
her  deficiencies  as  wife  and  mother,  she  did  not  warrant  the  terrible  Way  she  died 


"Glenn  Howells  still  feds 
that  he  should  carry  the  fuH 
responsibility  for  what  hap¬ 
pened  . . .  What  is  an  inescap¬ 
able  conclusion  in  ail  this  is 
that  both  parents  carry  a  very 
heavy  degree  of  blame  for 
what  happened.  The  reality  is 
that  none  of  us  will  ever  know 
the  whole  story.” 

Simon  Hawkesworth,  QC 
for  the  father,  said  he  still 


maintained  that-  he  did  not 
know  of  the  plot.  "He  accepts 
that  he  failed  to  act  to  prevent 
this  tragedy  when  he  had  the 
power  to  do  so  and  that  in  his  ■ 
role  as  a  father  he  has  failed 
his  sons  and  bears  a  heavy  res¬ 
ponsibility." 

Afdan  Matron,  for  John, 
said  it  was  through  his  father’s 
attitude  that  the  "unthinkable" 
plot  to  kill  had  become  estab- 
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lished  in  his  mind.  Detective 
Superintendent  Gary  Haigh. 
who  led  the  murder  inquiry, 
said  after  the  sentences: 
"While  the  bqys  could  not  pick 
their  mother.  David  Howells 
had  options,  he  could  have 
removed  the  boys  either  by 
leaving  or  diyorce..At  the  end 
of  die  day  I  believe  he  thought 
this  was  going  to  be  the  easy 
way  out.” 


Faulty  jet 
catapulted 
RAF  pilot 
to  his  death 

By  Russell  Jenkins 


A  TORNADO  pflot  who  sur¬ 
vived  torture  as  a  prisoner  of 
the  Iraqis  during  the  Gulf  War 
was  suffering  from  a  severe 
heart  disease  when  he  died  in 
a  freak  air  crash,  an  inquest 
was  told  yesterday. 

Flight  Lieutenant  Simon 
Burgess.  28.  was  the  youngest 
pilot  to  be  shot  down  during 
the  conflict  six  years  ago.  He 
endured  41  days  in  captivity 
after  his  aircraft  came  down 
over  Baghdad  a  week  after 
fighting  began. 

He  was  killed  last  February 
when  his  aircraft  went  out  of 
control  while  taking  off  from 
RAF  Valley  on  Anglesey.  His 
Hawk  trainer  jet  flipped  over, 
goodie  ejector  sear  catapulted 
him  on  to  the  runway.  Hie  ' 
accident  was  blamed  on  me¬ 
chanical  failure.  A  post¬ 
mortem  examination,  revealed 
that  he  was  suffering  from  a 
severe  coronary  disease. 

Dr  Anthony  Caslin.  the 
pathologist,  said  the  pilot  had 
died  instantly  from  multiple 
injuries  as  a  result  of  ejecting 
seven  seconds  after  becoming 
airborne.  He  had  not  had  a 
heart  attack. 

Stuart  Culling,  a  senior  air 
accident  inspector  from  Fam- 
borough,  told  the  hearing  in:. 
Llandudno,  North  Wales,  tfu8f 
a  rod  leading  to  the  ailerons 
had  been  disconnected.  This 
would  not  have  been  apparent 
to  the  pilot 

Flight  Lieutenant  Burgess, 
from  Humberston,  .  near 
Grimsby,  had  passed  all  the 
regular  physical  examinations 
for  flying.  He  was  involved  in  ( 
training  instructors  at  RAF 
Valley.  Dewi  Pritchard -Junes, 
the  Coroner,  recorded  a  ver¬ 
dict  of  accidental  death. 


overdose 

By  Damian  Whitworth 

the  former  lover  of  theEfri 
of  Snowdon  Wiled  herself  with 
a  huge .  dope  -'paracetamol 
because  of  uncertainty  m  her 
per^.life,  ati  w^- 
toki  yesterday.;,  ■ 

Aim  Hills,  a  freelance  jour¬ 
nalist,  was  dose- -.to  -  Lord 
Snowdon  for  2$  years  unto  her 
death.  He  did  not  attend  the  30 
minute  inqumt  and  was  not 
mentioned.  The  only  member 
of  Mrs  Hills's  family  to  attend 
was  her  brother.  Alan  Philipp, 
a  publisher.' 

•  Mrs  Hiljs,  55.  was  found 
“curled  up:  and  dead"  by-  her 
father,  Elliott  Philipp,  on  the 
roof  Of  her  London  flat  on  New 
Year's  Day,  Westminster  Cor¬ 
oner’s  Ojurt  was  told.. 

Paul  jKnapman,  the  Coro¬ 
ner,  ‘  asked  her  brother 
“Whereas  Arm  had  many 
friends,  perhaps  there  was  a 
foiling  to  establish  a  perma¬ 
nent  relationship  with  a  male 
friend  which  caused  her  to 
worry  about  her  future  happi¬ 
ness?"  Mr  Philipp  replied:  "I 
believe  there  was  a  relation¬ 
ship  which  may  or  pray  not 
have  been  ending." 

Mrs  Hills  spent  Christmas 
in  Norfolk  with  her  former 
husband  arid  her  sons,  return¬ 
ing  home  to  Marylebone  on 
December  30.  A  Mend  called 
police  afro-  noticing  empty 
paracetamol  wrappers  next  to 
wine  bottles  when  she  looked 
through  a  window. 

Police  found  letters  which 
suggested  fruit  Mrs  Hills  had 
taken  her  life.  None  Of  the 
correspondence  was  read  at 
the  inquest.  Mrs  Hills’s  body 
could  not  he  found  in  the  flat 
so  police  contacted  her  father. 
“He  found  her  curled  up  and 
dead  behind  the  chimney  on  a 
roof  adjacent  to  the  flat."  Dr 
Knapmari  said. 

lam  West,  a  pathologist, 
said  that  paracetamol,  alcohol 
and  temazepam,  a  tranquillis¬ 
er.  had  been  found  in  Mrs 
Hills's  blood.  “The  level  of 
temazepam  was  within  the 
therapeutic  range.  The  cause 
of  death .  is  paracetamol 
intoxiheation,"  Dr  West  said. 

Recording  a  verdict  of  sui¬ 
cide.  Dr  Knapman  said: 
"There  was  a  moderate 
amount  of  alcohoL  a  moderate 
amount  of  temazepam  and  a 
lot  of  paracetamol.  It  is  unusu¬ 
al  to  die  straight  3Way  from 
paracetamol  overdose,  but  it 
frees  happeiLfrtim  timefiSfrme 
and  this  was  one  of  them. 

“From  the  evidence  I  have 
seen  this  was  an  intended  acL 
It  is  quite  likely  this  occurred 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment 
She  wasn't  happy  with  her  life 
.  at  the  time." 


Ann  Hills:  body  found 
on  roof  by  her  father 


Bishop’s  shunted  car 
chases  chariot  of  ire 

By  RuthGledhiljl  religion  correspondent 


A  BISHOP  was  involved  in  a 
high  speed  car  diase  to  catch 
a  lorry  that  had  almost  driven 
him  off  the  road. 

The  Right  Rev  David 
(Constant.  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  of  Leeds,  was  on  his 
way  to  visit  a  hospital  and 
school  in  Tamil  Nadu,  ISO 
miles  from  Madras,  when  his 
car  was  sbnnied  by  a  lorry 
■whose  driver  became  en¬ 
raged  because  be  thought  die 
bishop’s  chauffeur  was  not 
driving  fast  enough. 

When  the  chauffeur  tried 
to  check  the  lorry  driver's 
insurance  details,  he  drove 
off.  The  bishop's  car  pursued 
the  lorry  down  lanes  and 
through  paddy  fields,  finally 
forcing  him  to  stop  before 
they  readied  the  hospital. 

Bishop  Konstant,  who  was 


unhurt  said:  “Imagine  Boad- 
icea  in  her  chariot  with  the 
knives  on  the  wheels:  die 
bolts  on  (be  lorry’s  nearside 
front  wheel  were  very  proud 
of  the  vehicle.  The  driver  was  mm 
apparently  oblivious  of  the 
chaos  he  was  causing." 

The  car's  passenger  door 
was  badly  damaged  by  Ihc 
•lorry,  which  bit  it  repeatedly 
next  to  where  Father  Andrew 
Summers giU,  the  bishop's 
secretary,  was  sitting.  He 
said:  “The  lorry  was  trying  to 
us  off  the  road,  not 
because  of  who  we  were  but 
because  we  were  going  dow¬ 
er  than  he  was. 

“We  chased  the  lorry  driver  . 
along  these  terribly  bumpy 
potboled  roads.  The  bishop 
and  I  weren't  frightened.  It 
was  actually  quite  exciting.” 


over  25? 

car  insurance  more  than  £200? 
you  need  help. 
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The  Peugeot  306  Sunroof  or  Air  Conditioning  Offer. 

Luxurious.  Sophisticated.  Optimistic. 
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Look  on  the  bright  side. 

There  is  one  way  to  .face:  those  dull,  grey  days 
ahead  (and  take  advantage  of  the  odd  sunny  day).. 
With  our  latest  306  Meridian  offer. 

Now,  perhaps  yourre  thinking  that  choosing  between 

a  sunroof  or  air  conditioning  is  just  a  little  bit  indulgent. 

It  is. 

But,’ you  never  know,  maybe  this,  time  you  can 
afford  to  be. 

Because  you  could  be  driving  a  new  Peugeot  306 
Meridian,  complete  with  a  sunroof  from  £12,485*  or 


r  \'  ... 


for  a  little  extra,  with  air  condftioningA  from  £12,880T 
on  the  road. 


THE  PEUGEOT  306  MERIDIAN 
WITH  2  YEARS*  FREE  INSURANCE* 

Of  course,  we  also  shower  you  with  even  more 
features. 

Like  remote  control  central  locking,  driver’s 
airbag,  power  steering  and  a  choice  of  Sherwood 
Green  metallic  or  Diablo  Red  peariescent  paint. 


Along  with  electric  front  windows  and  remote 
control  stereo  radio/cassette. 

What  could  sound  more  promising? 

Well,  all  of  these  do  come  as  standard,  as  well  as 
2  years’  free  insurance#. 

So  perhaps  tomorrow’s  outlook  doesn’t  look  so 
bad  after  ail. 

As  long  as  you  surround  yourself  with  the  Peugeot 
306  Meridian  (brolly  not  included). 

For  more  information  call  0345  306  306+,  or  visit 
your  local  Peugeot  Dealer.  J** 


Because  yuu  . . . «  ......  _  — 

Meridian,  complete  with  a  sunroof  from  £12,485*  or  Green  metallic  or  Diablo  Red  peariescent  paint.  your  local  Peugeot  Dealer.  AAA 

PEUGEOT 
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Boat  comes  in  for 
ferryman  who 
found  sculpture 

By  Gillian  Bowditch.  Scotland  correspondent 


A  FERRYMAN  is  expected  to 
make  lens  of  thousands  of 
pounds  from  his  discover  of  a 
Roman  sculpture  of  a  lioness 
which  archaeologists  said  yes¬ 
terday  was  the  best  example  of 
its  type  ever  found  in  Scotland. 

Robert  Graham.  36,  noticed 
the  sculpture  in  the  waters  of 
the  River  Almond  which  runs 
through  Cramond,  on  the 
outskirts  of  Edinburgh.  The 
lioness's  nose  was  inches  from 
the  steps  of  his  ferry. 

At  low  ride,  he  tried  to  dig 
the  object  out  of  the  water. 
When  he  realised  how  heavy  it 
was.  he  alerted  archaeologists, 
who  have  dated  it  to  the 
second  to  third  century  AD. 

Mr  Graham  is  now  likely  to 
receive  the  full  market  value  of 
the  sculpture  from  the  Trea¬ 
sure  Trove  Panel  which  will 
decide  its  worth  in  a  few 
months’  time.  None  of  the 
archaeologists  involved  in  the 
restoration  was  willing  to  put 
a  figure  on  the  lioness  but  it  is 
believed  to  be  worth  tens  of 


thousands.  Mr  Graham  said 
that  the  sculpture  had  over¬ 
turned  his  whole  life:  Tm  still 
in  terror  of  the  sculpture.  I  still 
cannot  believe  the  interest, 
especially  from  America. 
Friends  of  mine  were  in  Kenya 
and  said  l  was  on  the  main 
news. 

■  “I  would  like  some  extra 
cash  like  anyone  else  but  I  am 
not  interested  in  it.  It  is  the  fact 
I  found  it  I  have  always  been 
interested  in  history.  I  prefer 
the  past  to  the  future." 

Yesterday  the  deaned 
lioness,  which  is  devouring 
the  head  of  a  screaming, 
bearded  man,  was  shown  to 
the  press,  ft  will  take  a  further 
six  months  to  restore  fully  but 
has  already  revealed  more 
dues  about  the  tomb  it 
guarded. 

Fraser  Hunter,  archaeolo¬ 
gist  with  the  National  Muse¬ 
ums  of  Scotland,  said  the  first 
surprise  came  when  conserva¬ 
tionists  deaned  the  stone.  “It 
went  from  a  fairly  horrible 


muddy  brown  colour  to  off- 
white.  It  would  have  been  a 
very  arresting  sight." 

The  sculpture  is  made  of 
white  sandstone  but  its  prove- 
.  nance  is  unknown.  There  is  a 
source  near  Alloa,  in  Stirling¬ 
shire,  35  miles  away  but  it 
could  just  as  easily  have  come 
from  somewhere  in  England. 

As  they  were  dean  trig  the 
■lioness  the  archaeologists 
found  two  1ft  snakes  on  the 
base  of  the  plinth.  “Snakes 
were  looked  upon  more 
favourably  in  Roman  times 
and  often  symbolised  the  spirit 
or  the  soul."  Mr  Hunter  said. 
“Some  of  the  mystic  religions 
use  them  as  symbols  of  rebirth 
because  they  shed  their  skins." 

The  discovery  has  con¬ 
vinced  archaeologists  that  the 
sculpture  was  part  of  the  tomb 
of  a  high-ranking  official, 
possibly  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  of  a  Roman  fort  at 
Cramond.  It  is  likely  to  have 
been  one  of  a  pair  or  even  one 
of  four.  Mr  Hunter  is  optimis- 


a  conservator,  loping  the  damp  yesmriay  to  prrv«.  it  fromdxyipg  out  tooqmddy 

hat  funds  win  be  found  kind  of  thing  you  dreamabouj  Muse- 
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tic  that  funds  will  be  found 
for  further  excavations  in 
the  area. 

“It  is  broken  and  several 
small  pieces  are  missing  but  it 
is  remarkably  unweathered," 
he  said,  "ft  has  been  beautiftd- 
ly  made.  The  anatomical  de¬ 
tail  is  incredible.  The  muscle 
structure  of  the  back  and  even 
the  dewdaw  of  the  lioness  can 
be  dearly  seen.  This  is  the 


kind  of  thing  you  dream  about 
as  an  archaeologist.  I  fed 

immensely  privileged  to  be 
working  on  this  amazing 
beast 

"It  has  probably  .  been 
carved  at  the  fort  at  Cramond 
by  one  of  the  auxiliaries  sta¬ 
tioned  there.  They  came  from 
Gaul,  Holland  and  Norm 
Africa  as  well  as  being  recruit¬ 
ed  locally.  In  British  terms,  the 


quality  of  the  artistry  is  very 
high,  ft  has  Celtic  dements  to 
it  It  is  not  a.purely  classical 
piece  carved  fry  an  Italian  who 
was  totally  familiar  with 
Roman  art  but  the  artist  was 
very  accomplished.” 

The  sculpture  will  now  be 
wahsed  in  baths  of  tap  water 
and  de-ioniscd  water  to-  re¬ 
move  the  salt.  It  will  take 


uiti  a  vfcinnw—  —  ■  — 

burgh,  the  Treasure  Trove 

Panel  will  decide  where  to 

display  it  '  . 

Mr  .Graham  is  unlikdy  to 
get  his  reward  until  all  the 
conservation  work  is  finished- 
The  Crown  win  pay  him  at  the 
expense  of  the  museum  which 


peace  in 
battle  for 
pict  war 
memorial 

A  BATTLE  for 

of  a  Pictish  relic  has  been 

settled  after  25 
fSEyear-old  Dnnmchm 

mar*5  *■* 

tory  over  tbe  English  at 
£?  Batik  of  Neditans- 
ZrTZs  yesterday  re- 

turned  to  Angus.  ... 
qbe  sandstone  relic, 

W^ch  is  5ft  high,  2ft  Wide 

and  weighs  about  *  toimft. 
was  Rive®  to  - 
McManus  Gallery  m 
Dundee  for  safekeeping 
at  local  govffttment 
reorganisation  in  W'-. 
SfaoeSen  Angus  Coim- 

cacontrofiedbytoeS^ 

tisfa  National  Party-  has 
arced  the  Laboupcon- 
troOed  Dundee  City  Coun¬ 
cil  to  return  it 

Angus  had  to  make  do 
with  a  glass  fibre  replica 
until  Dundee  agreed  to 
return  it  on  a  long-*™ 
loan.  The  read  done  will 
not  however,  return  toj its 
original  location  at  Don- 
nichen  HH1  because  of 
fears  about  its  condition. 
It  will  be  shown  at  the 
Meffan  institute  in  near- 
-  fry  Forfar. 


move  me  san.  k  v*iu  h  by  Forfar. 

several  months  to  dry  and, .  gets  the  sculpture.  |  ^  _  J 

'  Drivers  on  phone 
four  times  more 
likely  to  crash 

By  Jeremy  Laurance,  health  correspondent 

DRIVERS  who  use  car  phones  phone  on  .  the  .day. 
while  at  the  wheel  are  four  coUisitmanddurmgthe prev)- 
times  more  Kkdy  to  have  an  '  ous  week  were  mduded.^ 
accident,  research  has  shown.  By  comparing  die  of  the 
Hand-free  phones  are  no  safer  phone  around  toe 
than  hand-held  units.  The  (*her 

risk  is  highest  up  to  ten  times,  the-  researchers  were 

minutes  after  making  or  re-  able t°5stunat??,ev^^^,^ 
raving  a  call,'  probably  risk.  The  results  stewed  that 
=*  because  toe  driver’s  attention  toe  risk  of  an  accident  was 

2$  is  distracted.  .  between  3.Q  and  65  times 

The  study'  of  699  car  phone  hfcher  vritton  ten  mmirtes 
users  who  were  involved  m  after  a  call  began  as  when  toe 
collisions  is  the  first  dirtst  P^vrasnotu^ 
evidence  that  the  phones  add  'Die  researcher* wta* 
to  driving  hazards  and  is  finding  are  pubh&edm  toe 
likely  to  increase  pressure  for  New-  England 
restrictions.  Laws  against  us- '  Maiiane,  saythe 
jug  hand-held  triephones  ard  is  similar  to  th^trfdnytng 
whiledriving  operate  in  Swk-  ate  drinking [with ji  btood 
Zetland,  Israel,  two  Australian  .  alcohol  level  at  the  legal  taint 

states  and  Brazil  Other  studies  have  shown  that 

Although  there  is  no  law  in  •  telephone  conversations  ran 
Britain  specifically  against  us-  reduce  reaction  times  fry  hail  a 
ing  a  car  phone  while  driving,  second  or  more.  Steering  was 
the  Highway  Code  recam-  "  also  made  more  mynase. 
mends  feat  drivers  pull  over.  A  spokesman  for  Cellnet, 
Drivers  who  do  not  may  be  one  of  Britain’s  big  mobile 
prosecuted  for  driving  witoout  phone  network  providers,  said 
due  rare  and  attention.  fewer  than  one  million  of  toe 

The  researchers  from  To-  6.9  million  mobile  phone  us- 
ronto  University,  Canada,  se-  ere  in  Britain  had  units  m 
keted  drivers  with  car  phones  their  cars.  “We  atonre  people 
from  among  almost  6,000  to  invest  in  a  hands-free  car  lot 
involved  in  collisions  in  Tb-  because  they  can  then  canyon 
ronto  over  14  months  from  a  conversation  over  tire  phone 
July  1994  to  August  1995.  Only  as  they  would  with  a  passen- 
those  who  had  bills  to  show  ger.  We  don’t  draw  adistmc- 
howmuito  they  had  used  feeir  tian  between  the  two." 
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Does  Your  English 
Let  You  Down? 


A  WORLD-FAMOUS 
educational  publisher . 
reports  that  there  is  a  srna-, 


Worked  p?=>  mature  ureyness? 

Worry  Ailiancs  &  Lei  caster  nas  a 

tonic  that  mokes  ail  your  mortosce  worries 
miraculously  disappear. 

A  package  that  includes  up  to  £-000  casriback 
(2-x-  of  you'  lean  I .  so  you  can  afford  that 
extra  furniture  you  ogees,  Free  a  cc  id  art.  sickness 
and  unemployment  insurance  cover  uni  ' 

31  December  1397,  to  put  your  mind  31  rest.’ 
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YbBttHttUEiSATRiSklF 


a  swift  mastery  ox  good 
English.  It  can  double 
.  your  powers  of  sdfexpfes- 
sion.  It  can  pay  you  real 
dividends  in  business  and 
social  advancement,  and 
give  you  added  poise,  self- 
confidence  ana  personal 
effectiveness. 

The  details  of  this 
method  are  described  in 
his  fascinating  book, 
"Good  English  —  the 

language  of  Success”,  sent 
free  on  request. 

Influence 

According  to  this  pub¬ 
lisher,  many  people  do  not 
realise  how  much  they 
could  influence  others  sim¬ 
ply  by  speaking  and  writ-  - 
ing  with  greater  power, 
authority,  and  precision. 
Whether  you  are  present¬ 
ing  a  report,  training  a 
chud,  fighting  for  a  cause, 
making  a  sale,  writing  an 

essay,  or  asking  for  anise . 

.  .  your  success  depends 
upon  the  words  you  use. 

Yet  thousands  of  talent¬ 
ed,  intelligent  people  are 
held  back  because  their 

Sowers  of  self-expression 
0  not  equal  their  other 
abilities. 

|  WHAT  THIS  FREEfBOOiT 
1  WILL  SHOW  YOU 
l  HewtottpmaUflg 
I  qabtrcmataK  matiXci  in  EagKrffl 
I  How  10  cam  mow--  8*»  better  job! 

1  HotTLoboccptci  flncnt.oamumiM. 

J  rim  *ad  effective  pDWk*p,s»ked 

I  How  lo  incnmc  your  wTid  pow«L 

2  Howtoraadbaerudbctal 

l  Sow  IQ  pa  pqmh  Into  year 

I  Howiopta  Es^riicumkutiaafl 
I  How  10  demdop  Klf-eeaSdencd 


Respect 

-  But  now  the  ri^it  words 
are  yours  to  command! 
Never  again  need  you  fear 
those  embarrassing  mis¬ 
takes.  You  can  qaiduy  and 
easily  be  shown  how  to 
ensure  that  everything 
you  say  and  write  is  crisp, 
clear,  correct.  You  can 
enormously  increase  your 
vocabulary,  speed  up  your 
reading,  enhance  your 
powers  of  conversation, 
and  greatly  improve  your 
grammar,  writing  an  dir, 
speaking.  What’s  more,1** 
good  English  commands 
respect  It  can  help  you  to 
cut  through  many  barriers 
to  social,  academic,  and 
business  success. 

Free 

To  acquaint  all  readers 
with  this  easy-to-follow 
method  for  developing  a 
mastery  of  English,  we, 
the  publishers,  have  print¬ 
ed  fall  details  in  a  fasci¬ 
nating  book,  “Good 
English  —  the  Language 
of  Success”,  sent  free  on 
request.  No  obligation.  No 
need  even  to  stamp  your 
envelope.  Just  return  the 
coupon  below.  Or  write  to: 
Practical  English 


'llETlU| 

^ntairr 


Programme.  (Dept; 

TSE97),  FREEPOST  246, 
London,  WC1A 1BR. 

To:  Practical  English  Programme,  *| 
1SE97  ),  FREEPOST  246,  { 
kaxtoOjWClA  1BR.  | 

Please  lead  me  yonr  frt*  EngEsb  book,  jj^.. 

namv  1  . 

WVHcajma^  .  2 

ADDRESS _  ! 
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4  names  for 


By  Michael  Horsnell 


POLICE  received  an  anony- 
raous  tip-off  .  naipjng  •  four 
white  youths  far  the  murder  of 
the  Hack  teenager  Stephen 
Lawrence  within  48  tours  of 
his  stabbing,  it  emerged 

yesterday.  ' 

Detective  Chief  Inspector 
John  Carnt,  who  toe*  charge 
of  the  investigation  two  years 
after  it  happened  told  the 
resumed  inquest  at  South¬ 
wark  Coroner's  Court  that 
officers  were  told  by  telephone 

that  they  would  find  a  knife  in 
a  bin  in  a  pub  car  park. 

“An  officer  searched  the  bin 
but  found  nothing,"  Mr  Camt 
said.  “But  upon  his  return  he 
found  a  letter  which  had  been 
attached  to  the  rear  wind¬ 
screen  of  his  car.  It  was  an 
anonymous  note." 

The  coroner.  Sir  Montague 
Levine,  ordered,  that  the  four 
names,  which  were  given  to . 
the  jury,  could  not  be  pub¬ 
lished.  Police  held  hack  for 
another  day  before  visiting  the 
suspects’  addresses  an  the 
grounds  that  it  was  only 
anonymous  information. 

Nothing  came  of  tile  infor¬ 
mation,  -  though  the  four 
names  were  frequently  put 
forward  by  other  people  in  the 
area  in  the  following  days.  The 
disclosure  came  as  police  were 
accused  by  Michael  Mans¬ 
field,  QC,  counsel:,  for  the 
Lawrence  family,  erf  launching 
a  murder  inquiry  “remiss  in 
the  extreme”. 

Detective  Inspector  Philip 
Jeynes  admitted  to  Mr  Mans¬ 
field  that  he  had  fafled  to  make 
use  of  local  police  intelligence 
sources  that  might  have  quick¬ 
ly  identified  the  kilters:  Intelli¬ 
gence  collated  at  Plumstead 
police  station.,  on  individuals 
capable  of  unprovoked  racist 
attacks,  was  locked away  in  an  ■ 
office  and.  unavailable  at 
night. 

He  said  to  did  not  know 
that  there  were  families  under 
investigation  for  racial  attacks 
in  the  area  where  Stephen’s 
unsolved  murder was  commit¬ 
ted  in  1993.  Twdr  Specialist 
officers  who  dealt  in  racial 
harassment  in  the  area  — .  in 
which  three  murders  had  been 


committed  in  the  previous  two 
years  —  were  not  on  duty  and 
‘  were  not  contacted.  .  . 

;  He  could  not  mall  asking' 
any  other  officer  to  mate 
inquiries  in  the  road  in 
Etmarn.  southeast  London, 
along  which  the  gang  of 
youths  allegedly  fled. 

He  declined  to  accept  that  if 
it  had  been  a  police  officer  who 
had  been  lulled,  he  would 
-  have  sought  immediate  intelli¬ 
gence  from  Scotland  Yard. 
Asked  by  Mr  Mansfield  if  he 
had  contacted  S  cod  and  Yard. 
Mr  Jeynes  said:  “1  had  other 
things  to  da” 

Mr  Mansfield:  “I  suggest 
that  was  remiss  m  tiie  extreme 
.  in  not  getting  information  that 
night”  The  officer  replied: 
"Thatis  your  opinion,  sir.” 

Mr  Mansfield  put  it  to  him 
that  what  he  should  have  done 
after  obtaining  local  intriti- 
.  genre  was  to  have  visited 
families  who  were  under  in¬ 
vestigation  for  racial  attacks. 
The  officer  said:  “That  was  a 
possibility.” 

He  accepted  that  no  house, 
dot  groupi.  nor  individual  had 
been  put  unde  surveillance. 

Earlier  a  white  man,  known 
only  as  B  for  security  reasons, 
told  the  inquest  jury  that  he 
had  a  fleeting  glimpse  from 
the  top  of  a  double-decker  bus 
of  four  white  youths  running 
away  shortly  after  the  murder. 
B.  who  initially  lied  to  police 
because  he  feared  recrimina¬ 
tions.  said  that  mare  than  six 
months  after  the  stabbing  he 
contacted  detectives  to  tell 
them  the  truth. 

He  said  he  :  thought  he 
recognised  Jamie  Acourt  and 
David  Norris,  who  he  knew, 
but  accepted  that  the  first  of 
tiie  two  men  might  have  been 
Mr  Acquits  elder  brother, 
Neil.  Neil  Acourt.  21,  Luke 
Knight,  20.  and  Gary  Dobson. 
21, were  acquitted  of  murder  at 
the  Old  Bailey  last  April  when 
it  was  ruled  that  identification 
evidence  from  Mr  Brooks  was 
unsafe.  Charges  against  Jamie 
Xcoort,  19,  and  David  Norris. 
2d, were  dropped  at  committal 
proceedings.  -  * 

The  inquest  continues. 


Search  for  meaning:  a  visitor  examines  the  finished  work  on  the  Ghisenhale  Gallery  floor.  It  will  be  washed  away  after  the  exhibition 

The  art  gallery  with  ants  in  its  paints 


ByDalyaAlbekcb 
.  ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

AN  ABSTRACT  work  of  art 
created  by  ants  during  a  walk 
sponsored  by  (he  taxpayer 
was  unveiled  yesterday  on  the 
floor  of  a  London  gallery.  It 
was  meant  to  symbolise  so- 
rial  controls  in  sodety  but  the 

miniature  artists  could  OOt 

comment  ■■■ 

•  They  had'  spent  six  days 
being  followed  by  a  Japanese 
artist;  crouched  on  afl  fours, 
who  marked  their  squiggly 
routes  on  an  area  of  8  square 
metres.  A. video  recorded  the 
creative  process. 

Ynkmori  Yanagi  flew  from 
New  York  to  create  Wander¬ 
ing  Position.  Reactions  from 
visitors  to  the  Chisenhale 
Gallery  in  east  London  were 
wnhuvi  Two  gills  had  found  it 
aimed  impossible  to  contain 
their  laughter  inside  and  felt 
a  sense  of  release  as  they 
emerged  giggling  into  the 
real  world. 

Victoria  Roland,  from  Ar¬ 
gentina,  said:  “It  was  difficult 
to  keep  a  straight  face.  I  don’t 
know  the  meaning.  1  suppose 
its  hard  work  to  follow  an 
ant  The  only  tiring  to  say 


Portrait  of  the  artist  at  work:  an  ant  has  its  route  tracked  by  Yukinori  Yanagi 


about  it  is  the  artist’s  patience. 
Maybe  because  he’s  Oriental 
he  has  a  lot  of  peace.” 

Ron  Pike,  a  London  cab 
driver,  was  more  forceful; 
“What  a  great  waste  of 
money.  Completely  pointless. 
Who  writes  the  cheques  for 
their  grants?  Some  of  these 
artists  have  a  laugh  at  our 
expense.  A  bit  crazy  or  what?” 

However,  a  woman  art 
lover,  who  asked  not  to  be 
named,  said:  “A  human  mind 


could  never  have  made  this 
happen  without  it  bring 
laboured.” 

Describing  the  creation  as 
a  work  of  beauty,  she  won¬ 
dered  whether  any  of  the  ants 
woe  aware  of  being  pursued: 
“How  aware  is  it  of  this  thing 
behind  it?  1  suppose  he’s  got 
used  to  it,  and  thinks  ’stupid 
bugger’.” 

Mr  Yanagi  worked  with 
about  half  a  dozen  ants,  using 
one  at  a  time;  tracking  them 


with  a  piece  of  crimson  chalk. 
The  common  yellow  meadow 
ants — like  those  found  in  any 
back  garden  —  remain  in 
three  plastic  containers  and 
may  be  rewarded  with  a 
release  into  the  community. 

Mr  Yanagi,  37,  said  he  had 
expected  die  work  to  take 
much  longer.  He  had  worked 
for  up  to  eight  hours  a  day. 
sometimes  late  into  the  night 
The  ants  were  on  more  flexi¬ 
ble  shifts  lasting  just  a  few 


hours.  Any  discomfort  he 
suffered  for  arris  sake  was 
relieved,  be  said,  by  concen¬ 
trating  on  the  intricate  job. 

There  were  occasionally 
frustrations.  “All  die  time, 
they  were  going  down  the 
cracks.  1  had  to  wait  for  them 
to  get  out  Sometimes,  they 
stopped  moving.  Basically, 
they  never  stopped.  They  are 
almost  like  a  machine,  not 
like  a  human  being.”  Some¬ 
times  they  earned  themselves 
a  piece  of  cookie,  “but  if  you 
gave  too  much,  it’s  a  small 
animal  and  would  slow 
down”. 

Judith  Nesbitt,  director  of 
the  Chisenhale  —  whose  an¬ 
nual  public  funding  indudes 
£63Jj00  from  the  London  Arts 
Board  and  £9,744  from  Tower 
Hamlets — said  that  her  fears 
that  ants  were  sleepy  at  (iris 
time  of  year  were  unfounded. 
She  ensured  that  the  gallery 
was  specially  heated  to  keep 
them  happy  while  they  were 
working.  "We  expect  artists  to 
be  cold,  but  not  ants.” 

The  art  work  will  be 
washed  away  after  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  ends  on  March  23.  but 
the  video  wfll  remain  as 
documentation. 


Jet  exhaust 
‘harmful  to 
ozone  layer’ 

High-flying  aircraft,  such  as 
Concorde  and  those  on  long- 
haul  flights,  may  be  causing 
far  more  damage  to  the 
Earth's  ozone  layer  than  had 
been  thought.  Scientists  have 
found  that  exhaust  fumes 
from  aircraft  at  high  altitudes 
produce  sulphur  trioxide. 
Under  certain  conditions  it 
can  act  as  magnet,  accelerat¬ 
ing  the  destruction  erf  ozone  by 
man-made  pollutants  such  as 
aerosols,  fire  retardants  and 
other  chiorofluorocarbons. 

Death  arrest 

A  59-year-old  man  has  been 
arrested  in  connection  with 
the  death  of  four-year-old 
James  Ward,  who  was  found 
with  severe  head  injuries  be¬ 
hind  a  block  of  fiats  on  the 
Castlemilk  estate.  Glasgow, 
on  Tuesday.  The  man  is  due  to 
appear  in  court  today. 

Murder  charge 

A  French  national  appeared  in 
court  yesterday  charged  with 
attempting  to  murder  Father 
Edward  Carroll,  63,  a  Catholic 
priest,  who  is  critically  ill  after 
befog  stabbed  in  the  bade  af 
his  church  in  Holloway,  north 
London.  Nicholas  Top,  27.  was 
remanded  in  custody. 

School  stalker 

A  stalker  has  grabbed  at  a 
young  girl  and  followed  ar 
least  five  others  in  Hull  over 
the  past  two  weeks.  The  12- 
yearold  girl  fought  off  the 
man,  who  disguises  himself 
with  sunglasses  and  a  scarf, 
near  a  school  on  the 
Bransholme  estate. 

Order  of  merit 

Jackie  Mudd.  51,  is  the  toast  of 
the  Middleton  Arms  in  Leeds, 
where  she  has  worked  as  a 
barmaid  for  four  years,  after 
receiving  a  best  barmaid 
award  from  the  brewers 
Tetley  for  being  able  to  re¬ 
member  the  names  and  usual 
drinks  of  1.500  regulars. 

The  great  escape 

A  ferret  that  escaped  from  a 
garden  hutch  in  Retford,  Not¬ 
tinghamshire,  has  been  found 
a  fortnight  later  and  20  miles 
away  at  SwaUownest,  near 
Rotherham,  having  cross  doz¬ 
ens  of  main  roads,  a  canal  and 
two  motorways.  It  is  now  in  a 
bride  hutch. 
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Prices  at  £6,000  a  bottle  as  millionaire  composer  clears  out  wine  cellar  ‘good  enough  for  Bacchus^ 

LLoyd  Webber’s  £2m  show  stoppers 


Lloyd  Webber  passion 


By  Alan  Hamilton 

THE  latest  show  for  Sir  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber  began  to  /eveal  its  list  of  star 
names  yesterday  after  decades  in 
creation.  This  time  the  composer  has 
not  written  a  bar.  He  is  auctioning  ids 
wine  cellar. 

Sir  Andrew,  ennobled  in  the  New 
Year  Honours,  is  the  owner  of  no 
ordinary  cellar.  Sotheby’s,  which  will 
conduct  the  £2  million  sale,  said  that  it 
comprised  JS.000  bottles  of  the  world's 
most  desirable  vintages.  The  4&-year- 
old  king  of  the  musical  has  been 
interested  in  wine  since  teenage  years. 
He  has  not  turned  teetotal,  nor  is  he  in 


need  of  realising  his  assets.  He  simply 
has  too  many  wines  -  enough  for  five 
lifetimes,  according  to  the  auction 
house.  He  will  keep  back  more  than 
enough  to  toast  his  successes. 

Serena  Sutcliffe,  head  of  Sotheby's 
International  wine  department,  said: 
“I  have  never  seen  such  a  galactic 
collection.  If  Bacchus  had  a  cellar,  this 
would  be  it.  in  terms  of  quality,  choice 
and  quantity,  ii  represents  the  wine 
lover’s  dream.  Virtually  every  bottle 
falls  into  the  category  of  the  world's 
most  desirable  wine." 

The  collection,  essentially  French,  is 
kept  at  Sydmonton  Court,  his  Berk¬ 
shire  home,  and  in  the  south  of  France. 


Among  items  he  has  decided  to  part 
with  are  champagnes  from  Krug.  Dom 
Perignon  and  Bollinger,  ten  cases  of 
Chateau  La  tour  1982,  24  cases  of 
Margaux  1982,  JO  bottles  of  1945 
Chateau  Lafitv.  and  six  extremely  rare 
bottles  of  Margaux  dating  from  1900. 
The  pre-sale  estimate  for  the  last- 
mentioned  is  £6,000  per  bottle. 

Miss  Sutcliffe  said:  “He  is  equally 
passionate  about  both  Bordeaux  and 
Burgundy.  Wines  which  are  luscious 
and  opulent  hold  particular  appeal  to 
him.  such  as  those  from  the  fabled 
Domaine  de  la  Romanee-ContL 

“His  cellar  comprises  the  best  of 
Bordeaux  with  the  foil  range  of  top 


Classified  Growths,  from  the  First 
downwards."  The  sale  also  includes 
superb  Rhone,  top  vintage  port,  Alsace 
and  renowned  Australian  Grange 
examples.  . 

Sir  Andrew  has  done  much  unload: 
ing  of  his  fortune  recently.  He  has  put 
Ids  six-bedroomed  London  Townhouse 
in  Eaton  Square  on  the  marker  at 
£15  million,  and  earlier  this  week 
donated  a  Bentley  car  to  a  fundraising 
aiiction  at  the  Conservative  Party 
winter  ball. 

But  at  the  same  time,  he  has  derided 
to  postpone  the  Broadway  launch  of 
his  new  Eft  million  musical.  Whistle 
Down  The  Wind. 


Crates  of  greats:  cellar  had  enough  wine  for  five  lives 


How  a  young  stranger  developed  a  taste  for  seductive  vintages  of  success 


By  Ja\e  MAcQumr 
WINE  CORRESPONDENT 

WHEN  a  hirsute  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber  first  ventured  into  wine 
sales  at  Christie’s,  he  was  an 
unlikely  looking  buyer  in  his  early 
twenties.  Michael  8  road  bent,  the 
head  of  wine  department,  ignored 
ail  his  paper-waving  attempts  to 
bid  because  he  doubted  his  com¬ 
pany  would  receive  the  money. 

The  newcomer  introduced  him¬ 


self  later  and  the  two  men  devel¬ 
oped  a  dose  friendship  that  lasted 
almost  three  decades.  Many  of  the 
composer’s  purchases  were  made 
at  Christie's.  His  selection  of 
Sotheby's  to  sell  his  collection  has 
triggered  a  brouhaha  in  die  cut¬ 
throat  auction  business. 

Christie’s,  where  Mr  Broadbent 
has  retired,  is  the  traditional  outlet 
for  fine  wines  and  the  company  is 
“sore  and  surprised".  Paul 
Bowker,  the  current  head  of  its 


none  department  said  ruefully 
yesterday.  “This  is  not  something 
we  fought  for  and  lost  We  were 
simply  never  offered  it" 

Sotheby’s  says  that  it  will  be  the 
greatest  single  wine  collection  ever 
at  auction,  although  in  June  1994 
Christie's  handled  the  sale  of  the 
private  cellar  of  the  wine  collector 
Remington  Norman.  That  fetched 
£1 J  million  then  and  would  easily 
fop  £3  million  today.  Sir  Andrew’s 
collection  is  full  of  a  rich  man’s 


fancies  with  all  the  obvious  classic 
chateaux  and  vintages  included. 
There  is  little  evidence  of  any 
exercise  of  personal  judgment  or 
connoisseurs  hip.  This  is  an  inves¬ 
tor's  collection  of  labels,  rather 
than  a  drinker's  collection  of 
favourite  bottles.  Wines  were 
bought  on  Sir  Andrew’s  behalf, 
principally  by  his  adviser  and 
friend.  David  Mason  of  the  art. 
dealers  MacConnal-Mason. 

A  list  of  21  wines  disclosed  by  the 


auction  bouse  yesterday  suggests 
there  are  not  going  to  be  any 
bargains.  The  lowest  estimate  in 
the  list  is  for  Chateau  Clime  ns 
1949,  a  Barsacat  £100  a  bottle.  The 
highest  is  for  Chateau  Larour  a 
Pomerol  at  £20,000  a  case.  The 
cellar  also  includes  rarities  such  as 
magnums  of  Chateau  Petrus  1947. 
Chateau  Lafite.  1945.  Chateau 
Margaux  1900  and  Chateau  Cbr- 
val  Blanc  1947. 

likely  buyers  mil  be  traditional¬ 


ists  who  have  an  insatiable  thirst 
for  classics.  The  great  1947  Char 
teau  Cheval  Blanc  is  a  good 
example  of  Sir  Andrew's  palate,  a 
top  drawer  St  EmUion  From  Bor¬ 
deaux’s  right  bank  and  the  star  of 
this  vintage.  The  1982  Cheval 
Blanc  is  in  the  same  league,  a  great 
wine  from  a  great  year-  its  per¬ 
fumed.  seductive  cabernet  franc 
dominated  fruit  well  to  the  fore. 

The  1900  Chateau  Margaux  is 
first  growth  daret  of  its  renowned 


vintage  but  all  any  drinker  is  likely 
to  be  opening  up  is  costiy  red  wine 
vinegar. 

Sir  Andrew  is  dearly  impressed 
by  overtly  luscious  and  opulent 
wines,  which  explains  the  presence 
of  1947  Latour  A  PomeroL  a  great 
claret  year  but  not  in  this  case  the 
wine  of  the  vintage:  Thar  tide  goes 
to  Pants  1947.  also  included. 

The  sale  is  on  May  20  and  21. 
Catalogues  listing  wines  and 
tastings’ will  be  available  in  April 
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Hawking  loses 
black  hole  bet 
‘on  technicality’ 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 
SCIENCE  EDITOR 

PROFESSOR  Stephen  Hawk¬ 
ing  has  paid  up  on  a  bet  he 
made  six  years  ago  with  two 
fellow  physicists.  He  bet  Dr 
John  Preskill  and  Dr  Kip 
Thome  of  California  Institute 
of  Technology  that  “naked 
singularities"  —  erotic  objects 
believed  to  lurk  in  the  centre  bf 
black  holes  —  could  not  exist  - 
On  a  visit  to  Caltech  from 
Cambridge  University  last 
week.  Professor  Hawking  con¬ 
ceded  defeat  No  money 
changed  hands,  he  said,  hut 
he  did  present  the  two  winners 
with  a  T-shirt  reading  “Nature 
Abhors  A  Naked  Singularity". 

“I  wasn’t  careful  enough 
about  the  wording,"  Professor 
Hawking  admitted  yesterday, 
“andjl  lost  on  a  technicality:  I 
paid  with  aT-shirt  which  they 
didn't  dare  wear  because  it 
wasn’t  politically  correct-" 

A  singularity  is  a  point  at 
which  the  normal  rules  of 
physics  cease  to  function.  At  a 
singularity,  space  and  time 
are  infinitely  distorted,  matter 
is  infinitely  dense  and  the 
effects  of  gravity  are  governed 
by  the  laws  of  quantum  phys¬ 
ics.  Singularities  are  believed 
to  exist  in  the  centre  of  blade 
holes,  where  they  cannot  be 
seen  because  they  hide  behind 
the  black  hole's  “event  hori¬ 
zon"  — the  point  beyond  which 
nothing  can  be  seen  because 
gravity  becomes  so  strong  that 
it  prevents  anything,  even 
light,  from  escaping.  A  naked 
singularity  would  be  without 
its  black  hole  covering  and 
therefore  visible. 

Dr  Preskill  and  Dr  Thome 
won  the  bet  on  the  strength  of 
supercomputer  calculations 

Skylark  is 
still  flying 
high  after 
40  years 

By  Nigel  Hawkes 

BRITAIN’S  Skylark  rocket 
is  celebrating  its  fortieth 
birthday  today.  Although  no 
match  for  Saturn  V,  which 
took  astronauts  to  the  Moon. 
Skylark  has  proved  kmger- 
uved.  It  has  completed'  452 
launches  with  a  99  per  cent 
success  rate,  sending  small 
payloads  to  the  edge  of  space. 

Skylark’s  first  flight  was  on 
PWiiroiy  13.  1957,  at  Woom- 
era  in  die  Australian  desert. 
That  was  eight  months  before 
the  Russians  launched  sput- 
nik  as  the  first  man-made 
object  to  orbit  the  Earth 
Forty  years  on.  Skylark  is 
designed  and  built  at  FA  ton. 
Bristol,  by  Matra  Marconi 
Space,  successor  company  to 
Je  space  systems  division  of 
British  Aerospace.  It  has 
an  impressive  record  Qf 
launches  m  eight  countries, 
including  early  trials  at 
A£«T»rth.  DyfetL  Ead, 
flight  now  cames  an  average 
of  ten  on-board  experiments, 

and  affordable  platform  fora 

WldCJT-Cty  of  SP®1*  experi¬ 
ments.  It  is  routinely  used  for 

SSS?  “wWn8 

gravity  and  as  a  test-bed  for 
future  satellite  aiissi^ 
On-board  experiments 
have  included  crystal  growth. 


Hawking:  paid  up  over 
"naked  singularities" 

by  Dr  Matthew  Choptuik  of 
the  University  of  Texas  in 
Austin.  He  concluded  that 
there  could  be  special  dreu in¬ 
stances  in  which  a  naked 
singularity  might  be  created 
from  a  collapsing  black  hole. 
The  chance  of  that  happening 
would  be  comparable  to 
standing  a  pencil  upright  on 
its  sharpened  tip  —  improba¬ 
ble,  yet  theoretically  possible. 

□  Astronomers  ’  using  the 
Hubble  space  telescope  say 
new  evidence  of  a  huge  black 
hole  at  the  heart  of  a  nearby 
galaxy.  Messier  32,  makes  it 
more  likely  that  the  mysteri¬ 
ous  objects  are  a  common 
feature  of  the  universe. 

□  Nasa  scientists  will  present 
new  evidence  next  month  at  a 
conference  in  Houston,  Texas, 
that  life  evolved  on  Mars. 
They  have  found  thin  films  of 
material  on  samples  from  a 
meteorite  believed  to  have 
originated  on  Mars  similar  to 
“biofilms"  made  by  bacteria 
on  Earth. 


Skylark  launching  at 

the  Aberporth  range 

biochemical  reactions,  atmo¬ 
spheric  testing  and  remote- 
sensing  projects.  Each 
launch  programme  can  cost 
about  £2  million  and  provide 

between  six  and  twenty  min¬ 
utes  of  very  tow  gravity  for 
experiment 
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Lawrence’s  university  forgives  its  son  and  lover 


By  Dawd  charter 

EDUCATION  CORRESPONDENT 

D.H.  LAWRENCE  las  finally 

been  welcomed  bade  into  the 
university  which  disowned  its 
most  famous  student  after  he 
eloped  win*  his  professor’s  wife. 

An  extenrivc  archive  of  manu¬ 
scripts,  rare '  editions  and  tetters, 
acknowledged  to  be  the  world's 
finest  private  collection  of  Law¬ 
rence  material,  has  been  be¬ 
queathed  to  Nottingham  Univpre- 
ity.  The  nhecdoo,  numbering 
1,400  Kaos  and  thought  to  be 
worth  ELS  million,  was  built  up  by 
George  Lazarus,  a  gold-share  deal¬ 
er  who  made  a  fortune  in  the 
family  firm.  Lazarus  Brothers. 

_  His  gift  completes  the  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  the  author  apd  the 
city  he  famously  dismissed  as  “that 
dismal  town".  It  is  now  certain  to 
become  one  of  the  world’s  leading 
centres  for  Lawrence  studies. 

Among  the  collection  are  previ¬ 
ously  unpublished  letters  which 
disclose  that  Nottingham^  prodi¬ 
gal  son  was  coy  even  with  his 
£un3y  about  the  contents  of  his 
most  notorious  novel.  Lady 
Chmterlqfs  Lover  In  1928  he  tried 
to  steer  his  sister  Emily  away  from 
reading  the  copy  he  felt  duty- 
bound  to  send  her  from  his  home 
in  Italy.  "1  would  not  bother  to 
read  it  you  will  find  it  rather 
heavy,"  he  wrote,  adding  that  if  she 

left  it  with  the  pages  uncut  “it 
would  be  more  valuable”. 

His  words  .proved  prophetic. 


Lawrence  and  his  wife  Frieda.  Their  affair — she  was  the  wife  of  his  former  fator  at  the  time  —  outraged  academics  af  Nottingham  and  fumed  them  against  him 


Lawrence’s  popularity,  together 
with  the  auction-room  price  of  first 
editions,  soared  after  the  sensa¬ 
tional  obscenity  trial  over  Lady 
Chatterteys  Lover  30  years  after 
Ins  death.  Although  scholars 
believe  Enrily  took  his  advice,  her 
daughter  split  the  pages  and  read 
the  book  from  cover  to  cover. 

Many  of  the  Idlers  in  the 


collection  were  written  after  Law¬ 
rence's. death  by  Frieda  Weekley. 
tteevon  Richthofen,  the  "strikingly 
beautiful”  German  who  became 
his  wife  in  1914. 

Lawrence  decided  to  leave  for 
Germany  in  1912  after  quitting 
teaching,  the  career  he  had  pre¬ 
pared  for  at  what  was  then 
University  College;  Nottingham, 


final  1906438.  He  arranged  to  meet 
his  former  tutor.  Ernest  Weekley, 
professor  of  modern  languages, 
who  was  to  provide  him  with 
contacts  on  the  Continent  But 
Lawrence  began  a  scandalous 
liaison  with  the  professors  wife 
that  rocked  the  college. 

He  was  for  years  a  persona  non 
grata  among  Nottingham  aca¬ 


demics  who  stayed  fiercely  loyal  to 
Weekley.  In  return.  Lawrence  was 
none  too  complimentary  about  the 
university.  In  the  poem  Notting¬ 
ham's  New  University,  he  wrote 
disparagingly  of  the  project  for  a 
seat  of  learning  funded  by  the 
milljonaire  founder  of  Boots,  the 
chemist 

In  Nottingham,  that  dismal 


town  /  where  I  went  to  school  and 
college./ they've  built  a  new 
university l for  a  new  dispensation 


Built  it  most  grand  and  cakeify/ 
out  of  the  noble  loot  I  derived  from 
shrewd  cash-chemistry l  by  good 
Sir  Jesse  Bool 

He  was  even  less  complimentary 
about  Englishmen  in  general  after 


deciding  to  quit  the  country.  He 
wrote:  “Curse  the  Masted,  jelly- 
boned  swines,  the  slimy,  the  belly- 
wriggling  invertebrates,  the  mis¬ 
erable  sodding  rotters,  the  flaming 
sods,  the  snivelling,  dribbling, 
dithering  pulse-less  lot  that  make 
up  England  today." 

Frieda’s  letters  document  her 
battle  with  Lawrence’s  brother. 
George,  for  possession  of  his  entire 
estate,  rather  than  a  half  share: 
She  won  in  1932. 

John  Worthen,  professor  of  Law¬ 
rence  studies  and  head  of  the 
English  department  ai  Notting¬ 
ham,  said  the  highlight  of  the 
archive  was  the  manuscript  for 
The  White  Peacock,  the  author's 
first  noveL  Drafted  while  he  was 
an  undergraduate.  629  of  the  798 
pages  are  in  Lawrence's  hand. 

Professor  Worthen  said:  “This  is 
the  real  gem  because  all  the  other 
manuscripts  of  his  novels  are  in 
America,  so  we  are  extremely 
pleased  to  have  it  here." 

Include  is  a  rare  copy  of  at  least 
one  novel  on  blue  paper.  Law¬ 
rence,  forced  to  publish  in  Italy  by 
his  prosecution  for  obscenity  over 
The  Rainbow  in  1915;  had  the  first 
(wo  copies  of  every  work  published 
in  this  way,  one  for  himselt  the 
other  for  Frieda. 

Professor  Worthen  added:  "The 
George  Lazarus  collection  is  on  a 
magnificent  scale  and  utterly 
transforms  the  research  value  of 
our  holdings.  It  is  particularly 
appropriate  that  these  materials 
are  now  in  Nottingham." 


WH  Smith  swaps 
pom  magazines 
for  sandwiches 


By  Damian  Whitworth 


W.  H.  SMITH  is  to  stop  sett¬ 
ing  pornographic  magazines 

in  its  high  street  brandies. 
Britain's  biggest  drain  of 
newsagents  is  to  remove  the 
four  soft-pom  tides  that  it 
stocks  in  the  450  stores.  Play¬ 
boy,  Mayfair.  Penthouse- dhd ' 
For  Women  will  continue  to  be 
available  in  the  company's  100 
airport  and  station  shops  and 
by  special  order. 

Anti-pornography  cam¬ 
paigners  claimed  a  victory, 
but  die  company  said  that  the 
decision  was- based  on  sales 
rather  thar^jnorals.  Better¬ 
setting  magazines  wlli  take  the 
place  of  die  four  publications. 
The  diange  was  announced 
alongside  another  innovation: 
the  chain  will  sell  sandwiches 
and  snadcs  for  a  trial  period  in 
selected  shops. 

W.  H.  Smith  said  yesterday 
that  it  regularly  deleted  maga¬ 
zines  from  its  list  to  keep  the 
total  number  of  stocked  publi¬ 
cations  to  about  1300.  The 
number  of  soft-pom  titles 
available  in  die  shops  has 
gradually  declined.  The  re¬ 
maining  four  are  among  269 
periodicals  to  be  removed 
from  the  shrives. 

"New  publications  are  com¬ 
ing  out  all  the  time  and  every 
so  often  we  have  a  review  and 
take  some  out,"  a  spokeswom¬ 


an  said.  “If  it  was  in  response 
to  campaigners  we  would 
have  removed  them  from  all 
our  stores  but  the  magazines 
wffl  still  be  available  for  order 
and  at  our  airport  and  station 
stores,  where  they  continue  to 
sell  well  and  where  there  is 
much  higher  male  traffic.” 

The  Campaign  Against  Por¬ 
nography,  whose  members 
have  removed  magazines 
from  stores  and  chained  them¬ 
selves  to  shelves,  said:  “We 
fed  it  is  a  great  triumph.  We 
believe  the  magazines  are  not 
selling  because  men  are  now 
embarrassed  to  go  into  high 
street,  stores  far  them.”  ■ 

But  a  spokeswoman  for  the 
campaign  said  dud  the  com¬ 
pany  was  still  heavily  involved 
in  pornography:  "W.H. 
Smith  is  the  biggest  distribu¬ 
tor  of  pornography  through 
local  newsagents,  so  we  have  a 
lot  of  work  to  do." 

Carl  Srutcher,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Piuil  Raymond  Organ¬ 
isation,  publisher  of  Mayfair. 
said:  “This  derision  had  been 
coming  for  some  time  because, 
to  be  frank,  the  proportion  of 
our  sales  in  W.  HL  Smith’s 
high  street  stores  has  been 
dropping  fra-  years.  It  could  be 
because  Smith's  is  seen  as 
general  retail  store  more  than 
a  newsagent’s  these  days." 
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just  compare  these  Interest  rotes 


Ask  yourself  this,  “Do  I  really,  really 
love  her?" 


You  can  send  her  messages  of  up  to 


BT  EasyReach  has  98%  coverage  of 


90  characters.  That’s  around  25  to  30  the  UK  population  and  the  battery  lasts 


Annual  APR  MeeMrCard 

«■"*  WT  PuKha—  Mbf 

22-3*  feaas^o 
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The  Royal  Bank 

MC  of  Scotland 


Yes?  Then  you’ll  want  to  tell  her  every  words,  so  there’s  plenty  of  room  for  you  for  weeks,  so  she  can  be  your  Valentine 


day  and  not  just  on  Valentine’s  Day. 


to  tel!  her  your  love  is  as  deep  as  the  every  day  of  the  year. 


■  Which  means  that  the  ideal  Valentine’s  ocean,  as  wide  as  the  sky  and  as  long  as 

Day  gift  for  her  is  a  BT  EasyReach  a  piece  of  string. 


Which  leaves  you  with  just  one 
problem:  how  to  think  of  365  ways  of 


messager.  The  messager’s  small  enough  The  messager  receives  messages  in  saying,  “I  love  you.” 

to  fit  comfortably  into  a  bag  or  even  a  moments,  but  will  store  up  to  15  until  For  more  details  call  0800  800  040. 
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pocket,  so  she  can  easily  keep  ft  with  her 
at  all  times,  as  she  waits  impatiently  for 
your  latest  missive. 


she  is  ready  to  read  them.  (She  may  want  You’ll  get  the  message. 


to  keep  it  so  that  she  can  read  it  over  and 
over  again.) 


EasyReach 


BT  COMMUNICATION  CENTRES,  BT  SHOP®,  THE  CARPHONE  WAREHOUSE,  CURRYS  SUPERSTORES;  PHONES  4U.  STAPLES.  THE  LINK,  SELECTED  BRANCHES  OF  DIXONS,  COMET  AND  POST  OFFICE  COUNTERS, 
Calls  to  a  t«xf  masflflflir  are  charged  to  the  caller  at  S5p  per  call  at  peak  times  (Mon-FrI  0800-1800}  and  35p  per  call  at  oil-peak  times.  Calls  to  a  nurmertc  messager  are  charged  at  25p, 
regardless  of  the  time  of  day.  Calls  from  BT  pubttd  payphones,  mobiles,  non-BT  networks  and  those  made  using  BT  Cftargeeards  are  charged  at  different  rates.  All  prfees  include  VAT. 
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Lib  Dems 
backtrack 
on  bonus 
for  elderly 

By  Polly  Newton 

POLITICAL  REPORTER 

THE  Liberal  Democrats 
denied  having  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  increasing  Christ¬ 
mas  bonuses  for  pension¬ 
ers  yesterday  after  their 
social  security  spokes¬ 
woman  announced  that  it 
was  party  policy. 

Liz  Lynne  said:  'The 
miserly  £10  Christinas 
bonus  is  an  insuit  which 
we  want  to  redress  by 
paying  a  double  pension 
in  the  first  week  of  Decem¬ 
ber."  She  said  the  cost 
would  be  £580  million. 

But  party  officials  were 
quick  to  point  out  that 
bonus  increase  was  a 
"long-term  aim'',  not  a 
commitment  for  the  next 
Parliament,  and  would 
cost  only  £440  million. 
One  said:  “It  is  policy  to  do 
this,  but  when  it  comes  to 
the  manifesto  polity  will 
have  to  be  prioritised  very 
ruthlessly.” 

The  confusion  overshad¬ 
owed  the  launch  of  the 
party’s  Fair  Deal  for  Older 
.  People  programme. 

□  A  Labour  government 
would  establish  low-cost 
"stakeholder  pension" 
schemes,  run  by  financial 
services  companies  in 
partnership  with  organ¬ 
isations  such  as  trade 
unions.  Harriet  Harman, 
Labour's  social  security 
spokeswoman,  said. 


Howard  and  Straw 
accused  of  rushing 
new  bugging  law 
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Howarth 
in  line 
for  Welsh 
seat 


By  James  Land  ale  and  Polly  Newton 


MICHAEL  HOWARD  and 
jack  Straw  were  accused  yes¬ 
terday  of  rushing  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  new  police  bugging 
laws  through  Parliament  in  an 
authoritarian  manner. 

Backbenchers  on  all  sides  of 
the  House  said  that  the  Police 
Bill  raised  such  grave*  consti¬ 
tutional  matters  that  its  de¬ 
tailed  committee  stage  should 
be  considered  by  all  MPs  on 
the  floor  of  die  Centurions. 
They  told  the  Home  Secretary 
and  his  Labour  counterpart 
that  a  small  committee  com¬ 
prising  a  handful  of  MPs 
could  not  adequately  scrut¬ 
inise  such  an  important  Bill. 

The  Bill,  which  came  up  for 
its  second  reading  in  the 
Commons  yesterday,  will  al¬ 
low  the  police  to  bug  private 
property  in  the  fight  against 
serious  crime. 

However,  the  measure  suf¬ 
fered  several  defeats  in  the 
House  of  Lords  when  Labour 
and  many  crossbench  peers 
voiced  concerns  at  the  civil 
liberties  implications  of  police 
being  able  to  bug  without 
prior  judicial  approval-  Under 
the  original  draft  of  the  Bill, 
any  decisions  to  mount  an 
intrusive  surveillance  opera¬ 
tion  would  have  been  re¬ 
viewed  retrospectively. 

Mr  Howard  was  forced  to 
make  several  concessions,  ac¬ 
cepting  that  a  senior  judge. 


known  as  a  commissioner, 
must  give  prior  approval  be¬ 
fore  the  police  bug  private 
homes,  offices,  hotel  bedrooms 
and  doctors,  lawyers  and  jour¬ 
nalists,  except  in  urgent  cases. 

However,  Nicholas  Budgen 
(C,  Wolverhampton  South 
West)  said  that  many  MPs  still 
had  deep  concerns  about  how 
this  prior  approval  would-be 
given.  "Would  it  not  be  better 
to  have  a  debate  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  rather  than  have 
the  suspicion  that  this  is  being 
bashed  through  in  a  rather 
authoritarian  way?" 

He  was  backed  by  Richard 
Shepherd  (C.  Aldridge 
Brownhills),  who  insisted  that 
constitutional  matters  were 
traditionally  discussed  in  a 
committee  of  all  MPs.  Both 
the  Rev  Ian  Paisley,  leader  of 
the  Democratic  Unionists, 
and  David  Trimble,  leader  of 
the  Ulster  Unionists,  also 
voiced  their  support  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  Bill  on  the  floor  of 
the  Commons. . 

But  Mr  Howard  brushed 
aside  the  demands,  saying 
that  MPs  would  have  ample 
chance  to  debate  the  Bill  in 
detail  during  its  report  stage. 
He  insisted  that  no 
consitutional  issues  were  at 
stake  because  chief  constables 
had  authorised  bugging  oper¬ 
ations  for  many  years  with 
"responsibility  and  restraint" 


to  tackle  major  drug  traffick¬ 
ers,  kidnappers,  terrorists  and 
major  fraudster*.  The  BQI  was 
simply  putting  this  power  on  a 
statutory  footing- 

Mr  Howard  said:  This  is 
an  important  Bill,  ft  will  make 
life  very  much  harder  for 
major  criminals.  That's  what 
the  public  wants  to  see:  thaTS 
what  the  whole  House  wants 
to  see;  that's  what  this  Bid 
achieves." 

Mr  Straw  said  that  serious 
crime  was  on  the  increase  and 
the  police  should  be  given 
tougher  powers  to  combat  it 
“I  wish  for  the  world  of  Dixon 
of  Dock  Green  but.  if  that 
world  ever  existed,  it  has  for 
sure  now  been  and  gone." 

He  said  that  the  police 
should  be  given  powers  10  bug 
private  property  in  pursuit  of 
serious  crime,  but  added: 
"There  is  always  the  potential 
for  such  powers  to  be  abused. 
Effective  control  checks  must 
be  in  place  to  ensure  that  this 
does  nor  happen." 

As  a  result  of  Mr  Howard’s 
concessions,  the  Bill  now  has 
Labour’s  full  support  and  is 
likely  to  become  taw  before  the 
general  election. 

However,  the  liberal  Dem¬ 
ocrats  oppose  it  because  they 
believe  that  prior  authorisa¬ 
tion  should  be  given  by  a 
circuit  judge,  rather  titan  a 
commissioner.  Alan  Beith.  the 


‘  NIFTY  N\tCtC*,rtOWWD  GMJQHT  IN  Mttwrr  OF  AM  1HCTDC  %JttB 


party's  home  affairs  spokes¬ 
man,  said  he  could  not  sup¬ 
port  the  agreement  struck  by 
labour  and  the  Tories  to 
ensure  that  the  Bid  would 
receive  a  second  reading.  The 
deal  will  not  do.”  he  said. 

Mr  Beith  did  not  believe 
that  Mr  Howard  could  give 
assurances  on  behalf  of  every 


police  force  that  a  code  of 
practice  would  be  observed. 
There  should  be  a  much 
stricter  definition  of  die  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  which  the 
police  would  be  allowed  to  bug 
without  prior  authorisation. 

Mr  Budgen  said  it  was  vital 
that  the  Bm  undergo  further 
scrutiny  on  the  floor  of  the 


House  because  Labour  had 
not  opposed  it  properly.  “Lab¬ 
our  have  become  more  au¬ 
thoritarian  than:  the  Tories.  If 
the  Tories  are  in  favour  of 
kicking  a  beggar  once.  Labour 
is  in  favour  of  kicking  a 
beggar  twice.  The  official 
Opposition  has  not  done  its 
job  at  all  on  this  Bill." 


Tories’  economic  argument  is  falling  on  deaf  ears 


The  Tories  are  having  the 
better  of  the  pre-election  ar¬ 
gument  over  the  economy, 
but  it  may  not  do  them  much  good 
electorally.  This  is  not  just  a  matter 
of  statistics  —  the  nse  in  living 
standards,  the  further  sharp  fall  in 
unemployment  and  the  relatively 
low  level  of  inflation  (despite  the 
differences  over  interest  rate  policy 
between  Kenneth  Clarke  and  the 
Bank  of  England  which  1  discussed 
yesterday).  The  Tories  are  right 
about  the  conditions  needed  to 
create  and  sustain  competitiveness, 
but  this  is  an  elusive  concept  for 
most  voters,  I  haven’t  beard  many 
people  talking  about  “the  enterprise 
centre  of  Europe”  recently,  even  in 
Conservative  Central  Office. 


Britain  is  well  placed  by  compari¬ 
son  with  the  rest  of  Europe  on 
labour  market  reform,  de- regula¬ 
tion  and  non-wage  costs.  William 
Waldegrave  made  a  strong  case  in  a 
speech  to  the  Social  Market  Founda¬ 
tion  (SMF)  on  Monday  that  the 
more  flexible  Anglo-Saxon  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  labour  market  is  better 
tor  creating  jobs  and  reducing 
unemployment  than  tile  less  flexible 
European  social  model 
Yet  claims  by  ministers  that  the 
rest  of  Europe  is  moving  slowly  in 
our  direction  on  labour  market 
reform  undermines  some  of  the 
.Tories’  warnings  about  the  dangers 
of  the  social  chapter.  If  other 
countries  no  longer  favour  the 
extensive  intervention  and  require- 


:  RIDDEU- 

on  politics 


ments  on  business  advocated  in  the 
past,  then  the  social  chapter  looks 
more  of  a  paper  tiger. 

Both  parties  are  hying  to  have  the 
best  of  both  worlds  on  the  social 
chapter:  the  Tories  by  treating  it  as  a 
dangerous  iceberg,  and  Labour  by 
presenting  it  as  a  non-threatening 
symbol  of  decency.  But  signing  up  to 
the  social  chapter  would  remove 
Britain's  power  of  choice  since 
decisions  would  be  taken  by  quali¬ 
fied  majority  voting.  Tony  Blair  is 
relying  heavily  on  the  good  inten¬ 
tions  of  other  countries. 

Mr  Blair  has,  of  course,  embraced 


globalisation.  He  listens  to  business, 
as  he  showed  in  his  response  to  the 
thoughtful  recent  book  from  the 
Institute  of  Public  Polity  Reseach. 
Mr  Blair  is  the  friend  of  the 
multinationals.  Microsoft  has  re¬ 
placed,  or  at  least  complemented, 
Methodism  in  Labour’s  pantheon. 
But  Is  Labour  willing  to  do  what  is 
necessary  to  secure  competitiveness? 
This  is  much  broader  than  just 
the  social  chapter  and  embraces 
deregulation  and  privatisation  — 
which  Mr  Clarice  on  Tuesday 
described  as  “a  litmus  test  of 
whether  you  seriouslyrsupport-free 
enterprise". 

My  hunch  is  that  most  voters 
probably  accept  the  case  for  freer 
markets  and  for  privatisation  (after 


the  event  anyway).  What  concerns 
them  is  the  uncertainty  and  insecu¬ 
rity  created  by  globalisation.  Labour 
has  been  making  much  of  this. 
Indeed  as  unemployment  has  fallen, 
insecurity  has  become  the  dub  to 
beat  the  Government  But  as  a  new 
SMF  research  paper  from  David 
Smith  has  shown,  insecurity  is 
much  exaggerated  in  practice.  Aver¬ 
age  job  tenure  has  not  fallen 
dramatically;  temporary  work  is 
much  less  in  Britain  than  in  much  of 
Europe,  and  is  rising  only  slowly; 
and  the  British  Social  Attitudes 
survey  has  found  “no  evidence  of  • 
substantial  job  insecurity".  In  part, 
tire  reported  phenomenon  may  be 
linked  with  the  service  industry  re-  - 
dundandes  erf  the  early  1990s  and 


negative  equity  in  the  housing 
market 

Nevertheless,  the  Tories  have  so 
far  foiled  to  articulate  the  link 
between  competitiveness  and  per¬ 
sonal  security.  Talking  about  Asian 
tigers  convinces  few  voters.  The 
Tory  message  that  economic  effici¬ 
ency  creates  social  cohesion  sounds 
ab  tract  and  arid.  The  Labour  alter¬ 
native  that  social  cohesion  is  a 
precondition  for  economic  success 
sounds  more  appealing.  Labour  has 
strong  arguments  on  the  need  to  do 
more  to  address  longterm  unem¬ 
ployment,  to  improve  drills  arid  the  - 
infrastructure.  The  Tories  have  a 
solid  case,  but  is  anyone  listening?  , 

Peter  Riddell 


By  Jill  Sherman 

CHIEF  POLITICAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE  Labour  MP  for  Newport 
East.  Rqy  Hughes,  announced 
yesterday  that  is  standing 
down,  prompting  a  flurry  of 
speculation  about  whether  the 
Tory  defector  Alan  Howarth 
would  replace  him. 

Mr  Howarth  is  still  looking 
for  a  seat  to  fight  at  the  general 
election.  Mr  Hughes,  71,  has 
been  MP  for  Newport  since 
1996  told  has  a  majority  of 
9.899. 

Labour’s  national  by-elec¬ 
tion  panel  will  either  impose  a 
shortlist  for  Newport  East,  as 
there  is  no  time  for  the  full 
selection  to  take  place,  or  will 
wait  until  the  general  election 
is  called,  after  which  the 
selection  procedure  can  be 
bypassed  and  a  candidate 
imposed. 

The  by-election  panel  meets 
on  Monday  to  draw  up  a 
shortlist  for  Don  Valley,  the 
seat  vacated  by  the  death  of 
Martin  Redmond  last  month. 
But  it  will  also  discuss  wheth¬ 
er  to  draw  up  a  shortlist  for 
Newport  East  and  whether 
Mr  Howarth,  or  Bryan  Da¬ 
vies,  who  is  higher  education 
spokesman  and  the  only 
frontbencher  still  without  a 
seat,  should  be  on  it. 

Mr  Davies,  whose  Oldham 
Central  and  Royton  seat  dis¬ 
appears  under  boundary 
changes,  is  for  more  popular 
within  the  party  but  if  Mr 
Howarth.  MP  for  Stratford 
upon' Avon,  does  not  find  a 
seat,  it  will  be  highly  embar¬ 
rassing  for  Tony  Blair. 

One  possibility  is  that 
Derek  Paster,  former  Chief 
Whip  and  now  the  Shadow 
Public  Service  Minister,  might 
step  down  to  allow  Mr  Blair  to 
impose  Mr  Howarth  as  the 
candidate  for  his  Bishop  Auck¬ 
land  seat  Mr  Foster  has  been 
promised  a  Cabinet  post  but 
Mr  Blair  could  send  him  to  the 
Lords  and  still  honour  the 
pledge. 


IN  PARLIAMENT 


TODAY  in  Ilia  OotimonK  Itwaury  ques¬ 
tions;  quatftana  to  the  Prims  lihnter; 
Comparaw  Act  {Dtocters’ Report)  (State* 
mmt  of  Payment  Practice)  Regulations 
debate  on  House  of  Commons  Dts- 
quatfcqHon  Act  backbench  debate  on 
WeKmyn  HatdtUd  CouncTs  dispute  wtth 
Slough  Eatoten:  tn  the  lords:  Geneva 
Corwanltofw  (Amendment}  SI/,  com- 
rrtHtea;  Overawe  Domestic  Workers 
[Protection)  BB,  committee;  Crime  (Sen¬ 
tenced  MC  cousnttee;  rfebete  on  Impact 
of  vrind  twins  on  rural  environment. 
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Ministers  face  defeat  on  crime  Bill 


By  Frances  Gibb 
and  Richard  Ford 

THE  Government  is  braced 
for  a  defeat  today  when  the 
Lard  Chief  Justice  leads  an  all¬ 
party  alliance  of  peers  against 
Michael  Howard’s  plans  for 
tougher  sentencing. 

Lord  Bingham  of  ComhiU, 


the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  his 
predecessor.  Lord  Taylor  of 
Gosfortb,  are  expected  to  join 
with  peers  in  backing  a  move 
to  restore  judges’  sentencing 
discretion  under  the  Crime 
(Sentences)  Bill. 

At  defeat  will  put  the  future 
of  the  Bill  in  doubt  because  of 
die  shortage  of  time  left  before 


the  election.  The  Bill  will  have 
to  return  to  the  Commons,  go 
back  to  the  Lords  then  return 
to  the  Commons  before  be¬ 
coming  law. 

Hie  Bill  proposes  automatic 
life  sentences  for  repeat  seri¬ 
ous  sexual  and  violent  offend¬ 
ers,  a  seven-year  minimum 
sentence  for  persistent  dealing 


in  hard  drugs  and  three-year 
minimum  sentences  for  per¬ 
sistent  burglars. 

Today  peers  will  vote  on  two 
amendments  that  would  en¬ 
able  judges  to  take  into  ac¬ 
count  the  circumstances  of  the 
offence  and  the  offender,  and 
to  vary  a  minimum  sentence  if 
they  consider  it  to  be  “unjust". 
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Triumphal  art  of  France’s  history  cossetted  in  concealed  splendour  at  Palace  of  Versailles 


EMHELU1D6H/UAISOWME7WOR 


BEHIND  the  gilded  and 
locked  doors  of  Louis  XIV* 
palace  at  Versailles  lies  a 
Huge,  splendid  and  embar¬ 
rassing  “  secret"— aOOOpaim- 
mgs  and  2,000  statues,  one  of 
Europe's  greatest  art  coDec- 
tiwis,  have  remained  dosed  to 
the  public  for  nearly  two 
decades  through  lack  of  funds. 

More  than  three  million 
tourists  visit  Versailles  every 
year  to  marvel  at  die  celebrat¬ 
ed  Hall  of  Mirrors  and  the 
sumptuous  royal  rooms,  but 
what  they  cannot  see  is  the 
“Museum  of  the  History  of 
France",  the  array  of  artworks 
assembled  in  the  19th  century 
by  Louis-Philippe.  France's 
“Citizen  King",  and  arranged 
in  125  closed  galleries. 

The  collection,  which  in¬ 
cludes  works  by  Delacroix. 
David  and  Vjgfie  Lebrun,  is 
dosed  because  the  State 
claims  it  cannot  afford  the  200 
additional  security  guards 
needed.  Now  a  campaign,  led 
by  Le  Figaro,  has  been 
launched  to  force  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  reopen  the  museum. 
“The  largest  history  museum 
in  the  world  is  to  be  found  at 
Versailles,"  the  newspaper  de¬ 
clared.  "Yet  it  is  forbidden  to 
the  public." 

The  fabulous  Hall  of  Bat¬ 
tles,  lined  with  paintings  ceie- 


Ffeota  Ben  Maontyre  in  paris 


bra  ting  French  fiats  of  aims 
from  496  to  1809;  has  occasion¬ 
ally  been  open  to  the  public; 
but  the  other  galleries  devoted 
to  important  episodes  in 
French  history  are  permanent¬ 
ly  dosed.  As  critics  have 
pointed  out,  die  State  spends 
millions  every  year  heating 
the .  125  rooms,  polishing  the 
gleaming  parquet  floors  and 
maintaining  the  paintings,  to 
be  admired  only  by  a  skeleton 


Louis-Philippe:  spent 
fortune  on  collection 


Pretoria  links  officer 
to  prison  gun  siege 

Johannesburg:  An  investigation  was  ordered  last  night  to 
find  out  if  firearms,  used  for  prisoners  in  a  siege  at  a  South 
African  jail  in  which  five  people  were  held  hostage  for  40 
.  hours,  were  supplied  by  a  warder  {Ray  Kennedy  writes). 

Officials  of  the  Department  of  Correctional  Sendees  said 
that  the  involvement  of  a  warder  in  the  siege  af  tbe-maximum 
security  wingof  St  Alban’s  prison  in  Fort  Elizabeth  could  not 
be  ruled  out.  A  task  force  which  was  sent  from  Pretoria 
stormed  the  Mode  shortly  after  3am  yesterday  and  freed  the 
hostages,  two.  warders,  two  electricians  and  a  woman  prison 
hospital  worker.  ?■  - 

Strike  doses  Acropolis 

Athens:  Hundreds  of  tourists  found  die  Acropolis  barred  by 
locked  gates  as  guards  joined  other  Culture  Ministry 
employees  striking  for  higher  pay  (John  Carr  writes). 
Greece's  national  archaeological  museum  stayed  open,  but 
most  outdoor  archaeological  sites  were  shut  disrupting 
classical  coach  tours.  All  such  tours  feature  a  dimb  to  the 
Acropolis,  which  has  been  dosed  by  strikes  several  times  in 
recent  years.  The  employees’  union  said  that  museum 
guards  were  poorly  paid  and  accused  the  Government  of 
neglecting  security.  , 

El  Loco  to  fight  on  in  exile 

Abdala  Bucaram,  the  Ecuadorean  President  who  was  sacked 
by  Congress  on  the  ground  of  “mental  incapadty"  last  week, 
left  the  country  yesterday  in  a  private  jet,  saying  that  he 
would  launch  a  “campaign  in  exile"  to  regain  power 
(GabrieUa  Gamini  writes)-  “My  country  has  been  taken  over 
by  a  dictatorship,"  said  Senor  Bucar&m,  self-styled  El  Loco ' 
(die  madman).  Meanwhile.  Fabidn  Alarctia  -the  former 
congressional  Speaker,  was  sworn  in  as  interim  President, 
pledging  to  restore  Ecuador’s  dignity  and  respect 

Riot  over  work  permits 

Freetown:  Sierra  Leone  police  opened  fire  in  the  capital  to 
quell  a  riot  by  hundreds  of  youths  who  stormed  the  main  post 
office,  accusing  officials  of  dumping  American  visa  applica¬ 
tions  in  the  sea.  Red  Cross  workers  said  eight  people  received 
bullet  wounds.  Post  office  officials  denied  destroying  the  visa 
applications,  which  were  part  of  an  annual  lottery  organised 
for  the  United  States  to  give  a  limited  number  of  would-be 
migrants  a  work  permit  (Reuter) 

Tax  fraud  charges  dropped 

Mexico  City:  An  appeal  court  judge  has  ordered  prosecutors 
to  drop  tax  evasion  charges- against  a  brother  of  Carlos 
Salinas  de  Gortari,  the  farmer  President,  for  lack  of  evidence. 
Raul  Salinas  has  been  in  a  maximum  security  jail  since 
February  1995,  awaiting  trial  on  charges  of  tax  fraud  and 
illicit  enrichment  He  is  also  accused  of  masterminding  the 
1994  murder  of  a  former  brother-in-law.  (AP) 

Swiss  set  up  Holocaust  fund 

Berne:  The  Swiss  Government  agreed  yesterday  to  create 
immediately  a  fond  to  help  victims  of  the  Holocaust.  Flavio 
Com.  the  Foreign  Minister,  said.  The  Cabinet  was  still 
considering  Jewish  groups’  demands  for  compensation  for 
what  they  allege  was  Swiss  profiteering  from  the  Second 
World  War.  {Reuter)  Letters,  page  21 


Women  ‘not  legal  currency 


ed  against  a  moewmui  gave  iviuhuu  - 

woman,  money  and  pigs  to  a  tribe  as  compensation 
incident  in  which  a  man  was  shot  dead.  (Reuter  j 


security  staff  and  a  handful  of 
selected  scholars. 

"At  a  lime  when  we  are 
spending  Fr700  million 
(£76millioa)  on  the  Pompidou 
Centre  . . .  could  one  not  also. 

■  rehabilitate  the  only  museum* 
wholly  devoted  to  our  fust- 
cay?"  Francois  Hauter  wrote. 
The  cost  of  reopening  the 
museum  would  not  exceed 
Fr50  million  a  year,  he  said. 

King  Louis-Philippe  spent 
much  of  his  personal  fortune 
commissioning  about  3,000 
paintings  to  represent  "all  the 
glories  of  France"  in  a  muse¬ 
um  intended  to  reflect  national 

■  reconciliation.  The  niuseum  . 
opened  in  June  1837.  and  at 
one  stage  attracted '  12,000 
visitors  a  day.  “The  success  of 
Versailles  continues  to  be  pro¬ 
digious.'"  the  king  observed. 
"It  is  not  only  Parisians  who  ‘ 
go  ...  but  also  peasants."  The 
king  was  deposed  in  1848  and 
by  die  end  of  the  last  century 
the  museum  was  firmly  out  of 
fashion.  Its  doors  were  last' 
opened  to  the  public  in  1978, 
but  then  immediately  closed 
again  when  Breton  national¬ 
ists  detonated  a  bomb.  The 
galleries,  hailed  by  Victor 
Hugo  as  “this  magnificent 
book  which  is  the  history  of 
France  within  the  magnificent 
binding  that  is  Versailles", 


Chechnya 

President 

pledges 

‘freedom* 

.  From  Robom  Lodge 

..  IN  MOSCOW 

ASLAN  MASKHADOV,  ffie 
newly  elected.  President,  of 
Chechnya,  formally  took  office 
at  an  inauguration; ceremony 
in  Grozny,  yesterday  and 
pledged  to  make  the  break¬ 
away  republic’s  independence 
a  reality  after  nearly  two  years 
of  war  with  Moscow. 

Russian  television  carried 
pictures  of  the  ceremony 
showing  the  commander.  45, 
who  had  swapped  his  custom¬ 
ary  fatigues  for  a  dark  suit 
taking  the  oath  of  office. 

With  his  right-hand  placed 
on  a  copy  of  the  Koran.  Mr 
Maskhadov  swore  to.  defend 
the  constitution,  laws  atnd  free¬ 
dom  of  the  Chechen  state. 
“Now  it  is  the  duty  of  each  and 
every  one  of  us  to  realise  the 
expectations  of  our  ancestors, 
our  heroes  fallen  in  the  holy 
war,  of  the  right  to  live  freely 
and  independently,”  he  is 
reported  - to  have  told  a  hall 
packed  with  military  and  pol¬ 
itical  figures,  religious  leaders 
and  relatives  of  fighters  wbo 
were  killed. 

The  ceremony  was  attended 
by  Ivan  Rybkin.  the  Secretary 
of  the  Russian  Security  Coun¬ 
cil,  representing  President 
Yeltsin.  General  Aleksandr 
Lebed,  who  as  Mr  Rybldn’S 
predecessor  led  the  Russian 
side  during  last  year’s  peace 
negotiations,  was  also  there. 

Russia  has  threatened  to 
break  diplomatic  ties  with  any 
country  recognising  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Chechnya.  So  far 
none  has.  Representatives 
from  Latvia,  Lithuania  and 
Ukraine  were  prevented  from 
attending  the  ceremony. 


Maskhadov:  took,  oath 
to  defend  new  state 


Child  clothes  link  to  Dutroux 


From  Reuter 
IN  BRUSSELS 


and  jewellery  during  their 
searches  of  houses  connected 
to  Dutroux,  a  convicted  child 
rapist,  around  the  central  city 
of  Charleroi.  They  had  also 
collected  20.000  hairs. 

Dutroux.  who  has  admitted 
murdering  Bernard  Wein¬ 
stein,  a  former  accomplice, 
hasalso  been  charged  with  the 
murder  of  two  girls  as  well  as 
kidnapping,  paedophile  sex. 
rape-  and  illegal  imprison; 
menL  A  source  dose  to  the 
investigation  said  that  the 


items  of  .clothing  had  been 
tentatively  identified,  using  a 
new  technique,  as  having  been 
worn  by  the  right  children  an 
the  days,  that  they  disap¬ 
peared.  The  identification  In¬ 
volves  cross-matching  types, 
colours,  size  and,  where  pos¬ 
sible.  labels  with  the  descrip¬ 
tions  given  by  the  parents. 

If  the  tests  are  positively 
confirmed* it  will  be  the  first 
time  a  direct  link  has  been 
established  between  Dutroux 
and  other  missing  children. 


Kept  but  rarely  seen:  the  Hall  of  Battles,  dedicated  to  celebrating  French  military  success,  opens  occasionally  while  other  galleries  stay  shut 


have  been  under  lock  and  key 
since. 

The  dispute  over  the  muse¬ 
um's  forure  has  taken  on  polit¬ 
ical  overtones.  Built  as  the  Sun 
King’s  fortress,  a  stunning 
visual  expression  of  absolute 
monarchy  where  Louis  XIV 
installed  his  court  in  1582, 
Versailles  has  always  been  a 
focus  of  popular  protest.  It  was 
to  Versailles  that  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  mob  marched  to  ex¬ 


tract  the  doomed  Louis  XVI. 
The  discovery  that  a  museum 
intended  for  the  people  is  off- 
limits  to  ail  but  a  few  has 
struck  a  chord  when  many 
French  voters  are  increasing 
alienated  from  what  is  seen  as 
an  elitist  and  distant 
Government 

“Would  this  Greater  Ver¬ 
sailles  not  allow  the  French 
people  to  view  their  future 
with  more  serenity,  by  redis¬ 


covering  their  communal 
past?”  wondered  M  Hauter. 

Art  experts  agree  that  the 
collection  is  eclectic,  ranging 
from  acknowleged  master¬ 
pieces  to  some  low-grade  com¬ 
missioned  works,  but  most 
agree  if  provides  a  unique 
historical  testament  that  de¬ 
serves  a  wider  audience. 
Under  mounting  pressure,  the 
directors  of  Versailles  are  now 
cot  sidering  a  plan  to  reopen 


tiie  Hall  of  Battles,  as  well  as 
galleries  devoted  to  the  17th 
and  1 8th  centuries. 

"Louis-Philippe  wanted  an 
ecumenical  museum.  This 
idea  must  not  be  forgotten." 
Hubert  Austier.  the  president 
of  the  Versailles  administra¬ 
tion,  said  last  week. 

Tourism  to  Versailles  has 
been  dropping  in  recent  years, 
and  a  massive  administrative 
overhaul  is  under  way  to  re¬ 


establish  the  chateau  as  a  key 
national  attraction.  The  cam¬ 
paigners  predict  that  the  Cul¬ 
ture  Ministry  will  soon  agree 
to  pay  for  the  extra  guards, 
thus  allowing  the  Government 
to  claim  credit  for  historical 
sensitivity.  Versailles  may  be 
faring  the  sort  of  economic 
considerations  that  never  trou¬ 
bled  Louis  XIV,  but  it  has  lost 
none  of  its  political  and  sym¬ 
bolic  power. 
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Gaullists  panic  as  Front 


calls  for  immigrant  tax 


From  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


rHE  bitter  race  relations  row 
n  France  deepened  yesterday 
Mth  the  far  Right  calling  for  a 
ax  on  companies  employing 
foreign  workers  and  a  de¬ 
mand  by  film  directors  for  a 
rebellion  against  stringent 
inii-immigration  laws. 

Bruno  Megret,  the  deputy 
leader  of  the  far-right  Nat¬ 
ional  Front  whose  wife  was 
sleeted  Mayor  of  the  southern 
‘own  of  Vitro  lies  last  weekend. 
»aid  his  party  aimed  to  force 
the  repatriation  of  Arabs. 
Asians  and  Africans  by  load¬ 
ing  taxes  on  companies  that 
employ  immigrants. 

The  Front  wanted  to  send 
foreigners  “back  to  where  they 
came  from  ...  not  because  we 
hate  them,  but  because  they 
pollute  the  national  identity 
and  take  our  jobs".  M  Megret. 
the  man  widely  seen  as  heir- 
apparent  to  Jean-Marie  Le 
Pan,  the  party  leader,  told  The 
New  York  Times. 

“When  we  have  power,  we 
will  organise  their  return.  We 
will  stop  renewing  their  resi¬ 
dence  cards,  and  we  will  force 
companies  to  pay  a  tax  on 
■foreign  workers  that  will  even¬ 


tually  lead  to  foreigners  losing 
their  positions,"  he  said. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the 
political  spectrum,  a  group  of 
top  film-makers,  including  the 
award-winning  directors.  Ber¬ 
trand  Tavernier  and  Matthieu 
Kassowitz,  defied  existing  leg¬ 
islation  that  requires  French 
citizens  to  report  the  arrival 
and  departure  of  foreigners 
without  residency  permits 
who  stay  in  their  homes. 
Critics  say  the  law  is  reminis- 


WlZZacsTiaN  JE 


Satire  on  race  law  in 
Le  Canard  Enchain 6 


cent  of  Vichy  legislation,  re¬ 
quiring  people  to  report  on 
each  other. 

In  a  statement  published  in 
le  Monde,  the  59  directors 
challenged  the  Government  to 
prosecute  them  for  breaking 
the  law  and  urged  their  fell  ow¬ 
ed  tiaens  to  ignore  “this  inhu¬ 
man  legislation  ...  we  are 
guilty,  every  one  of  us,  of 
(Hitting  up  illegal  foreign  resi¬ 
dents  ...  we  ask  to  be  investi¬ 
gated  and  put  on  trial",  the 
statement  said.' 

Le  Canard  Enchaini,  the 
satirical  weekly,  yesterday 
lampooned  the  anti-immigra¬ 
tion  law  with  a  cartoon  depict¬ 
ing  “The  France  of  To¬ 
morrow *  "Hello,  1  would  like 
authorisation  to  speak  to  a 
foreigner,”  a  man  asks  a 
stamp-wielding  government 
bureaucrat.  “How  many 
phrases?"  comes  the  reply. 

The  decisive  F ront  victory  in 
Vitrolles,  which  gave  the  Ear- 
right  party  control  over  a 
fourth  southern  town,  has 
severely  embarrassed  the 
mainstream  parties  while 
adding  fuel  to  the  blazing 
debate  over  immigration  poli¬ 


cy.  Faced  with  the  growing 
strength  of  die  Front,  the 
centre-right  Government  has 
recently  damped  down  on 
immigration,  and  a  Bill  outlin¬ 
ing  even  tougher  legislation  is 
now  under  debate  in  the 
NatitHial  Assembly. 

A  survey  commissioned  by 
the  Government  this  week 
showed  that  the  Front  could 
win  sufficent  votes  to  go 
through  to  the  second  round  in 
as  many  as  200  of  France's  577 
constituencies  in  next  year's 
parliamentary  election. 

Faced  by  the  mounting 
threat  from  the  far  Right, 
allies  of  Charles  Pasqua,  the 
former  Interior  Minister,  are 
considering  the  launch  of  a 
new  political  movement  which 
they  say  would  embrace  the 
nationalism  of  de  Gaulle  with¬ 
out  adopting  the  racism  and 
xenophobia  of  the  for  Right 

“The  only  reference  ihar 
people  relate  to  is  their  coun¬ 
try,  their  motherland."  said 
William  Abitbol,  an  aide  to  M 
Pasqua.  “If  no  one  else  can 
provide  those  answers  then 
the  National  From  is  inevita¬ 
bly  going  to  gain  power." 
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Albanian  opposition  leaden  watch  as  policemen  prevent  them  from  leaving  their  party  budding  in  Tirana 
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Police  chief  sacked 
as  More  protesters 
take  over  streets 


From  Richard  Owen  in  Tirana 


THE  Albanian  authorities 
called  off  a  move  to  declare  a 
state  of  emergency  in  the  port 
of  Vlore  yesterday,  fearing  it 
would  provoke  further  blood¬ 
shed  after  a  series  of  deaths  in 
dashes  between  protesters 
and  riot  police.  Instead  the 
Government  of  President 
Berisha  dismissed  the  local 
police  chief  and  appealed  for 
dialogue. 

But  Vlore;  on  the  Adriatic 
coast,  remained  a  town  out  of 
control,  with  police— brought 
in  in  force  over  the  past  two 
days  to  crush  tire  revolt  — 
melting  into  the  background. 
The  streets  were  In  iftc.hpnds 
of  tens  of  thousands  of  tziani- 

abandoned.  \  4 

Spearheading  the  national 
mood,  the  demonstrators  in 
Vlore  are  demanding  not  only 
the  return  of  money  lost  in 
pyramid  savings  schemes  but 
also  the  resignation  of  the 
man  whom  they  hold  respond 
siWe  for  the  financial  disaster 
President  Berisha. 

The  deaths  of  three  people 
since  rioting  broke  out  in. 
Vlore  a  week  ago  has  given 
the  anti-Berisha  revolt  its  first 
"martyrs".  “Long  five  the  free 
republic  of  Vlore"  declared 
banners  that  were  raised  by 
the  crowd  yesterday. 
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Prime  Minister,  said  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  had  removed  Fokol 
Molosmanj,  the  unpopular 
police  chief '  in  Vlore.  and 
replaced  him  with’  Echem 
Kara,  from  the  nearby  town 
of  Fler.  But  Mr  Meksi  said 
Democratic  Parly  deputies 
from  the'.  Vlore  region  had 
persuaded  him  and  President 
Berisha  not  to  impose  a  state 
of  emergency  in  case  it 
provoked  further  violence. 

In  Tirana,  crowds  pressed 
round  a  branch  of  the  nat¬ 
ional  bank  as  the  authorities 
began  to  refund  savers  from 
funds  frozen  by  the  State 
when  the  pyramid  schemes 
collapsed.  “I  got  $600  (£365)  of 
the  $l,0OQ>  I  invested,"  said 
one  mart  “Sixty  per  cent  — 
not  bad.”  Others  said  they 
bad  been  told  to  “come  back 
tomorrow". 

In  Rome.  Pier  Luigi  VIgna, 
a  senior  anti-Mafia  prosecu¬ 
tor.  said  many  of  Albania's 
troubles  stemmed  from  mas¬ 
sive  infiltration  by  Italian 
organised  crime,  which  had 
manipulated  many  of  the 
fraudulent  pyramid  schemes, 
using  Albanian  “front  men". 
□  Sofia:  President  Stoyanqv 
of  Bulgaria  last  night  swore  in 
Stefan  Sofiyansky,  the  anti- 
Sodatist  Mayor  of  Sofia,  as 
the  caretaker  Prime  Minister 
and  set  new  elections  for  April 
19.  (AP) 
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By  Christopher  Thomas,  south  Asia  correspondent 
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.  THOUSANDS  -of  Pakistani 
Christians  are  living  rough  in 
tents  after  ah  estimated  20.000 
Muslim  rioters  drove  them 
from  their  homes  in  Punjab.  It 
is  one  of  the  greatest  single 
acts  of  persecution  of  Chris¬ 
tians  since  the  creation  of 
Pakistan,  which  became  an 
Islamic  republic  in  1956. 

Hundreds  of  Christians  had 
their  homes  set  on  fire,- 
churches  were  destroyed  and 
25  girls  from  a  wrecked  Chris¬ 
tian  hostel  are  missing.  All 
religious  minorities  in  Paki¬ 
stan  haye  suffered  discrimina¬ 
tion.  and  Christians  are 
generally  among  :the  poorest 
citizens. 

Alexander  John  Malik,  the 
Bishop  of  Lahore,  the  Punjab 
capital,  said  the  entire  Chris¬ 
tian  village  of  Shantinagar,  65 
miles  from  the  city  of  Multan, 
had  been  looted  and  set  on 
fin:.  Christians  were  living  m 
tents  under  the  supervision  of 
the  army.  Until  now;  Muslims 
and  Christians  had  lived 
peacefully  together  for  many 
decades.  He  accused  police  erf 
provoking  the  trouble. 

The  deputy  superintendent 
of  police  in  Shantinagar  was 
suspended  after  Christians  ac¬ 
cused  him  and  two  colleagues 
of  desecrating  the  Bible  dur¬ 
ing  a  raid  .rat.  a  Christian 
home.  The  officers  were 
arrested  and  released  on  bail. 
Bishop  Malik  said  they  had 
sought  revenge  by  spreading 


rumours  that  Christians  had 
torn  pages  from  the  Koran, 
written  blasphemous  remarks 
rat  them  and  thrown  them,  into 
a  mosque. 

Two  men  were  reportedly 
killed  during  the  riots,  appar¬ 
ently  by  police  bullets,  and  19 
others,  including*  policeman, 
were  injured.  There  are  fewer 
than  three  million  Christians 
in  Pakistan,  which  has  a 
population  of  130  million.  Two 
years  ago.  a  14-year-old  Chris- 


C  The  news  was 
broadcast  that 
Muslims  had 
found  a 

desecrated  copy 
of  the  Koran  2 


tian  boy  was  sentenced  to 
death  for  blasphemy  in  La¬ 
hore,  but  was  acquitted  on 
appeal 

Christian  Solidarity  Inter¬ 
national.  based  in  Surrey,  said 
13  churches  were  destroyed 
during  the  rioting.  Muslims 
had  repealed  finding  a  dese¬ 
crated  copy  of  the  Koran. 

“News  of  this  incident  was 
immediately  broadcast  by  two 
vans  fitted  with  loudspeak¬ 
ers,”  it  said.  “This'  drew  a 


frenzied  crowd  who  went  on  a 
rampage."  The  army  was 
called  in  by  police  to  quell  tile 
riots.  The  affair  had  been  well 
planned  and  co-ordinated  by 
extremists. 

The  organisation  added  that 
L500  families  were  made 
homeless  by  the  riots.  It  urged 
international  pressure  on  IV. 
kistan  to  abandon  the  use  o£ 
separate  electoral  rolls,  under 
which  religious  communities 
vote  for  their  own  members. 
This  “religious  apartheid”  act¬ 
ed -against  the  political  and 
social  interests  of  minorities. 

Benazir  Bhutto,  the  former 
Prime  Minister,  never  hon¬ 
oured  a  pledge  to  review  the 
blasphemy  laws  in  make  them 
less  open  to  abase  by  Islamic 
extremists.  A 1987  amendment 
to  the  blasphemy  laws  made 
the  death  penalty  mandatory 
for  anyone  convicted  of  blas¬ 
phemy  involving  the  name  of 
the  Prophet  Muhammad. 

The  small  Ahraadiyya  com¬ 
munity.  a  religious  sect  found¬ 
ed  in  1889,  faces  severe 
persecution.  It  is  accused  of 
claiming  that  its  founder  was 
a  prophet,  contrary  to  the 
orthodox  Islamic  tenet  that 
Muhammad  was  the  last  pro¬ 
phet  Pakistan  declared  the 

Ahmadiyyas  non-Muslim  in 
1974  and  a  decade  later  an 
ordinance  made  them  liable 
for  prosecution  for  any  activity 
deemed  likely  to  “outrage  tire 
religious  feelings  of  Muslims’". 


Husband  of 
Cornwell’s 
lover  jailed 
for  61  years 


From  Quentin  Letts 
in  NEW  YORK 


A  FORMER  FBI  agent  whose 
estranged  wife  had  a  lesbian 
affair  with  Patricia  Cornwell, 
the  novelist,  faces  a  long  stint 
in  prison  after  being  found 
guilty  of  attempted  murder.' 

Eugene  Bennett,  42.  claimed 
he  was  insane  when  he  plotted 
to  kill  his  wife;  Marguerite, 
but  a  jury  in  Virginia  recom¬ 
mended  that  he  spend  61  years 
in  jail.  Bennett,  a  father  of  two, 
used  his  surveillance  skills  to 
snoop  on  his  wife  while  she 
conducted  an  affair  with  Miss 
Cornwell,  who  has  made  mil¬ 
lions  from  detective  novels. 
Miss  Cornwell  did  not  gjve 
evidence  and  did  not  attend 
the  trial.  . 

The  court  heard  that  Ben¬ 
nett  started  to  plot  his  wife’s' 
death  after  their  marriage 
broke  down  during  her  affair 
with  Miss  ComwdL  Bennett 
watched  the  two  women  em¬ 
brace  in  a  car  and  later 
kidnapped  at  gunpoint  his 
wife’s  church  minister,  the  Rev  . 
Edwin  Clever,  and  lured  Mrs 
Bennett  to  the  saene. 

Mrs  Bennett,  42.  herself  a 
former  FBI  agent,  suspected 
that  her  husband  was  up  to 
something  and  went  to  the 
church  with  a  gun.  Bennett 
had  tied  the  minister  to  a  chair 
and  had  placed  a  bag  around 
his  waist  that  apprared  to  be 
primed  with  explosives. 


Anderson  Is  escorted  by  police  into  court  yesterday 


Six  murder  charges 
for  New  Zealander 


From  Agknce  France-Presse  in  Hamilton 


THE  man  accused  of  carrying 
out  the  latest  mass  ItiUing  to 
rock  New  Zealand  appeared 
in  court  yesterday  as  400 
people  gathered  for  a  memori¬ 
al  service  for  the  six  victims 
hear  the  scene  of  the  killings. 

-  Five  new  murder  charges 
were  laid  against  Stephen 
Anderson,  24.  in  his  second 
court  appearance  since  the 
killings  on  Saturday  at  the  rid 
resort  of  Raurtmu. 

Among  the  new  charges 
was  the  murder  of  his  father. 
Mr  Anderson,  who  faced  a 
first  murder  count  when  he 
was  brought  before  a  special 
court  on  Sunday,  also  faces’ 
eight  charges  of  attempted 
murder  and  one  of  illegal 
possession  of  a  shotgun. 

Mr  Ahdersrai  was  not  asked 


to  enter  a  plea  during  the 
eight-minute  hearing  in  the 
Hamilton  District  Court  and 
was  remanded  in  custody 
until  February  26.  His  lawyer. 
Stuart  Grieve,  asked  Judge 
Geoffrey  Rea  to  remand  Mr 
Anderson  to  a  psychiatric 
institution. 

Mr  Anderson,  who  was 
found  naked  in  the  bush  after 
the  shootings,  looked  gaunt 
and  downcast  as  he  stood  in . 
the  dock  wearing  white  police- 
issue  overalls,  flanked  lay 
police  officers.  '•-* 

Mr  Anderson’s  father,  New- 
file  Robin  Anderson,  was 
among  the  dead.  His  mother 
was  wounded  in  the  attack 
which  came  during  a  fondly 
reunion,  at  a  ski  lodge  in  the 
village.  "  . 
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‘Little  harm’ 
in  ten-death 
treachery 


By  Quentin  Letts 


THE  American  traitor  Al¬ 
drich  Ames,  granted  the  sur¬ 
prising  'privilege  of  e 
television  interview  on  an 
American  news  show,  said 
that  his  betrayal  of  his  coun¬ 
try  to  the  KGB  caused  “no 
significant  damage”. 

The  Soviet  spy’s  casual 
denial  that  he  bad  hurt  Amer¬ 
ica’s  national  security  interest, 
which  was  broadcast  on 
ABCs  Nightiine  programme, 
coincided  with  fresh  claims 
about  his  treachery.  A  new 
book.  Confessions  of  a  Spy, 
based  on  prison  interviews 
Ames  gave  to  Pete  Earley,  a 
writer,  stated  that  Ames  be¬ 
trayed  more  than  twice  as 
many  CIA  agents  as  has  been 
disclosed  previously.  ' 

At  least  ten  agents  met  their 
dearths  as  a  result,  including 
deep  sources  In  fee  Soviet 
defence  industry  and  the 
KGB.  Ames.  Who  was  .  ar¬ 
rested  ffl  Virginia  in  1994  is 
serving.a  life  prison  sentence 
Jot  seDzng  American  secrets  to 
tire  fanner  Soviet  Union.  He 
has  been  blamed  previously 
for  betraying  12  CIA  agents 
-who  were  operating  in  hostile 

territory,  but  accenting  to  Mr 
Earicy  the  number  was  251 


Boras,  page  44 


a.  issr 


Pakistani  Christian  leaders  complain  to  an  army  officer  after  they  were  attacked  by  rioting  Muslims  in  the  Punjab  village  of  Shantinagar 


Chinese  arrest  suspected  leader  of  Islamic  unrest 


From  James  Pringle 
inbeiung 


A  SUSPECTED  leader  of  last  week's 
demonstrations  in  the  remote  town  of 
Young,  in  China’s  northwestern  Mus¬ 
lim  region  of  Xinjiang,  has  been 
arrested,  a  local  Communist  Party 
official  said  yesterday.  The  man, 


named  Heflfli,  a  29-year-old  Uighur, 
the  region's  principal  ethnic  minority, 
was  said  to  have  been  the  ringleader  of 
a  similar,  less  violent  anti-Chinese 
demonstration  last  August  Then,  he 
underwent  “ideological  education". 

Officials  said  that  between  200  and 
300  people  had  been  detained  since 
tire  riots,  fast  Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 


day.  when  ten  people  were  reported 
killed  and  144  injured.  They  added 
that  Heflili  was  under  interrogation  in 
Yining.  30  miles  east  of  the  border 
with  Kazakhstan. 

The  rioting  was  the  most  violent 
reported  outbreak  since  Communist 
China  regained  control  of  the  region 
in  1950.  Since  then  Beijing  has  moved 


millions  of  ethnic  Han  Chinese  into 
the  region,  prompting  sporadic 
outburts  from  the  Turkic-speaking 
Uighurs,  who  have  been  spurred  to 
action,  analysts  say,  by  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  the  former  Soviet  Central 
Asian  states,  whose  Muslim  people 
are  of  the  same  ethnic  make-up  as 
those  in  Xinjiang. 
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Top  North  Korean 
!  official  defects 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  FEBRUARY  13 1997 

I  Kremlin 


to  Seoul  embassy 


From  James  Pringle  in  belong  and  Robert  Whyimant  in  Tokyo 


[in  a  potentially  devastating 

«hlnw  tn  the  waning  fortunes  of 


“blow  to  the  waning  fortunes  of 
the  isolated  and  paranoid 
Stalinist  North  Korean  re¬ 
gime.  a  dose  confidant  of  the 
dictator.  President  Kim  Jong 
II.  yesterday  defected  to  die 
^South  Korean  Government. 

Hwang  Jang  Yap,  72,  a 
secretary  of  the  communist 
state’s  ruling  Workers'  Party 
and  a  member  of  the  party 
central  committee,  was  last 
night  under  heavy  guard  in  a 
South  Korean  diplomatic  com¬ 
pound  in  Beijing.  He  walked 
into  the  grounds  of  the  South 
Korean  Embassy  at  about 
10am  with  Kim  Duk  Hung, 
his  55-year-old  aide.  They 
startled  diplomats  by  request¬ 
ing  political  asylum. 

The  two  North  Koreans  had 
been  on  their  way  home  to 
Pyongyang  via  Beijing,  after 
ahending  a  North  Korean- 
sponsored  seminar  in  Japan. 
= South  Korean  envoys  said  Mr 
-Hwang  is  the  highest-ranking 
person  to  defect  from  the 
North,  now  beset  by  serious 
food  and  fuel  shortages. 

The  North  Korean  Foreign 
Ministry  said,  however,  that 
the  aide  must  have  been 
kidnapped.  A  spokesman  said 
the  idea  That  he  had  sought 
asylum  was  "inconceivable 
and  impossible". 
Acknowledging  how  embar¬ 


rassing  the  matter  was  for  the 
Chinese  Government,  which 
is  North  Korea’s  last  remain¬ 
ing  significant  ally,  Chung 
Jong  Wook.  the  South  Korean 
Ambassador,  told  reporters  it 
was  “a  very  sensitive  issue". 
Embassy  officials  said  negoti¬ 
ations  were  under  way  with 
the  Chinese  Government 
about  “diplomatic  methods” of 
getting  Mr  Hwang  to  Seoul. 

Worried  South  Korean  dip¬ 
lomatic  sources  said  their 
embassy  had  warned  diplo¬ 
mats  and  South  Korean  avff- 
ians  in  Beijing  to  exercise  extra 
caution  in  case  North  Korean 
agents  tried  to  take  hostages 
for  the  return  of  Mr  Hwang. 

(n  the  past  few  days  many 
North  Korean  diplomats  have 
left  Beijing  for  Pyongyang  to 
take  part  in  55th  birthday 
celebrations  on  Sunday  for  the 
North  Korean  leader. 

Diplomats  and  analysts  in 
Beijing  said  Mr  Hwang’s  de¬ 
fection  could  indicate  a  power 
struggle  in  the  North,  where 
there  have  been  reports  of 
differences  between  compet¬ 
ing  sectors  in  the  regitne.  They 
said  Mr  Hwang  was  known  to 
be  a  key  theoretician  behind 
juche.  North  Korea's  ideology 
of  self-reliance,  in  his  earlier 
rule  as  President  of  Kim  11 
Sung  University. 

The  defection  will  be  greeted 


with  dismay  by  Kim  Jong  II. 
who  has  ruled  in  a  power 
vacuum  since  the  death  of 
Kim  11  Sung,  his  lather,  in  July 
1994  The  younger  Kim  has  yet 
to  succeed  to  his  father’s  old 
titles  of  general  secretary  of 
the  Workers’  Party  and  state 
President  However,  specula¬ 
tion  that  he  would  be  promot¬ 
ed  this  year  appeared  to  be 
supports)  by  a  flood  of  adula¬ 
tion  preceding  his  birthday. 

Mr  Hwang  is  believed  to 
have  been  a  cousin  of  Kim  U 
Sung,  who  was  regarded  with 
almost  god-like  fervour. 

There  was  some  speculation 
in  Beijing  last  night  that  a 
factor  in  the  defection  may 
have  been  Mr  Hwang’s  pos¬ 
sible  failure  to  obtain  more 
food  aid  in  Japan,  given  die 
spectre  of  famine  stalking 
North  Korea  after  devastating 
floods  destroyed  harvests. 

□  Seoul:  A  South  Korean 
loans  scandal  yesterday 
threatened  to  engulf  President 
Kim  Young  Sam  in  an  election 
year  as  Kim  Woo  Suk,  the 
Home  Minister,  resigned,  and 
another  of  the  President's 
trusted  associates  was  ques¬ 
tioned  by  prosecutors.  Lee  Soo 
Sung,  the  Prime  Minister, 
indicated  he  was  also  wilting 
to  quit  amid  media  specula¬ 
tion  that  the  whole  Cabinet 
would  have  to  go.  (Reuter) 


steps  up 
attack 


on  Nato 


From  Richard  BeestoN 

IN  MOSCOW 


Abir  Wehaibi,  right,  one  of 
30  Palestinian  women  re¬ 
leased  from  Israeli  jaBs  this 
week,  is  greeted  by  her 
mother  in  RamaHih  yester¬ 
day.  Binyamin  Netanyahu, 
the  Israeli  Prime  Minister, 
will  meet  President  Clinton 
in  Washington  today  and, 
according  to  Israel  radio, 
present  him  with  new  pro- 


Women  celebrate  liberty 


posals  for  reviving  the  peace 
negotiations  with  Syria, 
which  have  been  stalled  for 
the  past  11  months  (Christo¬ 
pher  Walker  writes).  Today’s 
White  House  talks  are  the 
start  of  a  new  wideranging 
initiative  by  the  Clinton  Ad¬ 


ministration  to  harness  the 
momentum  resulting  Grom 
last'  month’s  Israeli  with¬ 
drawal  from  most  of  He¬ 
bron.  Senior  US  officials 
said  that.  Mr  Netanyahu’s 
visit  would  be  followed  by 
separate  writs  by  Yassir 


Arafat,  the  Palestinian  lead¬ 
er,  President  Mubarak  of 
Egypt  and  King  Husain  of 
Jordan. 

Mr  din  ton  is  said  to  be 
“aaddjy  aware?  that  no  com¬ 
prehensive  peace  can  be 
obtained  in  die  region  with- 
oid  a  pad  between  Israel 
and  Syria  over  the  disputed 
Golan  Heights. 


Bonino  chosen  as  new  BSE  chief 


Farewell  to 
Harriman 


From  Charles  Bremner  in  Brussels 


r.  m 


Bonino:  taking  charg 
of  consumer  health 


IN  A  move  to  quell  continental 
anger  over  its  handling  of  the 
“mad  cow”  epidemic,  the 
European  Commission  yester¬ 
day  invested  Emma  Bonino. 
one  of  Brussels’  star  members, 
with  new  authority  as  chief 
of  consumer  health  and  down¬ 
graded  the  powerful  agricul¬ 
ture  directorate. 

Stung  by  criticism  from 
MEPs,  Jacques  San  ter.  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Commission,  hopes 
the  internal  revamp  will  ap¬ 
pease  the  Strasbourg  assem¬ 
bly  when  it  derides  next  week 
whether  to  censure  the  Brus¬ 
sels  executive  over  its  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  BSE  crisis.  The 
Parliament  is  to  endorse  the 


findings  of  an  inquiry  which 
accused  the  Commission  of 
consistent  negligence,  conniv¬ 
ing  with  Britain  and  a  policy 
which  gave  priority  to  the  beef 
industry  over  public  health. 

A  vocal  band  of  MEPs  is 
pushing  the  Parliament  to 
pass  a  censure  vote  —  though 
tin’s  is  highly  unlikely  to 
succeed. 

The  main  loser  in  die  re¬ 
shuffle  is  Franz  Fischler.  the 
Austrian  Farm  Commission¬ 
er,  who  heads  Directorate- 
General  VI,  an  empire  within 
the  Commission  which  runs 
agriculture,  including  mak¬ 
ing,  implementing  and  moni¬ 
toring  policy  on  animal  health 


and  food  safety.  As  part  of  the 
reform,  the  Commission  is 
revamping  the  byzantine  sys¬ 
tem  of  scientific  committees 
responsible  for  formulating 
policy,  making  them  more 
accountable. 

The  seven  committees  con¬ 
cerned  with  food  safety  will 
now  report  to  the  much- 
enlarged  directorate  under  the 
Italian  Signora  Bonino. 

Under  the  revamp,  a  group 
of  commissioners  headed  by 
Mr  Santer  and  including  Si¬ 
gnora  Bonino  will  co-ordinate 
policy  on  food  and  human 
health,  now  one  of  the  most 
sensitive  areas  of  decision- 
making. 


Washington:  In  death,  as  in 
life,  Pamela  Harriman  is  at¬ 
tracting  a  rare  congregation 
of  the  great  and  good  to  her 
funeral  at  Washington’s  nat¬ 
ional  cathedral  today  (Tom 
Rhodes  writes). 

President  CUnton  will  deliv¬ 
er  die  eulogy,  A1  Gore,  the 
Vice-President,  and  Winston 
Churchill,  her  son.  will  give 
readings.  A  host  of  the  dry’s 
diplomats,  die  CUnton  Cabi¬ 
net,  White  House  officials 
and  other  notables  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  attend. 

Much  speculation  has  cen¬ 
tred  on  the  millions  left  to  her 
by  Averefl  Harriman.  A 
decision  on  the  will  is  said  to 
be  expected  "soon”. 


Anxious  Kohl  quick  to 
deny  cancer  rumour 


From  PeterBild  in  bonn 


HELMUT  KOHL  the  Ger¬ 
man  Chancellor,  has  emphati¬ 
cally  denied  rumours  that  he 
has  cancer.  Departing  from 
his  usual  policy  of  ignoring 
personal  comments,  he  has 
rejected  claims  in  Der  Spiegel 
magazine,  winch  alluded  to 
suspicions  among  his  Chris¬ 
tian  Demean  party  members 
that  he  might  have  the  disease. 

He  described  die  rumours 
as  pure  invention.  “I’ve  experi¬ 
enced  a  lot  of  malice  In  my  life 
but  this  ts  really  tadey.  Its 
dear  what  these  people  want 
TheyYe  trying  to  spread  un¬ 
certainty  —  among  Christian 


Democrat  members  and  sup¬ 
porters,  in  the  German  popu¬ 
lation  at  large  and  also  among 
our  foreign  friends  .  and 
partners." 

Herr  Kohl’s  strong  response 
betrays  political  anxiety  but 
also  reflects  a  long-running 
grudge  against  die  news 
magazine.  More  than  2D  years 
ago,  when  he  arrived  in  Bonn 
as  party  leader,  Der  Spiegel 
contrasted  his  provincialism 
and  inability  to  speak  another 
language  with  the  internation¬ 
alism  ca  Helmut  Schmidt  and 
Wifiy  Brandt,  his  Social 
Democrat  predecessors. 


THE  Kremlin  yesterday 
launched  an  angty  verbal 
attedc  against  Nato,  accusing 
the  alliance  of  secretly  under* 
mining  Russia's  relations 
with  the  former  Soviet 
republics. 

In  some  of  the  toughest 
language  yet  used  by  Moscow 
in  foe  acrimonious  debate 
with  Nato  over,  its  planned 
eastward  expansion,  the 
Kremlin  accused  the  alliance 
of  having  an  “undeclared  and 
secret  agenda”. 

“The  West  as  a  whole,  and 
the  leadership  of  Nato  in 
particular,  is  opposed  to  any 
form  of  political  and  military 
integration  among  newly  in¬ 
dependent  states,  the  former 
Soviet  republics,  especially 
when  the  initiative  comes 
from  Moscow.”  Sergei  Yastr- 
zhembsky,  the  presidential 
spokesman,  said. 

It  is  unthinkable  that  his 
remarks  would  not  have  been' 
authorised  at  the  highest  lev¬ 
els  of  the  Russian  leadership, 
most  probably  personally  by 
President  Yeltsin,  who  is  still 
recovering  from  fiu. 

Although  unnamed,  the  tar¬ 
get  of  the  attack  was  dearly 
Javier  Solaria,  the  Nato  Secre¬ 
tary-General,  who  is  on  a  tour 
of  Moldova,  Georgia.  Arme¬ 
nia  and  Azerbaijan,  all  former 
Soviet  republics  where  Russia 
keeps  large  military  forces. 

Senor  Solatia  first  angered 
the  Russians  during  his  visit 
to  Moldova  on  Monday  when 
he  said  that  the  Kremlin 
should  comply  with  its  com¬ 
mitment  to  poll  its  6,000 
troops  out  of  the  breakaway 
region  of  Transdnestr. 

Nato  sources  denied'  Rus¬ 
sia's  allegations  that  the  alli¬ 
ance  was  trying  to  prevent  the 
integration  of  former  Soviet 
republics.  “Nato  does  not 
regard  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  these  countries  and  the 
aHianfg.  and  the  relationship 
bdween  these  countries  and 
Russia  as  mutually  exclu¬ 
sive.'’ one  source  said. 

The  official  said  that  Senor 
Solaria  was  visiting  the  four 
former  Soviet  republics  at 
tiirir  invitation.  They  were  ail 
members  of  Nato's  Partner¬ 
ship  for  Peace  programme 
and  it  was  important  to  keep 
them  -informal  of  the  latest 
Nato  thinking,  the  official 
said. 
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in  Spanish 
lorry  strike 

BY  IXJNKllVARADARAJAN  IN  MADRID 
and  Mark  Henderson 


j 

it 

SCORES  of  British  lorry  driv¬ 
ers  were  trapped  in  Spain  last 
night  as  an  increasingly  vio¬ 
lent  strike  by  Spanish  truckers 
closed  most  of  the  country’s 
northern  motorways. 

The  strike,  called  indefinite¬ 
ly  by  the  drivers’  union, 
ftdetrans,  started  a  week  ago 
today,  inspired  in  large  mea¬ 
sure  by  France’s  violent  stop¬ 
pages  last  year,  it  has  closed 
Spain’s  road  borders  with 
France  and  Portugal  as  well  as 
several  inland  motorways 
throagh  Castile,  Cantabria 
and  the  Basque  country. 

British  drivers  at  Irtin,  near 
the  French  border,  reported  as 
many  as  1,500  lorries  held  up 
by  roadblocks,  and  attacks  on 
drivers  and  their  vehicles. 
“The  side  of  my  truck  was 
slashed  with  a  Stanley  knife, 
and  lots  of  lads  have  had  their 


tyres  slashed."  said  John 
Walmsley.  from  Chatteris, 
near  Newmarket. 

Another  British  driver. 
Mick  Shortland  from  Hud¬ 
dersfield.  said  the  blockade 
was  becoming  more  violent 
than  the  French  strike. 
“They’ve  set  trucks  on  fire  in 
Zaragora  and  Bilbao.”  he  said. 
“They’re  dropping  stones  onto 
trucks  from  the  bridges,  and 
we  heard  two  British  drivers 
have  been  beaten  up." 

In  Cabezbn  de  Rsuerga, 
near  Valladolid,  a  Briton  was 
accused  of  threatening  pickets 
with  a  pistol  to  force  his  way 
through  a  makeshift  road¬ 
block.  In  another  incident  at 
the  same  village,  a  Dutch  lorry 
driver  rammed  the  roadblock, 
injuring  a  picket.  Elsewhere, 
foreign  lorries  have  been  at¬ 
tacked  by  pickets  with  crow- 


m 


Spanish  national  police  guard  a  convoy  of  lorries  transporting  fish  from  Vigo  and  Marin  in  Galicia  to  Madrid,  Seville.  Valencia  and  other  main  cities  yesterday 


bars  and  hammers,  tyres  have 
been  slashed  and  bricks 
thrown  dirough  windscreens. 

Some  500  lorry  drivers  were 
reported  to-be  marooned  on 
the  Portuguese  border  with 
Extremadura,  having  spurned 
a  Spanish  offer  of  a  police 
escort  on  the  motorway.  Inter¬ 
viewed  on  Portuguese  radio, 
one  said:  “Things  could  get 
ugly,  as  they  did  in  France.  I 
am  not  taking  any  chances." 
An  estimated  300  lorries  — 


some  two  dozen  of  them  Brit¬ 
ish  —  are  also  stranded  near 
Hendaye,  on  the  French  side 
of  the  border. 

The  strike  has  paralysed 
nearly  80  per  cent  of  Spaing 
road  transport  sector.  Losses 
far  the  first  week  have  been 
estimated  ax  £75  million,  and 
are  likely  to  rise  sharply  in  the 
earning  days. 

Haulage  firms  in  Britain 
said  they  faced  huge  losses. 
Three  of  the  four  lorries  oper- 


Embattled  Mobutu  loses  town 


From  Sam  Ki  ley 

IN  KINSHASA  AND 

Our  Foreign  Staff 

THE  forces  of  Laurent  Kabila, 
the  rebel  leader;'  set  oft 
yesterday  in  the  direction  of 
ailing  President  Mobutu’S 
jungle  palace  at  GbadoUte 
after  capturing  the  key  town  of 
Isiro  in  northeast  Zaire.  ' 

In  Paris,  a  French  Foreign 
Ministry  spokesman  said  the 
rebels,  who  hold  towns  and 
territory  in  east  . Zaire,  would 
be  euchided  from  an  interna¬ 
tional  conference  which 
France  wants  organised  to 
tackle  the  Zaire  crisis. 

“Our  forces  are  now  in 
complete  control  of  Isiro,"  Mr 
Kabila  said.  “The  town  was 
taken  late  an  Tuesday.”  Rebel 
officials  said  units  were 
conducting  mop-up  opera¬ 
tions.  in.  the  town  and  had 
seized  its  airstrip;  “Our  strug¬ 
gle  will  continue  until  Mobutu 
is  killed,"  sang  the  rebels. 

Mr  Kabila  said  government 


GbadoAte  • 
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'Kinshasa 
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Poops  and  foreign  mercenar¬ 
ies  had  retreated  from  Isiro  to 
Buta,  the  next  stop  on  the  road 
towards  the  President*  resi¬ 
dence.  Isiro  is  about  500  miles 
east  of  Gbadolite. 

“Our  advance  has  caused  a 
lot  of  panic  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  The  panic  is  such  that 
Mobutu  now  sleeps  in  Bangui 
(die  capital  of  the  Central 
African  Republic)  and  .only 
comes  '  to  .Gbadolke  in  the 
morning"  Mr  Kabila  added. 

Mr  Mobutu  is  due  to  pay  a 


fleeting  visit  to  Kinshasa,  the 
Zairean  capital,  today.  His 
henchmen  will  organise  the 
usual  rent-a-crowd  reception 
for  him.  However,  they  have 
done  so  with  dwindling  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  a  dying  President 
who  heads  a  Government 
with  an  unpopular  lame  dude 
Prime  Minister,  Kengo  wa 
Dondo,  and  a  system  so 
corrupt  that  teenage  soldiers 
are  sent  to  die  in  battle  against 
the  rebels  without  pay,  food  or 
ammunition.  “There  are  signs 
that  members  of  his  own 
entourage  are  losing  faith  in 
Mobutu,"  one  Western  am¬ 
bassador  noted. 

On  Monday  Kinshasa  was 
shut  dawn  in  a  “dead  city" 
protest  organised  by  anti- 
Mobutu  leaders.  Another  pro¬ 
test,  this  time  by  students,  is 
scheduled  for  tomorrow.  • 

-  In  the  capital  there  is  grow¬ 
ing  support  for  Mr  Kabila, 
who  recently  vowed  to  “kill 
Mobutu".  Kinshasa,  and 
Zaire’s  vast  mineral  wealth,  is 


in  the  hands  of  a  number  of 
‘  inter-related  families  that  con¬ 
trol  the  Government  and  the 
Opposition  and  do  good  busi¬ 
ness  with  arms  and  diamond 
smugglers  in  Kinshasa. 

A  Defence  Ministry  spokes¬ 
man  tried  to  put  a  brave  face 
on  the  loss  of  Isiro.  He  insisted 
tint  Zaire*  infantry  would 
retake  the  town.  He  admitted, 
however,  that  the  soldiers 
were  far  beyond  the  range  of 
mercenary-piloted  helicopter 
gunships.  which  could  turn 
tire  battle  in  the  Government* 
favour. 

An  aid  worker  who  recently 
returned  from  the  town  said: 
The  defeated  soldiers  will  be 
on  the  run  by  now.  If  ihey 
have  any  transport  they  oouid 
be  in  Kisangani  within  a 
week.  Humiliated,  exhausted 
and  angry  they  will  enter  a 
town  with  large  amounts  of 
food  aid  stockpiled,  cars, 
wealth,  and  take  revenge 
against  their  own  people  for 
abandoning  them.” 
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afed  by  Therm otrans  in  South¬ 
ampton  have  been  trapped  by 
the  strike,  and  Roger  Grimes. 
UK  transport  manager  of 
Breda  International,  said  his 
company  could  lose  £50,000 
worth  of  business  because  of 
the  firm*  six  blockaded  lor¬ 
ries.  “It  is  always  us  poor  Brits 
who  get  it  in  die  neck,"  he  said. 
“First  it  was  France,  then 
Greece  and  now  Spain." 

Yesterday,  as  the  strike  bit 
hard.  Micheiin.  Nissan  and 


Genocide 

tribunal 

‘shambles’ 

New  York:  A  United  Nations 
watchdog  agency  yesterday 
described  the  Rwanda  war 
crimes  tribunal  as  a  manage¬ 
ment  shambles  and  called  for 
the  ousting  of  the  Madagas¬ 
can  prosecutor  in  charge  of 
bringing  genocide  suspects  to 
justice  (James  Bone  writes). 

The  UN’s  internal  investi¬ 
gation  —  conducted  by  its 
office  for  internal  oversight 
services  —  stems  from  com¬ 
plaints  about  nepotism  and 
mismanagement  at  the  tribu¬ 
nal's  offices  in  Arusha.  Tanza¬ 
nia.  and  its  prosecution 
section  in  the  Rwandan  capi¬ 
tal,  Kigali. 

Tbe  tribunal  set  up  two 
years  ago,  has  indicted  21 
people  for  their  role  in  tbe 
1994  genocide  by  Hutu  ex¬ 
tremists,  which  claimed  more 
than  half  a  million  lives  in 
Rwanda.lt  recently  began  its 
first  trial. 


Renault  all  announced  “tech¬ 
nical  stoppages"  at  their  Span¬ 
ish  factories  as  supplies  of 
parts  dried  up.  Suppliers  of 
fresh  fish  in  Galicia  also 
announced  that  the  strike  was 
causing  stocks  to  rot  at  ports 
and  warehouses:  and  across 
northern  Spain  several  petrol 
stations  have  dosed  as  tanks 
emptied. 

The  basic  demands  of  the 
Spanish  strikers  bear  a  close 
resemblance  to  those  made 


last  year  by  their  French 
counterparts.  Fedetrans  wants 
the  age  of  obligatory  retire¬ 
ment  to  be  reduced  to  60,  and 
that  of  voluntary  retirement 
with  full  benefits  to  be  lowered 
to  55.  Furthermore,  the  union 
insists  that  fuel  should  be 
available  to  the  sector  at  a 
subsidised  rate,  as  well  as 
enhanced  medical  benefits 
“tailored  to  the  special  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  profession”. 

Tbe  Spanish  Ministry  of 


Development,  which  has  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  road  trans¬ 
port,  yesterday  condemned 
the  strike  as  "foolish  and 
provocative". 

A  spokesman  said:  “We  can 
only  agree  to  civilised  negotia¬ 
tion,  for  which  channels  al¬ 
ready  exist.  This  strike  is 
blackmail  by  a  tiny  minority 
which  is  forcing  the  majority 
of  honest  and  reasonable 
truckers  to  suspend  their 
usual  service." 


America  aghast  at  Oscar 
invasion  by  foreign  stars 


From  Quentin  Letts 

IN  NEW  YORK 

HOLLYWOOD’S  trouncing 
in  the  Oscar  nominations  by 
foreign  actors  and  indepen¬ 
dently  produced  films  —  a 
number  of  them  British  or 
with  British  connections  — 
has  gone  down  like  a 
srink  bomb  with  America* 
flintier  arts  commentators. 

“Who  are  these  people,  any¬ 
way?"  demanded  yesterday* 
New  York  Post.  The  paper* 
Cindy  Adams  wrote:  “What  is 
it  with  those  twinkies  out  there 
who  make  the  nominations?” 

Mrs  Adams  proceeded,  by 
her  own  admission,  to  “bitch" 
about  the  long  list  of  non- 
American  nominees,  from 
Britain*  Brenda  Blethyn  in 
Secrets  and  Lies  and  Kristin 
Scon  Thomas  in  The  English 
Patient  to  the  Australian 
Geoffrey  Rush  who  played  the 


‘Who  are 
these 
people 
anyway?’ 

lead  role  in  the  largely  Austra¬ 
lian-made  Shine.  Of  Mari¬ 
anne  Jean-Baptiste.  who  was 
nominated  for  a  best  support¬ 
ing  actress  Oscar  for  her  part 
in  Mike  Leigh's  British  hit 
Secrets  and  Lies,  Mrs  Adams 
asked:  “Marianne  Jean 
WhatT 

American  film  critics  beat 
their  brows  in  astonishment 
that  Madonna  had  i  been 
“snubbed"  by  the  Academy, 
there  bring  no  reward  for  her 
role  in  Evita. 

Headline  writers  called  the 


nominations  shock  “Indepen¬ 
dents  Day"  in  tribute  to  the 
preponderance  of  non-Holly¬ 
wood  films  over  the  usual 
blockbusters.  The  only  Holly¬ 
wood  film  todo  really  well  was 
Jerry  Maguire,  whose  star. 
Tom  Cruise,  can  probably 
count  on  unqualified  support 
from  the  home  crowd  on 
Oscar  night  next  month. 

Such  was  the  sense  of  shock 
at  Hollywood*  eclipse  that 
The  New  York  Times  looked 
down  its  lorgnette  and  saw  fit 
to  publish  a  leader  on  the 
sbjecL  “The  Oscar  nomina¬ 
tions  may  be  a  tribute  to  an 
exciting  new  wave  of  talent,"  it 
pronounced,  with  hidden  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  "may”. 

“Or  they  could  be  an  em¬ 
barrassing  admission  that 
the  major  American  studios 
did  not  produce  anything 
more  interesting  than  Jerry 
Maguire 
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Meet  Roy. 


Roy’s  found  a  stress-free 
way  to  get  7.25%  on 
his  savings  each  year. 


Ray  likes  to  take  it  easy.  Whether  he’s  fishing  or 
planning  his  savings.  Ray  doesn't  want 
to  worry  about  anything.  That's  why  he 
asked  for  Midland's  brochure  on  HIDB 
{High  Interest  Deposit  Bond),  h's  as 
safe  as  any  savings  account  but  it  lets 
him  earn  better  interest  -  a  7.25% 
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return  on  his  own  three  year 
investment  He  could  have  chosen  a  six  month  plan 
but  Ray.  true  to  form,  isn't  in  that  much  of  a  hurry. 
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Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 

'  Y  on  St  Valentine  and  the 
^  ~  '  ^  stigma  of  epilepsy,  the 

age-old  search  for 
-0~--  ^  aphrodisiacs,  the  latest 
treatment  for  stroke 
victims  and  the  link 
[  between  hormones 

and  asthma  attacks 

The  last  of 
the  hidden 

diseases 


In  1926.  Graham  Greene  contem¬ 
plated  suicide  for  the  second  time 
when  he  was  working  as  a  sub¬ 
editor  at  The  Times.  It  wasn’t  the 
pressure  of  work,  or  the  illiteracy  of  the 
reporters,  which,  on  this  occasion,  had 
upset  the  balance  of  his  mind,  but  the 
thought  that  he  had  epilepsy.  Years  later 
he  wrote:  “Epilepsy,  cancer  and  leprosy  — 
these  are  the  three  medical  terms  which 
rouse  the  greatest  fear  in  the  untutored, 
and  at  22  one  is  unprepared  for  so  final  a 
judgment,-  Greene  rejected  _____ 

the  idea  of  suicide,  but  he 
decided  that  h  would  be  better  Pra 
if  he  did  not  marry  m  case  he 
transmiMed  the  trait  VaJk 

Greene  had  been  prone  to 

fainting  when  he  was  at  school  _ Vj 

and  was  sent  to  consult  a 
Harley  Street  neurologist  Al-  < 

though  his  parents  were  in-  LW  v 
formed  of  the  diagnosis,  it  was  J- 

considered  too  dreadful  to  tell 
such  a  young  patient  Jt  was  rj 

only  four  years  later,  when  LL 

Greene  had  the  blackout  _______ 

across  his  sub-editors’  desk,  " 
that  it  was  decided  to  let  him  in  on  the 
secret 

Friends  rallied  to  Greene’s  support  and 
he  knew  that  epilepsy  had  not  prevented 
Dostoevsky  from  succeeding  as  a  novelist, 
but  he  was  finally  comforted  only  when 
the  then  Times  medical  correspondent  Dr 
McNair  Wilson,  and  Graham’s  elder 
brother,  told  him  that  neurologists  were 
often  mistaken  in  their  diagnosis.  Not 
only  was  treatment  for  epilepsy  then 
primitive  but  the  diagnosis  had  to  be 
made  without  the  ad  vantage  of  an  EEG  or 
an  MR!  scan. 

Cancer  is  now  openly  discussed,  leprosy 
is,  if  treated  early,  curable— only  epilepsy 
has  retained  its  sinister  reputation  and  is 
still  considered  too  frightening  to  be 
discussed  openly. 


MERCURY 


Praytoa 
Valentine 
—  but  go 
to  see  a 
doctor 
first 


St  Valentine  is  the  patron  stunt  of  those 
suffering  from  epilepsy,  and  people 
suffering  from  it  sometimes  make  a 
pilgrimage  to  Temi,  in  Italy,  where  he 
was  a  bishop.  Rome  also  claims  his  burial 
spot  Others  sufferers  go  to  Ruffiac,  in 
France,  which  is  associated  with  epilepsy 
because  it  once  had  a  famous  hospital 
which  treated  the  affliction. 

A  pilgrimage  to  St  Valentine  would 
never  come  amiss,  but  patients  are 
advised  to  visit  a  specialist  epilepsy  clinic 
__ __ _  first  Although  there  is  some 

contention  about  the  natural 
to  3  history  of  epilepsy,  most  doc¬ 
tors  believe  that  seizures  beget 
[tine  seizures  and  that  the  sooner 
someone  is  treated  the  better. 
+  pn  Sometimes  epilepsy  disap- 

L  ou  pears  spontaneously:  after 

p  o  Greene  was  reassured  by  The 

c  Times  doctor  he  never  had 

another  attack,  and  in  other 
-Or  cases,  after  years  of  trouble- 

,  free  life,  treatment  can  be 

s  L  withdrawn.  When  it  is,  how- 

_______  ever,  there  is  a  relapse  rate  of 

"  up  to  40  per  cent  The  longer 

the  patient  has  maintained  the  treatment, 
the  less  there  is  a  chance  of  a  relapse. 

Treatment  for  epilepsy  is  now  so  good 
that  75  per  cent  of  patients  are  so  well 
controlled  that  they  have  no  seizures. 
Modem  drugs  recently  introduced  to  treat 
epilepsy  are  often  not  only  more  effective 
but  are  said  to  have  fewer  sideefiects. 

Apart  from  migraine,  epilepsy  is  the 
most  common  brain  disorder  —  as 
common  as  diabetes  —  but  whereas  in  the 
south-east  health  region  of  England  there 
are  16  diabetic  dinics.  there  is  only  one  for 
patients  with  epilepsy. 

Epilepsy  is  the  last  of  the  stigmatised 
diseases,  and  people  are  happier  to 
discuss  their  sexually  transmitted  dis¬ 
eases.  or  their  fetal  malignancy,  than  they 
are  to  admit  to  having  il  More  titan  15 
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A  fruitless 
search  for  the 
food  of  love 

SO  THAT  the  readers  will 

be  feeling  at  their  best  for 
Valentine’S  Day,  magazines 
have  devoted  pages  mis  month 

to  discussion  about  foods 
which  are  thought  to  have  an 
aphrodisiac  value. 

Most  of  the  writers  have 
recommended  diets  which  are 
likely  to  be  of  benefit  to 
long-term  sexual  health  and 
contain  foods  rich  in  zinc, 

selenium,  manganese  and 
anti-oxidant  vitamins. 

’  For  centuries  there  haw 
been  attempts  to  find  a 

substance  which  would 

have  an  anmediateeffect  on 

libida  It  is  doubtful  if  such 
-  a  food  oasts,  although  there 
■*'  are  men  who  swear  that 

thdr  sex  life  benefits  from 
yohimbine.  Others,  of  both 
sexes,  believe  that  ginseng  is  a 
powerful  stimulant 
'  Presumably  this  action  more 
than  counteracts  ginseng's 


Lois  Will  and  Ruth  Waddell  ate  204  oysters  at  the  1925  New  York  foffies.  An  improvement  in  sexual  appetite  was  unlikely 


otherwise  men  would 
find  its  longterm  physical 
effects  surprising  and 
’disappointing. 

Yohimbine,  the  principal 
alkaloid  of  the  batik  of  the 
yohimbC  tree,  is  an  alpha 
receptor  blocker.  It  raises 
blood  pressure,  increases 
heart  rate,  speeds  excretion  of 
urine  and  is  daimed  to 
improve  both  potency  and  - 
libido. 

.  in  both  sexes  the  male 
hormone  testosterone  . 
improves  libido,  whereas  in 
women  progestagens,  which 
form  part  of  combined 
hormone  replacement  therapy, 
usually  reduce  it  Alcohol 
increases  desire,  but  it  reduces 
ability  and  enjoyment 
Most  of  the  recomm¬ 
ended  foods  alleged  to  have 
aphrodisiac  powers  rely 
upon  their  appearance  to 
stimulate  sexual  appetites. 


million  people  in  Britain  suffer  from 
epilepsy  at  some  time  of  their  fives,  and 
five  million  people's  fives  are  affected  by  it 
because  a  member  of  the  family  has  had  a 
seizure.  At  any  one  time,  between  4,000 
and  5.000  people  are  receiving  treatment 
As  wefi  as  buying  Valentine’S  cards  and 
flowers  tomorrow  to  celebrate  the  patron 
saint  of  romantic  love,  a  donation  to  the 
Institute  of  Epileptology  al  the  Maudsky 
Hospital,  in  London,  would  be  well 
received.  The  institute  is  the  only  academ¬ 
ic  centre  devoted  to  the  study  and 
treatment  of  epilepsy  in  the  world.  The 
Saudi  royal  fetidly  is  very  generous  to  this 
research,  but  far  more  money  is  collected 
for  the  investigation  of  leprosy  in  Britain 
than  is  spent  on  epilepsy,  and  for  every 
pound  collected  for  epilepsy.  £250  goes  to 
muscular  dystrophy. 
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Strokes  and  the  case  for  surgery 


George  Harris  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  continue  to 
work  in  the  City  until 
he  was  65.  but  like  most  of  his 
generation  he  has  been  retired 
early. 

George,  now  58.  spends  the 
time  he  would  have  been 
crouched  over  his  desk  bent 
over  his  golf  dubs.  About  eight 
weeks  ago,  while  he  was 
playing  his  morning  round,  he 
noticed  that  the  grip  of  his 
right  hand  was  more  feeble 
than  usual  and  that  he  had 
some  slight  difficulty  in  speak¬ 
ing.  The  loss  of  power  in  his 
right  hand  was  such  that  foe 
game  had  to  be  abandoned, 
but  George’s  small  stroke  was 
no  more  than  a  transient 
ischaemic  attack  (TLA}. 

Within  a  few  hours  his 
confident  voice  was  once  again 
booming  around  the  house, 
and  his  ability  to  play  golf  was 
back  to  normal 
George’s  doctor  arranged 
that  his  carotid  arteries,  the 
main  arteries  in  the  neck 


which  feed  the  blood  to  the 
brain,  should  be  scanned.  In 
George's  case  all  was  well,  the- 
arteries  were  not  unduly  nar¬ 
rowed  and  treatment  with 
daily  aspirin  to  prevent  small 
dots  was  prescribed. 

George  was  lucky  in  the 
outcome  of  his  TIA  '  _____ 
and  in  his  GP.  A 
recent  survey  re-  TOO  ] 
ported  in-foe  Jour-  • 
nol  of  the  Royal  "  Hoi" 
College  of  General 
Practitioners  has  f  a  \ 

shown  that  al- 
though  most  faro-  nr  ■ 

Dy  doctors  are  UIVI 

aware  that  carotid  • 
imaging  is  recorn-  .  •  SC 

mended  after  a  TIA  . 

or  a  small  stroke, 
only  U  per  cent  arrange  one. 

Carotid  imaging  is  impor¬ 
tant  in  ail  patients  who  have 
had  a  minor  TIA,  provided 
that  they  are  fit  enough  to 
considered  for  carotid  surgery, 
should  it  be  indicated.  Usually 
the  patient  shook!  have  a  life 


Too  many 
doctor^ 
fail  to 
order  a 
scan 


expectancy  of  at  least  three 
years  if  surgery  is  to  be 
considered,  and  be  free  of 
serious  cardiac  disease  which 
can  be  associated  with  nar¬ 
rowed  carotid  arteries: 

A  certain  number  of  cases  of 
stenosed.  severely  narrowed, 

•  carotid  arteries,  are 
detected  during 

lanV  *  medicals; 

*  -  •when  the  doctor  fe- 
-**-<*■'  '  tens  to  the 

with  a  stethoscop^- 

to■  to  discover  if  the 
blood  flow  is 
impeded.  - 

1  Two  large  diiri- 

cal  trials  in  Europe, 
n  and  America  have 

'  demonstrated  that 

arterial  surgery  to 
dear  the  fatty  plaques  ob*  - 


the  investigations  needed  be¬ 
fore  it  is  undertaken,  has 
recently  been  described  in 
Pulse  magazine. 

The  decision  to  operate  is 
discussed  very  carefully  with 
the  patients  and  is  not  taken 
until  after  the  scan  has  shown 
the  artery  is  more  than  70  per 
cent  obstructed. 

If  foe  scan  shows  severe 
stenosis  tomography,  an  X- 
ray'  erf  the  artery  may  be 
carrifcd  ofoi.  but  this  has  tome 
risk  as  there  is  about  a  1  per 
cent  chance  of  precipitating 
another  stroke. 

.  The  dilemma  is  that  failing 
to  operate  when  foe  carotid 
artery  is  more  foah  70  per  cent 
stenosed  is  associated  With  a 
25  per  cent  chance  of  suffering 
a  major,  possibly  fetal  stroke 


strutting  the  artery,  usually  ’  within  18  months.  Conversely, 
the  internal  carotid  after  die  the  surgery  has  a  5  per  cent 


main  carotid  artery  has  divid¬ 
ed  into  two,  is  very 
worthwhile. . 

The  nature  of  the  operation, 
carotid  endarterectomy,  and 


chance  of  causing  a  stroke. 

Successful  surgery  reduces 
foe  likelihood  of  foe  patient 
having  a  further  stroke  by 
more  than  75  per  cent. 


Illness  that  targets  women 


THE  timing  of  a  woman’s 
asthma  attacks  has  a  dose 
relationship  to  her 
hormonal  balance.  Research 
from  foe  United  States, 

reported  in  the  General 
Practitioner  magazine, 
analysed  the  treatment  in 
hospital  of  33269  patients 
with  from  acute  asthma.  - 

Before  foe  age  of  ten. 
boys  were  found  to  have 
twice  as  much  asthma  as 
girls,  in  the  teenage  years  foe 
sexes  were  equally 
affected,  but  between  the  ages 
of  20  and  50  — the 
reproductive  years — women 
were  three  times  as  likely 
as  men  to  need  hospital  care. 
In  46  per  cent  of  these 
cases  the  woman’s  attack  had 
happened  during  the  four 
days  either  side  of  the  start  of 
her  period. 

Pregnancy  usually  has 
little  effect  on  asthma,  bat  it 
is  important  for  the 
pregnant  woman  to  continue 


with  her  regular 
treatment.  Doctors  will 
always  check  the  asthma  . 
treatment  she  is  having  at  the 
start  of  herpregrianqr. 
and  it  is  sometimes  as  well  to 
change  foe  drug  used  to 
one  which  does  not  easily 
cross  the  placental  barrier. 

As  always,  the  reference  • 
books  Mims,  the  national 
form  alary,  and  Martin- 
dale's  Pharmacopoeia,  sum 
in  valuable  guides. 

Inhaled  drugs  are  foe 
treatment  of  choice  during 
pregnancy  because  the  baby  ' 
is  not  damaged  by  them. 
Many  women  experience 
asthma  for  the  first  time  at ' 
or  around  the  menopause. 
Unfortunately  there  is  no 

guarantee  that  once  foeir 
hormones  have  settled 
down  again  the  asthma  wifi 
dear.  It  remains  very  ■ 
much  more  common  in 
women  than  in  men,  even 
in  old  age 


Irritable  Bowel  Syndrome 


In  an  artkle  in  The  Times  last  wedqjyr  Thomas  StunaJbtd 
commented  on  The  Sufferers’  Guide  to  Coping  with  IBS. 
published  by  the  IBS  Research  Team  at  Central  .Middlesex 
Hospiat  The  response-hag  been  tremendous.  To  ease 
pressure  on  the  hospital  switchboard,  would  enquirers  please 
contact  foe  Appeal’s  office  at  foe  address  below. 

In  this  book.  100  IBS  sufferers 
detail  foods  and  drinks  toy 
avoid  or  find  hdpfiiL  and 
giv  e  practical  advice  on 
managing  IBS  symptoms. 

The  book  costs  S II. 99  fine  . 
p&pX  Proceeds  go  w  IBS 
research  at  foe  hospital. 

Please  make  cheques  and  POs 
payable  to  IBS  Publications. 

®S  APPEAL  (DEPT  TS), 

CENTRAL  MIDDLESEX 
HOSPITAL  NHSTRUST,  • 

PO  BOX  18,  CROWBOROUGH, 

EAST  SUSSEX  TN61ZY 


Sorry  Rory,  we  know  you’ve  got  some  good  lines, 
but  there  really  is  only  one  line  that  matters.  It  goes  like  this: 

Mercury  is  still  at  least  20%  cheaper  for  international  calls 
weekday  evenings  and  all  weekend  Hard  lines  if  you’re  with  BT. 
For  details  FreeCall  0500  500  366. 

Mercury  SmartCall 

You  don't  have  to  be  a  genius  to  see  how  much  you'll  save. 

5  PftUS  and  wrings  ml!  amiiaur  ft*  fwmf  19th  firfrwy  IV97,  a'ttipdied  afidiist  BTi  task  mrfo  mimnuumal  ,</5  mjmia  cr  mc^rr, 
5  6/iit) -Sam  iweWJrt  andattytimrat  urrWt  Sun'S*  u»aIaHr>ra  £575  fir:.  \  .Ml 


UNSECURED  PERSONAL  LOANS 


P-<3:iE  ?Rct  JiOW  FDR  AH  IMMEDIATE  RECSTO.N 

0800  121  125 

I  L.NCS  3PCI;  V.TCKPAYS.  9AM. 6PM  SAT.  lOar.VaPM  VJN 


Male  or  female  -  if  you  think  you’re  in 
charge  of  your  love  life  this  book  will 
prove  you’re  wrong't! 


-  Pi  ’li  )-,  ii tj 

Hi^ataaaMtfwIWBi 


Av.n^Df,  from  ,.(  ,;ood  bookshop,  or.  for  Vi,.,  and  Accc«  cr.rd  h 
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When  Tiger  Woods 
made  a  visit  last 
week  to  his 
mothers  home 
country  of  Thailand  there  was 
such  excitement  that  the  local 
television  stations'  interrupted 
their  normal  programmes  to 
carry  the  event  live.  “Now  over 
to  our  cameras  at  die  airport," 
announcers  jabbered,  “where 
Tiger  Woods  is  just  at  this  very 
moment  walking  down  the 
aircraft  steps!" 

You  would  have  thought  it 
was  the  iftjpe,  but  the  reception 
was  for  a  21-year-old  golfer 
who  has  not  yet,  let  us  note, 
won  a  major  tournament 
Despite  a  locker  fill?  of  talent; 
Woods  is  still  but  a.  middling 
sports  presence  on  the  profes¬ 
sional  golf  Tout. 

-What  he  is,  however,  is 
something  far  more  rare  and 
marketable:  an  African-Amer¬ 
ican  pin-up,  a  black  idol.  It  has 
not  been  a  good 
few  months  for 
prominent  Ameri¬ 
can  blacks.  OJ. 

Simpson  came 
badly  unstuck  in 
Santa  Monica  ear¬ 
lier  this  month, 
and  now  seems  un¬ 
likely  to  regain  the 
high  public  stand¬ 
ing  he  had  before 
he  was  arrested  for 
the  murder  of  his 
ex-wife.  With  CXPS 
downfall  the  public 
of  Johnnie 


‘Role 

models 


are  more 


important 
than 
.  idols’ 


Cochran, 
his  first  trial  lawyer,  and  die 
man  who  by  playing  the  race 
card  “won  the  unwinnable 
case,"  has  probably  passed  its- 
,  best 

Bill  Cosby  had  weli-dironi- 
ded  difficulties  in  January. 
Cosby,  an  honest-fated  actor 
with  a  gift  for  comic  timing, 
has  long  been  one  of  America's 
foremost  blacks.  He  was  the 
first  black  man  to  make  it  big 
an  primetime  network  tele¬ 
vision  and  his  screen  person¬ 
ality  served  as  an  ideal  of 
genial  fatherhood  to  the  entire 
nation.  ■ 

When  his  son  Ennis  was 
killed  in  California  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  at  first  mourned  as 
one.  but  then  the  thread 
started  to. unravel  A  young 
woman  came  forward  claim¬ 
ing  to  be  his  illegitimate 
daughter  and  the  star  himself 
made  a  televised  admission 
that  he  had  been  unfaithful  to 
his  wife 

We  are  all  human  and  what 
he  did  was  nothing  worse  than 
many  people  have  done,  but 
the  public  confession  has 
changed  the  way  America 
looks  at  Bill  Cosby.  Another 
black  idol  had  fallen  and  been 
cracked. 

There  has  been  a  shortage  of 
female  Wade  idols,  too.  Whit¬ 
ney  Houston,  she  of  the  big 
voice  and  silken  ambition,  has 
taken  a  dent  or  two  from 
claims  about  her  private  life 
Anita  Hill,  whose  sex  harass¬ 
ment  case  against  Judge  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas  made  her  one  of 
the  most  widely  recognised 


black  women  in  America  a  few 
ago,  has.aH  but  vanished 
view,’. 

In  their  place  blade  young¬ 
sters  now  look  to  the  likes  of 
Angela  Bassett  the  actress 
who  played  Tina  Tinner  in 
Whurs  Love  Got  to  Do  With 
It,  or  to  the  astronaut,  Mae 
Jemison,  first  black  woman  in 
space.  Television's  Oprah 
Winfrey,  the  enduring  agony 
aunt  of  blade  America,  also 
continues  to  serve  as  a  beacon 
of  African-American  achieve¬ 
ment  ‘ 

Add  to  this  such-  modems  as 
the  violent  death  in  Las  Vegas 
of  the  rapper.  Tupac  Shakur, 
the  problems  of  fad- boy  bas¬ 
ketball  star  Dennis  Rodman, 
the  continuing  image  woes  of 
boxer  Mike  Tyson  and.  most 
recently,  the  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  allegations  which  are 
bong  made  against  Sergeant 
Major  Gene  McKinney,  the 
black  recruit  who 
is  the  most  senior 
NCO  in  the  VS 
Army.  A  pattern 
begins  to  emerge. 
One  hears  polemi¬ 
cists  lament  that 
there  are  “not 
enough  African- 
American  heroes,” 
nor  enough  public 
figures  of  high  re¬ 
pute  for  young 
blades  to  idolise 
and  of  whom  to  say 
“that’s  what  1  want 


CHARLES  PIAHAU 


PETER  COSGROVE 


to  be  when  I  grow  up"  The 
Simpson  and  Cosby  cases, 
pi  deed  over  endlessly  by  the 
media,  only  made  matters 
worse. 

That  is  why  Woods  has  been 
seized  on  with  such  alacrity, 
way  before  he  has  reached  the 
top  of  his  sport  It  is  also  why 
young  blades  in  other  fields  of 
endeavour  are  given  dispro¬ 
portions!  encouragement  in 
the  US.  . 


Contenders  for  the  blade  throne:  gymnast  Dominique  Dawes,  the  only  blade  member  of  the  winning  American  Olympic  team,  and  golfing  newcomer  Tiger  Woods 


I 


n  politics  there  is  J.C. 
Walts,-  a  39-year-old 
Southern  Republican 
who  gave  his  party's 
spoken  response  to  President 
Clinton's  Stale  of  the  Union 
address — at  the  very  moment, 
ironically,  that  the  Simpson, 
verdict  came  in  from  Santa 
Monica.  Watts  is  an  accom¬ 
plished  orator  and  an  astute 
politician,  and  he  made  a  very 
much  better  fist  of  things  than 
did  then  Senator  Robert  Dole 
after  last  year’s  State  of  the 
Union. 

But  it  is  accepted  that  he  was 
picked  simply  on  . grounds  of 
colour:  such  is  America's  de¬ 
sire  to  gjve  its  blacks  some¬ 
thing,  someone  to  cheer.  In 
athletics,  Dominique  Dawes, 
the.  only  black  ■  member  of 
America's  vanning  women’s 
Olympic  gymnastics  team, 
has  gone  an  to  far  more 
interesting  things  than  her 
white  team  mates. 

She  has  appeared  in  a  pop 
video  with  Prince,  she  has 
been  in  Crease  on  Broadway 
and  she  has  received  numer¬ 
ous  awards  from  black  organ¬ 


isations  proud  to  claim  her  as 
their  own.  On  New  York’s 
Madison  Avenue  me  day  I 
saw  her  being  stopped  by  an 
admiring  young  blade  fan 
who  sought  her  autograph. 
She  gave  it  graciously,  aware 
of  her  own  good  fortune. 

.  Not  all  blacks,  however,  sit 
easy  with  tire  idea  of  black 
figureheads.  Professor  Obie 
Clayton,  vice-provost  for  re¬ 
search  at  the  leading  black 
university,  MorehouseCoDege 
in  Atlanta,  stresses  that  black 
role  models  are  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  black  idols. 


Politician:  J.C  Watts 


The  role  model,  he  explains, 
is  likely  to  be  someone  you 
know  or  meet  in  ordinary  life 
— a  teacher,  perhaps,  a  pastor, 
or  a  senior  colleague  at  work 
—  while  the  idol  wfl]  be 
someone  whose  example  it  is 
probably  impossible  to  follow. 
“Put  it  like  this  —  I’m  never 
going  to  be  as  good  at  golf  as 
Tiger  Woods.",  he  says.  “But 
young  blades  can  perhaps 
hope  to  live  up  to  certain  role 
models. 

"There  may  not  be  as  many 
charismatic  black  leaders  to¬ 
day  as  they  were  in  the  times 
of  Martin  Luther  King,"  says 
Professor  Clayton,  “but  that 
can  be  a  good  thing.  There  are 
an  increasing  number  of  black 
students  in  college  nowadays, 
an  increasing  number  of  black 
PhDs,  ftrhaps  they  will  be  the 
role  models  of  tomorrow." 
Professor  Clayton  is  wary 
about  the  white  media  choos¬ 
ing  the  sort  of  heroes  they 
thmk  black  Americans  should 
have. 

Matthew  Scott,  managing 
editor  of  Black  Enterprise 
magazine,  believes  that  his 
readers  like  public  figures  who 
have  the  whiff  of  rebellion. 
“They  like  people  who  beat  the 
odds,  who  overcome  the  sys¬ 
tem,"  he  says.  Examples: 


Spike  Lee,  the  film  director,  or 
the  late  US  Commerce  Secre¬ 
tary  Ron  Brown,  a  black  man 
who  “bear"  the  Washington 
system  up  to  a  point  — 
although  he  was  under  the 
scrutiny  of  federal  authorities 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  a 
plane  crash  last  year  in 
Bosnia. 

The  rebellion  ingredient  is 
present  in  Woods.  Golf  was 
long  seen  as  a  white  man’s 
game.  Now  along  canes  a 
half-black,  half-oriental  kid 
who  lands  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  worth  of  en¬ 


dorsements  and  knocks  a  golf 
hail  pretty  decently,  too. 

One  name  that  is  seldom 
mentioned  as  a  black  idol,  is 
that  of  Colin  Powell,  who  is 
spoken  of  as  a  possible  Repub¬ 
lican  party  presidential  candi¬ 
date.  "He  ain’t  black.'"  laughed 
a  young  black  friend  of  mine 
in  New  York.  The  same  is 
often  said  of  Clarence  Thom¬ 
as.  a  conservative  who  was 
seen  by  some  blacks  —  surely 
unfairly  —  as  having  betrayed 
his  colour  in  favour  of  his 
right-of-centre  ideological  be¬ 
liefs.  Can  blades  not  be  right 


wing,  too?  The  rise  of  young 
blades  such  as  Woods.  Watts 
and  Dawes  is  something  to 
cheer,  but  it  is  only  a  qualified 
cheer.  Professor  Clayton  is 
right  to  hope  that  a  wider 
black  middle  dass  will  reduce 
the  apparent  dependency  on 
black  champions. 

The  tendency  to  support 
successful  black  people  simply 
because  they  are  black  is  not 
an  attractive  one.  It  smacks  of 
quota-ism  and  is  as  unappeal¬ 
ing  as  the  triumphant  crowing 
from  many  sections  of  Jewish 
America  recently  when  it 


emerged  that  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Madeleine  Albright, 
came  from  Jewish  stock.  The 
increasing  tribalism  of  the 
United  States,  once  the  melt¬ 
ing  pot  of  the  world,  is  a  sorry 
business. 

A  few  months  ago.  says  the 
engaging  Woods,  the  only 
time  he  thought  about  race 
was  “when  the  media  asked 
me”.  The  best  thing  that  could 
happen  to  fin  de  siide  Ameri¬ 
ca  would  be  for  ail  of  us  to 
concentrate  not  on  his  skin 
colour  but  on  the  brilliance  of 
his  swing. 


New  old  swingers  in  town 


Joe  Joseph  discovers  that  age 
%%%£  should  not  be  measured  in  years 


they  often  presume  that  it  is 
tiie  first  time  it  has  ever  been 
done.  Contiaiy  evidence  rare¬ 
ly  deters  them:  look  at  new 
parents. 

The  blessing  is  that  this 
egotistic  belief  helps  us  to 
maintain  a  sense  of  wonder¬ 
ment  in  the  world.  It  also 
gives  creative  inspiration  to 
artistic  types:  otherwise 
BkVordsworth  would  have  just 
"looked  at  that  host  of  golden  , 
daffodils  and  said,  “So  what’s 
new?". 


Now  David  Bailey,  having 
readied  the  grand  age  of  59. 
has  dedded  that  he  is  not 
.  actually  old.  Not  old-fash¬ 
ioned.  straightforward,  up- 
and-down  bid.  David  is  still  a 
brilliant  photographer.  He 
feds  sprigjidy.  Still  fancies 
women.  Still  brims  with  cre¬ 
ative  ideas.  So  do  Dave’s 
ageing  drams,  people  like 
Mick  J agger  and  Jade  Nichol¬ 
son,  who  both  like  a  night  on 
the  tiles  with  a  bird  or  two,  but 
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who  still  have  enough  stami¬ 
na  left  to  cut  CDs  and  make 
movies  in  the  morning. ' 

’No,  David  Baiky  is  not 
plain  "old”,  he  said  this  week. 
He  is  one  of  the  “New  OhT, 
along  with  Mick  and  Jade 
they  are  the  advance  shock 
troops  of  a  new  phenomenon. 
“People  used  to  say  you  can’t 
be  a  pop  star  at  60."  said 
Bailey,  “bat  Mick  will  be.”  He 
likens  himself  and  his  "new 
old”  mates  to  supposedly  rare 
predecessors  like  Picasso, 
who  worked  well  into  old  age. 

But  are  the  "new  oW"  all 
that  new?  Or  that  unique,  that 
you  have  to  be  a  1960s  vintage 
photographer,  or  rock  anger, 
or  movie  star  to  qualify? 

History  is  chock-fall  of 
people  who  not  only  carried 
on  making  a  noise  wdl  into 
old  age,  but  who  often  only 
began  making  any  noise  at  afl 
after  their  peers  were  drawing 
pensions.  People  tike  Harry 
Truman  Coco  Chanel  Joseph 
Conrad,  Boris  Karioft  and 
even  Colonel  Sanders,  who 
only  started  his  southern  fried 
chicken  business  after  he 
turned  60. 

Daniel  Defoe  was  in  trade 
until. the  age  of  60,  when  be 
derided  to  experiment  with  a 
new  literary  form  called  the 
novel,  an  experiment  that 
gave  us  Robinson  Crusoe  and 
Moll  Flanders.  Isaac  Bas- 
hevis  Singer,  who  wrote  most¬ 
ly  in  Yiddish^  was  in  his  fifties 
before  word  of  his  talent 
spread.  Barbara  Woodhouse, 
reputedly  the  fastest  dog  train¬ 
er  ever,  said:  “life  began  for 
meat  70."  . 


Isaac  Htrsdhfrid,  the  man 
credited  with  coining  the 
phrase  “senior  citizen"  never 
even  had  a  steady  job  until  he 
was  75.  He  stayed  inventive  to 
the  last  In  his  nineties,  he 
summoned  his  family  to  his 
hospital  bedside  for  what  they 
assumed  would  be  a  profound 
deathbed  statement,  but 
which  turned  out  to  be  "The 
nurses  around  here  are  big 
enough  to  be  playing  profes¬ 
sional  football." 


Crowds  queued  and  coo¬ 
ed  for  last  year’s  Ce¬ 
zanne  exhibition  in 
London,  but  it  was  only 
towards  the  end  of  his  own  life 
that  Cezanne  was  noticed.  “I 
have  made  some  progress."  he 
wrote  to  a  friend,  “but  why  so 
belatedly  and  wby  so  painful¬ 
ly?"  The  American  painter 
Edward  Hopper  was  well  into 
his  sixties  before  the  wo  rid  fell 
for  his  dark,  shadowy  streets 
and  his  all-night  diners. 

Jazz  pianist  and  composer 
Eubie  Blake  was  out  of  fash¬ 
ion  for  nearly  half  a  century 
before  ragtime  was  rediscov¬ 
ered  in  the  Seventies,  when 
Blake  himself  was  nearer  90. 
“If  I’d  known  I  was  going  to 
live  this  long,"  he  quipped,  “1 
would  have  taken  better  care 
of  myself."  But  he  was  still 
spry  enough  to  {day  on  the 
White  House  lawn  at  the  age 
of  95. 

"There  is  nothing  more 
remarkable  in  the  life  of 
.Socrates,"  said  Montaigne; 
"than  that  he  found  time  m  his 
old  age  to  learn  to  dance  and 
play  on  instruments  and 
thought  it  time  wdl  spent" 

So  Tagger  and  Bowie  can  eo 
dancing  in  the  street  all  night 
and  they'd  still  be  nothing  to 
raise  Socrates’s  eyebrows. 
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Europhobia 
is  bad  for 


business 


There  is  no  alternative  to  EMU, 


says  Christopher  Haskins 


The  existence  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Union  is  a  recogni¬ 
tion  that  the  concept  of 
absolute  national  economic 
and  political  sovereignty  is 
gradually  being  replaced  by  a 
sharing  of  economic  and  polit¬ 
ical  sovereignty  between  the 
members.  The  objective  of  est¬ 
ablishing  a  single  currency, 
due  to  start  in  1999.  is  en¬ 
shrined  in  the  Treaty  of  Rome, 
and  was  recognised  by  all 
members,  including  Britain, 
when  they  signed  it. 

Remarkably,  of  the  15  mem¬ 
bers.  only  Britain  and,  to  a 
lesser  extent,  Denmark  have 
genuine  reservations  about 
the  political  direction  the  EU  is 
taking.  Britain  is  alone  in  its 
desire  to  opt  out  of  monetary 
union  —  the  Danish  krone  is 
already  fixed  against  the 
mark.  Eleven  other  countries 
seek  to  participate  in  the  EU 
on  the  terms  laid  down  by  the 
Treaty  of  Rome,  the  Single 
European  Act  and  the  Maas¬ 
tricht  Treaty.  So  25  countries 
broadly  recognise  the  benefits 
of  half  a  century  of  peace, 
prosperity  and  co-operation. 
Britain  alone  continues  to 
equivocate 

Various  British  political 
groups  reject  the  whole  idea. 
The  political  sceptics,  largely 
on  the  Right  ding  tenaciously. 

if  hopelessly,  to  an  _ 

image  of  national 
sovereignty  that  has  rUI 
more  relevance  to  ____ 
Victorian  imperial-  GCOT 
ism  than  to  the  21st  __  j  „ 
century.  The  eco-  3110  P 
nomic  doubters,  friteg 
mainly  on  die  Left.  _  _  ^ 
cherish  a  Keynesian  is  inef 
national  solution  to  ^ ^ ^ 
problems,  more 
than  50  years  after  Keynes 
himself  recognised  that  the 
world  had  changed,  by  sign¬ 
ing  up  to  the  Brecon  Woods 
agreement  of  1944. 

British  political  sovereignty 
died  in  1943.  when  Churchill 
was  forced  to  hand  over  the 
direction  of  the  war  to  the 
American  President  Roosevelt 
After  the  war,  as  a  member  of 
Natcu  we  ceded  further  sover¬ 
eignty  to  America,  in  return 
for  guarantees  of  security. 
British  economic  sovereignty 
died  in  1944,  when  the  Bretton 
Woods  settlement  created  the 
International  Monetary  Fund. 
Thereafter.  British  monetary 
policy  was  determined  ulti¬ 
mately  by  the  international 
financial  markets:  today  only 
the  United  Stales  can  claim 
economic  self-sufficiency. 

Yet  40  years  after  Suez, 
people  delude  themselves  that 
there  are  independent  political 
and  economic  options  avail¬ 
able  to  Britain  outside  the  EU. 
Right-wing  nationalists  still 
envisage  the  possibility  of  a 
national  war.  and  argue  that 
the  Maastricht  Treaty  denies 
them  this  option.  In  their  quiet 
moments,  the  romantic  Right 
must  recognise  that  at  the  very 
least  the  EU  has  rendered  a 
war  between  the  nations  of 
Western  Europe  inconceiv¬ 
able.  And  the  Left  must  accept 
that  interna  ticnal  economic 
cooperation  ensures  that  the 
catastrophe  of  pre-war  depres¬ 
sion  could  not  happen  in  the 
modem  world. 

Political  Europhobia  is  easi¬ 
er  to  counter  than  economic 
scepticism.  Ultimately  the 
right-wing  would  take  Britain 
out  of  the  EU,  and  many  on 
the  Right  have  the  honesty  to 
say  so.  But  public  opinion 


Further 


economic 


and  political 
integration 
is  inevitable 


would  reject  such  a  wild  pro¬ 
position.  and  all  our  friends, 
including  the  Americans, 
would  quickly  point  out  its 
folly. 

The  position  of  those  who 
are  politically  pro-European 
but  economically  sceptical  is 
more  puzzling.  They  seem  to 
hope  that  the  European  dev¬ 
elopment  can  be  frozen  on 
their  terms,  and  refuse  to 
recognise  that  further  econom¬ 
ic  and  political  integration  is 
inevitable.  If  they  hold  sway. 
Britain  will  opt  out  of  the  next 
stages  of  political  and  econom¬ 
ic  evolution  for  a  few  years, 
and  then  realise  its  mistake 
arid  rejoin  the  process  on  less 
advantageous  terms. 

Of  course  there  are  risks 
when  radical  new  policies  of 
economic  and  political  interde¬ 
pendence  are  being  pursued. 
But  the  biggest  hurdles  have 
already  been  overcome.  The 
European  Court  of  Justice, 
strengthened  in  the  last  de¬ 
cade,  was  important  to  die 
Thatcher  Government  in  tack¬ 
ling  cheating  within  die  single 
market,  and  is  working  well 
Monetary  policies  are  con¬ 
verging  across  Europe,  as  are 
the  economic  cycles  of  die 
member  states,  though  the 
poorer,  less  disciplined  Medi¬ 
terranean  countries  still  have 
_  some  way  to  go. 

The  benefits  of 
ier  economic  and  mon- 

.  etary  union  are  well 
miC  chronicled  —  com- 

liti  Pletion  of  the 

lineal  maricet,  increased 
irinn  -competition,  lower 
prices,  lower  infla¬ 
table  don.  lower  interest 
_____  rates,  more  invest- 
merit  and  jobs.  Its 
dangers  are  equally  obvious, 
die  inability  of  many  members 
to  meet  the  convergence  crite¬ 
ria  from  the  outset  being  the 
main  one. 


See  it  Germany’s  way 


Whatever  European  pol¬ 
icy  we  want  to  follow. 
Germany  is  die  country 
with  which  we  must  in 
the  end  reach  agreement:  that  would 
be  true  even  in  the  extreme  instance 
of  Britain  deriding  to  disengage  from 
the  European  Union.  At  present,  the 
German  economy  is  going  through  a 
difficult  period,  with  its  highest 
unemployment  since  the  1930s.  Ger¬ 
man  industry  has  extremely  high 
labour  costs.  Companies  are  invest¬ 
ing  massively  overseas,  exporting 
jobs  in  order  to  avoid  the  costs  of 
German  labour.  German  taxes  are 
among  die  highest  in  Europe,  and  the 
attempts  to  reform  social  expenditure 
and  taxation  have  achieved  disap¬ 
pointingly  little.  Nevertheless,  Germ¬ 
any  is  the  geographical  heartland  of 
Europe,  with  the  largest  population 
and  the  mast  powerful  economy. 

The  British  need  to  understand  the 
cultural  and  historical  experience  of 
Germany  if  we  are  to  establish  a 
more  sympathetic  relationship.  In 
some  ways,  the  British  and  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  who  are  both  Nordic  and  Pro¬ 
testant,  have  cultures  much  more  tike 
each  other  than  either  is  to  the  big 
nations  erf  the  Latin  and  Catholic 
tradition.  France.  Italy  and  Spain. 
Yet  Britain  largely  Ms  to  under¬ 
stand  the  German  attitude  towards 
the  future  of  Europe,  and  Germany 
largely  fails  to  understand  why  die 
British  public  reacts  as  it  does.  In 
particular  we  should  try  harder  to 
understand  the  achievements  as  well 
as  the  disasters  of  German  history; 
the  two  hang  together. 

fn  the  past  200  years,  the  Germans 
have  experienced  the  shock  of  three 
great  military  defeats,  first  by  Napo¬ 
leon.  then  in  1918  and  in  1945.  Britain 
has  not  experienced  anything  remote¬ 
ly  comparable  to  these  devastating 
events.  In  each  case,  the  Germans 
made  a  national  response  to  the  im¬ 
pact  of  defeat.  In  the  19th  century, 
they  developed  a  nationalist  philoso¬ 
phy  of  the  State,  particularly  in  the 
writings  of  Fichte  and  Hegel,  and 
worked,  almost  throughout  the  cen¬ 
tury.  towards  the  unification  of 
Germany.  This  was  accomplished  by 
Bismarck  in  the  1860s  and  1870s.  The 
Prussian-led  Empire  which  Bis¬ 
marck  created  was  itself  overthrown 
by  defeat  in  1918:  that  was  followed  by 
the  financial  collapse  of  the  1923 
hyperinflation  and  the  industrial 
collapse  of  the  world  slump  in  the 
eariy  1930s.  The  response  in  the  1930s 
was  to  take  the  cult  of  the  Sate  a 
sage  further,  leading  ro  Hitler's 


rather  than  Brussels.  Nowa¬ 
days.  capital  moves  to  loca¬ 
tions  with  cheap,  productive 
labour,  rather  than  the  other 
way  round  as  in  the  industrial 
revolution.  The  minimum 
wage  is  a  national  rather  than 
a  European  proposition,  and 
the  Social  Chapter  cannot 
force  social  security  costs  on 
unwilling  members. 

Monetary  union  will  proba¬ 
bly  begin  in  two  years'  time, 
and  there  will  be  a  number  of 
initial  starters:  Germany. 
France,  Austria,  Holland,  Bel¬ 
gium.  Luxembourg,  Ireland 
and  possibly  Finland.  Other 
countries  may  have  to  start 
rather  later:  Italy,  Spain.  Por¬ 
tugal.  as  well  as  a  more 
reluctant  Sweden  and  Den¬ 
mark.  It  may  take  Greece 
longer  to  qualify. 

It  is  perfectly  feasible  for 
Britain  to  be  in  at  the  outsd;  or 
for  us  to  wait  a  while,  but  in 
the  long  term  it  is  sensible  to 
be  an  early  rather  than  a  late 
starter.  Bui  to  rule  ourselves 
out  of  monetary  union  now 
would  be  stupid  and  self- 
destructive.  Permanent  self- 
exclusion  would  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  lead  to  a  wholly 
disastrous  withdrawal  from 
the  EU,  When  the  case  for 
monetary  union  and  for  the 
EU  is  eventually  pul  to  the 
British  people,  it  is  likely  that, 
as  in  1975.  the  result  will  be 
resoundingly  positive. 

The  author  is  chairman  of 
Northern  Foods. 


Kohl's  predicament  is  like  Bismarck’s. 
Let’s  not  make  the  same  mistakes  again 


dictatorship.  The  Nazis  added  a 
much  more  extreme  doctrine  of  die 
authority  of  the  leader,  the 
Fuhrerprinzip.  and  -a  naive;  neo- 
Darwinist  doctrine  of  competitive 
racial  survival.  Their  conduct  was 
incredibly  brutal. 

This  regime  led  inevitably  to  the 
catastrophe  of 1945.  After  die  war,  the 
Germans  adopted  the  political  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  victors,  just  as  they  had 
imitated  Napoleon.  They  were  partic¬ 
ularly  under  the  Influence  of  the 
United  States  and  the  occupation  of 
the  American  Zone.  They  then  ap¬ 
plied  their  traditional  virtues  of 

thoroughness  and  _ 

efficiency  to  making  _ T 

die  new  democratic  TTzT,*/ 

state  work  wefl.  \Xf  //i 

With  the  break  up  " 

of  the  Soviet  Union  yJ  n/)r 
and  the  reunifica- 
tioo  of  Germany  in 

1989,  this  post-1945  — - —  ~ 

response  could  be 
seen  a  historic  success,  just  as  the 
defeat  of  France  in  1870  was  the 
culmination  of  the  Bismarck  era. 

The  British  have  found  it  difficult 
to  recognise  the  quality  of  this  post¬ 
war  success,  and  the  solid  virtues  that 
were  needed  to  produce  it  Germans 
are  rightly  proud  of  the  achievement 
erf  the  past  50  years.  Since  1945,  Ger¬ 
many  has  been  democratic,  co¬ 
operative.  productive  and  helpful  to 
all  the  other  nations  of  Europe 
Britain's  post-war  record  includes  the 
withdrawal  from  Empire  with  ex¬ 
traordinarily  tittle  conflict  and  the 
economic  liberalisation  of  the  1980s; 
that  is  by  no  means  a  bad  achieve¬ 
ment,  but  Germany's  has  been,  the 
greater  of  the  two. 

There  are  parallels  between  the 
situations  of  Chancellor  Kohl's  Ger¬ 
many  and  Bismarck’s.  In  the  1870s, 
Germany  suffered  a  severe  industrial 
recession,  in  the  1880s  Bismarck  re¬ 
garded  Germany  as  a  largely  satis¬ 
fied  power,  and  his  diplomacy  was 
intended  to  protect  his  achievements. 
Thar  phase  of  history  ended  in  1890, 
when  Bismarck  was  dismissed  by  the 
young  Kaiser  Wilhelm  IL  The  most 
notable  thing  about  the-  Kaiser  was 
dor  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  next; 
his  neurotic  adventurism  stemmed 
from  both  the  instability  of  an  in¬ 
secure  and  disagreeable  character 


Rees~Mogg 


and  the  absence  of  an  agreed  historic 
context 

Now  Germany  has  come  to  anoth¬ 
er  historic  crossroads.  Helmut  Kohl 
wants  to  protect  and  perpetuate  his 
achievements.  He  sees  tire  monetary 
and  political  unification  of  Europe  as 
tiie  best  way  to  do  that  Yet  sooner  or 
later  the  grand  old  man  will  go.  What 
should  Germany  do  next?  Of  course 
it  is  not  the  great  power  that  it  was  in 
the  1890s;  then  Germany  was  the 
dominant  military  power  of  the 
world’s  dominant  continent:  now  it  is 
a  modest  non-nuclear  military  power 
in  a  Europe  that  is  certainly  running 
behind  America 
and  probably  be- 
*  hind  Asia  as  well. 

'/Tlrfl  What  Germany 

v  does  is  riot  as  im- 

1  A  f\fTfT  portam  as  it  was  a 

VIAJYjL  hundred  years  ago. 

OO  but  it  is  roll  impor- 

-  tant  to  Europe.  Fear 

of  Germany  is  not 
justified,  but  any  other  European 

country  has  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
reality  of  German  influence; 

Last  week.  Professor  Michael 

Sturmer,  who  runs  a  think-tank  near 
Munich,  was  speaking  in  London 
about  the  problems  of  the  single 
currency.  He  favours  the  single 
currency  bat  sees  the  difficulties  quite 
dearly.  He  believes  that  a  angle 
currency  would  promote  world  finan- 
dal  stability  and  help  Germany  as  an 
exporting  nation.  In  London  he 
pointed  to  two  contradictions.  The 
first  is  that  the  Germans  regard  the 
mark  as  the  symbol  of  Germany's 
post-war  success;  the  euro  would 
have  to  be  as  good  as  the  mark  for 
them  to  accept  it  German  industry 
wants  a  relatively  soft  euro,  believing 
that  a  euro  that  devalued  the  mark 
would  help  Industry  to  export . 

The  second  contradiction  ties  in 
Professor  Stunner's  fear  that  the 
French  will  blame  the  Germans  for  a 
euro  which  tile  French  associate  with 
high  unemployment  while  the  Ger¬ 
mans  will  blame  the  French  for  a 
euro  that  is  softer  than  the  mark.  If 
France  wins  control  of  the  European 
Central  Bank,  that  will  signal  a 
politicised  euro,  which  the  Germans 
are  determined  not  to  have. 

Beyond  Professor  Stunner's  analy¬ 
sis  Ues  an  even  more  fundamental 


Swan  nine  in 


THE  TALK  at  the  ballet  barre  con¬ 
cerns  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales. 
She  is  said  to  be  a  contender  for  the 
part  of  one  of  the  70  swans  at  an 
audition  this  Friday  for  a  gala 
performance  by  the  English  Nat¬ 
ional  Ballet  of  Swan  Lake  at  the 
Albert  Hall  in  The  summer. 

The  Princess  is  hoping  to  attend 
the  selection  audition  of  the  swans 
at  the  Kensington  rehearsal  rooms 
of  the  batleL  Diana  is  a  patron  of 
the  aimpany  and  a  dose  friend  of 
its  director,  Derek  Deane,  and  she 
has  long  shown  a  deep  interest  in 
dance. 

The  performance  in  June  will 
star  Aftynai  Asyl  Muratova,  the 
top  tutu  at  the  Kirov,  who  is 
considered  by  many  to  be  the  bet 
female  dancer  in  the  world.  Di¬ 
ana*  experience  extends  to  a  twirl 
with  Wayne  Sleep  and  some 
moshing  around  while  listening  to 
Dr  Feelgood  on  her  Walkman. 

There  wall  be  more  swans  m 
this  production  than  ever  before, 
and  we  hope  the  Princess  will 
appear  on  stage.”  says  a  balleto¬ 
mane  friend  of  Diana's.  "She  is 
planning  to  cone  to  the  audition 
and  something  may  well  come  af  if. 
Whatever  happens  she  will  be  at 
the  Albert  Hall  on  the  night” 


•  Detention  is  in  order  for  Nigel 
de  Cruchy.  general  secretary  of  the 
National  Association  of  School - 
masters  and  Union  of  Women 
Teachers.  Yesterday  The  Tunes 
reported  his  attack  bn  government 
plans  to  sack  teachers  if  their 
pupils  perform  badly:  “To  call  this 
latest  measure  Victorian  or  draco¬ 
nian  is  an  insult  to  Victoria  and 
Dmcular  Er,  what?  "Doesn’t 


restaurants,  San  Lorenzo,  a  favour¬ 
ite  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and 
L’lncontro.  where  the  owner,  Gina 
"as  in  Gindfi"  Santini,  is  thrilfed. 
“Gianluca  is  a  dose  friend  and  ift 
great  to  have  him  near.  He  comes 
m  twice  a  week,  but  takes  care  of 
himself.  Tmurasu  and  no  grappa." 


Old  look 


ILJLJi 


Dram  la  come  from  Draconian ?m 
asked  a  confused  de  Cruchy  yester¬ 
day.  Had  there  been  more  classics 
in  schools,  he  might  have  known 
about  Draco  the  andeni  Athenian 
legislator.  "Perhaps  f  should  have 
stuck  to  Victoria."  he  conceded. 


FASHIONABLE  society  holds  no 
fears  for  Eric  Newby,  soldier,  writ¬ 
er  and  conqueror  of  the  Hindu 
Kush.  At  a  reception  on  Tuesday 
night  at  the  Imperial  War  Mus¬ 
eum  to  mark  the  50th  anniversary 


of  Christian  Dior's  “New  Look”  ex¬ 
hibition,  Field  Marshal  Lord 
BramaU  gave  the  opening  address. 
“Who  is  this  geezer,  anyway?",  de¬ 
manded  Newby,  sloping  off  to  find 
a  chair  as  BramaU  recalled  his 
days  on  the  parade  ground. 

Next  up  was  the  Heritage  Secre¬ 
tary,  Virginia  Bottomley.  Newby’s 
verdict:  “I  think  she  rather  likes  the 
sound  of  her  own  voice." 

Refief  came  in  the  form  of 
Daroey  Bussell,  prima  ballerina  at 
the  Royal  Ballet,  whose  message 
was  bnef.  “What's  her  name?"  sla¬ 
vered  Newby.  "Could  you  write  it 
down  for  meT 


Home  turf 


“For  the  last  time,  I  don't 
know  why  Italian  footballers 
an  better  looking* 


AFTER  months  of  roaming  the  ho¬ 
tels  of  Kitightsbridge.  the  lady  and 
Chelsea  footballer  Gianluca  Vialti 
has  found  a  permanent  pad  dose 
to  Sloarte  Square.  ViaUt  looked  at  it 
in  August,  bur  months  of  renova¬ 
tions  and  waiting  for  his  girl¬ 
friend’s  approval  mean  he  only 
decided  to  take  it,  as  England  took 
on  Italy  last  night. 

The  flat  has  three  bedrooms,  two 
bathrooms  and  according  to  his 
agent.  AthoTl  StflL  is  “modest".  U  is 
dose  to  Viaiti’s  preferred  Italian 


•  Reports  that  Elton  John  would 
be  giving  two  concerts  in  Hong 
Kong  to  mark  the  colon/s  hand¬ 
over  to  the  Chinese  appear  to  be 
premature.  Sadly  for  the  Cover' 
nor.  Chris  Patten,  who  is  some¬ 
thing  of  a  fan ,  the  gigs  will  not  be 
taking  place  beautseJohn's  ampli¬ 
fiers  are  too  loud  for  Hong  Kong's 
noise  restrictions: 


Romantics:  Ingrams  and  Arie 


Heart  to  heart 


Erie  Newby:  selectively 
impressed 


ROMANTIC  of  the  w eric  in  this 
most  romantic  of  weeks  is  Fred 
Ingrams,  son  of  the  former  Private 
Eye  Editor  Richard  —  who  is  him¬ 
self  living  with  a  young  blonde  of 
recent  acquaintance. 

Fred,  a  divorcee  and  terrific 


PHS 


justice 

Magnus  Linklater 
on  the  need  for 


judicial  discretion 


The  honesty  shown  by  Mr  Jus¬ 
tice  Allied  was  refreshing.  Af¬ 
ter  a  month’s  trial,  a 


question.  Britain  is  not  going  to  join 
the  single  currency,  at  least  not  in  the 
first  round.  Yet  it  will  be  hard  to  keep 
Italy  and  Spain  out  If  the  euro  goes 
ahead,  Germany  will  be  the  leader  of 
a  single  currency,  with  a  Latin 
majority  of  an  unstable  financial 
history.  The  currency  markets  will 
see  Germany  as  the  guarantor  of  a 
euro  which  is  much  weaker  than  the 
mark.  This  is  not  only  a  currency 
question,  but  the  main  European 
question.  Who  will  pay  the  bills? 

Eadi  of  tite  large  European  rations 
wants  something  different  The  Ger¬ 
mans  want  to  create  a  Europe  that 
preserves  the  very  great  post-war 
achievements  of  Germany.  They 
want  a  currency  . as  gooduas  the  mark 
and  a  political  constitution  for  Eur¬ 
ope  remarkably  like  their  own  federal 
constitution.  They  want  a  Europeon 
the  German  model,  but  not  at 
German  expense. 

The  French  ward:  a  Rranco-centric 
Europe,  dominated  by  the  skills  df 
the  French  civil  sendee;  They  are 
prepared  to  have  a  Europe  which  is 
German  in  form,  because  they  think 
they  can  make  it  Fbeneh  in  practice; 
The  Italians  want  Europe  to  solve 
the  political  problems  they  have 
not  been  able  to  solve  for  themselves; 
they  would  also  be  happy  to  create 
Italian  debts  at  German  rates  of 
interest  The  Spanish  like  the  Euro¬ 
pean  subsidies.  Britain  wants  to 
remain  an  independent  island  nation 
while  being  part  of  the  European 
system.  France  and  Britain,  in  their 
different  ways,  both  have  an  indepen¬ 
dent  but  nationalist  point  of  view; 
Italy  ami  Spain  belong  to  a  much 
more  dependent  culture. 

The  problem  is  to  reconcile  these 
different  national  objectives.  The  sin¬ 
gle  currency  proposal  has  made  that 
more  difficult,  it  is  dividing  rather 
than  uniting  Europe.  What  is  certain 
is  that  nothing  permanent  can  be 
achieved  unless  it  satisfies  Ger¬ 
many's  interests  and  reassures  Ger¬ 
man  public  opinion.  After  the  elec¬ 
tion,  Britain  and  Germany  should  at 
least  try  to  calk  out  these  national 
hopes  and  fears.  In  1889.  shortly 
before  he  fell.  Bismarck  pot  out 
feelers  for  an  Anglo-German  entente: 
lord  Salisbury-  turned  them  down 
because  he  thought  they  would  be 
anti-French.  That  mistake  may  have 
led,  25  years  later,  to  the  Hist  Wodd 
War.  In  1997  Britain  and  Germany 
each  need  to  develop  an  imaginative 
sympathy  for  the  otherts  historic 
point  of  view.  At  present  neither 
country  is  very  good  at  doing  that 


fo-areal  of  the  evidence  in  court,  and  a 

conclusive  vwdict  from  the  jury,  he 
admitted  that  he  “stflldid  not  know  ■ 
the  whole  truth"  about  the  murder  of 
Eve  Howells.  Yesterday,  having  giv¬ 
en  himself  an  extra  day  to  listen  to 
background  reports  from  defence 
counsel,  be  confirmed  the  sentences 
and  said’  that  in  his  view  Mrs 
HoweUs*s  husband.  _  David,  bore 
more  of  the  responsibility  than  their 
two  sons,  Glenn  and  John. 

Here  was  a  judge  exercising  discre¬ 
tion  —  hot  so  much  with  what  Ed¬ 
mund  Burke  described  as  “the  add 
neutrality  of  an  impartial  judge”,  but 
rather  with  the  humanity  of  one 
concerned  by  the  wider  interests  of 
justice.  I  grass  that  most  of  Judge 
AlUotfs  colleagues  on  the  Bench 
approved  erf  his  action,  however 
unusual-  Their  responsibilities,  after 
all,  do  not  end  with  the  sentence: 
there  is  the  nature  of  the  punishment 
to  consider,  and  that  raises  a  wide 
range  of  questions.  Is  it  right,  for 
instance,  to  .  remand  a  W-year-dd 
woman  on  hear  first  drug  offence  to  a 
prison with  a  long  record  of  suiddes? 

Should  a  young  tearaway  on  his  third 
burglary  be  sent  to  join  two  hardened 
old  lags  in  an  overcrowded  cell? 
Some  judges— not  many — go  to  the 
trouble  of  visiting  die  prisons  to 
which  they  send  those  they  have 
sentenced.  It  tempers  the  decisions 
they  makis  it  makes  for  better  justice. 

That,  however,  is  a  million  miles 
from  the  theme  running  through  the 
Government's  Crime  (Sentencing) 
BUL  which  comes  before  the  Lords 
again  today,  or  the  Scottish  Crime  < 
and  Punishment  Bill,  winch  was  de¬ 
bated  on  Tuesday.  Both  are  informed 
more  by  retribution  rather  than  by 
reason.  The  scope  of  judges  to  vary  a 
sentence  on  the  basis  of  individual 
cases  is  to  be  severely  curtailed.  On 
parole  and  remission,  an  automatic 
Bfesentenoes  far  certain  offences,  and 
an  mandatory  minimum  sentences 
for  repeat  burglars  and  drug-dealers 
— all  areas  where  judges  have  tradi¬ 
tionally  exercised  discretion  —  the 
punishment  will  be  decreed  by  stat¬ 
ute.  The  implication  of  both  Bills  is 
dear  judges  can  no  longer  be  trusted 
to  deal  with  the  criminal  dement  in 
odr  sodetft  dor,  as  the  lord  Chief 
Justice,  Lord  Bingham,  put  it,  judges 
axd  held  to  be  “for  some  unexplained 
reason  indifferent  to  crime”. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  notion,  but 
one  that  influences  both  the  Home 
Secretwy,  Michael  Howard,  and  the 
Scottish  Becxetary,  Michael  Forsyth. 
Th^y  believe  that  current  sentencing 
policy  favours  the  criminal  at  the 
expense  of  the  victim  .to  such  an 
extent  that  the  public  is  “scandalised” 
fry  it  The  hostility  of  judges  to  the 
new  Bills  merely  demonstrates  how 
out  of  touch  they  are  with  popular 
■  opinion.  Reform  is  urgently  required. 


painter  is  33  on  St  Valentine's- Day 
and  is  engaged  to  Laura  Arie.  with 
whom  be  has  set  up  a  design  com¬ 
pany  Arie  &  Ingrams.  The  couple 
met  at  House  0  Garden,  where 
both  worked  in  the  design,  depart¬ 
ment.  To  mark  their  commitment, 
they  will  tomorrow  present  each 
other  with  silver  gDt  laving  cups 
adorned  with  cackle  heart  shells. 


But  if  that  is  right,  then  the  Gov- 
eminent  has  been  extraordina¬ 
rily  inconsistent  As  recently  as 
1993,  as  die  Scottish  judge  lord  Mo- 
Ctuskey  pointed  out  in  the  Lords  this 
week,  a  very  different  set  of  measures 
was  introduced.  The  Prisoners  and 
Criminal  Proceedings  Aid  set  out 
standards  of  sentencing  and  parole  in 
Scotland  which  harmonised  with 
those  in  England,  and  were,  in  the 
view  of  tiie  Government  at  the  time, 
in  the  best  interests  of  prisoners, 
prison  officials  and  the  public.  This 
came  after  a  long  period  of  consul¬ 
tation,  and  confirmed  a  sentencing 
policy  that  allowed  some  criminals  to 
serve  as  littieasahalf  or  two-thirds  of 
their  sentence.  Now,  it  seems,  just 
three  years  later,  the  public  has 
become  suspicious  of  such  laxity. 

So  what  has  happened  in  the 
meantime?  It  is  not  as  if  our  jails  are 
being  emptied  of  criminals.  Britain 
has  the  highest  prison  population  in 
Europe,  and  it  is  growing  so  fast  that 
very  soon  there  will  be  a  need  to 
commission  floating  prison  ships  to 
accommodate  it.  This  prison  popu¬ 
lation  is  likely  to  become  a  cauldron  . 
of  resentment  with  the  virtual  aboli- ! 
tiem  of  parole  and  the  introduction  of  ’ 
longer  sentences.  There  is  no  sign 
that  judges  have  become  more  leni¬ 
ent.  On  the  contrary,  they,  as  much  •/ 
as  ministers,  are  only  too  aware  of  the 
risks  they  run  in  handing  down 
sentences  which  are  deemed  too  light 
Nor  is  there  anything  in  the  crime 
statistics  to  suggest  tiiatm  three  years 
Britain  has  become'  intolerably 
violent. 

The  answer  lies,  depressingly,  in 
the  Government's  need  to  demon¬ 
strate  that  it  is  tough  on  law  and 
order  —  and  the  Opposition’s  reluc¬ 
tance  to  challenge  tL  This  leaves  the 
judges  to  defend  themselves.  So  for 
ti^are  maldng  a  fistof  it  with 
defeats  for  the  Government  in  tire 
lords,  and  an  undoubted  superiority 
when  it  comes  to  rhetoric,  lord  Mo-  % 
Cluskey  calls  the  legislation  “arbi¬ 
trary,  SB-informed  and  populist”.  And 
Lord  Bingham  declares  that  “if  our 
.  PeoP1’rs  frinking  is  to  be  judged  ty 
the  flunking  which  animates  this  Bill, 

I  for  one  wifi  shrink  from  the 

judgment  of  history". 

In  tire  end,  however,  most  opiniahV  • 
wifi  be  less  influenced  by  the  stirring 
sounds  of  a  constitutional  hapfe  than 
by  the  Simple  question  of  fairness.  On 
the  whole  I  would  still  prefer  to  be 
judged  and  sentenced  by  Mr  Justice 
Aiuott  on  the  merits  of  my  case  titan 
by  the  political  instincts  of  Messrs 
Howard  and  Fbrsyth. 
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THE  number  of  jobless  fell  to 
1.815.300  in  January,  the  low* 
esx  level  for  six  years,  giving  a 
rate  of  625  per  cent  The  fall 
was  the  second-biggest  sea¬ 
sonally  adjusted  reduction 
since  modern  unemployment 
records  began  in  January  1971. 

Adjusted  unemployment  is 
now  down  by  Mfi&uo  since 
its  peak  in  December  1992, 
and  is  down  by  391,500  over 
the  post  year  alone. 

However,  unadjusted  un¬ 
employment  —  die  precise 
number  of  people  out  of  work 
and  claiming  benefit  —  rose, 
by  39,550  to  1.907,756.  A  large 
seasonal  adjustment  factor  of 
107.200  for  January,  when 
many  pfcople  lose  temporary 
jobs  after  Christmas,  led  to  die 
fall  in  the  adjusted  total 

Whitehall  officials  again  sus¬ 
pended  estimation,  of  the  fall¬ 
ing  trend  in  unemployment, 
mainly  because  of  so  far  un- 
quantifiable  effects  on  the 
claimant  count  of  tire  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Job  Seekers  Allow¬ 
ance  (JSA).  Since  the  JSA  came 
in.  the  average  monthly  fall  in 
unemployment  has  leapt  to 
63,900,  against  192300  over  tile 
previous  six  months  and  16J00 
over  the  previous  12  months. 

Labour  attacked  the  JSA 
effect  on  the  count  David 
Blunkett  the  party's  employ¬ 
ment  spokesman,  issued  a  12- 
page  analysis  of  it  and  said: 
“137,000  people  have  disap¬ 
peared  from  the  claimant 
count  since  October  1996,  not 
because  they  have  found  a  job 
but  solely  as  a  result  of  the 
introduction  of  JSA.”  , 

The  drop  substantially  ex¬ 
ceeded  market  expectations, 
and  City  analysts  also  criticised 
the  JSA  effect  Kevin  Darling¬ 
ton,  of  Hoare  Govett.  said  that 
the  JSA  “means  these  numbers 
come  with  a  health  warning”. 
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Richard  Giordano,  centre,  with  David  Varney,  left  chief  executive  of  BG.  and  Roy  Gardiner,  chief  executive  of  Centrica,  in  Birmingham  yesterday 


Glarke  rebuffs  Bank’s 


calls  for  higher  rates 


By  Janet  Bush  and 
.  Philip  Webster 


Pennington,  page  29 


KENNETH  CLARKE  insist¬ 
ed  yesterday  flat  there  was 
no  need  to  increase  base 
rates  even  as  the  Bank  of 
England  repeated  its  calls  for 
tighter  money.  - 

The  Chancellor's  determ¬ 
ination  to  neutralise  the  mess¬ 
age  of  the  Bank  of  England's 
latest  Inflation  Report,  pub¬ 
lished  yesterday,  was  dear  in 
his  decision  to  give  a  number 
of  high-profile  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  interviews  as  well  as  to 
comment  at  length  on  the 
Wiiral  South  campaign  trail. 

In  its  Inflation  Report,  the 
Bank  repeated  its  call  for  a 
modest  rise  in  rates.  As  expect¬ 
ed,  the  Bank  revised  upwards 
its  longer-term  forecast  for 
underlying  inflation  to  about  3 


per  cent  “and  rising”  at  the 
end  erf  its  two-year  forecasting 
period.  This  is  well  above  the 
Government's  target  of  2.5  per 
cent  or  less.  This  assumption, 
as  always  in  the  Inflation 
Report,  is  based  on  un¬ 
changed  interest  rates. 

-  However,  Mervyn  King,  the 
Bank'S  director  of  economics, 
admitted  that  he  does  not 
knowhow  large  a  rise  in  rates 
is  needed  ana  that  sterling’s 
sharp  rise  has  created  “huge 
uncertainty"  in  the  short-term 
outlook. 

Howard  Davies,  deputy 
governor,  said  on  Tuesday 
that  the  Chancellor  and  the 
Bank  only  disagreed  over  a 
quarter  point,  an  assertion 
confirmed  by  Mr  Clarice.  The 
Chancellor  said;  The  Gover¬ 
nor  and  myself  have  a  slight 
difference  of  opinion  about 


where  inflation. wQl  be  in  a 
couple  of  years’  time  and  I 
reckon  he’s  a  quarter  of  1  per 
cent  wrong.”  He  said  the  econ¬ 
omy  was  recovering  extremely 
strongly,  but  showed  no  signs 
of  speeding  up  and  that  he  was 
not  at  the  stage  where hehad 
to  put  the  monetarxbrakes  on. 

it  appears  that  the  Bank’s 
view  of  rates  has.  if  anything, 
softened  since  fare  last  year.  At 
the  December  monetary  meet¬ 
ing.  the  Bank  said  that  if  the 
Chancellor  refused  to  raise 
rales  by  a  quarter  point  it 
would  then  push  for  a  half¬ 
point  rise  in  January  and 
February.  Now  it  seems  that 
the  debate  revolves  around 
only  a  quarter  point  again. 

The  key  area  of  d  isagree¬ 
ment  is  over  the  impact  of  the 
exchange  rate,  which  the 
Chancellor  has  repeatedly  de¬ 


scribed  as  very  deflationary. 
The  Bank  said  the  outlook  for 
inflation  in  the  shortterm  foul 
improved  since  November, 
since  when  sterling  has  risen  7 
per  cent  It  now  forecasts  that 
underlying  inflation  will  drop 
to  a  trough  of  well  below  25 
per  cent  in  the  second  half  of 
this  year.  It  is  then  forecast  to 
rise  throughout  1998. 

The  Bank  said  that  in  the 
short  run.  sterling’s  rise  would 
lead  to  a  fall  in  inflation  as  im¬ 
port  prices  felL  This,  it  argues, 
is  primarily  a  one-off  impact 
on  domestic  prices  rather  than 
a  continuing  force  reducing 
the  underlying  rate  of  infla¬ 
tion.  After  that  sterling's 
strength  is  likely  to  continue  to 
damp  down  inflation  because 
it  will  cut  net  trade,  but  the 
extent  of  this  will  depend  on 
why  the  pound  has  risen  and 


therefore  how  long  it  will 
remain  strong.  Overall,  the 
Bank  is  assuming  that  the 
pound's  rise  is  temporary. 

Alistair  Darling.  Shadow 
Chief  Secretary,  said  the  dis¬ 
pute  between  Mr  Clarke  and 
the  Governor  called  into  ques¬ 
tion  the  strength  of  the  recov¬ 
ery.  “What  is  dear  from  whar 
the  Governor  is  saying  is  that 
he  doesn’t  believe  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  is  going  to  meet  his 
inflation  target  by  the  end  of 
this  Parliament,  something  he 
has  always  promised. 

The  dispute  between  the 
Governor  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  not  only 
exposes  the  fundamental 
weaknesses  in  the  British 
economy,  but  it  is  also  deeply 
destabilising  and  it  does  cast 
doubt  on  whether  this  recov¬ 
ery  can  last-" 


BRITISH  GAS  yesterday 
admitted  that  job  losses  at  the 
company  had  run  out  of 
control  and  revealed  thar  by 
the  end  of  this  month  it  will 
have  cut  35,000  jobs  since 
1993.  The  toll  overshoots  the 
original  target  set  out  four 
years  ago  by  10,000.  It  is  also 
5,000 more  titan  a  revised  plan 
outlined  18  months  ago. 

Richard  Giordano,  chair¬ 
man.  detailed  the  job  losses  at 
the  extraordinary  meeting  in 
Birmingham  to  approve  foe 
demerger  of  British  Gas  into 
two  companies.  Only  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  shareholders  showed 
dissenting  voting  cards  to  the 
resolution.  More  than  330,000 
Sids  had  voted  fay  proxy  on  the 
demerger,  voting  ten  to  one  in 
favour.  The  opponents  were 
largely  rallied  by  Noel  Falcon¬ 
er,  long-time  antagonist  of  the 
British  Gas  board  and  a  pro¬ 
ponent  of  waiting  before 
demerging. 

British  Gas  will,  from  Mon¬ 
day.  become  two  companies — 
Centrica,  the  gas  supply  busi¬ 
ness  with  a  stake  in  foe 
Morecambe  Bay  gasfield,  and 
BG.  the  TransCo  and  interna¬ 
tional  activities  business. 

Further  job  cuts  have  been 
threatened  by  the  company, 
depending  on  the  outcome  of 
pricing  controls  for  die  pipe¬ 
lines  business,  which  are  be¬ 
fore  the  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission. 

Mr  Giordano  conceded  that 
the  job  losses  had  run  too 
quickly  to  maintain  important 
skills  in  foe  business  and  had 
led  to  a  lot  of  British  Gas's  ser¬ 
vice  problems. 

He  said  that  the  large 
redundancy  programme 
meant  jobs  disappeared  from 
the  business  at  too  fast  a  pace 
to  maintain  service  levels.  “It 
had  got  out  of  control"  Mr 
Giordano  said  after  the 
meeting. 
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WaU  Street 
above  6,900 


Wall  Street  soared  last 
night  taking  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  above 
die  6,900  mark  for  the  first 
time.  By  the  dose  the  Dow 
was  up  10332  points  at 
696L63.  a  record  dose. 

The  previous  high  was 
readied  on  January  21  when 
the  Dow  dosed  at 
6,883.90.  In  the  broader 
market  the  Standard  & 

Poor’s  and  the  NYSE 
composite  indexes  also  set 
new  highs.  Markets,  page  30 
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TESCO  will  today  fire  the 
latest  shot  in  the  supermarket 
wars  with  the  launch  of  an  in¬ 
store  service  to  provide  both  a 
credit  card  and  a  range  of 
financial  services,  induding 
mortgages,  in  a  joint  venture 
with  foe  Royal  Bank  of 
Scotland. 

At  the  heart  of  foe  scheme  is 
the  Royal  Bank's  Direct  line 
insurance  subsidiary.  Cus¬ 
tomers  of  Tesco  will  be  able  to 
obtain  online  insurance  and 
other  finandal  products  at 
special  outlets  in  selected 
stores  at  foe  same  time  as  they 
.  buy  their  groceries. 
if  The  plans  have  been  under 
development  for  months,  but 
both  companies  had  hoped  . to 
keep  them  under  wraps  until 
the  official  launch.  Terry  Lea¬ 
hy,  Tesco*s  chief  executive, 
reused  to  respond  to  calls 
from  The  Times  last  night 
■  The  news  comes  days  after 
Safeway  launched  its  own  deb¬ 
it  card  and  J  Sainsbury  was 
,  a  warded  a  banking  licence. 
Testa's  plans  are  thought  to 
Jndude  a  new  card  that  win 
allow  goods  to  be  bought  on 
credit  and  pay  interest  on 
customers’  balances. 

This  is  similar  to  Safeway* 
1  ABC  Bonus  Account  card, 
operated  in  conjunction  with 


foe  Abbey  National  but  Tesco 
is  hoping  to  regain  the  lead 
among  the  supermarkets  sell¬ 
ing  financial  services  through 
the  Direct  Line  connection. 

Under  the  leadership  of 
Peter  Wood,  now  a  consultant 
with  foe  business.  Direct  line 
has  built  up  a  commanding 
lead  in  the  provision  of  insur¬ 
ance  services  by  telephone. 

Tesco  already  has  a  debit 
card  provided  by  the  National 
Westminster,  but  this  does  not 
provide  a  credit  facility. 
Saznsbury  is  likely  to  launch 
its  own  bank  by  foe  end  of  this 
month  in  asijtmction  with  the 
Royal  Bank's  rival,  the  Bank 
of  Scotland.  . 


Wood:  consultant 


THE  prospect  has  been 
raised  of  lawyers  from 
Mattel,  the  toymaker,  re- 
d  aiming  CD-Roms  from 
children’s  computers  after  it 
took  out  a  restraining  order 
to  prevent  sales  or  distribu¬ 
tion  of  a  game  called  Barbie 
and  her  Magic  Horse. 

Maltd  daims  that  the 
game,  which  is  riot  made  by 
its  recently  formed  interac¬ 
tive  offshoot  infringes  the 
trademark  for  its  dolL 
Mattel  has  been  launching 
fts  own  computer  games, 
induding  Barbie  Fashion. 

Lovell  White  Durrani 
Mattel's  lawyer,  has  taken 
out  an  injunction  against  six 
leading  toy  and  computer 
products  retailers,  induding 
Dixons  and  Toys  ‘R*  Us.  It 
stops  them  selling  Barbie 
and  Her  Magic  Horse  and 
demands  that  they  destroy 
all  their  stocks  and  supply 
the  names  and  addresses  of 
anyone  to  whom  it  has  sold 
foe  CD-Rom. 

Neither  Lovett  White 
Durrant  nor  Mattel  would 
discuss  why  they  had  asked 
for  this  information  and 
would  not  comment  on 
whether  they  would  be  try¬ 
ing  to  reclaim  foe  CD-Roms 
from  customers. 


NATIONAL  POWER  has  is¬ 
sued  a  summons  against  foe 
nine  trustees  of  its  pension 
scheme  in  an  attempt  to  get 
legal  approval  for  its  use  of 
pension  surpluses  in  1993  and 
1996. 

•  The  highly  unusual  move 
follows  last  week’s  ruling  by 
Julian  Farrand,  the  Pensions 
Ombudsman,  against  Nat¬ 
ional  Grid.  Dr  Farrand 
ordered  National  Grid  to  pay 
back  £463  million  of  surplus¬ 
es  it  had  used  to  fund  redun¬ 
dancies  and  early  retirements. 
The  ruling  has  landed  the 
electricity  industry  with  a 
potential  £1  billion  bill. 

According  to  the  summons. 
National  Power  used  some  of 
the  surplus  to  take  a  contribu¬ 
tions  holiday  from  the  Elec¬ 
tricity  Supply  Pension  Scheme 
(ESPS). 

The  ESPS,  which  has  mare 
than  218,000  members  and 
assets  exceeding  £14  billion, 
produced  more  money  than  it 
needed  to  meet  its  obligations 
in  1992  and  again  in  1995. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  greaT 
controversy  whether  such  sur¬ 
pluses  belong  to  companies 
sponsoring  schemes  or  foe 
'  schemes’  members. 

National  Power  would  not 
say  tow  much  it  had  taken  from 


the  scheme  or  whether  it  had 
used  foe  surpluses  to  pay  for 
redundancies.  However,  latest 
available  figures  show  that  the 
number  of  employees  contrib¬ 
uting  to  the  scheme  has  fallen 
from  10,000  to  4.452  in  the  past 
five  years.  The  scheme  has 
£23  billion  in  assets. 

The  company  also  denied 
that  it  was  preventing  the 
scheme's  30.000  members 
from  complaining  to  Dr 
Farrand.  However,  the  Pen¬ 
sions  Ombudsman’s  office 
confirmed  that  it  was  unable 
to  investigate  cases  under 
legal  action. 

Both  sides  were  unaware  of 
any  complaints  having  been 
made  by  former  or  existing 
National  Pbwer  employees. 

National  Power  added  that 
it  was  seeking  clarification  in 
the  interests  of  the  company, 
employees  and  pensioners. 

National  Power  is  the  first  of 
the  21  power  companies  to  go 
to  law  since  the  decision, 
although  National  Grid  is 
likely  to  appeal  against  the 
Ombudsman  later  this  month. 

The  summons  was  issued 
by  Linklaters  &  Paines,  Nat¬ 
ional  Power’s  solicitor.  Among 
the  trustees  it  names  are  Hugh 
Feldon,  Raymond  Smith  and 
Roger  Witcumb. 


atti'aefin g  a 


*'  Millennium  exhibition  job  for  Muirhead 


Jason  NissE 


EAD.  one  of  foe  founders 
li,  foe  advertising  agency 
i  the  "New  Labour,  New 
in  for  the  Conservatives, 
ought  in  ro  help  the 
hibition  at  Greenwich  as 
ununications. 
id  will  go  on  secondment 
it  will  be  paid  by  the  new 

ig  set  up  to  run  the 


exhibition,  Millennium  Central  His 
salary,  being  paid  out  of  a  budget 
expected  to  indude  £200  million  of 
lottery  funding,  has  not  been  disclosed, 
but  he  is  one  of  foe  best-paid  people  in 
the  advertising  business.  . 

While  at  Saatchi  &  Saatchi,  which  he 
left  dramatically  two  years  ago.  he  ran 
foe  US  operation  and  was  paid  an 
annual  salary  of  $550,000.  plus  a  car.  a 
free  apartment  in  one  of  the  best  areas 
of  New  York  and  a  bonus  equal  to  1  per 


cent  of  new  business  won  for  the 
agency. 

The' role  at  Millennium  Central  has 
been  created  by  Bob  Ayling,  foe  British 
Airways  chief  executive  who  is  also 
chairman  of  Millennium  Central.  Mr 
Ayling  is  a  dose  friend  of  Land  Saatchi, 
who  was  recently  made  a  working 
Conservative  peer,  and  BA  is  one  of  the 
main  clients  of  M&C. 

Jenny  Page,  foe  former  head  of  the 
Millennium  Commission,  has  also 


been  tempted  to  Millennium  Central, 
where  she  is  now  chief  executive. 

Her  move  came  only  weeks  before  the 
commission  met  to  decide  whether  to 
grant  foe  project  foe  lottery  funding  it 
needs  (o  get  off  foe  ground.  Meanwhile 
Mr  Ayling  and  Michael  Hesdtine,  the 
Deputy  Prime  Minster,  lave  been 
approaching  business  leaders  to  try  to 
dedt  their  support  for  the  project. 


Interest  paid  monthly  (5.33%  gross  compounded  annually) 
Instant  cheque  book  access  to  your  money 

This  account  is  available  for  individuals, 
companies,  partnerships  and  clubs  vP  . 

Minimum  balance  is  £2,500  IG.6inW0rt  BfinSOn 


Kleinwort  Benson 

PRIVATE  BANK 


Cal!  Luke  Costanzo  free  on 


0800  317477 


toetawart  Benton  Private  Bank  ' 
rO  Bo*  |4J  10 Fcnchordi  Street  London  ay 
nmwwi  tnm  Pnw  Bank  » i  DhUm 

KlriMmt  bug  Imeuaml  Mmywa  ■  — imJ 
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Gas  does  splits  to  genial  round  of  complaints 


By  Christine  Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL  CORRESPONDENT 

SHAREHOLDERS  of  British  Gas  convening 
in  Birmingham  yesterday  to  approve  the 
company's  demerger  were  in  comparatively 
genial  mood,  compared  with  the  wholesale 
anger  of  two  years  ago  when  Cedric  Brown,  the 
chief  executive,  was  in  danger  of  being  lynched. 

Richard  Giordano  faced  just  one  attempt  to 
oust  him  as  chairman,  another  to  stop  him 
chairing  the  Birmingham  meeting  and  a 


stream  of  complaints  over  customer  service- 
opening  the  floor  to  questions  from  the  470 
shareholders,  his  plea  to  them  "no!  to  devote 
time  to  individual  service  complaints"  sounded 
unduly  optimistic  —  this  was  the  company  thai 
harassed  thousands  of  customers  with  red 
reminders  without  the  courtesy  of  an  initial  bill; 
that  left  customers  on  service  contracts  with 
non-functioning  central  heating  systems  in  the 
depths  of  winter;  and  answered  the  phone 
within  a  reasonable  period  only  40  per  cent  of 
the  time. 


The  first  move  to  get  Mr  Giordano,  knight  of 
the  British  Empire  for  services  to  industry, 
removed  as  chairman  was  made  by  Neville 
Goldrein.  a  former  Conservative  council  leader 
on  Merseyside,  who  has  had  a  running  battle 
with  British  Gas  over  direct  debit  problems  for 
nearly  a  year.  To  applause  from  around  the 
room  he  accused  Mr  Giordano  of  heading  a 
management  that  had  led  the  company  to 
ineptitude. 

Next  came  Simon  Israel,  from  London,  who 
accused  Mr  Giordano,  a  former  New  York 


lawyer,  of  “arrogance  and  bullying  tactics”  Mr 
Giordano  surviwd  both  attempts-  He  must  be 
looking  forward  to  the  chairmanship  of  °G  — 
the  rump  of  British  Gas  minus  its  domestic 

customers.  .  .  .  u 

British  Gas  will  be  hoping  that  in  its 
incarnation  as  Centrica,  the  retail  division  can 
begin  to  put  its  problems  behind  it  and  work  at 
establishing  a  company  that  is  not  a  laughing 
stock  for  service.  But  some  shareholders  believe 
those  problems  should  have  been  addressed 
before  British  Gas  derided  to  split  its  interests. 


BCC  joins 

‘neutrals’ 
in  run-up 
to  election 

By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


TONY  WHITE 


BRITAIN  faces  the  most  cru¬ 
cial  election  for  business  in 
decades,  leaders  of  chambers 
of  commerce  said  yesterday  as 
they  set  out  a  business  agenda 
for  an  incoming  government. 

The  British  Chambers  of 
Commerce  (BCC)  also  became 
the  latest  business  organis¬ 
ation  not  to  endorse  the  Con¬ 
servatives.  preferring  instead 
to  adopt  a  strictly  politically 
neutral  stance  in  the  run-up  to 
the  election  campaign. 

The  BCC’s  declaration  of 
political  neutrality  is  in  line 
with  similar  statements  from 
the  Confederation  of  British 
Industry  and  even  the  free- 
market  Institute  of  Directors. 

BCC  leaders  acknowledged 
that  the  majority  of  small 
firms  which  affiliated  to  local 
chambers  of  commerce  would 
probably  tend  id  be  Conserva¬ 
tive  supporters,  although  they 

Siebe  offers 
£46m  for 
Whessoe 

SIEBE.  the  engineering 
company,  has  revealed  a 
£46  million  agreed  bid  for 
Whessoe,  the  manufactur¬ 
ing  group  based  in  north¬ 
east  England.  The  surprise 
bid  values  Whessoe  at  I55p 
a  share,  against  a  dosing 
price  of  90p  on  Tuesday. 

A  share  alternative  to 
the  cash  hid  will  offer  31 
new  Siebe  shares  for  each 
200  Whessoe. 

Whessoe’s  fortunes  have 
been  rising  since  a  subsid¬ 
iary.  Coggins  Systems, 
won  an  order  from  the  US 
defence  department 
Whessoe  shares  closed 
bSbip  up,  at  155 ‘2 p.  Siebe 
shares  fell  25p,  to  964‘zp. 
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also  said  it  was  likely  that 
some  managers  and  owners  of 
the  100.000  member  com¬ 
panies  would  support  Labour 
and  the  Liberal  Democrats. 

Ministers  regard  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  political  neutrality  by 
Britain's  principal  business 
bodies  as  giving  support  to 
Labour,  which  they  feel  sure 
individual  companies  do  not 
feel.  But  BCC  leaders  denied 
that  in  not  endorsing  die 
programme  of  any  one  polit¬ 
ical  party  they  were  under¬ 
mining  what  the  Conserva¬ 
tives  have  seen  previously  as  a 
natural  area  of  support. 

Ian  Peters.  BCC  deputy  direc¬ 
tor-general.  said:  “We  are  not 
interested  in  arguing  the  case 
for  any  one  party.*  We  want 
every  political  party  to  respond 
to  the  business  agenda.” 

Dr  Peters  described  the 
coming  poll  as  “one  of  the 
most  crucial  elections  for  busi¬ 
ness  in  decades”  and  added; 
“Whatever  the  result  of  the 
election,  politicians  must  lis¬ 
ten  to  business  if  the  health  of 
the  British  economy  is  to  be 
sustained  and  progressed.” 

Business  leaders  and  politi¬ 
cians  will  examine  the  pros¬ 
pects  for  business  under  a 
Labour  government  at  a  con¬ 
ference  held  by  the  Adam 
Smith  Institute.  But  before 
today’s  conference  the  BCC 
published  12  detailed  policy 
briefs,  covering  key  issues  for 
business  in  the  coming  elec¬ 
tion,  and  urged  the  political 
parties  to  tailor  their  pro- 

grammes  to  meet  the  needs  of 
usiness. 

They  included  calls  for  mac¬ 
roeconomic  stability',  invest¬ 
ment  in  training  and 
education,  a  “positive"  role  in 
Europe,  retention  of  the  social 
chapter  opt-out  and  rejection 
erf  a  minimum  wage,  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  UK’s  business 
support  network  and  further 
progress  on  deregulation,  es¬ 
pecially  on  tax. 


Earnings 
growth  at 
highest  for 
four  years 

By  Philip  Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

GROWTH  in  average  earnings 
is  running  at  its  highest  level 
for  four  years,  government 
figures  showed  yesterday. 

The  rise,  coupled  with  con¬ 
tinuing  big  drops  in  thejobless 
figures,  has  increased  tears  of 
a  rise  in  interest  rates  and 
prompted  speculation  about 
how  tor  unemployment  could 
continue  to  fall  without  stok¬ 
ing  up  inflation. 

Although  technically  under¬ 
lying  average  earnings  growth 
remained  unchanged  in  the 
year  to  December  at  425  per 
cent,  according  to  figures  from 
the  Office  for  National  Statis¬ 
tics,  the  level  was  masked  by 
an  upward  revision  to  the 
figure  for  November. 

The  overall  earnings  growth 
figure  is  now  at  its  highest 
‘since  February  1993. 

Underlying  growth  of  earn¬ 
ings  in  manufacturing  indus¬ 
try  rose  for  the  first  rime  in  five 
months  —  also  by  a  quarter 
paint  to  4.75  per  cent,  its 
highest  level  since  May  1995. 

Earnings  in  the  production 
sector  saw  their  second  con¬ 
secutive  monthly  rise  —  now 
up  a  foil  half-point  in  two 
I  months,  also  to  4.75  per  cent, 
which  is  their  highest  level 
since  July  1995. 

But  productivity  is  also  ris¬ 
ing  fast  with  output  per  head 
in  manufacturing  13  per  cent 
higher  in  the  three  months 
ending  December  compared 
with  a  similar  period  a  year 
earlier.  This  is  toe  largest  rise 
since  August  1994.  and  pro¬ 
ductivity  is  now  ar  its  highest 
level  since  August  1995. 

City  analysts  saw  the  rise  in 
average  earnings  as  an  in¬ 
crease  in  inflationary 
pressures. 


Ronson  ties  up  £200m  Heron  deal 


GERALD  RONSON.  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Heron  property 
group,  confirmed  that  he  is  on 
the  comeback  trail  yesterday 
with  a  £200  million  deal  to 
develop  a  500  acre  site  in 
South  Wales  (Sarah  Cunning¬ 
ham  writes!. 

It  is  the  second  big  deal  in 
recent  weeks  for  Mr  Ronson. 
who  was  jailed  for  six  months 


in  1990  for  his  part  in  the 
Guinness  affair.  In  December 
Mr  Ronson  announced  a  £100 
million  property  investment 
and  development  programme 
in  Spain  and  the  United 
Kingdom. 

According  to  a  Heron 
spokesman,  the  two  deals  are 
“the  rip  of  the  iceberg"  and 
other  large  projects  in  the  UK 

DeLorean 

victoiyfor 

Andersen 

ARTHUR  ANDERSEN,  the 
accountant  firm,  claimed 
another  victory  in  toe  12-year- 
old  DeLorear,  case  after  a 
federal  judge  in  the  Southern 
Di-tricr  Court  of  New  York 
ruled  that  toe  British  Govern¬ 
ment  would  have  to  refile  its 
claim*  in  state  court  if  it 
wanted  to  pursue  the  matter 
(Eric  Reaulv  writes). 

The  Department  of  Econom¬ 
ic  De'.e'.cpm.ent  issued  a  writ 
against  the  accountancy  firm  in 
1955.  It  alleged  conspiracy, 
fraud,  negligence  and  incom¬ 
petence  in  auditing  DeLorean 
Motors,  the  Belfasr  sports  car 
manufacturer  that  collapsed  in 
iaS2.  wiping  out  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  £75  million  investment. 

Arthur  Andersen  has  always 
maintained  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment**  political  goals  took  pri¬ 
ority  over  the  factory* 
commercial  risks. 


and  continental  Europe  are  on 
their  way.  On  the  continent, 
the  company  is  understood  to 
be  most  keen  on  projects  in 
France  and  Spain.  Heron  also 
has  ambitions  in  the  UK  and 
was  one  of  the  groups  interest¬ 
ed  in  buying  Canary  Wharf  in 
London. 

in  South  Wales,  Heron 
Land  Developments,  a  subsid¬ 


iary  of  Heron  International, 
plans  to  develop  2.000  new 
homes  and  25  million  sq  ft  of 
industrial  and  commercial 
space  on  tire  site,  which  is  near 
Chepstow. 

The  company  believes  toe 
project  could  create  up  to  2500 
jobs  over  the  next  seven  years. 
The  scheme  indudes  plans  for 
a  bypass  for  Chepstow. 


Hearing  against 
mother  delayed 


By  Caroline  Merrell 


COUTTS.  banker  to  toe 
Queen,  yesterday  delayed 
bankruptcy  proceedings 
against  Rebecca  Mills,  a  41- 
year-old  mother  of  three,  after 
intervention  by  The  Times. 

The  bank,  which  is  reputed 
to  have  waived  bank  charges 
worth  £500.000  on  the  Duch¬ 
ess  of  York'S  £4.3  million 
overdraft,  had  issued  bank¬ 
ruptcy  proceedings  against 
Mrs  Mills  because  of  the 
actions  of  her  husband,  Sebas¬ 
tian,  from  whom  she  is  now 
separated.  Mrs  Mills  has  nev¬ 
er  been  a  customer  of  Courts. 

Seven  years  ago  she  signed 
over  the  house  in  which  she 
now  lives  and  another  proper¬ 
ty  to  her  husband  as  security 
for  his  business. 

The  company  later  col¬ 
lapsed  with  debts  of  E172.000. 


Mr  Mills  is  no  longer  in 
Britain.  One  of  the  properties 
has  been  repossessed  by  the 
Britannia  Building  Society. 

The  bankruptcy  proceed¬ 
ings  could  have  led  to  Mrs 
Mills  losing  the  property  in 
which  she  fives.  That  is  esti¬ 
mated  to  be  worth  E70.000. 

Mrs  Mills,  who  receives 
income  support,  said:  “There 
is  already  an  outstanding  debt 
to  Barclays  on  this  property  so 
Coutts  would  have  very  little 
to  gain  by  bankrupting  me.” 

After  a  report  earlier  this 
week  in  The  Times.  Coutts  has 
agreed  to  meet  Mrs  Mills  to 
try  to  sort  out  the  problems 
and  has  put  off  toe  bankruptcy 
hearing  that  was  scheduled 
for  today. 

Courts  is  refusing  to  com¬ 
ment  about  Mrs  Mills. 


C&W  nets  £40m  in 
Swedish  disposal 

CABLE  AND  WIRELESS  yesterday  sM I  halfof  tajjtakek1  a 

;  ond  Comm  GSM.  a  mobile  phone  operation, 
£53 iSs  fSta  of £40  million  for  C&W.  The  txmmy 

retajhsa4-6  per  cent  stake,  but  will  probably  sell  itd££*r. 

Steohen  Pettit,  director  of  C&W^s  £u 

said  toe  sate  was  timed  to  take  advantage  of  the  strong  recent 

SonSL  of  NetCom  shares.  C&W  ^.getting  nd  of 
investments  in  telecoms  companies  over  which  it 
control.  It  wants  to  divert  its  financial  and  management 
resources  to  the  creation  of  Cable  and  Wireless  Cbmmumra- 
tfoSTtiK  merger  of  Mercury  Communications  and  toe 
Nvnex,  Bell  CabieMedia  and  Videocron  cable  companies, 
ewe  is  10  be  floated  on  the  Stock  Exchange  in  the  spring. 

Rexam  agrees  US  sale 

REXAM,  the  UK  materials  and  packaging  group,  has  agreed 
to  sell  the  assets  and  operations  of  Otis  Specialty  Papers,  a  US 
subsidiary,  to  Wausau  Paper  Mills  for  about  £36  million.  The 
disposal,  and  that  of  a  smaller  Indonesian  business  ca  tied  ri 
Rexam  Mulox  to  Buflcpak,  form  part  of  a  planned  divestment 
programme,  announced  last  year  and  mtended  to  sned 
businesses  with  a  combined  annual  turnover  of  £303  million. 
Otis  had  turnover  of  £54  million. 

Coffee  price  rises 

COFFEE  prices  reached  a  ISmonth  high  yesterday  but  cocoa 
moved  sharply  lower.  The  International  Coffee  Organisa¬ 
tion's  daily  coffee  market  indicator  price  jumped  to  $12211  a 
pound  from  $1.1950,  toe  highest  level  since  mid-November 
1995.  Coffee  prices  have  now  risen  by  33.4  per  cent  since  the 
start  of  the  year.  The  international  Cocoa.  Organisation’s 
daily  market  indicator  was  $1349.64  a  ton  yesterday,  down 
from  $1364.65  and  the  lowest  level  since  last  March. 

Telecoms  pact  progress 

A  GLOBAL  pact  to  liberalise  toe  $600  billion  telecoms  trade 
is  on  trade  before  Saturdays  deadline,  boosted  by  new  offers 
from  Canada  and  toe  European  Union  to  open  up  markets 
further,  negotiators  said  yesterday.  The  EU  tabled  a  final  and 
more  liberal  proposaland  Canada  offered  to  ease  controls  on 
its  domestic  satellite  market,  while  more  countries  were 
expected  to  revise  offers  listing  how  far  they  are  ready  to  open 
domestic  markets  to  outside  competition. 

Record  Holdings  up 

RECORD  HOLDINGS,  toe  manufacturer  and  distributor  of 
metal  and  woodworking  tools,  increased  pre-tax  profits  to 
£33  million  from  £2.95  million  in  1996.  Earnings  were  6.4p  a 
share  (53p).  The  total  dividend  is  lifted  to3.75p  a  share  (3.6p), 
with  a  final  Z6p.  Hie  shares  rose  6Jap  to  66 'ap.  Trading 
conditions  remained  difficult  and  selling  prices  were  hurt  by 
the  strength  of  sterling.  Against  this,  profits  benefited  from 
further  improvements  in  manufacturing  efficiency. 

Court  victory  for  BA 

BRITISH  AIRWAYS  won  a  decisive  courtroom  victory  against 
John  Gorman,  who  claims  to  have  beenfed  broken  glass  by  the 
airline  during  a  flight  and  to  have  subsequently  been  the  target 
of  corporate  bullying.  Mr  Gorman,  who  was  seeking 
compensation,  had  his  case  thrown  out  of  the  Central  London 
county  court  because  he  had  failed  to  turn  up  for  his  original 
haring  last  November  and  because  of  doubts  over  his  medical 
evidence.  Mr  Gorman  intends  to  appeal  against  toe  ruling. 

ITT  spurns  Hilton  bid 

ITT  has  rejected  Hilton  Hotels'  unsolicited  $63  billion 
takeover  offer  as  inadequate  and  not  in  the  best  interests  of 
shareholders.  It  said  the$S5*a-share  Hilton  offer  did  not  reflect 
the  inherent  value  of  ITT,  which  owns  and  operates  Sheraton 
hotels  arid  Caesars  casinos  in  Nevada  and  New  Jersey.  On 
Tuesday.  Hilton  named  11  candidates  for  HTs  current  board 
seats,  and  14  others  who  could  be  added  if  ITT  attempts  to 
thwart  its  bid  by  boosting  the  number  of  board  members. 

PIA  to  shrink  board 

THE  Personal  Investment  Authority,  watchdog  for  firms  that 
sell  direct  to  the  public,  is  to  cut  its  board  from  21  directors  to  17 
at  its  annual  meeting,  on  July  8.  Of  the  four  leaving.  Sir  John 
Bailor  and  Sir  Leonard  Peach  represent  the  “public  interest'’ 
and  Lawrence  Churchill  and  Allan  Daflem  represent 
“practicners”.  Joe  Palmer,  chairman,  said  that  the  reduction 
would  bring  the  board  down  to  a  more  manageable  size  while 
maintaining  adequate  practitioner  and  public-interest  input. 

Eagle  Star  expands 

EAGLE  STAR  INSURANCE  (Ireland),  a  subsidiary  of  BAT, 
is  acquiring  Irish  National  insurance  from  New  Ireland 
Holdings  for  Ir£30  million.  The  acquisition  will  almost 
douhle  Eagle  Stars  general  insurance  premium  income  in 
the  Republic  and  will  increase  its  market  share  to  more  than 
10  per  cent  The  joint  premium  income  of  Eagle  Star  and  Irish 
National  was  in  excess  of  lr£l40  million  in  1995.  During  that 
year  Irish  National  earned  pre-tax  profits  of  lr £3.2  million. 

Clyde  remains  hopeful 

iu'TRn,  PETODLEUM  claims  it  stfli  has  a  chance  of  defeating 
toe  £494  million  takeover  bid  from  Gulf  Canada  Resources 
despite  the  bidder  buying  more  shares  in  the  market  yesterday 
to  hft  its  soke  1.9  per  rent  to  29.7  per  cent.  Malcolm  Gourlay. 
Clyde  chairman,  said  PDFM,  which  sold  a  14  per  cent  stake  on 
Tuesday,  was  aiw^  expected  to  selL  He  said  Norwich  Union. 

“mx^r??LCaPtei  GrouP*  together  own  about  36 
per  cent  of  Clyti^  have  yet  to  make  up  their  minds. 


rpHIS  stylish  leather  business  case  is 
i  the  perfect  accessory  for  busy  execu¬ 
tives;  And  at  only  £69.  including  free 
delivery  tor.  readers  of  The  Times,  if  is 
mere  than  £30  off  the  mrtp  of  £100. 

The  business  case  is  crafted  from  a. 
superb  top  grain  hide  and  is  available 


in  a  choice  of  black  or.  burgundy.  It  is 
twin  handled  with  four  expanding  com¬ 
partments.  an  internal  rip  section,  a 
detachable  shoulder  strap  and  key  lock 
security'  flap,  axripteie  with  two  keys. 

It  measures  44cm  x  32cm  x  13cm 
t23cra  expanded):  ■ 


Film  division  in  the  black  while  overall  profits  fall 


Polygram  roused  by  Sleepers 


The  Times  Briefcase  Offer 
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By  AiasdaIR  Mvrrxy 

BOX  office  hits  that  included  Train¬ 
spotting.  Fargo  and  Sleepers  helped 
Polygram’s  mm  division  to  move  into 
profit  for  the  first  time  last  year  although 
weak  music  growth  held  back  overall 
profits  at  toe  entertainment  company. 

The  film  division  fumed  in  a  small 
profit  in  toe  second  half,  halving  full-year 
losses  to  35  million  guilders  (£11  million). 
The  company's  best  box  office  performer 
was  Sleepers,  which  grossed  $106  mil¬ 
lion.  while  the  British  film  Trainspotring 
took  $73  million  worldwide.  Fargo  has 
been  nominated  for  seven  Oscars,  includ¬ 
ing  best  film  and  best  director.  New  films 
scheduled  for  release  this  year  indude 
Bean,  with  Rowan  Atkinson,  and  Gin¬ 


gerbread  Man.  directed  by  Robert 
Altman  and  starring  Kenneth  Branagh. 

Polygram  —  which  is  75  per  cent 
owned  by  Philips,  toe  Dutch  group  — 
said  profits  fell  IS  percent  after  tax  and 
extraordinary  items  to  60S  million  guil¬ 
ders.  The  company  took  a  114  million 
guilder  charge  for  a  restructuring  of  its 
music  division  that  included  moving  the 
Motown  record  label  from  Los  Angeles 
to  New  York. 

Alain  Levy,  chief  executive,  blamed 
slower  music  industry  growth  and  lower 
than  expected  sales  from  international 
pop  stars  for  Ihe  decline.  No  Polygram 
artist  sold  more  than  five  million  albums 
last  year,  although  To  the  Faithful  De¬ 
parted  by  The  Cranberries  sold  4.4  mil¬ 
lion  copies  and  Bryan  Adams’s  IS  till  I 


die  sold  3.9  million.  The  music  division 
lifted  sales  by  5  per  cent  overall,  selling  a 
total  of  34  million  albums.  But  profits 
were  hurt  by  a  fell  in  margins  as  a  result 

of  retail  pressures  in  the  US  and  Europe. 

New  albums  are  scheduled  for  release 
flus  year  by  the  Bee  Gees.  Elton  John.  UZ 
Pulp  and  Van  Morrison. 

Mr  Levy  said  the  music  market  in  the 
US  would  remain  difficult  in  the  coming 
year  and  film  operations  would  face 
heavy  costs  from  toe  launch  of  the  new 
US  distribution  operation.  But  he  added 
that  the  company  was  optimistic  that  the 
benefits  of  its  restructuring  would  feed 
through  this  year  and  that  the  company 
would  return  to  tong^enn  growth. 
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□  Confusion  behind  the  official  numbers  □  Hospital  plan  not  all  it  seems  □  An  adman  calls . . . 


»am  agrees  tS 


Me?  price  rises 


Q  THERE  used  to  be  a  terribly 
useful  litfe  book  called  How  to 
Lie  with  Statistics.  This  went 
through  all  the  tricks  whereby 
blade,  could  be  proven  to  be  white 
by  die  selective  mangling  of  the 
relevant  numbers. 

There  must  a  be  few  copies 
lying  around  at  the  Office  for 
National  Statistics.  The  numbers 
on  jobs  and  earnings  are  increas¬ 
ingly  haywire,  yet  they  are 
supposed  to  be  the  dials  mon¬ 
itored  cal  the  bridge  as  they  steer 
the  ship  of  state. 

In  reality,  Kenneth  Clarke  has 
shown  himself  happy  to  ignore 
those  dials  if  they  conflict  with 
his  own  views  on  base  rates,  even 
if  they  point  firmly  to  red.  Bui  let 
us  set  aside  the  traditional  pol¬ 
itical  shoulder-charging  mat 
now  surrounds  the  unemploy¬ 
ment  figures.'  There  were  some 
worrying  aspects  to  yesterday's 
bundle  of  labour  market  data. 

First,  the  number  of  jobless 
This  is  actually  an  admin¬ 
istrative  count  of  the  number  of 
people  who  have  got  through  the 
bureaucracy,  which  is  designed 
to  head  off  a  fixed  percentage  on 
the  way,  and  claimed  benefits. 
That  they  count  the  unemployed 
is  a  mere  by-product. 

The  introduction  of  the  Job¬ 
seeker’S  Allowance  to  replace  the 
old  benefit  will  take  time  to  play 


Lies,  and  damned  lies 


through.  No  erne,  not  even  The 
Bank,  let  alone  die  squirming 
statisticians  in  Whitehall,  can  at 
this  stage  be  sure  of  its  effect 

What  is  dear,  as  the  City 
realises.  Is  that  the  jobless  fig¬ 
ures  are  even  more  hopelessly 
distorted  than  the  jxoiticians 
claim,  and  may  remain  so  for 
months  to  come  — to  the  annoy¬ 
ance  of  ministers,  who  want  to 
proclaim  a  dear  success  on  jobs 
m  time  for  the  election. 

The  distortion  arrives  thus.  Of 
yesterday’s  67,800  people  who 
found  jobs  since  the  last  monthly 
count,  no  one  can  say  how  many 
thousands  had  previously 
worked  and  claimed  benefit  and 
been  forced  out  of  the  blade 
economy  by  the  JSA.  As  a 
measure  of  economic  perfor¬ 
mance,  the  figure  is  meaning¬ 
less.  A  new  government,  of 
whatever  political  hue,  should 
swiftly  introduce  a  monthly  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  currently  quarterly 
Labour  Force  Survey  count  as  an 
alternative  —  and  better  —  way 
of  measuring  jobs. 

The  rise  in  earnings  yesterday 


was  also  worrying,  once  you 
strip  off  the  thin  disguise  in  front 


or  me  figures.  increasingly,  earn¬ 
ings  increases  are  not  charted 
‘month  by  month.  The  earnings 
figures  remain  unchanged,  yet  at 
the  same  time  they  increase. 

How  is  this  done?  By  revising 
the  previous  month’s  figure  up¬ 
wards,  and  then  dainung  that 
the  latest  month  is  in  line  with 
that  revision.  Result:  higher 
earnings  which  never  seem  to 
rise.  Fay  increases  at  their  high¬ 
est  level  now  for  four  years 
should  really  sound  alarm  bells 
for  inflation  and  interest  rates. 
Or  not.  It  aU  depends  how  you 
chose  to  read  the  numbers. 

PFI  works  —  as  a 
form  of  health  fudge 

□  USE  of  file  Private  Finance 
Initiative  in  the  health  sector  wifi 
lead  to  the  privatisation  of  the 
NHS.  So  says  received  wisdom 
from  the  left  Labour  has  made  it 
very  dear  that  it  does  not  feel 
bound  by  commitments  made  by 


PENNINGTON 


the  Tories  to  new  hospiials  built 
with  PFI  money. 

For  a  long  time  that  was  only 
an  empty  threat.  While  builders 
have  long  been  hacking  through 
rural  hills  and  hedges  to  buud 
PFI  motorways,  the  PFI  hos¬ 
pitals  have  only  just  had  their 
umbilical  cords  cut 

Tarmac  won  a  contract  to 
build  a  new  hospital  in  south 
London  this  week.  Others  are 
dose  to  birthing.  Labour  critics 
have  been  so  quia  that  they 
could  be  in  the  intensive  care 
unit  Why  are  they  no  longer 
crying  foul  over  such  spending  of 
what  is  public  money? 

The  answer  must  be  that 


Labour  has  rightly  reinterpreted 
the  PFT  as  a  weapon  against, 
rather  than  a  tool  in,  the  Tory’s 
free  market  aims.  Under  the  PFI, 
private  companies  spend  funds 
on  public  sector  capital  projects. 
The  funds  are  later  reimbursed 
plus  a  healthy  interest  payment 

Rather  than  leading  to  the 
wholesale  introduction  of  private 
companies  into  the  health  ser¬ 
vice,  the  PFI  only  cements  the 
state's  role  in  the  provision  of 
health  care.  Instead  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  reducing  its  financial 
exposure  towards  the  NHS,  the 
PFI  increases  it. 

So  the  scheme  is  an  elaborate 
form  of  long-term  government 
borrowing  via  construction  com¬ 
panies  and  their  banks  —  but  at 
higher  interest  rates.  The  PFI 
also  creates  more  bureaucracy 
and  larger  waiting  lists  because 
the  Government  demands  that 
health  authorities  explore  the  use 
of  PFI  money  before  they  tap 
public  funds. 

The  privatisation  of  the  NHS 
is  the  logical  though  not  the 
necessary  condusion  to  the  To¬ 


ries*  reforms.  Whether  this  will 
or  should  happen  is  highly 
questionable.  But  the  PFI  is  not 
the  answer.  At  best  it  is  a  fudge. 

Millennium 

vision 

□  A  CROSSED  line  yesterday 
allowed  us  to  eavesdrop  on  a  call 
from  London’s  adland  to  the 
Palace  of  Westminster.  Poor 
sound  quality  rendered  only  one 
side  of  the  conversation  audible. 

Michael!  It's  been  too  long.  I 
agree,  the  red  tears  ware  not  one 
of  our  best,  but  there  is  some¬ 
thing  about  an  Ulster  accent  that 
kind  of  wears  you  down,  you 
know?  Anyway,  as  they  say  in 
mygame,  the  client  loved  it. 

Triis  Millennium  is  a  vision 
thing.  If  you  can  look  at  a  few 
acres  of  polluted  land  in  Green¬ 
wich  ana  see  the  future  of  Great 
Britain,  you’ve  got  vision.  Can  I 
just  run  a  few  ideas  past  you? 
First,  Greenwich.  Not  good,  and 
we  have  the  vox  peps  to  prove  it 
This  is  south  of  the  river,  you 


know?  Not  too  far  from  where 
John  was  brought  up,  and  does 
that  sound  like  a  winner  to  you? 
Michael,  afi  you  are  going  to  get 
is  a  few  local  yokels  wandering 
around  with  their  thumbs  in 
their  mouths  and  their  wallets 
closed.  Sorry  to  sound  so  uptight, 
Michael,  but  I  just  got  bade  from 
there,  and  the  traffic  makes  the 
Strand  look  like  Route  66. 

Second,  this  dome.  Great  idea, 
but  a  bit  Sixties,  you  know,  a  bit 
Bucky  Fuller?  And  you  want  to 
fill  it  with  the  Best  of  British? 
Best  of  British  what?  British  coal 
maybe?  Sorry,  Michael.  I  forgot. 
This  is  going  to  define  your 
Government  Or  maybe  the  next 
one.  Sony,  that  was  tactless  too. 
Anyway,  what  is  your  greatest 
achievement?  Deregulation, 
Michael.  Under  the  Tories  you 
can  buy  an  auberpne  at  mid¬ 
night  You  can  buy  pecorino 
cheese  on  a  Sunday  afternoon. 

Michael,  Millenium  Central  is 
a  great  name  for  an  upmarket 
foodstore.  Close  to  the  West  End 
or  Knightsbridge?  Chefs  are  the 
new  rock-and-roll,  right?  Maybe 
Terry  Conran  —  1  know,  but 
people  change  their  minds.  I  love 
you,  Michael.  Trust  me. 

That  other  thing.  We  have 
field-tested  it  and  Michael  How¬ 
ard  is,  marketing-wise,  a  totally 
non-viable  proposition.  Ciao. 
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By  Marianne  Curphey,  insurance  correspondent 
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LLOYDS  ABBEY  LIFE,  the 
bancassurance  subsidiary  of 
Lloyds  TSB,  has  reported  a  30 
per  cent  increase  in  profits  and 
has  set  aside  extra  cash  to 
cover  pensions  mis-seDing 
compensation. 

The  insurer  said  performance 
across  all  its  divisions  had 
improved,  and  pretax  profits 
for  file  lull  year  to  December  31 
were  up  bom  £422  million  to 
£548  million.  Figures  for  the 
previous  year  included  a  £35 
milHonki^fromthedisposalof 
Tram  Leben.  LAI/s  German 
subsidiary. 

The  company  has  bolstered 
compensation  provision  for 
customers  who  might  have 
been  mis-sold  personal  pen¬ 
sions  by  almost  £14  million, 
bringing  die  total  provision  to 
E98L6  imllion. 

Yesterday^  results  will  be 
the  last  separate  declaration  of 
results  after  the  company  be¬ 
came  a  wholly  owned  subsid¬ 
iary  of  Lloyds  TSB  last 
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Maran:  customer  focus 

Cadbury 
wraps  up 
purchase 

By  alasdair  Murray 

CADBURY  SCHWEPPES, 
the  confectionary  and  soft 
drinks  company,  yesterday 
moved  to  grab  a  bigger  piece 
of  the  Middle  Eastern  choco¬ 
late  market  with  the  purchase 
of  Bim  Bim.  the  leading  Egyp- 
Han  confectionary  company.  • 
Cadbury  said  that,  com¬ 
bined  with  Cadbury  Egypt  i*5 
existing  company  in  the  re¬ 
gion.  it  would  ensure  market 
leadership  and  place  the  com¬ 
pany  in  a  strong  position  to 
benefit  from  further  growth. 

The  price  paid  for  the  fam¬ 
ily-owned  company  was  not 
disclosed,  although  Bim  Bim 

is  expected  to  show  Mies  up  7 
per  amt  in  19%  to  £32  mito 

The  company  had  net  tangible 
assets  valued  at  £35  million  at 

the  end  of  1995. 

Bim  Bim  has  a  26  per  cent 
share  of  the  Egyptian  market 
and  exports  throughout  the 
region,  giving  it  a  13  per  cent 
grrs  totd  MMe 
Eastern  and  North  African 
market-  , 

•Cadbury  also  announced 
yesterday  that  it  intends  to 
redeem  all  its  aries  three  to 
six  preference  shares  at  the 
arginal  issue  price  erf 
<500,000. .  The  total  cost  ot 
redemption  will  be  about 
£107  million  and  will  be  met 
from  existing  resources. 


A  •* 


December.  LAL  said  it  expected 
to  make  £50  million  cast  savings 
over  three  years  and  reiterated 
its  interest  in  a  mutual  fife 
insurer  with  distribution 
through  independent  financial 
advisers.  It  refused  to  say 
whether  it  intended  to  bid  for 
Scottish  Amicable. 

Pretax  profits  from  life 
assurance  in  Abbey  Life  .As¬ 
surance  and  Black  Horse  Fi¬ 
nancial  Services  rose  23  per 
cent  to  £327  million  (£266 
million),  while  sales  of  fife, 
peAstbris  arid  unit  trusts  were 
up  16  percent  * 

Lloyds  Bank  Insurance  Ser¬ 
vices  profits  were  up  44  per 
ant  on  increased  loan  vol¬ 
umes  and  share  of  underwrit¬ 
ers'  profits,  while  Black  Horse 
Agencies,  the  estate  agent, 
returned  to  profitability  with 
pre-tax  profits  of  £4  million. 
Although  house  exchanges 
were  up  19  per  cent  on  1995, 
they  are  still  44  per  cent  below 
the  1988  peak. 

New  unit  trust  business, 
which  indudes  the  sale  of 
personal  equity  plans,  was  up 
56  per  cent  to  £505  million 
(£323  rmflion),  with  regular 
and  single  premium  sales 
showing  smaller  rises. 

Stephen  Maran,  LAL  chief 
executive,  said  the  rise  in 
profits  reflected  a  continuing 
focus  on  customer  needs  and 
increased  operational  efficien¬ 
cies.  Shares  in  Lloyds  TSB 
rose  6b  p  to  498’ap.  Analysts 
were  upbeat  about  the  figures, 
saying  prospects  for  this  year 
arid  neatf  looked  attractive,  . 
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Ushers  float 
expected  to 
raise  £40m 

By  Aiasdair  Murray 

USHERS  of  Trowbridge,  the 
regional  brewer,  is  expected  to. 
raise  about  £40  million  next 
month  in  a  Boat  predicted  to 
value  it  at  up  to  £130  nnllioo. 

The  company,  which  has 
542  pubs,  will  use  the  money 
to  reduce  debt  of  £65  million 
and  to  invest  in  the  business. 

In  a  pathfinder  prospectus  - 
out  yesterday.  Ushers  said  it 
would  invest  £6.7  million  in 

its  retail  estate,  and  expected  a 

rate  of  return  to  exceed  the 

enrrent  target  of  20  per  cent 

Ushers  said  that  it  can 
double  capacity  for  contract 
brewing  at  its  Trowbridge 
site;  foran  estimated  cost  of  £9 
million.  The  company  brews 

beers  such  as  Miller  Genuine 
Draft,  as  well  as  its  own  ales. 

Ushers  said  that  trading  in 
tbe  first  three  months  of  this 


year,  with  a  significant  rise  in 


Venture  capitalist  backers 
wiD  own  49  per  cent  of  Ushers 
after  flotation,  and  directors 
and  staff  10  per  cent  A  final 
prospectus,  with  pricing,  wfil 
be  issued  in  early  March. 

Tom  Vyner.  deputy  chair¬ 
man  of  J  Sainsbuiy,  is  tobe  a 
non-executive  director  of  Ush¬ 
ers.  He  is  soon  to  leave  the 

store  chain,  with  which  he  has 

spent  most  of  his  career. 


. /  ..  . 


These  days  you  can’t  eat,  drive  or  fly  without 
being  asked  to  take  part  in  a  loyalty  scheme. 

Supermarkets...  petrol  companies...  air¬ 
lines...  all  invest  vast  amounts  of  money  in 
complicated  systems  of  points  and  perks. 

The  fact  is,  however,  you  don’t  necessarily 
have  to  give  customers  a  plastic  card  to  make 
them  feel  good  about  your  company.  They 
also  appreciate  cards  of  a  very  different 
kind  —  those  even  the  smallest  business  can 
afford  to  give. 

-Research  shows  that  60%  of  people  prefer 
to  do  business  with  a  company  that  keeps  in 
touch  with  them,  and  90%  prefer  this  to  he 
done  by  post? 

•Henley  Centre -for  Forecasring- 


Sending  your  customers  a  simple  Thank 
You  card  or  Invitation,  can  keep  them 
coming  back  to  you  time  and  time  again. 

So,  to  help  you  set  up  and  run  an  effective 
programme  of  communications,  we’ve  com¬ 
missioned  experts  from  the  Institute  of 
Customer  Care  to  compile  a  free  information 
pack  entitled  Staying  in  Touch. 

If  you’d  like  a  free  copy,  simply  call  us  on 
0545  446633.  Alternatively,  return  the  coupon 
to  Royal  Mail,  FREEPOST  HR109,  ROSS- 
ON-WYE,  Herefordshire  HR9  7ZX;  or  fax 
it  to  us  on  01989  566670. 

Rather  like  your  customers  -  we  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Unr 

cy.jtef 


Mr /Mrs/Mis  s/Ms . 

Surname - 

Company - 

Address - 


Postcode - 

Pfcaae  return  dhu  coupon  tw 
Royal  Mail,  FREEPOST  HR109. 
ROSS-ON-WYE,  Herefonfahire 
HR9  72X.  No  stamp  k  required. 

If  you  would  prefer  not  to  receive 
funher  derails  about  Royal  Mail 

jen»iee».  pleas*  rick  this  ba*_  O 

LOYQ023 


.  Initials 


-Tel  No.. 
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Investors  worry  as  the 
pound’s  rise  continues 


M/UORMDfCES 
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CITY  investors  piled  out  of  the 
big  overseas  earners  worried 
by  sterling’s  relentless  rise 
against  it  main  rivals  and  the 
impact  it  has  on  their  profits. 

Earlier  this  week,  it  soared 
to  its  highest  level  since  with¬ 
drawing  from  the  exchange- 
rare  mechanism  in  October 
1992  and  that  was  the  cue  for 
investors  to  start  switching  out 
those  companies  exposed  to 
currency  fluctuations. 

As  a  result,  falls  were  seen 
in  GKN.  I5p  at  966>zp.  TAN 
7p  at  l-W’ap,  British  Aero¬ 
space  35 'a p  at  £((.90.  Rolls- 
Royce  12*2  p  at  220p.  CEC  9p 
to  383*2 p.  BAT  Industries 
lO^p  to  525p.  FKI  U*ip  to 
ISOp.  BBA  Group  J7p  to  32Sp. 
Clynwed  International  Up  to 
303p,  Bowthorpe  13p  to 
395*2  p.  Delta  10*2  p  to  342p, 
and  Morgan  Crucible  II *2 p  to 
■462*2  p. 

There  was  switching  into 
the  drinks  sector  on  defensive 
grounds.  Whitbread  was  I6p 
better  at  816*2  p  after  impress¬ 
ing  brokers  with  encouraging 
comments  about  current  trad¬ 
ing.  Other  to  rise  included 
Scottish  &  Newcastle.  9*zp  at 
691  p.  Vaux  Group.  4p  at  2S0p, 
Century  Inns.  7*ap  at  I91p. 
Guinness,  4p  at  439*2 p.  and 
Matthew  Clark,  3p  at  2S9p.  A 
revival  in  the  drinks  sector 
could  not  come  at  a  better  time 
for  Ushers  of  Trowbridge,  the 
regional  brewer  of  which  Rog¬ 
er  North  is  chief  executive, 
which  yesterday  published  its 
pathfinder  prospectus. 

The  rest  of  the  equity  mar¬ 
ket  gave  up  an  early  20-point 
lead  undermined  by  the 
pound's  performance  and  the 
Bank  of  England's  Inflation 
Report.  At  one  stage,  rhe  FT- 
SE 100  index  was  down  almost 
II  paints  before  rallying  to 
dose  all-square  at  4.304.3  on 
the  back  of  an  early  mark-up 
on  Wall  Street 

Late  news  of  a  bid  approach 
left  Whessoe  sporting  a  rise  of 
65*2  p  at  155*2  p.  Siebe  is  mak¬ 
ing  a  recommended  cash  offer 
of  I55p  a  share,  putting  a  price 
tag  of  £42  million  on  the 
former  heavy  engineering 
group.  Siebe  fell  25p  to  964*2p. 

Boots  finished  9b  p  lower  at 
oS9p  as  one  broker  began 
urging  clients  to  take  profits 
after  the  shares  rose  to  a  five- 
year  high  earlier  this  week. 

Cable  and  Wireless  stood 
our  with  a  rise  of  12b  p  at 
508*2  p  as  Merrill  Lynch,  the 
broker,  raised  its  pre-tax  prof¬ 
its  forecast  for  1997  from  El^7 
billion  to  £1.3  billion.  It  has 
also  has  set  a  target  price  for 
the  shares  of  600p.  Nat  West 


Roger  North,  left,  and  Martin  Coles,  finance  chief,  of  Ushers 
of  Trowbridge,  which  has  published  its  pathfinder  prospectus 


Securities  has  told  dients  to 
“add”  to  their  holdings  in  BT, 
up  3p  ar  441  bp,  and  Orange, 
4p  better  at  214* 2  p.  Vodafone, 
down  6p  at  279*tp.  is  rated  a 
’’hold”.  Merrill  Lynch  is  also 
keen  on  Storehouse,  4*zp 
better  at  302*2 p. 

On  the  grey  market  it  was 
day  of  mixed  fortunes  for  the 
two  arms  of  British  Gas. 
Shareholders  in  the  company 


was  a  mixed  reaction  by  the 
water  utilities  to  the  report 
from  Ofwat  the  industry  reg¬ 
ulator.  insisting  they  begin 
passing  cost  savings  to  cus¬ 
tomers  by  the  year  2000. 
Anglian  Water  rose  8p  to 
629*2 p.  and  there  were  gains 
for  Hyder,  2*2p  to  832*2 p,  and 
Thames  Water.  9p  to  629p. 
but  losses  were  seen  in  Severn 
Trent,  ftp  to  7I5p,  and  Wessex. 


TC  Group,  subject  of  a  merger  last  year  between  Takare  and 
Court  Cavendish,  has  begun  to  rally,  with  a  rise  of  2p  to  UOp. 
The  shares  tumbled  from  140p  after  last  month's  profits 
warning  and  complaints  about  occupancy  levels  at  its  nursing 
homes.  Speculators  claim  the  group  is  now  vulnerable  to  a  bid. 


yesterday  gave  the  go-ahead 
for  the  proposed  demerger. 
The  EGM  voted  for  the  busi¬ 
ness  to  be  split  in  two  with 
shares  in  Centrica,  the  sales 
and  retailing  arm.  and  BG. 
the  transportation  and  storage 
arm.  trading  officially  on 
Monday.  Centrica  finished  5p 
better  at  75b  p.  while  BG  was 
4p  lighter  at  163*zp.  British 
Gas  was  steady  at  239p.  There 


BOOTS:  TIME  TO 
TAKE  PROFITS 


5p  to  365p.  Eurothcnn  slipped 
2p  to  471*2  p.  Earlier  this  week, 
it  gave  a  warning  to  share¬ 
holders  about  the  effects  a 
strong  pound  was  having  on 
trading.  A  number  of  com¬ 
panies  have  already  made 
known  their  disquiet  about  a 
strong  currency.  This  is  the 
first  rime  Eurmherm  has  been 
moved  to  issue  such  a  warn¬ 
ing.  A  profits  warning  also  left 
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an  AIM-listed  newcomer, 
luteroute  Tdecommunica- 
tions,  24  *2  p  down  at  98*2  p. 
The  group  says  that  profits  for 
the  foil-year  will  fail  to  live  up 
to  expectations  after  equip¬ 
ment  installed  in  Switzerland 
and  France  had  to  be  replaced. 

The  group  came  to  market 
in  October  at  150p  with  a  price 
tag  of  £50  million,  but  came  off 
after  hitting  a  peak  of  175*2  Pl 

A  repon  from  Coopers  & 
Lybrand.  the  accountant, 
claiming  that  football  clubs 
were  overvalued  by  up  to  El 
billion  continued  to  cast  a 
shadow  over  the  sector.  Worst 
hit  yesterday  was  Manchester 
United,  with  its  price  losing 
174  p  at  675p.  idler  briefly 
touching  672*2  p. 

BTG  stood  out  with  a  rise  of 
45p  to  516*2  p  after  being  given 
approval  by  the  Food' and 
Drug  Administration  to  mar¬ 
ket  Bene  fix,  its  treatment  for 
haemophilia  in  the  US. 

A  bullish  update  on  current 
trading  lifted  Hay  &  Robert¬ 
son  3*ap  to  175b  p.  David 
Bailey,  chairman,  told 
sharethe  annual  meeting  that 
sales  in  the  first  19  weeks  of  the 
current  year  were  ahead  of 
expectations. 

The  group  has  recently 
launched  ranges  of  dorhes 
produced  under  deals  with 
Dunlop,  Terry  Venables,  the 
former  England  manager, 
and  Ruud  Guilin,  the  Chelsea 
manager. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  The 
London  bond  market  finished 
on  a  high  note  after  a  cautious 
start,  with  investors  concerned 
by  the  latest  drop  in  unem¬ 
ployment.  Sentiment  was  also 
unsettled  by  the  rise  in  aver¬ 
age  earnings  and  the  revised 
figure  for  November. 

So  the  apparent  back  down 
over  interest  rate  rises  by  die 
Bank  of  England  in  its  latest 
Inflation  Report  was  positive¬ 
ly  received.  This,  combined 
with  a  rally  by  other  European 
bond  markets,  enabled  prices 
to  end  the  session  with  useful 
gains. 

In  the  futures  pit.  the  March 
series  of  the  Long  Gilt  rose 
£3i6  to  £113*2  as  the  number  of 
contracts  completed  readied 
39.000. 

In  longs. Treasury 8  percent 
was  £*4  better  at  £107*2,  while 
in  shorts  Treasuiy  8  per  cent 
2000  was  a  tick  firmer  at 
£104*32. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Wall  Street 
stocks  extended  their  tech- 
driven  rally  at  midday.  The 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
ran  up  4S.49  points  to  mt 
6.906.60. 
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Pounding  for  exporters 

NOT  ONLY  mortgage  payers  shudder  at  talk  S|ys  with  long-term 

of  higher  inters  rates.  The  stock  market  was  i^SS^pathisewththe 

lookSg  sorry  for  itself  after  the  Bank  of  earlier  ftis 

England’s  inflanon  report  hit  the  screens  p\&  by  .  . 

because  shares  in  our  leading  exporters  far  Bntomjou^  matter  to  a  trading 

plunged.  It  did  not  take  share  traders  long  to  -^TSTlmlever  which  operates  in  most 

work  out  that  if  interest  rates  nse  the  pound  giant  ^ey  ’ d  has  to  preseni  its 
wfll  be  supported  at  its  present  niter  high  ■  fourth  and  English 

levels  or  will  rise  further,  making  life  even  final  ld  ug  simpier  and  more 

more  difficult  for  our  export  earners.  Ithasto  orogj-  HtSseif  the  whole  of 

be  remembered  that  40  per  cent  of  corporate  predictable  a  _ for  in  one 


levels  or  will  rise  further,  making  life  even 
more  difficult  for  our  export  earners.  It  has  to 
be  remembered  that  40  per  cent  of  corporate 
profits  currently  come  from  overseas. 

So  far  chemicals,  textiles  and  metals  have 
been  die  worst-hit  sectors,  if  only  because 
food,  drink  and  tobacco  companies  enjoy 
strong  domestic  demand.  Profit  forecasts  far 
new  year’s  trading  at  British  SteeL  for 
instance,  have  halved,  purely  because  of  the 
pound’s  impact  Given  the  damage  that 


ESrSSfte br  in  one 
currency.  But  even  if  Britain  signed  up  for  the 
euro,  life  would  still  not  be  ideal.  Companies 
like  Unilever  and  British  Steel  would  still 
need  to  buy  raw  materials  m  dollars 
Commodity  markets  told  a  tale  yesttajay  of 
problems  caused  by  the  rising  dollar,  blamed 
for  a  drop  in  gold  and  a  surge  in  colfee. 


AIM 

FOR  an  exchange  that  seems 
to  have  the  reputation  as  a 
piaygroud  of  corporate 
crooks,  blue  sky  wannabes 
and  spiwy  stocks  in  general, 
the  Alternative  Investment 
Market  is  producing  growth. 

Speculative  stocks,  AIM'S 
speciality,  are  having  some¬ 
thing  of  a  bull  run  in  the 
junior  exchange  and  inves¬ 
tors  who  dimissed  the  ex¬ 
change  as  a  swindlers' 
paradise  can  only  watch. 

The  growth  in  the  index  is 
being  led  by  Chelsea  Village, 
Romeo  Energy  and  Troca- 
deto,  the  exchange's  weighti¬ 
est  stocks.  The  stream  of 
capital  which  has  been  flood¬ 
ing  into  AIM  over  the  past 
two  months  is  also  bring 
targeted  at  small  companies 
in  general 

.  Only  a  handful  of  AIM’s 
constituents  have  any  seri¬ 
ous  exposure  to  overseas 


Polygram 

THE  history  of  the  British 
film  industry  would  hardly 
make  the  kind  of  *,feet-good” 
movie  beloved  of  Hollywood 
moguls.  For  all  the  native 
talent,  the  financial  expertise 
to  compete  with  the  American 
giants  has  rarely  been  forth¬ 
coming,  and  the  industry  has 
been  reduced  to  scrabbling 
around  for  backers. 

Film  is  a  difficult  business 
to  get  right,  and  the  industry 
is  littered  with  examples  of 
companies  that  have  gone, 
belly-up  after  the  box-office 
flop  of  an  expensive  turkey. 
Success  requires  a  degree  of 
luck,  as  well  as  deep  pockets 
able  to  handle  the  ever- 
spiralling  costs. 

Polygram.  British  based 
but  Dutch  controlled,  is  de¬ 
termined  to  try  to  tack  a 
happy  ending  on  to  the  script 
It  has  sidesiqjped  the  tradi¬ 
tional  pitfalls  of  British  film¬ 
makers  —  critically  lauded 
but  commercially  disastrous 
—  by  also  investing  In  Euro¬ 
pean  and  American  ventures. 
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sales,  and  are  thus  insulated 
from  damage  caused  by  the 
stength  of  sterling. 

But  for  every  AIM 
wonderstock,  there  is  still  a 
problem  stock  going  no¬ 
where.  This  still  scares  the 
institutions  that  judge  AIM 
stories  by  standards  applied 
to  the  main  list 

With  256  companies  and  a 
capitalisation  approaching 


£6  billion,  AIM  cannot  be 
written  off  as  a  showpiece  of 
financial  lunacy.  True,  it  is  a 
risky  market,  but  at  present 
it  is  delivering  growth  un¬ 
matched  by  any  other  sector. 

Its  biggest  defect  is  still 
Illiquidity.  Until  institutions 
start  to  play  ball,  the  jagged 
edges  which  ploi  the  share 
price  of  AIM  companies  will 
not  be  smoothed 
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The  company  now  faces  a 
crucial  test  as  it  starts-up  in 
its  own  large-scale  US  distri¬ 
bution  company  and  gears 
up  to  make  the  block-busters 
that  like  Independence  Day, 
gross  serious  box-office 
monq*.  The  risks  are  inevita¬ 
bly  increasing,  but  if  Poly¬ 
gram  continues  to  display 
skill  at  spreading  its  portfolio 
and  picking  the  winners,  it 
should  be  able  to  join  Holly¬ 
wood’s  finest  at  the  Grau- 
mann's  Chinese  Theatre. 

Lloyds  Abbey 

ALTHOUGH  personal  eq¬ 
uity  plans  and  unit  trusts 
may  be  selling  well  and  bol¬ 
stering  profits,  news  that 
Lloyds  Abbey  Life  ,  has  set 
aside  a  further  £14  million 
provision  for  pensions  mis- 
selling  indicates  that  the  life 
industry  has  still  to  shed  the 
legacy  of  the  1980s. 

Nevertheless,  after  several 
years  of  recession,  sales  of 
saving  products  are  bounc¬ 
ing  back,  particularly  those 
which  do  not  require  2Syear 


contracts  and  can  be  bought 
and  sold  at  will. 

LA L’s  30  per  cent  rise  in 
profits  yesterday  was  due  to 
several  factors:  increased 
unit  trust  sales,  a  buoyant 
housing  market,  ffie  lack  of  a 
£35  million  write-off  for  the 
disposal  of  Trans  Leben,  and 
the  fruits  of  cost-cutting  at 
Black'  Horse.  Lloyds 
Bowmakers,  and  Lloyds 
Bank  Insurance  Services. 

Integration  with  Lloyds 
TSB  is  likely  to  yield  further 
cost  savings,  but.  with  so 
many  brands  within  die  LAL 
subsidiary,  the  bank  needs  to 
make  sometough  decisions. 

.  It  would  like  an  IFA  com¬ 
pany.  but  is  dearly  concerned 
that  the  bidding  frenzy  for 
Scottish  Amicable  will  push 
up  prices.  At  least  one  brand 
needs  to  go  from  its  rambling 
portfolio.  Most  obvious  is  Ab¬ 
bey  Life,  which  LAL  says  will 
remain  at  present  Market 
fashion  favours  IFA  opera¬ 
tions.  rather  than  direct  sales 
operations,  and  LAL  may 
struggle  to  find  a  buyer  to 
take  Abbey  Life  off  its  hands. 
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Loves  Labour, 
position 


lost  pi 


ANIL  BMOYRUU  editor 
of  Sunday  Business,  is 


ihe  weekly  publication  for 
unfair  dismissal.  After 
three  months  in  the  hot 
sett  be  claims  that  be  was 
fired  because  of  political 
differences. 

BboyruL  who  co-fbund- 
ed  the  newspaper  along¬ 
side  Tom  Rubytbon  al¬ 
most  three  years  ago,  has 
written  many  a  leader 
attacking  the  Referendum 
Party.  Luke  Johnson,  the 
paper's  recently  appointed 
chairman,  is  a  Referen¬ 
dum  candidate.  “Writing  a 
leader  in  praise  of  the 
Labour  Party  can’t  have 
helped  ray  career"  says 
Bhoyrul,  who  tells  me  he’s 
joining  the  queue  at  the 
jobcentre:  David  Devoto, 
chief  executive,  refused  to 
comment 


Out  of  spotlight 


LIFE  at  die  head  of  an 
international  audio-visual 
equipment  hire  company 
ought  to  be  glamorous. 
Travelling  across  the 
globe,  supplying  film 
equipment  for  the  Olym¬ 
pics,  higfr-calibre  confer¬ 
ences,  and  movies  such  as 
Evita  certainly  sounds 
glamorous. '  Even  this 
week.  Bob  Ellis,  chief 
exceaifive  of  Visual  Action 
Holdings,  was  spotted  at 
the  Variety  Club  Show- 
business  Awards,  '  for 
which  he  generously  pro¬ 
vided  the  services  of  his 
company  completely  free. 
At  last  year's  Oscars,  how¬ 
ever.  Ellis  avoided  die 
Hollywood  spotlight.  He 
nervously  watched  die 
events  from  die  comfort  of 
his  borne  instead.  “I  stayed 
up  all  night,  but  mywife  - 
insisted  on  going  to  bed.* 
he  says. 


Taxing  belief 


MALCOLM  BRUCE  is 
preparing  to  cross 
swords  with  the  Inland 
Revenue.  The  Treasury 
spokesman  for  .  the 
Liberal  Democrats  is  tak¬ 
ing  ap  the  case  of  a 
woman  being  charged 
69p  for  three  days’  inter¬ 
est  after  she  paid  the 
Inland  Revenue  through 
her  bank.  Brace  says: 
“Only  this  Government  is 
capable  of  spending 
£3250  to  save  a  few 
pence.  A  little  human 
common  sense  could 
save  a  great  deal  of 
money  and  dme.  I  intend 
to  raise  this  matter  with 
Treasury  ministers  at  the 
earliest  opportunity.” 


A  DOUBLE  blunder  by 
the  Inland  Revenue.  This 
week  it  was  forced  to  fax  a 
correction  after  citing  the 
wrong  address  Jbr  its  new 
inquiry  room  at  South 
West  Wing,  Bush  House. 
Too  bad  then  that  the 
Revenue's  second  fax, 
spelling  out  the  correct 
address,  was  written  on 
notepaper  headed  Worth 
West  Wing  Bush  House. 


Polished  off 


HOW  not  to  look  after  a 
top  UK-rated  oH  analyst 
On  a  trip  to  visit  Anadarko 
in  Houston 

Warburg’s  wunderktnd 
Rob  Amott  was  shown  to 
his  hotel  room-Try^  hc 
might  he  couldn’t  find  a 
bed  The  response  from 
reeeption?  “Is  that  a  prob¬ 
lem,  sirt*  Worse  sfSL  there 

were  no  iuJemationriteic; 

pton«  or hm  water.  When 

Amort  pot  to  a  call  to  have 
to  shoes  cleaned  as  you 
do,  *e  reply  h^y  **■ 
prised  him:  “The  shoe 
Saner  died  last  week, 

■  *i 


sir. 


Morag  Preston 


George  Simpson  took  over  as  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  the  General  Electric 
Company  from  Lead  Wdnstock.  its 
modem  creator,  five  months  ago.  Since  then 
GEC  has  sold  three  companies  for  more 
than  £100  million.  More  are  expected  to 
follow,  doubtless  demonstrating  that  Mr 
Simpson  is  just  as  tough-minded,  profit- 
conscious  and  unsentimental  as  foe  legend- 
ary  figure  who  sal  in  his  seat  so  Jong.  Allied 
to  GECs  £2  billion  of  cash  resources,  they 
arald  be  the  prdi^e  to  vast  strategic  deals  ro 
unify  Britain's  electronics  and  defence 
industry  —  or  cede  more  of  it  to  French 
control.  Exritmg  times  ahead,  perhaps. 

Pending  such  earth-shattering  moves, 
however,  the  wider  public  image  of  Mr 
Simpson's  GEC  may  well  be  set  by  a  deal 
with  rather  fewer  noughts  on  foe  end, 
financially  trivial  in  terms  of  this  £10.7 
billion  multi  continental  enterprise.  GEC- 
Marmni.  foe  electronics  company  at  foe 
centre  of  its  operations,  has  arranged  to  flog 
in  1.000  Iras  at  Christies  foe  company 
archive  built  by  Gugfiebno  Marconi, 
founder  of  his  eponymous  company  as  well 
as  much  of  foe  radio,  telegraph  and 
broadcasting  industries.  Only  foe  best  items 
will  be  retained  /or  their  marketing  value. 

The  collection,  which  took  five  months  to 
catalogue,  covers  anything  from  laboratory 
experiments  to  business  letters  from  1896  to  - 
the  1930s.  Jt  may  fetch  £1  million,  though, 
high  prices  for  Marconi  graphs  from  foe 
Uranic  at  a  previous  Christie's  sale  could 
boost  the  total.  GEC  has  3,000  of  them. 

'  Correspondents  to  The  Times,  including 


A  century  after  radio,  Marconi 
could  soon  reinvent  museums 


the  late  Signor  Marconi’s  daughter  Elettra, 
have  not,  on  the  whole,  been  amused  at  such 
“irresponsible"  behaviour  towards  "a  nat¬ 
ional  asset".  The  planned  disposal  is  not,  as 
harsher  critics  suggest,  “for  the  sake  of  a 
little  filthy  lucre".  In  his  response.  Sir 
Geoffrey  Pattie.  the  former  minister  who 
chairs  G  E  C- Marconi ,  carefully  links  the 
proceeds  with  die  making  of  a  CD-Rom 
interactive  disk  of  foe  Marconi  story,  “a 
higb-tech  solution  of  which  Marconi  would 
study  have  approved”  and  a  politically 
modish  scheme  to  enthuse  secondary  school 
teachers  over  electronics.  Documents  will  be 
copied  and  key  radio  experiments  carefully 
reproduced  for  future  scholars. 

The  archive  is  really  being  sold  to  dispose 
of  a  corporate  embarrassment.  This  asset 
was  so  obscurely  hidden  that  few  nitride  foe 
industry  and  ns  academics  seemed  to  know 
about  II  A  study  in  1906,  before  the 
company's  disappointingly  low-key  centena¬ 
ry,  found  that  the  asset  was  a  hidden 
liability.  Purpose-built  facilities  to  preserve 
the  deteriorating  collection  could  cost  a 
whopping  £11  million,  consultants  daim. 

Sir  Geoffrey  explains  that  this  would  be 
“far  more  than  the  value  of  the  archive". 


This  begs  some  questions.  Would  preserv¬ 
ing  ir  not  cost  others  just  as  much?  Should 
the  masses  of  paper  therefore  be  left  to  rot? 
Is  market  value  foe  only  value? 

GEC  has  evohed  a  market  solution.  If  foe 
collection  is  dispersed,  individual  antiquar¬ 
ies  would  be  willing  to  spend  foe  more 
modest  sums  needed  to  preserve  The  value  of 
what  they  had  bought  with  good  money.  In 
applying  the  virtues  of  commerria]  logic,  as 
well  as  the  restrictions  of  commercial 
values,  GEC  invites  a  debate  among 
companies  and  institutions,  from  the  largest 


to  the  smallest,  all  over  foe  country:  Every 
church,  school  or  parish  archivist  knows 
that  heritage  can  be  an  embarrassment, 
beyond  the  crown  jewels  that  everyone  is 
interested  in.  There  is  a  conflict  between 
keeping  things  secure  in  the  right  conditions 
and  the  cost,  let  alone  access  for  people  to  see 
thou.  Lucky  are  those  who  can  use  secure 
storage  maintained  at  taxpayers'  expense. 
Even  then,  someone  has  to  choose  which 
hems  are  to  be  kept  in  such  luxury. 
Doubtless;  many  will  set  their  hopes  on  foe 
overdrawn  well  of  lottery  money. 

For  big  companies  and  most  others. 
however,  no  such  easy  answer  is  available: 
There  is  no  case  for  taxpayers  to  look  after 
the  papers  of  great  companies,  jusr  to  save 
shareholders  the  cost  They  are  responsible 
for  their  own  heritage,  like  any  other 
community,  and  should  be  held  accountable 
for  it  In  the  vogue  competitive  model  of 
business,  however,  companies  do  not  last  for 
ever  and  cannot  bear  irrelevant  overheads. 
Much  of  our  industrial  history  has  bean  lost 
in  takeovers.  Mare  will  be.  Aside  from 
selling  ephemera  to  collectors,  a  sensible 
solution  might  be  for  companies  to  endow 
their  archives  when  times  are  good  and  to 


contract  cart  their  care  to  properly  financed 
commercial  museum  companies. 

Before  that  can  happen,  a  properly 
commercial  archive  industry  would  have  to 
develop.  Museums  conform  to  the  immuta¬ 
ble  Law  of  Morally  Superior  Bodies. 
Worthies  believe  their  own  higher  purposes 
absolve  them  from  standards  they  impose 
on  ordinary  folk.  Newspapers  are  secretive, 
police  cars  habitually  break  speed  limits,  die 
Rpyal  Satiety  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  kills 
birds  ~  and,  as  lenders  such  as  GEO 
Marconi  have  discovered,  many  museums 
lose  treasures  or  stuff  them  in  the  attic  for 
foe  rats.  This  will  continue  so  long  as  they 
are  above  commerria]  disciplines  and  can 
blame  slackness  on  lack  of  funds. 

In  our  cash-measured  age,  museums 
undervalue  free  gifts  just  as  much  as  those 
allowed  to  view  them  free  undervalue  the 
experience.  If  big  companies  apply  their 
business  acumen  to  their  own  archive 
problems,  they  may  help  to  revolutionise 
museums  and  to  give  more  hope  for  our  less 
mediately  glamourous  heritage.  Ideally, 
museums  should  contract  with  companies, 
donors  and  trusts  for  a  fee  to  store  and 
display  treasures  to  legally  enforceable 
standards.  To  help  the  transition,  perhaps 
the  Government  should  set  up  Offmuse  to 
vet  and  certificate  those  authorised  to  hold 
the  nation's  archives. 

This  debate  may  do  nothing  for  Mr 
Simpson'S  reputation  as  a  corporate  citizen. 
But  it  could  offer  great  business  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  a  new  ethically  conscious  generation 
of  venturers. 


Union  recognition  proposal 
strikes  fear  into  businesses 


“  TL  T  ever  mind  the  so- 
|\  I  rial  chapter  and 
I  the  minimum 

X  ^  wage.  Good  ar¬ 
gument  for  politicians,  but 
they  wont  matter  in  practice  to 
most  of  us.  What  weTe  con¬ 
cerned  about  is  Labour  bring¬ 
ing  bade  the  unions  by 
bringing  in  a  new  law  to  give 
unions  legal  recognition. 
That's  what  worries  us  about 
Mr  Blair." 

Those  are  foe  wands  of  foe 
head  of  a  medium-sized  engi¬ 
neering  company.  Another 
view  from  a  Midlands' Srm  is: 
“We’re  not  against  unions. 
We’re  unionised,  fold  fiat 
suits  us.  But  we  don’t  want 
those  arrangements  changed 
by  a  new  law." 

Signing  up  for  the  European 
social  chapter  and  introducing 
a  national  minimum  wage  are 
two  key  aspects  of  Labour’s 
economic  policies  that  are 
attracting  a  great  deal  of 
business  and  political  heat 
But  behind  them  is  a  pro¬ 
posal  which  has  drawn  less 
scrutfoy  from  the  public,  but  is 
probably  of  greater  interest  to 
many  companies:  Labour's 
commitment  to  bring  in  new 
legal  provisions  to  give  trade 
unions  a  right  to  be  recognised 
for  collective  bargaining  if  a 
majority  of  employees  so 
desire. 

The  unions  will  tomorrow 
open  their  own  preelection 
campaign  when  they  urge  the 
UK’s,  eight  million  union 
members  to  vote  for  the  polit¬ 
ical  party  which  offers  most 
rights  fra  employees.  A 1  the 
same  time.  Stephen  Byers,  the 
Shadow  Employment  Minis¬ 
ter,  will  set  out  Labour's 
commitment  to  new  employ¬ 
ment  rights  in  a  speech  to  foe 
Adam  Smith  Institute. 

A  minimum  wage  and  the 
social  chapter  are  key  compo¬ 
nents  of  Labours  plans  to  set 
new  minimum  standards  at 
work,  if  it  wins  foe  election. 
Equally  important  is  a  com-  ■ 
mitment  from  Tony  Blair  to 
introduce  two  other  rights:  a 
.right  to  representation,  so  that . 
workers  can  use  outsiders  to 
help  in  talks  with  their  em¬ 
ployer:  and  a  right  for  a  union 
to  be  recognised  if  a  majority 
—  more  than.  50  per  cent  —  of 
employees  want  it. 

Many  companies  in  the  UK 
will  be  wholly  unaffected  by 
the  minimum  wage  and  foie 
soda]  chapter. 

Their  pay  levels  and  condi¬ 
tions  are  already  above  the 
minimum^  that  would  be  app¬ 
lied.  But  many  would,  at  least 
potentially,  be  affected  fry  a 
legd  right  to  recognition.  Less 
than  40  per  cent  of  all  work¬ 
places  in  Britain  now  recog¬ 
nise  trade  unions;  and  many 


Labour  must  tread  carefully  with  plans 
to  protect  workers,  says  Philip  Bassett 


tnenfs  from  the  likes  ofToyota. 
BA,  Electrolux,  Nissan.  Bosch, 
Sharp  and  Vauxhall. 

Labour  has  learnt  some 
hard  lessons  from  its  own 
past,  from  the  days  in  the  last 
Labour  Government  of  foe 
1970s,  when  statutory  union 
recognition  was  in  force. 

G  run  wide,  a  north  London 
processing  plant  that  re- 
to  grant  union  recogni¬ 
tion  and  became  foe  scene  of 
heavy  and  often  violent  picket¬ 
ing,  showed  that  the  provi¬ 
sions  were  largely  unworkable 
—  and  research  since  then  has 
shown  that  they  generated  few 
new  union  members  in  any 
case. 

Labour  will  be  content  if 
employees  don’t  want  unions 
because  they  are  already  satis¬ 
fied  with  their  job  conditions. 
For  example.  Labour  leaders 
privately  do  not  expect  Marks 
&  Spencer  employees  to  want 
union  recognition.  But  the 
party  believes  that  intimida¬ 
tion  of  employees  remains  rife 
at  many  companies,  and 
union  recognition  will  help. 

Labour  leaders  are  aware  of 
the  minefield  of  potential  diffi¬ 
culties  posed  fry  foe  recogni¬ 
tion  commitment,  such  as  how 
to  define  foe  bargaining  unit 
covered  by  the  majority  vote 
provision. 


History  lesson:  violence  at  the  Gnxuwick  picket  line  remains  a  vivid  memory 


well-known  companies  are 
non-union,  such  as  Maries  & 
Spencer,  McDonald’s,  IBM 
and  Honda. 

For  many  companies,  the 
prospect  of  legally  enforced 
unionisation  is  barely  a  reali¬ 
ty.  In  service  industries,  for 
instance,  where  the  proportion 
of  the  workforce'  who  are 
union  members  is  low  —  such 
as  retailing  and  catering  — 
current  lewis  of  unionisation 
and  high  labour  turnover 
mean  that  foe  possibility  of  a 
majority  of  employees  voting 
for  a  union  is  highly  remote. 

But  in  other  areas,  such  as 
engineering  or:  printing,  the 
prospect  of  alegal  reintroduc¬ 
tion  of  unions  is  real.  Behind 
the  scenes,  a  number  of  large 
companies  have  been  lobbying 
Labour  leaders  to  try  to  ease 
bade  their  plans.  “The  news¬ 
paper  industry  will  be  a  key 


battleground."  acknowledges 
one  employers’  leader. 

Some  employers  are  already 
going  further.  Singapore  Air¬ 
lines,  for  instance,  has  recently 
transferred  all  its  UK  pilots  — 
with  their  agreement  and  as 
part  of  an  overall  package — to 
employment  contracts  under 
local  Singapore  law  so  they 
are  no  longer  covered  by  UK 
job  legislation. 


Labour  leadas  have 
been  quietly  taking 
soundings  cm  their 
recognition  plans  with 
unions,  the  TUC  and  with 
employers.  Relations  between 
Mr  Blair's  new  Labour  and 
the  unions  have  at  times  been 
tempestuous,  and  the  party 
leader  has  made  it  dear  that 
he  wilL  if  in  government 
grant  foe  unions  no  favours. 
Labour  is  committed  to  union 


recognition  because  it  believes 
that  it  will  benefit  employees, 
not  because  ir  sees  Jt  as  foe 
party’s  job  to  help  unions  to  do 
what  they  have  failed  to  do 
themselves  —  win  new  mem¬ 
bers  and  new  recognition 
deals. 

Key  union  leaders,  like  John 
Monks,  foe  TUC  General 
Secretaiy  who  launches  the 
TUCs  campaign  tomorrow, 
accept  that  unions  have  to 
prove  their  worth.  They  recog¬ 
nise  that  the  best  means  of 
averting  employer  opposition 
to  unions  is  to  demonstrate 
how  unions  can  help  busi¬ 
nesses. 

The  AEEU  engineering 
union,  for  instance,  is  doing 
just  that  by  sending  glossy 
promotional  packages  to  a 
range  of  potential  inward- 
investor  companies.  The  ] 
ages  include  warm 


There  is  also  foe  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  to  pur 
one  or  more  unions 
on  any  ballot;  and  if 
only  one.  who  should  act  to 
choose  which  rate  needs  to  be 
addressed.  How  to  enforce  the 
law  and  how  to  act  if  an 
employer  refuses  to  accept  a 
legal  ruling  is  also  important. 

If  Labour  does  win  the 
election,  Whitehall  officials, 
well  versed  in  such  argu¬ 
ments,  will  have  carefully 
considered  proposals  waiting 
on  ministers'  desks,  setting  out 
detailed  plans  on  how  to  put 
into  practice  foe  pledge  on 
recognition.  Labour  is  already 
working  on  the  details  of  its 
own  proposals. 

Ball  evidence  shows  that,  on 
many  issues,  business  looks 
upon  new  Labour  more 
favourably  than  it  has  looked 
upon  the  Labour  Party  in  the 
past  Despite  the  sound  and 
fury  that  they  generate,  busi¬ 
ness  leaders  acknowledge  pri¬ 
vately  that  a  minimum  wage 
and  the  social  chapter  will  be 
marginal  questions  for  many 
companies. 

However,  union  recognition 
is  deeper  and  more  central  to 
many  companies.  Business  is 
bracing  itself,  if  not  for  an 
open  fight  over  the  issue,  then 
for  having  to  come  to  terms 
with  a  move  that  is  of  growing 
concern. 


Deadline  nears  for  NatWest/The  Times  business  ethics  competition 


A  search  for  more  than  tunnel  vision 


Protesters  like  Swampy  present  a 
problem  that  has  to  be  overcome 


Time  is  running  out  for  students 
who  want  to  advise  the  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  Go-Bufld  how  to 
turn  his  company  around  and  avoid 
job  cuts.  The  dosing  date  for  entries  for 
tins  year’s  Business  Ethics  competi¬ 
tion.  sponsored  by  the  NaiWest  Group 
and  77ie  Times,  is  February  28. 

A  moral  dilemma  relating  to  the 
contract  to  build  a  motorway,  as 
tunnelling  environmental  activists  uy 
to  thwart  ite  construction,  has  been 
posed  and  undergraduates  studying 
tor  a  first  degree  are  asked  to  put 
themselves  in  foe  place  of  the  indus¬ 
try's  decision  makers  and  to  produce 
solutions  to  the  ethical  problems. 

Entry  forms  containing  the  foil  de¬ 
tails  of  tine  problem  posed  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  fran.NafWest  branches  or  from 
Anthony  Fisher,  NatWest/The  Times 
Business  Ethics  Competition^  Room 
217,  41  Lothbtity,  London  EC2P  ZBP. 


The  competition  is  aimed  at  raising  the 
level  of  the  business  ethics  debate  and 
to  relate  real-life  problems  to  academic 
studies.  The  judges  are  led  by  Derek 
Wanless.  chief  executive  of  NatWesL 
Other  members  are  John  Drummond, 
the  managing  director  of  Integrity 
Works,  a  business  ethics  consultancy. 
John  Monks,  the  general  secretary  of 
foe  Trades  Union  Congress.  Julia 
Neuberger,  chairman  of  Camden  and 
Islington  Community  Health  Services 
NHS  Trust,  and  Lindsay  Cook,  busi¬ 
ness  editor  of  The  Times. 

The  first  prize  is  €3,000,  with  a 
matthmg  cheque  for  the  winner's 
CoTLese.  Second  prize  is  £2,000  and 
third  prize  £1.000  to  both  student  and 
college. 

Entrants  have  to  write  an  essay 
detailing  how  to  deal  with  the  problem 
faring  Go-Build,  which  may  go  bust  if 
it  does  not  proceed  with  the  contract, 


which  is  likely  to  meet  much  opposi¬ 
tion.  The  writers  of  the  best  six  essays 
will  be  invited  to  meet  the  judges  to 
discuss  their  essays,  to  respond  to  a 
development  in  foe  dilemma  and  to 
join  in  a  group  discussion  led  fry  Mr 
Drummond. 

Last  years  competition  featured  the 
problem  of  a  supermarket  chain  that 
wanted  to  relocate  from  an  unprofit¬ 
able  suburban  store  to  a  much  larger 
dry  centre  building  despite  local  oppo¬ 
sition.  Chris  Ayres,  who  was  studying 
at  Hull  University,  just  made  the  final 
six.  but  when  he  arrived  to  debate  the 
further  developments  he  quickly 
showed  his  grasp  of  local  politics, 
problem  solving  and  ethics.  He  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  store  should  be  kept 
open  for  a  further  two  months  in  which 
time  foe  supermarket  chain  would  find 
a  bus  company  willing  to  transport  its 
former  customers  to  foe  new  site. 


DTPs  Sector  Challenge  inclined 
towards  competitive  disadvantage 


From  the  Deputy  Chairman 
of  the  British  Knitting  and 
Clothing  Export  Council 
Sir,  Does  foe  Government 
understand  or  even  want  to 
understand  how  business 
really  works?  Do  they  want 
to  make  business  more  eff¬ 
icient?  Do  they  want  to 
increase  exports?  If  so.  the 
latest  baffling  scheme  from 
the  DTI  is  an  absolute  gem. 

For  many  years  the  DTI 
has  made  a  contribution 
towards  foe  expenses  of  new 
exporters  (mainly  small  to 
medium-sized  companies) 
who  attend  overseas  trade 
fairs.  This  contribution  has 
always  been  modest,  costing 
only  £17  million  for  foe 
current  year,  and  has  had 
the  benefit  of  being  simple  to 
administer  and  highly  effect¬ 
ive.  In  foe  case  of  my  own 
industry,  exports  of  £3  bil¬ 
lion  were  achieved  in  19%  so 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
foe  Government's  money 
has  been  well  spent  on  us 
(less  than  El  5  million  tn  take 
1,000  new  exporters  to 
around  50  overseas  trade 
lairs). 

All  this  is  now  being  put  at 
risk  because,  according  to 
Anthony  Nelson,  foe  Trade 
Minister,  this  Trade  Fair 


Support  Scheme  (TFSS)  will 
be  replaced  with  a  Byzantine 
scheme  called  “Sector  Chall¬ 
enge".  What  this  means  is 
that  each  trade  association 
wishing  to  provide  support 
to  their  exporting  members 
through  overseas  trade 
shows  will  have  to  compete 
for  funds  from  the  DTI  fry 
putting  forward  individual 
proposals.  Not  only  does  this 
absorb  huge  amounts  of 
time  from  the  already  over¬ 
worked  staff  of  trade  associa¬ 
tions  but  it  also  must  involve 
huge  amounts  of  time  on  foe 
part  of  civil  servants  who 
have  to  assess  them. 

If  this  is  what  foe  Govern¬ 
ment  means  fry  competition 
then  all  of  us  who  actually  do 
the  work  will  have  to  reas¬ 
sess  whar  we  understand  fry 
competitive  advantage  be¬ 
cause  in  this  instance  it 
dearly  is  competitive  disad¬ 
vantage.  If  responsible  trade 
associations  can  no  longer 
rely  on  DTI  support,  then 
this  esential  component  of 
Britain’s  export  effort  will 
soon  wither. 

Yours  faithfully, 

TONY  LANGFORD. 

John  S  medley  limited. 

Lea  Mills, 

Matlock.  Derbyshire- 


Genetic  tests  pose  confidentiality  dilemma 


From  Dr  C.  Gardner-Thorpe 
Sir.  You  report  (Insurers 
demand  genetic  results,  Feb- 
.  ruary  3)  that  foe  Association 
of  British  Insurers  has  ruled 
out  mandatory  genetic  tests 
for  all. 

Nevertheless,  those  who 
have  already  taken  genetic 
tests  may  have  to  declare  the 
results  when  applying  for  a 
new  policy. 

On  foe  one  hand,  manda¬ 
tory  tests  (which  have  been 
debated  previously  ui  these 
columns)  would  force  (ac¬ 
tively  or  fry  inference)  unwel¬ 
come  genetic  knowledge  on 
some  persons,  and  conse¬ 
quently  their  families. 

On  foe  other  hand,  infor¬ 
mation  already  available  to 
the  policy  applicant  but  not 
disclosed  to  the  insurer 


would  confer  an  unfair  and 
significant  disadvantage  on 
foie  insurer.  Disclosure  of 
this  sort  of  information 
would  seem  appropriate, 
therefore. 

However,  there  is  a  real 
risk  here  that  confidential 
information  about  an  appli¬ 
cant  at  risk  could  be  used 
inappropriately  in  relation 
to  applications  from  cither 
members  of  his  family.  Once 
confidentiality  is  broken,  it 
cannot  be  restored  and  infor¬ 
mation  of  this  sort  needs  to 
be  treated  with  utmost 
secrecy. 

Yours  faithfully, 
CHRISTOPHER  GARDNER- 
THORPE, 

The  Coach  House, 
la  College  Road, 

Exeter,  Devon. 


Requiescat  Griffin 


From  Mr  and  Mrs  John  Hart 
Sir,  1  read  (January  16}  with 
dismay  —  and  my  wife  with 
grief  —  that  Midland  Bank's 
new  owners  from  China  or 
somewhere  intend  to  Jdfl  off 
Griffin. 

Are  they  mad?  Poor  Grif¬ 
fin,  so  simpatico.  We  have 
one.  sold  to  my  wife  at  our 
brandi  long  ago  where  the 
staff  proudly  produced  him 
and  others  like  him  for 
charity.  He  now  wears 


socks.  In  time  he  will  be 
valuable,  probably  more 
than  the  bank. 

Is  there  no  whimsy  left  in 
the  counting-houses  of  foe 
Orient,  to  which  even  our 
high  street  banks  are  in 
hoot?  A  number  of  accounts 
may  well  be  dosed  because 
of  this  jejune  outlook.  After 
all,  there  is  another  high 
street  bank  with  rather  a 
nice  horse  for  an  emblem. 
Yours  in  sorrow, 

JOHN  AND  IRENE  HART, 
11  Mountview,  NW7. 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Treasury  targets  tax  avoidance 


after  VAT’s  missing  billions 

'  D£S  JENSON 


Richard  Watson  looks  at  how  the 


Budget  will  shift  the  ground  rules 


How  much  are  VAT  ad¬ 
visers  worth?  This  has 
always  been  a  difficult 
question  for  the  profession  and 
its  clients  to  answer.  Fortunate* 


ly.  we  can  all  stop  worrying 
about  it  because  me  National 


Audir  Office  has  told  us  —  E2 
billion.  That  is  its  estimate  of 
the  amount  that  the  profession 
saved  its  diems  —  and  hence 
cost  in  revenue  —  in  1*195-96. 

VAT  hit  the  headlines  last 
year  when  it  was  realised  that 
some  £5  billion  of  die  tax  had 
gone  astray  between  the  Trea¬ 
sury’s  estimate  and  Customs 
and  Excise's  bank  account  One 
suspects  that  the  first  reaction 
of  the  Treasury  was  to  blame 
Customs  for  not  collecting  the 
tax  properly,  while  the  first 
reaction  of  Customs  was  to 
blame  the  Treasury  for  getting 
its  estimates  wrong,  (n  a  com¬ 
promise.  they  said  revised  esti¬ 
mates  showed  only  £1  billion  of 
revenue  was  missing.  The 
Chancellor  thought  this  was 
serious  enough,  and  told  them 
to  do  something  about  it. 

In  true  Civil  Service  fashion, 
the  result  was  a  committee.  Its 
report  is  of  course  secret,  but 
the  National  Audit  Office  has 
given  us  the  gisL 

There  is  a  statistical  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  yield  of  VAT 
and  the  underiyng  pattern  of 


consumer  expenditure.  VAT  is 
a  tax  on  consumer  expenditure 
and  one  might  therefore  expect 
its  receipts  to  match  expendi¬ 
ture  changes  quite  closely.  The 
problem  is  that  only  about  60 
per  cent  of  consumer  expendi¬ 
ture  is  subject  to  VAT.  The  rest 
is  either  zero-rated  or  exempt 

Because  of  this  variation  in 
the  tax  burden  on  different 
types  of  expenditure,  it  has  long 
been  known  that  VAT  revenues 
have  a  different  relationship  to 
consumer  expenditure  at  differ¬ 
ent  points  in  the  economic 
cyde-  When  money  is  scares, 
people  spend  less  on  luxuries 
and  proportionately  more  on 
necessities,  which  are  exactly 
the  things  that  tend  to  be  zero¬ 
rated.  The  Treasury  statisti¬ 
cians.  therefore,  expect  that,  as 
the  economy  goes  into  reces¬ 
sion,  the  VAT  revenues  from  a 
given  level  of  consumer  expen¬ 
diture  will  decline,  but  the 
normal  relationship  w3l  re¬ 
sume  when  the  economy  comes 
out  of  recession.  This  is  what 
did  not  happen  last  year. 

Of  die  £5  billion  original 
revenue  loss,  the  committee  has 
derided  that  £2  billion  is  due  to 
improved  effectiveness  in  tax 
avoidance.  It  produced  no  evi¬ 
dence  for  this  figure  and  until  it 
does,  it  must  be  questionable  as 
to  whether  it  is  even  in  the  right 


Richard  Watson  says  even  VAT  planning  has  its  limitations 

process  has  accelerated  in  re¬ 
cent  years  (fed  by  the  very 
recession  which  seems  to  have 
caused  the  problem  in  the  first 
place),  it  certainly  has  not  been 
limited  to  1995-36. 

The  committee  also  noted 
“greater  than  expected  losses 


area  of  magnitude.  VAT  plan¬ 
ning  is  a  wonderful  thing,  but  it 
has  Its  limitations!  Nor  is  it 
credible  that  avoidance  has 
suddenly  burgeoned  in  this 
particular  year.  VAT  planning 
has  existed  almost  since  the 
start  of  the  tax  and.  though  the 


from  a  range  of  tax  regime 
changes  . . .  and  from  success¬ 
ful  legal  challenges  to  the 
department's  interpretation  of 
VaT  law".  This  means  that 
Customs  has  lost  more  cases  in 
the  courts  and  taxpayers  have 
taken  advantage  of  their  ability 
to  recover  tax  in  comparable 
situations. 

The  Chancellor  has  now 
taken  action  to  limit  this  effect 
fay  restricting  claims  for  back- 
lax  to  three  years  and  imposing 
more  stringent  requirements 
on  their  nature.  In  future, 
where  tax  has  been  passed  on, 
Customs  wilt  claim  unjust  en¬ 
richment.  It  will  then  be  for  the 
claimant  to  prove  the  amount 
of  his  loss. 

One  thing  is  now  dear.  Cus¬ 
toms,  supported  strongly  fay 
Treasury  ministers,  intends  to 
deal  once  and  for  all  with  the 
problem  of  tax  avoidance.  This 
Budget  has  seat  a  wide  range 
of  weapons  deployed  against 
avoidance.  Not  long  ago,  the 
talk  was  of  acceptable  and 
unacceptable  avoidance.  It  is 
no  longer  dear  whether  any 
avoidance  is  acceptable,  and 
die  tenets  of  the  Duke  of 
Westminster’s  case,  which  rec¬ 
ognised  the  importance  for  the 
taxpayer  of  being  able  to  ar¬ 
range  his  affairs  in  such  a  way 
as  to  minimise  the  amount  of 
tax  payable  now  seem  to  be 
well  and  truly  in  their  coffin. 


Richard  Watson  is  Head  of 
Indirect  Taxation  at  Price 
Waterhouse. 


Masters  of 
reform 


IT  SEEMED  no  coincidence 
rhat  a  vice-president  promi 
ing  radical  and  reformir 


15- 


torming 
times  was  elected  at  the  same 
English  1CA  council  meeting 
which  last  week  discussed  the 
Gerrard  Report.  This  also 
advocates  radical  and  reform¬ 
ing  ideas,  so  many  of  the 
council  would  like  it  quietly 
buried.  In  particular  they 
would  like  to  see  the  back  of 


the  suggestion  that  (he  num¬ 
ber  of  council  members 
should  be  reduced  by  about 
30.  The  new  vice-president. 
Sheila  Masters,  of  KPMG. 
favours  such  ideas. 

And  worried  members  have 
noted  that  the  number  of 
members  voting  against  her 
totalled  31.  No  difficulty  in 
working  out  who  is  going  to 
lose  their  seals  then. 


Naval  gazing 


CHRIS  SWINSON.  BDO  Stoy 
Hayward  partner  and  architect 
of  the  profession's  new  review 
board  plans,  is  a  nautical  histo¬ 
rian  in  his  spare  time.  His 
heart  of  hearts  is  of  oak  rather 
than  double  entry.  And  he  has 
often  said  his  finest  achieve¬ 
ment  is  to  have  been  part  of  the 


team  organising  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  HMS  Victory.  So  h  is 
good  to  see  him  installed  as  a 
trustee  of  the  body  intended  to 
protect  and  preserve  the  Royal 
Naval  College  at  Greenwich. 


Head  count 


COMMENTS  made  last  week 
by  Mike  Rake,  the  chief  operat¬ 
ing  officer  at  KPMG.  sent  part¬ 


ners  in  other  firms  scurrying 
for  pencils  and  the  backs  of  en¬ 
velopes.  He  had  suggested 
that  75  new  people  a  week 
were  joining  the  London  of¬ 
fice.  “Surely  not."  says  our 
man  in  the  back  bar  of  the  Old 
Dr  Butler's  Head.  “That 
would  mean  almost  4.000  in 
the  year.  Very  hard  to  sus¬ 
tain."  And  then  he  thought 
again.  "Unless  there  are  75 
leaving  every  week  as  well." 
Surely  not. 


Robert  Bruce 


History  offers  hope 
on  radical  proposals 


IT  IS  always  disconcerting  to  find  that,  having 
commissioned  an  independent  report  into 
your  organisation's  workings,  it  doesn’t  come, 
up  with  the  findings  you  expected.  Take  the 
Gerrard  Report  on  the  English  ICA. 

Spot  of  bother  at  the  old  place;  disastrous 
dimbdown  over  foiled  merger  with  another 
accountancy  body,  smalt  membership  rebefl- 
ion  over  perception  of  power  being  concentrat¬ 
ed  al  the  centre;  members  worried  about  lack 
of  communication,  all  these  issues  tri 
the  obvious  reaction.  In  an  ostensibly 
ratic  body  there  is  only  one  consequence  of  a 
period  of  perceived  uncertainly,  a  call,  in  die 
largest  capital  letters  possible,  for  strong  lead¬ 
ership.  Dozens  will  caD  for  it  But  they  will  all 
want  their  own  brand  of  strong  leadership. 
This  is  then  fallowed,  inevitably,  by  a  call  fora 
directorgeneraL  If  only  there  was  one  person 
to  provide  the  leadership,  appear  nightly  on 
the  TV  news  saying  what  good  people  charter¬ 
ed  accountants  are,  sort  out  the  subscriptions, 
then  all  would  be  well  again.  But  supporters  of 
director  generals  only  want 
their  own  views  trumpeted. 

Someone  else’s  views  are 
definitely  not  strong  leader¬ 
ship.  The  'English  ICA  has 
periods  when  it  vanishes  in-, 
to  tills  black  hole  of  squab¬ 
bling  among  its  more 
vociferous  members.  And 
the  traditional  answer  is  to 
have  a  constitutional  review 
conducted  by  someone 
known  for  his  independence. 

In  1983  it  was  genial  Bob 
Tricker.  He  invented  the 
idea  of  faculties  and  horrif¬ 
ied  the  institute  with  the  con¬ 
cept  Yet,  now  faculties  are 
seen  as  one  of  its  great  suc¬ 
cesses.  This  time  it  was  Peter 
Gerrard,  the  past  senior  part¬ 
ner  of  Lovell  White  Durrant, 
the  City  law  firm,  who  con- 


Robert 

Bruce 


ducted  the  review.  Add  again  the  members 
and  secretariat  of  tire  institute  are  up  inarms 
at  tire  review's  conclusions.  Hiring  a  lawyer 
for  the  job  is  reckoned  to  have  been  taking 
the  idea  of  independence  of  view  too  far. 

.  Partly  they  have  a  point  There  is  more 
than  a.  hint  of  old-style  lawyer  culture  in 
Genard’s  obvious  dislike  of  boards  repre¬ 
senting  members  In  business  and  industry. 
Once  upon  a  time  a  chap  who  left  practice  for 
the  vulgar  world  of  commerce  was  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  in  self-imposed  outer  darkness  — 
no  need  for  boards  to  look  after  the  fellow’s 
interest  But  the  point  which  has  animated 
the  institute  the  most  is  that  Gerrard  says  the 
rank  and  file  membership  is  talking  non¬ 
sense  and  that  the  policies  which  were  caus¬ 


ing  the  membership  unrest 
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democratic  roots  of  a  professional  msatma 
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then  go  on  to  strip  the  executive  rf  dspdwre 
and  provide  tire  levers  for  greater  member* 
ship  control  through  strengthening  megra-ss- 
roots  district  societies.  Instead,  Gerrard  cont¬ 
inues:  “I  believe  that  that  concern  arises,  at 
hast  in  part,  from  the  prevailing  uncertainty 
about  where  power  lies,  the  assumption  be¬ 
ing,  (on  the  part  of  those  who 
hold  tins  view)  that  it  is 
somewhere  in  the  centre  and 
that  centrality  and  lack  of  ac¬ 
countability  go  together." 

Having  reached  that  conc¬ 
lusion.  he  produces  the  opp¬ 
osite  solution  to  that  expect¬ 
ed  by  institute  members. 
“My  proposed  restructuring 
sums  to  meet  that  concern  by 
removing  the  uncertainty." 
And  how  do  you  remove  the 
uncertainty?  You  make  it 
ever  more  obvious  that  the 
executive  is  in  charge  —  not 
the  members.  “Central  cont¬ 
rol  does  not  mean  that  there 
cannot  be  a  diversity  of  ex¬ 
pressed  opinions.  What  it 
does  is  to  provide  a  safe¬ 
guard  against  tire  left  hand 
appearing  not  to  know  what 


the  right  hand  is  doing."  Then  he  suggests 
axdng  a  third  of  the  council  and  removing 
central  funding  from  tire  district  societies. 
You  can  see  why  the  sort  of  members  whose 
uproar  provoked  the  review  may  be  more 
than  upset  at  its  conclusions.  The  view  of  one 
aghast  member  who  followed  his  comment 
of  “why  did  we  commission  it?"  at  last  week's 
council  meeting  with  an  even  more  heartfelt 
“we’ve  got  tire  wrong  report"  is  probably 
being  echoed  around  the  country. 

They  should  take  heart  from  history.  The 
debate  over  the  report  will  be  lengthy  and 
involve  many  a  working  party.  A  gradualist 
approach  will  be  taken.  And  before  long  the 
radical  proposals  of  yesteryear  will  become 
the  commonsense  of  tire  present 


AN  EXCLUSIVE  COMPETITION 


THE 


TIMES 


Today  The  Times  gives  you  fhe  chance  of  a  lifetime 
—  to  make  a  movie.  In  an  exciting  cross-media 
competition,  in  association  with  Faber  and  Faber, 
Dillons  The  Bookstore,  Sky  Movies  and  Esquire  maga¬ 
zine.  and  in  association  with  Am  (GB)  Lid,  you  can  win 
an  Arriflex  camera  worth  E56.000.  Arriflex  cameras  are 
the  most  widely  used  to  make  motion  pictures  and  our 
prize  is  similar  to  the  camera  cult  director  Robert 
Rodriguez  used  to  make  EL  McmachL 
At  23  Rodriguez  proved  anyone  with  artistic  skill  and 
determination  can  make  a  successful  film  On  a  low 
budget  Now  you  have  an  opportunity  to  be  a  film  direc¬ 
tor  just  like  him. 

All  you  have  to  do  is  answer  the  five  questions  on  our  ' 
competition  entry  form  and  tell  us,  in  20  words  or  less, 
what  your  movie  would  be  about  You  will  find  the 
answers  in  Rodriguez's  Rebel  Without  a  Crew  published 
by  Faber  and  Faber  and  on  sale  exclusively  at  all  Dillons 
The  Bookstores,  at  the  special  price  of  £6.  The  book  tells 
how  Rodriguez  made  El  Mariachi  on  a  shoestring  —  and 
with  a  handheld  camera. 

First  prize  is  an  Arriflex  16  SR3,  a  state-of-the-art 
motion  picture  camera  worth  £56,000.  The  winner  will, 
meet  Rodriguez  and  attend  a  film-making  masterclass 
given  by  the  director  himself. 

There  are  ten  runners-up  prizes  of  Sony  HandyCams 
plus  Fuji  FUm  and  signed  copies  of  Rebel  Without  a  Crew., 


Win  an  Arriflex  camera 


a  worth  i  ■.jiijii.imfj.iiii'iLBJtJiif  h 


THE  MOVIE  COMPETITION 


Post  this  entry  form  to:  The  Times  Do  You  Want  to  Make  a 
Movia  Competition,  PO  Bax  6885,  London  E28SR.  Closing 
data:  April  2, 1997.  The  winners  wffl  be  the  persons  who 
correctly  answer  the  five  questions  and  who,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Judges,  submit  the  most  apt  and  original  description  tailing 
us  what  their  film  would  be  about  Normal  TNL  competition  rules 
apply,  available  on  request 


in  which  city  are  most  of  Woody  Man's  fHms  shot? 
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Completo  tbs  order  famt  ana  port  it  ter  The  Ttmeef  Rebel  wtthoat*  Grew 
Book  Offer,  PO  Box  6927,  London  E3  3MZ  or  telephone  tha  Rebel  HotSne  on 
0171  510  0104.  The  offer  closes  Apnl  2, 1997.  Please  aDow  1 A  days  tor  defivery 
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HOW  TO  ENTER 


Address 


Yon  williind  the  answers  to  the  questions  in  Rebel  Without  a  Crew.  { 

If  you  have  not  read the  book,  you  can  buy  it  by  credit,  can!  on: 0171-  j  Title 
SIOOKM  or use  the  order  form  left.  You  can  also  tatythespecial 
edition  which  has  a  competition  erary  form  printedinsKte  atany 
branch  of  DiBons  The  Bookstores.  Pbst  ihe  entry  form  fcne  also- 
appears  ri^flj  to:  77w  Times  Do  You  Want  to  Make  a  Movie 
Competition,  PO  Bax  6885.  London  E2.8SR.  The  daring  date  for 
entries  is  Wednesday  April  Z  1997.  All  coxectentri^  vifil  be  judged 
by  a  pand  consisting  of  Robert  Rodriguez,  and  representatives  from 
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rise  predicted  in  level 


By  Robert  Miller 


CORPORATE  and  City  fraud 
is  expected  to  rise  sharply  over 
the  next  five  years,  according 
to  an  authoritative  survey 
published  today. 

The  report,  rnnrfiytFirt 
through  Accountancy  Age 


of  the  Institute  of  Chartered 
Accountants  in  England  and 
Wales,  says  the.  likely  rise  in 
fraud  can  be  blamed  on  lower 
standards  of  personal  ethics, 
increased  pressure  on  individ¬ 
uals  to  perform  and  the  im¬ 
pact  of  smaller  workforces. 

Nearly  70  per  cent  of  these 
who  responded  to  the  survey 


identified  misrepresentation 
of  results  as  the  area  of  fraud 
that  would  have' the  greatest 
impact  on  British  companies 
in  the  next  five  years. . 

Ian  Huntington,  a  partner 
at  KMPG,  the  accountant;  and 
a  member  of  the  Audit  Faculty 
fraud  working  party,  said  that 
sudi  a  situation  could  arise 
when  a  poor-performing  divi¬ 
sion  within  a  companywas  set 
a  series  of  sales  targets.  In 
order  to  achieve  the  targets 
certain  types  of  sales  could  be 
“created"  to  give  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  the  targets  had  been 
meL 


The  other  key  risk  areas 
identified  were  tender-fixing 
(53  per  cent),  transactions  with 
related  parties  and  the  ma¬ 
nipulation  of  computer  pro¬ 
grams  (both.  40  per  cent).  The 
latter  two  areas  were  consid¬ 
ered  the  most  difficult  to 
delect,  with  52  per  cent  again 
mentioning  computers. 

Tender-toeing,  which  often 
involves  people  within  a  com¬ 
pany  or  organisation  feeding 
useful  inside  information  to 
help  bidders  paidi  their  con¬ 
tracts  ax  toe  right  level,  has 
now  become  a  European-wide 
issue.  Per  Brix  Knudsen,  di¬ 


rector  of  the  European  Com¬ 
mission’s  anti-fraud  co-ordi¬ 
nation  unit,  recently  warned 
that  international  fraudsters 
were  turning  to  frauds  involv¬ 
ing  public  procurement  and 
tendering  for  public  contracts. 
These  include  bribes  to  gain 
lucrative  grants  and  financial 
assistance. 

Respondents  to  the  survey 
said  that  legislation  to  protect 
“whistleblowers"  and  im¬ 
provement  of  anti-fraud  mea¬ 
sures  by  company  manage¬ 
ment  were  likdy  to  be  the  most 
effective  method  of  reducing 
the  incidence  or  effects  of 


fraud.  The  report  concluded 
that  the  development  of  an 
anti-fraud  policy,  and  an  an¬ 
nual  review  of  fraud  risk  by 
organisations,  would  ensure 

that  internal  controls  were 
designed  to  prevent  and  detect 
fraud. 

Gerry  Archer,  chairman  of 
the  audit  faculty,  said:  “As  toe 
survey  shows,  fraud  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  become  an  even  greater 
problem  in  the  next  few  years 
and  it  underlines  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  a  concerted  effort  by 

government,  business  and  the 

professional  to  Cackle  tors 
issue." 


Medway 
Insurance 
seeks  entry 
to  AIM 


Medway  Insurance  Group 
is  to  seek  entry  to  the  Alter¬ 
native  Investment  Market 
by  way  of  a  share  placing. 

The  company,  set  up  in 
December  as  a  .  Lloyd’s- 
orientated,  US-licensed  in¬ 
surance  company,  is  to 
raise  about  £70  million  to 
finance  toe  $54  million 
acquisition  of  Hansa  Re,  a 
US-licensed  insurer,  from 
Focus  Insurance  Holdings 
and  to  provide  additional 
working  capitaL 
Hansa  Re  has  multi-line 
insurance  licences  in  16  , 
states,  including  New 
Ycsk.  California  and  Tex¬ 
as,  and  has  reinsurance- 
only  licences  or  is  an 
accredited  reinsurer  in  a 
further  19.  It  hopes  to 
increase  Hs  multi-line  li¬ 
cences  to  cover  all  50  stales 
as  soon  as  possibles 
Hansa  Re  is  to  be  re-, 
named  Medway  Insurance 
Company,  and  recapital¬ 
ised  with  net  assets  of  $100 
million. 


Internet  boost 


Internet  Technology,  the  In¬ 
ternet  connection  company 
that  reversed  into  two  AIM- 
fisted  property  firms  last 
year,  said  business  bad  ris¬ 
en  by  50  per  cent  in  the  past 
five  months.  However,-.; 

costs  of  the  takeover  phshril 

pretax  losses  to  El  ndfliori 
(£8,000  loss)  for  the  year  to 
October  31.  There  is  no  dmr 
dend.  Laurence  Blackall. 
chief  executive,  said  most  of 
the  property  acquired  with 
Capital  &  Western  and 
Ballynataty  had  been  sold 
at  a  profit 


Freeport  up 


Freeport  Leisure,  the  operar 
tor  of  factory  outlet  shop¬ 
ping  villages,  more  dan 
doubled  pre-tax  profits  to 
El  .02  million,  from 
£502,000.  in  its  half  year  to 
December  28.  Turnover 
rose  to  £32  million,  from 
£2.1  million.  Earnings  per 
share  were  3-4p,  up  from 
Zip.  There  is  no  interim 
dividend,  but  Freeport  pro¬ 
poses  to  recommend  a  final 
dividend.  The  shares  rose 
5p  to  128*2p. 


Standard  post 

Jim  Spowart  former  man¬ 
aging  director  of  Direct 
Line  financial  services,  is  to 
join  Standard  life  on  Mon¬ 
day  as  general  manager 
(banking  services).  He  will 
be  responsible  for  the  mu  tu¬ 
al’s  existing  deposit-taking 
facilities  and  for  the  dev¬ 
elopment  of  other  personal 
banking  services.  He  wpl 
report  to  Jim  Stretton.  chief 
executive  of  UK  operations. 


ADMAN  SHBtRATT 


Neville  Davis  said  that  Compel  was  benefiting  as  companies  swindled  from  mainframe  to  desktop  computers 


Compel  climbs  to  half-time  record 


A  STRONG  performance  in 
afi~  activities  helped  Compel, 
the  computer  services  group, 
record  half-year 
results  yesterday  (Fraser  Nel¬ 
son  writes). : 

The  company,  which  sells 
and  supports  desktop  comput¬ 
ers.  said  it  was  continuing  to 
benefit  from  the  marker’s 


move  away  from  large  main¬ 
frame  systems  and  towards 
smaller  desktop  computers. 

Nttyffle  Davis,-  drairxpan, 
said  that  about  70  per  cent  of 
corporate  computer  budgets 
were  now  being  spent  cm 
desktop  systems,  against  63 
per  cent  last  year  and  50  per 
cent  three  years  ago.  He 


predicted  that  the  growth  rate 
would  continue. 

Compel  secured  two  signifi¬ 
cant  contracts  over  the  year, 
and  is  deploying  60  of  its  staff 
to  work  foil-tune  with  the  new 
clients. 

He  said  that  second-half 
results  would  be  buoyed  by 
the  contribution  of  Hamilton. 


the  computer  rentals  group  it 
bought  last  month.  Its  shares 
gained  I2’zp  to  dose  at  a  six- 
month  high  of  201p  yesterday. 

Pre-tax  profits  of  £1.7  mil¬ 
lion  (£1.44  million)  for  the  six 
months  to  December  31.  lifted 
earnings  to  7.09p  (6.06p)  per 
share.  An  interim  dividend  of 
L8p  is  due  on  May  Z 


Increase 
in  use  of 
derivatives 
at  UK 
companies 


By  Adam  Jones 


UK  corporations  and  pension 
funds  are  increasingly  using 
derivatives,  the  financial  in¬ 
struments  that  can  cripple 
organisations  when  misused. 

The  Association  of  Corpo¬ 
rate  Treasurers  (Act)  pub¬ 
lished  a  study  yesterday  of 
ways  its  members  are  using 
derivatives  to  offset  risk.  Their 
grouting  popularity  comes  in 
the  face  of  enormous  losses 
suffered  by  some  hapless  enth¬ 
usiasts.  including  a  record  $1.7 
billion  wiped  from  die  fi¬ 
nances  of  Orange  County  in 
America  by  interest  rate 
speculation. 

Act  expects  the  UK  trend  to 
increase.  Jeremy  Wagener.  di¬ 
rector-general,  said  deriva¬ 
tives  were  a  useful  toed  if  used 
knowledgeably. 

He  said:  "Almost  all  the 
derivatives  scandals  we  have 
seen  are  failures  in  toe  man¬ 
agement  control,  not  in  the 
derivatives  themselves." 

He  said  shareholders 
should  be  kept  informed  of  a 
company^  derivatives  policy. 

David  Creed,  group  treasur¬ 
er  at  Tate  &  Lyle,  said  direc¬ 
tors  have  a  responsibility  to 
understand  and  monitor  the 
use  of  derivatives  at  their 
company.  He  said:  “Directors 
do  need  to  ask  same  pointed 
questions."  But  he  added  that 
derivatives  have  a  reputation 
encompassing  “fear,  difficulty 
and  black-art  mathematics" 
that  was  not  always  deserved. 
He  said:  “They  are  just  finan¬ 
cial  instruments." 

One  of  the  most  striking 
uses  of  derivatives  highlighted 
by  Act  followed  the 
reorganisation  of  IQ’s  pen¬ 
sion  fund  after  the  demerger 
with  ZenecaL  The  demerger 
had  left  IQ  with  a  higher 
proportion  of  pensioners  to 
contributors. 

Trustees  gave  the  go-ahead 
for  up  to  £1  billion  to  be 
committed  to  futures  con¬ 
tracts.  They  were  needed  to 
safeguard  against  potential 
losses  from  market  rises  dur¬ 
ing  £2  billion  of  equity  shuf¬ 
fling.  Individual  prices  can  be 
inflated  by  5  per  cent  or  more 
when  the  market  spots  this 
kind  of  activity. 

The  cost  of  toe  re-organis¬ 
ation  could,  thus  have  wiped 
out  the  intended  strategic 
benefits.  I  Cl  bought  £200  mil¬ 
lion  of  gilt  futures  and  sold 
£200  million  of  equity  futures 
as  a  hedge.  The  strategy 
worked  and  the  contracts  were 
ended  after  the  transition. 


Aortech  raises 
£4m  by  placing 


By  Fraser  Nelson 


AORTECH  INTERNATION¬ 
AL,  a  Scottish  manufacturer  of 
mechanical  heart  valves,  has 
raised  £43  million  through  a 
placing  an  the  .Alternative 
Investment  Market  to  fuel  its 
attempt  to  break  America’s 
grip  on  toe  worldwide  market 

The  company,  which  makes 
itsUltrsmrtDtmgdiscvalvem 
Lanarkshire,  will  be  valued  at 
£24.1  million.  It  said  that  the 
money  will  allow  the  creation . 
of  a’  distribution  network 
across  Europe,  working  to-  - 
wards  its  target  of  a  15  per  cent 
command  of  the  global  mar¬ 
ket  in  seven  years. 

More  than  6.000  of  its 
valves  have  been  sold  in  18 
countries,  but  the  company 
said  toe  lack,  of  a  coherent 
network  was  impeding  its 
growth.  Worldwide  sales  of 
valves  totalled  $700  nufiioai  in 


1996.  The  market  was  domi¬ 
nated  by  US  companies. 

Aortech  is  foretasting  sales 
of  £2.17  million  in  the  year  to 
March  31,  and  a  pre-tax  loss  of 
£1.16  million-  It  plans  to  break 
even  later  this  year. 

Gordon  Wright,  co-founder 
and  chairman  of  the  company, 
is  buying  back  the  distribution 
rights  for  Ultracor  from  one  of 
his  other  companies  for 
£750,000.  He  and  Eddie 
McDaid,  managing  director, 
will  both  become  paper  mil¬ 
lionaires  after  the  placing, 
each  gaining  a.  shareholding 
worth  £6.65  million. 

Bell  Lawrie.  White  has 
placed  3.6  million  shares  with 
institutions  at  125p  apiece. 
Dealing  in  the  shares  begins 
cm  February  26. 
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Exporters 
expound 
on  success 


BRITAIN’S  exporters  believe 
that  persona]  contacts  are 
the  most  important  factor 
when  it  comes  to  success 
abroad,  according  to  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  345  British  businesses 
by  the  Chartered  Institute  of 
Marketing  (Alasdair  Mur¬ 
ray  writes). 

More  than  50  per  cent  of 
companies  said  export  strat¬ 
egies  were  influenced  by 
who  they  knew  and  by  first¬ 
hand  information  on  market 
conditions.  The  survey  sug¬ 
gests  local  contacts  are  con¬ 
sidered  more  important  in 
export  decisions  than  ex¬ 
change  rate  volatility,  which 
was  considered  important 
by  42  per  cent.  Only  25  per 
cent  considered  toe  impact  of 
regulations  and  tariffs  as  the 
most  important  issue,  while 
13  per  cent  said  that  lan¬ 
guage  barriers  restricted 
their  export  programme. 


Shares  record  for 
Commonwealth 


From  Rachel  Bridge  in  Sydney 


SHARES  of  Commonwealth 
Bank.  Australia’s  biggest  re¬ 
tail  bank,  rose  to  a  record  on 
the  Australian  stock  exchange 
yesterday  after  the  company 
unveiled  an  II  per  cent  rise  in 
first-half  operating  profits  to 
A$602  million  (E300  million), 
comfortably  ahead  of 
expectations. 

Commonwealth  shares  rose 
50  cents  to  A$I3.91,  weD  ahead 
of  the  A$10.45  price  at  which 
the  Australian  Government 
sold  its  remaining  50.4  per 
cent  stake  in  the  bank  last 
July.  Banking  analysts  had 
been  looking  for  an  operating 
profit  of  about  A$550  million 
for  the  half  year  to  December. 

Most  of  the  improvement  in 
profits  came  from  strong 
growth  in  lending  volumes  as 
a  result  of  toe  bank's  move  to 
lead  the  way  in  cutting  mort¬ 


gage  rates  in  the  Australian 
market  David  Murray,  man¬ 
aging  director,  said:  “The 
bank's  decision  last  June  to 
lower  the  standard  variable 
home  loan  interest  rate  result¬ 
ed  in  home  lending  growth 
above  expectations.  The 
strong  growth  in  business 
volumes  reflects  the  very  posi¬ 
tive  response  try  customers  to 
our  determination  to  provide  a 
competitive  range  of  hanking 
and  financial  services  that 
meets  their  needs." 

Commonwealth  Bank  yes¬ 
terday  announced  a  further 
0.7  per  cent  reduction  in  its 
standard  home  loan  rate  to 
7.55  per  cent  and  a  0.4  percent 
cut  in  its  basic  home  loan  rate 
to  6.95  per  cent.  Mr  Murray 
said  that  the  bank  is  now  also 
likely  to  exceed  profit  expecta¬ 
tions  for  the  full  year. 


Life  Sciences  in  line 
with  forecasts  at  £24m 


By  Martin  Barrow 


msr 


* 


XJFE  SCIENCES  Interna¬ 
tional,  the  laboratory  equip¬ 
ment  company  that  has 
agreed  to  a  £235.9  million 
takeover  bid  by  Thermo 

instrument  Systems,  of  the 
United  States,  yesterday  re- 
norted  a  rise  m  .pre-tax 
profits  to  £23.89  million  m 
1996,  from  £20.7  raflbon  m 
the  previous  year.  , 

The  results,  which  were  m 

^  with  an  estiniategivm 

by  the  company  wto  ^ 
2  hid  was  announced  last 
rmjnth.  included  a  netewep-  ■ 

. 

before  tax  and  occepuonal 

Eos  rose  to  £27^  million. 

from  £24  million- 
The  company, 
chainnan  is  Sir  Christopher 
Bland,  said  the  consolida- 


Bland:  difficult  conditions 


tftm  within  the 
cal  industry,  and.  pressure  on 
healthcare  costs  ,  in  developed 
countries  continued  to  pro¬ 
duce  difficult  trading-  condi¬ 
tions.  These  conditions  were 
beginning  to  recede,  although 


competition  remains  intense. 
The  restructuring  pro¬ 
gramme.  aimed  at  reducing 
costs,  is'  expected  to  yield 
additional  pretax  profits  of 
£35  million  a  year. 

.Turnover  last  year  rose  to 
£229.97  million,  from  £2048 
million,  bolstered  by  a  foil- 
year  contribution  from  Spec- 
time  Instruments,  the  Amer¬ 
ican  speaophoromeiBr  manu¬ 
facturer  acquired  in  1995. 
Underlying  sales  growth,  ad¬ 
justed  for  toe  impact  of  acqui¬ 
sitions  and  currency  fluctua¬ 
tions,  was  8  per  cent 

Earnings,  fully  diluted,  rose 
to  8.6p  a  share  from  7.8p.  The 
total  dividend  is  increased  to 
4.6p  a  share  from  4.4p,  with  a 
second  interim  dividend  of  3p. 

Thermo  said  yesterday  that 
it  had  received  valid  accep¬ 
tances  in  respect  of  63-84  Do¬ 
cent  of  Life  Sciences.' In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  bidder  has  acquired  a 
326  per  cent  interest  The  offer 
has-  been  extended  until- 
March  4. 


RJB  explores  plan  for 
clean  coal  power  plant 


By  Our  City  State 


RJB  MINING  has  initiated  a 
joint  study  with  Texaco  to 
explore  the  feasibility  of  devel¬ 
oping  Britain's  first  large- 
scale  .  "dean  coal"  power 
station. 

The  proposed  new  station  at 
Kdlingley  in  West  Yorkshire 
would  incorporate  technology 
currently  in  operation  at  a 
Texaco  plant  in  Tampa.  Flori¬ 
da,  with  a' proven  record  far 
efficiency  and  emission  reduc¬ 
tion  and  could  kick-start  de¬ 
mand  fix’ similar  projects. 

RJB,  the  company  that  suc¬ 
ceeded  British  Coal  m  England 
and  Wales,  is  assessing  {dans 
for  the  development  of  a 
400  MW  dean  coal  power  sta¬ 
tion  on  a  site  adjacent  to  RIB’S 
Keflingley  colliery.  The  site. has 
ready  access  to  all  the  facilities 
needed  to  sustain  new  genera¬ 
tion  capacity,  including  fuel 
access  to  the  grid  system,  water 
and  a  skilled  workforce.. 

Once  planning  consents 


Budge:  crating  opportunity 


have  been  obtained  the  dean 
coal  power  station  would  take 
a  bout  two  years  to  construct.  It 
world  generate  enough  power 
to  supply  a  city  the  site  of 
Sheffield  and  world  consume 
about  one  million  tonnes  of 


coal  a  year,  just  half  the 
planned  annual  output  of  toe 
KUlingley  mine,  where  700 
people  are  employed.  It  would 
incorporate  Texaco’s  gasifica¬ 
tion  technology  in  an  integrat¬ 
ed  gasification  combined  cyde 
plant  similar  to  the  one  in 
Tampa. 

Richard  Budge,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  RJB.  said:  “This  is  an 
exciting  opportunity  offering 
the  first  commercial-scale  dev¬ 
elopment  of  dean  coal  technol¬ 
ogy  in  the  UK." 

Mr  Budge  said  he  hoped  the 
project  would  encourage  the 
development  of  other  dean 
coal  facilities  to  ensure  the 
market  for  coal  remained 
strong  well  into  the  next 
century. 

He  added:  “We  believe  that 
just  as  there  are  targets  for 
renewable  technologies,  inside 
tracks  for  gas  power  stations 
and  a  levy  to  support  the 
nuclear  programme,  there 
should  be  a  programme  for 
clean  coal  technology." 
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Also  in  80  other 
points  in  between. 


Stay  on  business  at  any  one  of  82 
Forte  Posthouse  hotels  throughout  the 
UK  and  Ireland,  including  city  centre 
and  international  airport  locations. 
You  can  also  collect  points  towards 


FREEW] 


ND  ACCOMMODATION 


AND  DISCOUNTED  LEISURE  BREAKS 


at  over  150  Forte  Hotels 
to  enjoy  with  your  family  or  friends. 
To  join  PointsCard 
or  to  make  a  reservation  call 

0800  40  40  40 

or  contact  your  travel  agent 
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Court  of  Appeal 


Secondary  disaster  victim  cannot  recover 


McFarlane  v  Wilkinson  and 
Another 

Hegarty  vE.  L  Caledonia 
Ud 

Before  Lord  Justice  Saviile.  Lord 
Justice  Hutchison  and  Lord  Justice 
Brooke 

{Judgment  February  5J 
A  plaintiff  on  a  support  vessel  near 
the  Piper  Alpha  oil  rig  explosions 
could  not  recover  damages  for 
injury  us  u  primary  victim,  as  it 
was  not  reasonably  foreseeable  to 

the  defendants  that  the  chain  of 
events  triggered  off  by  their  neg¬ 
ligence  would  include  the  risk  that 
surname  of  reasonable  fortitude 
would  reasonably  have  such  a  fear 
of  immediate  injury  to  himself  as 
to  lead  to  shock-induced  psychi¬ 
atric  illness. 

Nor  could  he  succeed  in  an 
action  for  breach  of  srutuiory  duly 
as  be  awJd  not  satisfy  the  court 
■hat  a  likely,  and  not  merely  a 
foreseeable  outcome  of  the  relevant 
breach  of  duty,  was  that  the  mental 
health  of  someone  on  a  rescue 
vessel  more  than  IQt)  metres  away 
would  be  impaired. 

While  it  was  no  doubt  true  that 
some  litigants  achieved  favourable 
settlements  or  obtained  judgments 
which  they  should  not  have  ob¬ 
tained  if  the  law  had  been  applied 
correctly,  because  counsel  in¬ 
cluded  some  matter  in  the  plead¬ 
ings  which  in  his  or  her  opinion 
was  not  likely  to  succeed  at  trial 
but  which  was  reasonably  argu¬ 
able:  it  would  be  quite  wrong  to 
conclude  from  those  facts  (hat 
hamsters  who  decided  in  the 
exercise  of  their  judgment  not  to 
include  such  pleas  were  ipso  facto 
negligent 

The  consequence  of  that  would 
be  that  the  measure  of  damages 
would  he  the  loss  of  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  recover  sums  to  which  one 
was  not  lawfully  entitled. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in 
allowing  appeals  by  Mr  Nigel 
Wilkinson.  QC  and  Miss  Anna 


Guggenheim,  of  counsel,  against 
so  much  of  the  judgment  of  Mr 
Justice  Rix  on  July  26,  1995  as 
faded  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  a 
statement  of  claim  in  an  action  for 
professional  negligence  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  their  alleged  failure,  inter 
aUa,  to  indude  in  the  pleadings  an 
alternative  allegation  of  breach  of 
statutory  duty  in  an  action  for 
damages  for  negligence  brought 
by  Mr  Fronds  McFarlane  against 
E.  E.  Caledonia  Ltd:,  and  in 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  Mr 
Wilton?  Hegarty  from  a  derision 
of  Mr  Justice  PopplewdL  on  a 
preliminary  point,  on  December  I. 
1995.  that  he  was  not  owed  any 
relevant  common  law  or  statutoiy 
duty  by  the  defendants.  E.  E. 
Caledonia  Lid.  arising  out  of  the 
Piper  Alpha  explosion. 

Regulation  32  of  the  Offshore 
installations  (Operational  Safety 
Health  and  Welfare]  Regulations 
IS1 1976  No  101VJ  provides; 

“(3)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 
person  while  on  or  near  an 
offshore  installation  —  (a)  not  to  do 
anything  likely  to  endanger  the 
safety  or  health  uf  himself  or  other 
persons  on  or  near  the  installation 
or  to  render  unsafe  any  equipment 
used  on  or  near  it.” 

Mr  Rupert  Jackson.  QC  and  Mr 
Roger  Stewart  for  Mr  Wilkinson 
and  Miss  Guggenheim;  Mr  Benet 
Hytner.  QC  and  Mr  Paul 
Lnnergan  for  Mr  McFarlane;  Mr 
Christopher  Gardner.  QC  and  Mr 
Jonathan  Waite  for  Mr  Hegarty; 
Mr  Adrian  Hamilton.  QC  and  Mr 
Alistair  SchafT  For  E.  E.  Caledonia 
Ltd. 

LORD  JUSTICE  BROOKE  said 
that  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
ruling  on  a  preliminary  issue  it 
was  taken  as  agreed  that  each 
plaintiff  had  suffered  psychiatric 
injury  as  a  result  of  witnessing 
horrifying  events  in  the  North  Sea 
at  the  time  of  the  Piper  Alpha 
disaster  in  July  1988. 

Both  men  were  employed  as 
painters  on  that  rig  during  the  day 


and  at  night  were  housed  m  the 
MV  Thoms,  which  was  lying 
about  550  metres  south-west  of  the 
rig  when  the  first  explosion  occ¬ 
urred  at  about  10pm. 

Miss  Guggenheim,  as  junior 
counsel  and  Mr  Wilkinson,  as 
leading  counsel  were  instructed  to 
ad  for  Mr  McFarlane-  His  daim 
succeeded  on  a  preliminary  issue 
of  liability  before  Mrs  Justice 
Smith  In  December  1992  but  that 
judgment  was  overturned  by  [he 
Court  of  Appeal  (The  Times 
September  30. 1993). 

in  July  1995  Mr  Justice  Rix  gave 
judgment  on  Mr  McFartone's 
claim  that  the  barristers  were 
negligent.  In  short,  the  judge  held 
that  if  it  could  be  shown  the 
original  defendants  were  in  breach 
of  a  statutory  duty  owed  to  any 
person  on  or  near  the  Piper  Alpha, 
then  Mr  McFarlane.  as  another 
person  near  the  Piper  Alpha  at  the 
relevant  time,  could  have  recov- 
ered  damages  for  his  psychiatric 
illness. 

The  judge  rejected  a  contention 
by  Mr  Hytner  chat  even  if,  con¬ 
trary  to  his  view,  Mr  McFarlane 
had  no  viable  cause  of  action  for 
breach  of  statutory  duty,  he  could 
nevertheless  recover  damages  for 
the  loss  of  the  opportunity  of 
negotiating  an  out  of  court  settle¬ 
ment  in  reliance  on  that  point 
because  through  his  barristers' 
negligence  the  point  had  nor  been 
pleaded. 

On  December  1. 1995  Mr  Justice 
Popplewell  gave  judgment  in  Mr 
Hepanys  action,  which  included  a 
claim  for  damages  for  breach  of 
statutory  duty. 

In  doing  so  he  differed  from  Mr 
Justice  Rix  on  the  interpretation  of 
the  relevant  regulation.  For  (hat 
reason  both  appeals  were  listed  to 
be  heard  together. 

The  attractiveness  of  a  daim 
arising  from  the  regulations  to 
plaintiffs  in  the  position  of  Mr 
McFarlane  and  Mr  Hegarty  was 
that  a  cause  of  action  for  breach  of 


statutory  duty,  if  a  good  one.  would. 

with  one  bound  free  them  from  the 
control  mechanisms  imposed  cm 
the  claims  of  secundaiy  victims  by 
the  House  of  Lords  in  Alcock  v 
Chief  Constable  of  South  York¬ 
shire  Police  019921  l  AC  310)  in 
much  the  same  wav  as  most  of  the 
successful  police  plaintiffs  in  Frost 
v  Chief  Constable  of  South  York¬ 
shire  Police  (The  Times  November 
b.  IWi)  were  able  to  recover 
damages  as  primary  victims  by 
reason  of  a  breach  of  duty  con¬ 
tained  in  their  contracts  of 
employment. 

If  the  plaintiffs  could  bring  their 
cases  within  the  language  of  the 
regulation,  that  imposed  strict 
liability:  see  MacMillan  v  Wimpey 
Offshore  Engineers  and  Construc¬ 
tors  (1991  SLT5IF). 

His  Lordship  considered  that  on 
the  evidence  Mr  Justice  Popplewell 
had  been  right  not  la  identify  Mr 
Hegarty  as  a  primary  victim.  Once 
he  had  found  that  a  fireball  which 
frightened  Mr  Hegarty  had 
stopped  short  of  Thoms,  and  that 
Tharus  had  come  close  to  danger 
but  was  not  in  lau  ever  in  danger, 
it  was  almost  inevitable  that  be 
should  hold  that  Mr  Hegortys 
fear  for  his  life  was  not  a  rational 
one.  After  all  the  fireball  fizzled  out 
more  than  50  metres  away  from 
where  Mr  Hegarty  was  when  he 
saw  it. 

Turning  to  Mr  Hegarty*  claim 
for  breach  of  statutory  duty,  it  had 
been  persuasively  submitted  id  the 
court  that  the  mere  fact  that  a 
breach  of  statutory  duty  caused  the 
plaintiffs  injury,  an  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  'but  for  test  or  any 
similar  test,  was  not  sufficient. 

The  plaintiff  must  fall  within  the 
dass  of  persons  which  the  statute 
was  intended  to  protect. 

Most  of  the  1976  Regulations 
were  concerned  with  protecting  the 
safety  of  the  installation  in  ques¬ 
tion  and  those  on  iL  Regulation  32 
was  different  because  it  included 
those  who  were  near  the  installa¬ 


tion  when  the  breach  occurred. 
However,  his  Lordship  was  quite 
satisfied,  from  the  arguments  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  court,  that  they  only 
qualified  for  protection  if  the 
breach  was  likely  lo  endanger 
ihem.  that  is  that  it  was  probable 
that  it  would. 

In  order  to  succeed  the  plaintiff 
would  have  to  satisfy  the  court  that 
a  likely,  and  not  merely  a  possible 
foreseeable  outcome  of  the  breach 
of  duty  was  that  die  mental  health 
of  someone  on  a  rescue  vessel  more 
titan  tOO  metres  away  would  be 
impaired. 

During  the  course  of  his  sub¬ 
mission*  on  the  barristers*  appeal, 
Mr  Hytner  boldly  argued  that  if  a 
point  was  properly  arguable  and 
had  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
success  then  a  barrister  would  be 
in  breach  of  a  duty  of  care  to  his 
client  if  thar  punt  was  not  included 
in  the  pleading. 

He  pointed  out  chat  it  was  not 
unknown  for  unzneritorious  points 
to  succeed  at  trial  or  for  diems  to 
accept  sums  offered  in  settlement 
because  they  mistakenly  saw  more 
merit  in  the  point  than  was 
justified. 

The  evidence  showed  that  junior 
counsel  had  interpreted  the  effect 
of  regulation  32(J)[a)  correctly.  She 
was  also  correct  in  her  judgment 
that  a  plea  uf  breach  uf  statutory 
duty  added  nothing  to  the  plea 
based  an  negligence,  involving  as 
it  did  the  higher  hurdle  of  likeli¬ 
hood.  or  probability,  rather  than 
foreseeable  possibility. 

ft  was  quire  absurd  to  consider 
that  she  could  he  liable  in  neg¬ 
ligence  for  exercising  her  judg¬ 
ment  in  the  way  that  she  did.  or 
that  leading  counsel  could  be 
negligent  in  foiling  to  advise  the 
indusion  of  that  plea. 

Lord  Justice  Hutchison  and 
Lord  Justice  Saviile  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Reynolds  Porter 

Chamberlain;  Evil!  &  Coleman; 
Levinson  Gray;  Inoe  &  Company. 
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Federation  can  be  sued  as  employers’  organisation 


National  Federation  of  Self- 
Employed  and  Small  Busi¬ 
nesses  lid  v  Phflpott 
Before  Mr  Justice  Kirkwood,  Lord 
Gladwin  of  Clee  and  Mrs  J. 
Matthias 

{Judgment  January  311 
The  National  Federation  of  Self- 
Employed  and  Small  Businesses 
Lid,  an  organisation  with  a 
membership  of  2004)00  with  the 
object  of  protecting,  promoting 
and  furthering  the  interests  of 
persons  who  wen?  self-employed  or 
who  directed  or  controlled  small 
businesses,  was  held  to  be  an 
-organisation  of  employers" 
within  section  12  of  the  Sex 
Discrimination  Act  1975.  so  that  a 
woman  whose  membership  was 
not  renewed  was  entitled  to  bring  a 
complaint  of  sex  discrimination 
against  (l 

The  Employment  Appeal  Tri¬ 
bunal  so  held  when  dismissing  an 
appeal  from  an  industrial  tribunal 
sitting  at  .Ashford.  Kenr  last  June 


that  it  had  jurisdiction  to  hear  a 
complaint  by  the  applicant.  Mrs  E. 
Phil  port,  that  the  federation  had 
unlawfully  discriminated  against 
her  on  the  ground  of  her  sex  or 
marital  status. 

Section  12  of  the  1975  An 
provides: 

"(l)  This  section  applies  to  an 
organisation  or  workers,  an  org¬ 
anisation  of  employers,  or  any 
other  organisation  whose  mem¬ 
bers  carry  on  a  particular  pro¬ 
fession  or  trade  for  the  purposes  of 
which  the  organisation  exists. . . 

”13)  It  is  unlawful  for  an  organis¬ 
ation  to  which  this  section  applies, 
in  the  case  of  a  woman  who  is  a 
member  of  the  organisation,  to 
discriminate  against  her ...  (b)  by 
depriving  her  of  membership. . ." 

Ms  Daphne  Romney  for  the 
federation;  Mr  Michael  Enid  for 
the  applicant 

MR  JUSTICE  KIRKWOOD, 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the 
tribunal,' said  that  the  applicant 


and  her  husband  had  been  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  federation  for  years. 
In  1995.  the  federation  had  con¬ 
ducted  some  disciplinary  process 
against  Mr  Philport  in  which  the 
applicant  had  represented  her 
has  hand.  In  January  1995  the 
national  council  of  the  federation 
decided  not  to  renew  her 
membership. 

The  applicant  maintained  she 
had  been  discriminated  against  on 
the  ground  or  her  sex  or  marital 
status  and  made  a  complaint  to  an 
.  industrial  tribunal  under  section 
"  12  of  the  1975  Act. 

In  response  the  federation  took 
the  preliminary  point  that  it  was 
not  an  organisation  to  which 
section  12  applied. 

The  federation  argument  was 
twofold: 

1  While  a  majority  of  its  members 
were  in  fact  employers,  a  minority 
were  self-employed  people  who 
had  no  employees.  Thus  it  foiled  to 
quality  as  an  organisation  of 
employers  on  the  membership  test 


2  The  purpose  of  the  formation  of 
the  organisation  was  not  primarily 
io  do  with  the  interests  of  members 
as  employers  but  to  do  with  then- 
interests  as  business  people. 
Accordingly  it  failed  to  quality  on 
the  purpose  lest. 

The  declared  objects  of  the 
federation  were  to:  “protect,  pro. 
mote  and  further  the  interests  or 
persons  who  are  self-employed  or 
direct  or  control  small  businesses 
and  to  provide  a  national  voice  and 
platform  for  such  persons." 

The  phrase  "employers'  associ¬ 
ation"  was  defined  in  section  122(1) 
of  the  Trade  Union  and  Labour 
Relations  (Consolidation)  Act  1992. 
That  was  a  separate  and  distinct 
Acr  of  Parliament  with  different 
purposes  from  the  Sex  Discrimina¬ 
tion  Act  and  the  federation  was  not 
an  employers'  association  within 
the  meaning  of  the  1992  Act 

Nevertheless  it  was  worthy  of 
note  that  an  employers'  association 
was  defined  in  the  1992  Act  as 
consisting  “wholly  or  mainly"  of 


Deducting  benefit  from  sum  paid  into  court 


Houghton  v  British  Coal 
Corporation 

Before  Lord  Justice  Waite  and  Mr 
Justice  Singer 
(Judgment  January  28| 

Where  a  defendant  in  a  persona! 
injury  actum  proposed  to  make  a 
payment  into  court  and.  pursuant 
to  section  93f2)(a)(i)  of  the  Soda) 
Security  Administration  Act  1992, 
withheld  a  certified  amount  of  total 
benefit  to  which  the  plaintiff  had 
become  entitled  as  a  result  of  his 
injury,  the  actual  sum  in  court  was 
the  net  figure  reached  after  deduct¬ 
ing  that  statutory  withholding. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held, 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  British 
Coal  Corporation,  defendants  in  a 
personal  injury  action,  against  the 
order  of  Judge  Harkins  at 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne  County 
Court  on  August  a.  1995.  whereby 
he  set  aside  Deputy  District  Judge 
Powell's  order  upholding  accep¬ 
tance  or  their  payment  into  court 
by  the  plaintiff.  Terence 
Houghton.  The  acceptance  had 
resulted  in  a  stay  of  the  action. 

Miss  Catherine  Foster  (hr  the 
defendants:  Mr  Christopher 

Makey  for  the  plaintiff. 

LORD  JUSTICE  WATTE  said 
that  the  defendants  admitted 
liability  ar,d  proposed  to  make  a 
payment  into  court.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Stoal  Security  certified 


£9,200  as  the  relevant  deduction  of 
total  benefit  under  the  1992  Act. 

The  defendants  gave  the  plaintiff 
notice  of  payment-in  of  E25.0G0 
and  added  that  they  had  withheld 
£9200  from  their  payment  into 
court  in  accordance  with  the 
relevant  legislation.  The  actual 
amount  paid  in  was  E(5J0t. 

The  message  which  the  defen¬ 
dants  intended  to  convey  by  thar 
notice  was  that  £152100  net  had 
been  paid  in,  being  £25.000  less  the 
statutory  withholding. 

The  plaintiff's  solicitors  inter¬ 
preted  the  notice  as  a  total  pay¬ 
ment  of  £34200.  of  which  £25.000 
had  been  paid  in.  On  their  advice 
the  plaintiff  accepted  Lite  payment. 

Section  M3  of  the  |W2  Act 
provided  a  limited  exception  to  the 
absolute  prohibition  in  section  H2 
nf  any  payment  uf  damages  by  a 
compensator  without  making  the 
statutory  withholding  of  the 
amount  certified  in  the  certificate 
of  total  benefit. 

In  that  instance,  the  com¬ 
pensator  might  either  apply  in 
advance  fur  a  certificate  of  total 
benefit  before  he  paid  any  money 
into  court  and  withhold  (he 
amount  nf  the  certificate  from  the 
money  paid  in  (section  93(2)fajli)j; 
or  he  might  make  a  payment  in 
without  deduction,  rendering  him¬ 
self  liable  to  pay  the  amount  later 
certified  (section  93i2)lajfiifi. 


The  former  option  precluded 
doubt  as  to  the  amount  payable  to 
the  Department  of  Social  Security 
and  invoked  the  statutory  enlarge¬ 
ment  under  section  93{3|fh).  where¬ 
by  moneys  paid  into  awn  were  to 
be  treated  os  increased  by  the 
amount  of  the  certificate. 

Therefore,  any  plaintiff  in  a 
personal  injury  action  who  was 
informed  that  the  defendant,  in 
making  a  payment-in,  had  elected 
to  follow-  the  first  option  had  to  be 
taken  as  aware  that  the  payment - 
in  was  one  to  which  the  statutory 
withholding  applied.  He  therefore 
had  notice  that  the  amount  re¬ 
garded  as  paid  inm  court  had  been 
calculated  under  section  93131(b)  by 
adding  the  amuunr  of  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  total  benefit  to  some  lesser 
figure  representing  the  sura  ac¬ 
tually  paid  into  court 

The  notice  nf  payment  into  court 
in  the  present  case  fell  io  be  read  as 
a  notice  (hat  the  defendants  were 
proceeding  under  the  firsr  option 
and  that  the  sum  paid  into  court 
was  a  sum  which,  when  ag¬ 
gregated  with  the  amount  of  the 
sum  withheld,  yielded  L5.0DO. 

Judge  Harkins  thought  that  the 
plaintiff's  solicitors'  mistake  was 
sufficient  m  give  the  court  jurisdic¬ 
tion  tn  intervene  lo  set  aside  the 
payment-in.  Lambert  v  Mainland 
Market  Deliveries  Ltd  (|1977|  l 
WLR  825).  going  beyond  the  in¬ 


stances  of  court  error  in  Goins- 
bomugh  Mixed  Concrete  Ud  v 
Duplex  Petrol  Installations  Ud 
IJ|9bS|  1  WLR  I4b3),  indicated  that 
there  w  as  a  reserv  e  power  to  tiff  a 
stay  resulting  from  acceptance  of  a 
payment-in. 

But  it  was  plain  that  the  power 
had  to  be  exercised  very  sparingly 
and  was  limited  to  the  instances 
there  died  sodi  as  a  typing  error 
or  conduct  amounting  lo  miscon¬ 
duct  or  foul  play.  There  were  no 
such  circumstances  in  the  present 
case. 

Although  unambiguous,  the  leg¬ 
islation  was  nut  without  complica¬ 
tion  and  there  was  a  risk  that  it 
might  be  misunderstood  by  a  party* 
conducting  ms  own  case. 

The  relevant  Rules  Committee 
might  wish  in  consider  whether 
Form’  2?  uf  Appendix  A  to  Order 
22.  rule  J  o f  the  Rules  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  required 
amendment  to  refer  to  the  1992  Act 
might  he  amended  so  as  tn  spell 
out-  that  the  money  actually  in 
court  was  the  net  figure  reached 
after  making  the  statutory 
withholding  and  whether  there 
should  be  3  county  court  form  in 
similar  terms. 

Mr  Justice  Singer  agreed. 

Sul  jurors.  Nabarrn  Nathan  son. 
Doncasier,  Brian  Thompson  & 
Partners.  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 


employers  or  individual  owners  of 
undertakings  and  earlier  legisla¬ 
tion  used  the  same  phrase. 

U  had  been  argued  by  the 
applicant  before  die  industrial 
tribunal  that  the  federation  in  fata 
put  forward  names  of  members  for 
the  employers'  panel  for  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  members  for  industrial 
tribunals  and  that  having  accepted 
that  it  was  an  organisation  repre¬ 
sentative  of  employers  it  could  not 
then  argue  it  was  not  an  employ¬ 
ers' organisation. 

That  argument  was  accepted  by 
the  industrial  tribunal.  Although 
the  appeal  tribunal  could  see  a 
passible  difference  between  an 
organisation  representative  of 
employers  and  an  organisation  nf 
employers,  what  was  important 
was  that  the  federation  had  as  one 
of  its  important  characteristics  that 
it  was  representative  of  employers. 

The  appeal  tribunal  rejected  the 
importance  attached  by  counsel  for 
the  federation  to  the  "membership 
test"  and  the  “purpose  test"  as  too 
narrow,  it  was  more  helpful  to 
look  at  characteristics. 

The  federation  represented  its 
members  who  were  predomi¬ 
nantly  employers  specifically  as 
employers  as  well  as  across  a 
range  of  other  matters.  It  was  an 
organisation  of  employers  within 
the  meaning  of  section  12  af  the 
1975  Act  and  the  industrial  tri¬ 
bunal's  decision  would  be  upheld. 

Solicitors:  Wallace  Robinson  & 
Morgan.  Solihull:  Harman  & 
Harman,  Canterbury. 


Esso  Petroleum  Co  Ud  v 
M3too 

Before  Lord  Justice  Simon  Brown, 
Lord  Justice  Thorpe  and  Sir  John 
TJalcombe 

[Judgment  February  51 
Modern  commercial  practice  was 
to  treat  a  payment  by  direct  debit 
in  the  same  way  as  a  payment  by 
cheque  and,  as  such,  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  cash.  In  general,  a  payment 
by  direct  debit  for  goods  or  sen-ices 
received  should  preclude  a  defence 

of  sci -oft 

The  Court  of  .Appeal  (Lord 
Justice  Simon  Brown,  dissenting 
on  the  above  point)  so  stated 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  plain¬ 
tiffs.  Esso  Petroleum  Co  Lid.  from 
the  decision  of  Judge  Anthony 
Thompson.  QG  sitting  in  Exeter  as 
a  judge  of  the  Queen's  Bench 
Division  on  June  21. 199b  whereby 
he  dismissed  their  appliration  for 
summary  judgment  against  the 
defendant  Howard  James  Milton. 

The  defendant  was  the  licensee 
Of  two  of  the  plaintiffs'  stsrvioe 
stations  in  Exeter.  His  case  was 
that  he  could  not  continue  to 
operate  those  stations  profitably  on 
the  ever  more  stringent  financial 
terms  the  plaintiffs  were  imposing, 
so  that  he  regarded  the  business 
relationship  between  them  as 
being  over. 

Between  April  I  and  9,  1996  the 
plaintiffs  made  nine  fuel  deliveries 
to  the  defendant  totalling  EI67J3S5. 
Deliveries  were  routinely  paid  for 
under  direct  debit  arrangements. 
The  defendant  had  cancelled  his 
direct  debit  mandate  on  April  9. 

Mr  Mark  Hapgood.  QC.  for  die 
plaintiffs:  Mr  Michael  'Socle  for 
the  defendant. 

LORD  JUSTICE  SIMON 
BROWN  said  that  the  central 
question  was  whether  under  the 
direct  debit  system  the  debtor 
should  be  entitled  to  escape  the 
specially  restrictive  rules  as  to  the 
slay  of  judgments  and  the  scope  of 
defences  which  apply  with  regard 
to  dishonoured  cheques. 

In  submitting  not  Mr  Hapgood 
relied  on  Nova  (Jersey)  Knit  Ud  v 
Kammgam  Spinneri  GmbH 
0I977|  1  WLR  713.  721)  per  Lord 
Wilberforce.  Although  it  would  be 


commercially  convenient  (o  place 
direct  debit  arrangements  an  tne 
same  footing  as  cheques,  bis 
Lordship  was  ultimately  un- 

peiwadedtty  the  argument. 

The  plaintiffs  contended,  inter 
alia,  that  the  defendants  oounter- 
chrnn  did  not  truly  impugn  their 
entitlement  to  intmedfefa  payment 
for  fed  deliveries  so  that  no 
equitable  set-off  couJd  in  justice 
arise. 

Par  equitable  set-off  to  apply  h 
must  be  established  first  that  the 
counterclaim  was  at  least  as 
closely  connected  with,  die  same 
transaction  as  that  giving  rise ito 
the  claim,  and  second,  that  the 
relationship  between  the  resP^7 
live  claims  was  such  that  it  would 
be  manifestly  unjust  fa  allow  one 
to  be  enforced  without  regard  to 
the  other. 

The  mere  fact  both  daim  and 
counterclaim  arose  out  of  a  single 
trading  relationship  between  the 
parties  was,  in  his  Lordship's 
judgment,  wholly  insufficient  to 
support  an  equitable  set-off. 

His  Lordship’S  reasons  for 
accepting  the  plaintiffs'  insufficient 
connection  argument  included 
much  of  the  thinking  underlying 
their  direct  debit  argument. 

The  two  arguments  were  by  no 
means  mirror  images  of  each 
other,  in  particular  because  of  the 
additional  range  of  considerations 
to  which  regard  coukl.  indeed 
must,  he  had.  when  deciding  the 
insufficient  argument 

Not  least  among  those  was.  as 
stated,  the  essentially  liquid  nature 
of  the  commodity  here  supplied,  a 
consideration  obviously  irrelevant 
tn  tite  direct,  debit  argument 
Tempting  though  it  was  to  allow 
the  appeal  on  that  crisper,  nar¬ 
rower  ground,  his  Lordship  was 
convinced  that  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  do  so. 

To  treat  cheques  as  cash  was 
historically  justifiable  and 
achieved  a  broad  measure  of 
certainty  and  justice:  to  extend  that 
principle  to  direct  debit  arrange¬ 
ments  would  not  His  Lordship 
would  allow  die  appeal  only  on  the 
ground  of  insuffiaent  connection. 

LORD  JUSTICE  THORPE, 
agreeing  in  the  result,  said  that  he 


would  hold  for  the  plaintiffs  on  the 
direct  debit  argument- 

While  his  Lordship  was  con¬ 
scious  of  the  difficulties  and  dan¬ 
gers  involved  in  such  an  extension, 
he  believed  that  it  was  conststent 
with  the  principle  stated  t» 'Lad 
Wilberforoe  in  the  Nova  (Jersey/ 
Knit  case. 

Where  floods  were  efleenvety 

the  security  that  cash  brought 
when  for  mutual  convenience  the 
parries  had  adopted  toe  banking 
mechanism  in  general  usage  for 
the  transfer  of  cash  from  one 
account  to  another.  Twenty  years 
ago  that  was  stiff  try  cheque. 

The  defendant's  amtual  petrol 
purchases  under  the  licence  agre*> 
meats .  amounted  to  about  E5 
million  and  the  plaintiffs’  daffy 
collection  through  the  direct  debit 
system  for  all  petrol  safes  vaned 
between  £9  ana  £20  million.  The 
modem  mechanism  for  handling 
what  were  effectively  cash  sales”1 
ihat  scale  was  the  direct  debit 
system.  ...  . 

Soil  seemed  to  his  Lordship  that 
it  was  a  natural  evolution  rather 
than  an  extension  of  the  Nova  Knit 
principle  to  hold  that  the  seller  of 
goods  for  cash  transferred  by  the 
direct  debit  mechanism  should  be 
in  no  worse  position  than  if  he  had 
accepted  a  cheque  on  delivery. 

SIR  JOHN  BALCOMBE  agreed 
with  Lord  Justice  Thorpe  and 
would  allow  the  appeal  also  on  the 
ground  of  the  direct  debit  argu¬ 
ment.  Modem  commercial  prac¬ 
tice  was  to  treat  a  direct  debit  in  the 
same  way  as  a  payment  by  cheque 
and,  as  such,  the  equivalent  of 
cash 

Like  Lord  Justice  Thorpe,  his 
Lordship  accepted  the  fun¬ 
damental  principle  that,  in  gen¬ 
eral  a  payment  by  direct  debit  for 
goods  or  services  received  should 
predude  a  defence  of  set-off 

His  Lordship  agreed  with  Lord 
Justice  Simon  Brown,  and  for  the 
reasons  he  gave,  that  the  counter¬ 
claim  was  insufficiently  connected 
with  the  claim  to  allow  for  the 
defence  of  equitable  set-off. 

Solicitors:  Irwin  Mitchell.  Shef¬ 
field;  Anstey  Sargent  &  Probert. 
Exeter. 


Raising  illegality  under 
foreign  law 


Sharab  vSalfiti 
It  was  difficult  to  think  of  rircum- 
stances  where  it  would  be  lair  for 
die  Court  of  Appeal  to  allow  an 
application  by  one  party  to  legal 
proceedings  for  an  amendment  to 
be  made  so  as  to  plead  the 
commission  by  another  party  of  a 
serious  criminal  offence  under 
foreign  (aw. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord 
Justice  Nourse,  Lon!  justice  Judge 
and  Lord  Justice  Waller)  so  stated 
on  December  12  in  a  reserved 
judgment  refusing  an  application 
by  Usama  Salfiti  for  leave  to 
adduce  evidence  as  to  Libyan  law. 
.  and  dismissing  his  appeal  from 
Mr  Justice  Ferris  in  November 
1995  that  he  be  ordered  .fa-pay 
US$2.1  million  to  Daad  Sharab. 

LORD  JUSTICE  WALLER  said 
that  in  truth  the  defendant's 
application  to  introduce  evidence 
was  an  application  to  amend  the 
defence  fry  making  serious  allega¬ 
tions  against  the  plaintiff  to  which 


there  had  been  no  reference  at  the 
triaL 

If  a  party  wanted  to  take  a  point 
in  h is  favour  raising  illegality 
under  a  foreign  law  he  was  free  to 
do  so  but  it  had  lo  be  pleaded  and 
proved  like  any  other  aspect  of  the 
case.  The  allegation  that  someone 
had  committed  an  offence  was 
often  a  very  serious  allegation  to 


make. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  think  af 
circumstances  where  it  would  be 
fair  to  allow,  an  the  application  of  a 
party,  an  amendment  to  plead  the 
commission  oF  a  serious  offence 
under  foreign  law  for  the  first  time 
in  tiu  Court  of  Appeal,  never  mind 
the  introduction  of  fresh  evidence 
to  prove  it 


Cost  cutting  move 
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BUMl  w  Section  98  M  UM  laeoJ- 
wkt  to  JVM.  rfcat-a  rareUnq 
of  the  cmUroif  of  the  above 
turned  cmbsuat  will  be  told  at 

the  oULeee  of  Leonard  CnfiU  A 
Co,  elituiad  at  30  CaWhnmet 
Terrace,  (2nd  Floor)  London.  *7 
AU>.  on  94th  Fehrnary  1997  at 
1200  far  the  ^capaem  provided 
for  la  3ecOan  98  et  eeq.  n  la  not 
intended  re  g rappee  any  raaota- 
llona  0>  the  meeting  concerning 

Uqnldaton  mnmmtiuK  Jw»w- 

eeer  (be  mooting  mar  receive 
Information  about,  or  to  Galled 
Open  in  approve.  Uw  coata  of 
preparing  I  he  eUMement  of 
afloln  and  cunienlng  the 
meeting- 

A  an  ot  naraee  and  jiMwia'i  at 
(he  above  compoirr'i  ciedliun 
can  be  Mmpecred  at  ilvo  office!  of 
Leonard  Cattle  to  Go.  PO  Bot,  553, 

30  Cmbount  Terraw.  (2nd 
Floor),  London  W2  ALT.  tateUO 
thabousof  IOOO  am lu4.(X> pm 

on  Uw  Two  tnniaeae  date  preced¬ 
ing  the  Meeting  of  Credllote. 

Oiled  this  lOth  February  1997 
f  CAMLET.  Mrecrnr _ 


CEMUFKAIT  Of  REGISTRATION 
OF  ORDER  OF  COURT  AND 

Mature  art  Kgnacnori  or  cap- 

nu.  AND  SHARE  IftEJOUM 
ACCOUNT 

Company  No  2844979 
Wnn»  THROGMORTON  PRE¬ 
FERRED  INCOME  -TRUST  FLC 
loving  by  Special  Dtenlntioa 
rvdaded  He  capital  dad  ebare  pro* 
mkm  aonnuH  a*  confirmed  toy 
an  Otder  Of  tbe  High  Cun  of 
Jneriea.  Chancery  Dtvlalon  dated 
Ito  2*tlt  |amry  1997.  Noe* 
Itoiefcw*  I  hereby  certify  mat 
the  eald  Older  and  a  Miner* 
approved  by  the  Coart  MH *  XB9> 
titered  pttrouam  to  vnetfcxa  138 

of  the  Commutes  Act,  19SS,  os 
Uw  M  February  1997.  Gtem  a* 
Onanmln  fctonee.  Cardiff  the 
3rd  retmuiy  1997. 

Ur  F  A  JOSEPH 

For  The  Jhwdwnr  Of  Companlne 


UAKNCX  HOMES  (MALLORCA) 
LIMITED 

<1N  MEMBERS'  VOLUNTARY 
LKJOUUTKW' 

COMPANY  iwna  SMMW 

OB  31  January  1997  Urn  above 
company  wpe  planed  brio  Meta- 
ben'  Voluntary  Uqntdarioa  add 
|ohB  low  Km  and  Jtonin 
Ftahaun  of  Abbott  Hoota.  Abbey 
Setter,  Reading  SGI  3RD.  nan 
appointed  Joint  Llquidatim  by 
ito  Mrobeie 

The  Icrfut  UmUd-tianqlVP  notice 
pmacool  Mr  KnJe  4  JMA  of  U>e 
Ineotvency  Hulee  1964  rhul  the 
meditate  ot  ito  company  enti 
tend  detail*,  ba  Writing,  ot  any 
claim  jKplast  Ito  company  to  |  R 
HUE  Abbots  Hons*.  Abbey  Street. 
Reading.  RC1  3RD  by  7  April 
IW. 

The  total  Uqcddaion  abo  give 
nonce  under  Ike  jwnMM  of 
tale  AT82A(AJ  thai  on  7  Mot 
1997  ttoy  Inland  to  soke  a  final 
lettzm  to  oedkota  nto  hsee  eub- 
BdRed  cWdM  by  7  April  1997 
and  (ton  teal  to  no  further  dis¬ 
tribution  io  aedUcrs.  The  anal 
rotIMn  to  cmUtem  edl  be  made 
wlrluel  regard  lo  tbe  claim  nf 
any  person  b  respect  af  a  debt 
not  already  prowl 
The  company  b  aM*  to  pay  aB  of 

IN  known  creditors  In  fall 

I  R  HIUL  -  Wot  Umridatot 


Notice  ot  appotac 


Food.  Unriesd  __ 
Registered  Another  2330223 
Trading  naamCal 
Iterate  ot  bsslMet;  Moat 


v  3140 

Pate  of  appointment  of  jrtndale- 
oottee  MctlnKtt  3  February 

1997 

Same  of  peraon  appointing  dm 
odnrtntoratlve  nnbniO 
Notional  Weetnetoalar  Bank  B|c 
KuaeC>>  ot  atwlnlmrito 
tecelmm  Sue  bard  Tames  Roes, 
owes  Hofetor  Ro.  *20  of  Vic 
■oris  House,  74  union  Street. 
Nottingham  NCI  JOT  nod  Got 
dan  lain  Bonnet.  Office  Holder 
No.  <4906  oi  1  Rfyinnoud  Square, 
Btasoora  ta  4AD. _ 


.  SHEARER  HARRIS  LIMITED 

COMPANY  NUMBER  1D41M2 
REGENT 

f CAMBRIDGE!  LIMITED 
COKFANT  NUMBER  I2CUSAI 

TROTH  IN  KOUI  _ 

TARY  LIQUIDATION! 
NOTICE  TO  CV3STOKS 
(hi  3  February  19*7  the  etwee 
named  companies  ns  placed  la 

Members*  Voluntary  Llqaldetion 
JM  An  I  bony  VU-!cn  bonus  of 
Price  Waicztouse  ea>  operated 
Liquids  tat  by  the  shareholders 
The  Liquidator  glses  notice 
trader  the  prostalena  of  Rale 
A.  102 A  of  the  IrtooJvenCe  Bales 

198A  Uui  the  credit  cun  of  (to 
cranium  lea  man  send  tfeulls.  In 
•ntiisi  uf  any  claim  splsii  the  I 
craapanks  to  the  UgnhLitoi  at  • 

No  1  London  Bridge,  London  3T3  1 
9QL  by  12  Match  1997  which  U 
the  last  day  for  prosing  ■>-»—» 
Tto  Liquidator  also  glens  notice 
that  to  wto  then  rat*  a  final 
distilbaana  to  cndltots  and  that 

a  nvUtat  who  does  not  mate  a 
chdoa  by  tto  date  nuuntd  win 
not  to  tad  Dried  hi  the 
tUsuUmileu. 


CHARITY  COMMISSION 

Saint  Settle  Chatty 


wan 


lACDOdnl 


MM  a  scheme  for  this  charity.  A 
copy  of  rim  float  Scheme  can  be 
sees  Ot  the  oBIcee  af  EdOAMUe 


9K  Rutland  Place.  London  WtH 
AUTT.  of  can  be  nhtitwed  by  send- 


laps  lo  St.  Alban's  HratM.  57-40 
Haymattet.  Lonrioa  SMY  4CX 
gnering  to  above  ratMence. 


Reference;  Ai^fffwLCDjLdBI 

bare  audo  a  Sctoam  for  tu* 
charity.  A  copy  ran  be  twe  For 
the  next  month  at  The  sunto 
AsvxlMlaa.  CUSA  House. 
Xldttfwt  Street.  London  EC  IT 
.  SIT  or  a  copy  can  be  obtained  by 
AU  known  creditor!  have  been  or  ;  sending  a  stamped  ortdrened 
brill  be  paid  In  fan.  .  envelope  M  St  AIDant  Hooee. 

Date  12  Fehreaty  1997  57-40  Haymattet.  tnwloa  9W1f 

AV  Lomas  ■  Ltudflator _  I  4QX  guoriog  the  idWgw  above 


-tMlce  of  opptrintRm  of  Adrata-  j 

Beck  Food  Group  LtmhrJ  I 
Dogtateied  aomtoe  02344529  I 
TrarMraj  aamofs;  Beck  Mean  I 
Kent  l 


Trade  cbsslflcaUeac  2140 
Dote  at  appot  iranenr  nf  sdadnJa- 
tmlee  ■enlmCtt  3  fhbtwary 
19*7 

Kune  at  person  appelnUng  the 
■sdmlnhPTariee  receteeff.ejc  i 

Nutaiut  Wesnalmter  Bank  pic  J 
Nuwfi)  ot  ntfnrinhraatise  1 
receivers:  thtonl  |aie>s  Boea.  ] 
Office  Holder  No  4420  of  Vic.  i 
ud>  BMW.  74  HUtoB  Street,  i 
KuAllitalvem  MCI  SOT  and  Got.  j 
dan  lain  Bonnet.  Office  Holder ; 
1*0.  «7Dd  of  1  Btychwead  Stow.  } 

Clwmeg«Mt  -  J 


LEGAL  PUBLIC 
COMPANY 
k  PARLIAMENTARY 
NOTICES 

TO  PLACX  NOTICES  FOR  THIS 
SCCWOIS 

PLEASE  TELEPHONE 

0171  MO  4878 
FAX.-017I  481*313 

Notkcs  an  snblecf  <■> 
eonflnwarioa  and  should  to 
received  by  230pm  two  ddye 
Priori 


European  Law  Report 

Holding  bonds  is  not 
an  economic  activity 


Harnas  Si  Helm  CV  v 
Staatssecr  etaris  van 

Financien 

(Case  CSDJ^S) 

Before  G.  F.  Mandni.  President  (rf 
the  Sbnh  Chamber  and  Judges  C. 
N.  Kokouris.  P.  J.  G.  Kaptft’n.  G. 
Hirsch  and  H-  Ragncmalm 
Adtinote  General  N.  Fennell)' 
{Opinion  November  7. 
l Judgment  Februar\'6{ 

For  valueyoided  tax  purposes,  tbe 
mere  acquivition  and  holding  oT 
bends  and  receipt  of  inoame  there- 
from  were  not  to  be  regarded  as 
rennumic  activities,  oonfening  on 
the  bondholder  the  status  of  a 
taxable  person. 

The  Sixth  Chamber  of  tbe  Court 
of  Justice  uf  the  European  Commu¬ 
nities  so  hdti  on  a  reference  under 
article  177  of  ihe  EC  Treat)'  by  the 
Hogv  Road  der  Nederlanden  (Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Tlte  Netherlands) 
for  a  preliminary  ruling  on  a 
question  of  interpretation  of  artidc 
4  of  Sixth  Council  Directive 
77/3SS/EEC  of  May  (7. 1977  on  (he 
harmunisalion  of  the  laws  of  the 
member  states  relating  to  turnover 
taxes:  common  system  of  value 
adtfoJ  lax;  uniform  basis  of  assess¬ 
ment  |OJ  l*W7  LI  45  pi). 

Article  4  of  the  Sixth  Directive 
provides;  ”  Taxable  person'  shall 
mean  any  person  who  . . .  carries 
out  any  economic  activity 
referred  tn  in  paragraph  (2). . . 

“(Z)  .  ■  ■  fhe  exptaitaiion  of  . . . 
iniangiUc  propern  far  the  purpose 
uf  obtaining  income  therefrom  on 
a  continuing  basis  shall  ..1  he 
considered  an  economic 
activity. 

in  its  judement  the  Sixth  Cham¬ 
ber  of  the  Court  of  Justice  held: 

The  plaintiff,  a  limited  partner¬ 
ship.  held  share:,  and  bonds  issued 
by  bodies  and  undertaking  in  the 
USA. 

The  deduction  in  its  jaxrcmnurf 
VAT  it  had  been  charged  in 
cmnection  with  faun  transactions 
made  by  it  was  disallowed  on  the 
ground  that  it  had  not  carried  out 
any  wunumie  activity  within  arti¬ 
cle  4(3  of  the  directive  and  so  was 
not  a  (axabfe  fwrvoii  within  arride 
4(1). 

Artiek  4  amferred  a  very  wife 
scope  on  VAT  and  "exploitation"  in 
article  4(3  referred  tu  all  trans¬ 


actions.  whatever  their  legal  form, 
by  which  it  was  sought  to  obtain 
income  from  property  on  a  contin¬ 
uing  basis. 

However,  the  court  had  specified 
ihat  the  mere  acquisition  and 
holding  of  shares  in  a  company 
was  not  to  be  regarded  as  an 
economic  activity'  in  the  meaning 
of  the  Sixth  Directive,  -although 
certain  transactions  could  fell 
within  the  scope  of  VAT  where  they 
were  affected  as  part  or  a  share- 
dealing  activity  fu  secure  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  management  or 
enmpaniesor  were  a  dma.  perma¬ 
nent  and  necessary  extension  of 
the  taxable  activity:  see  for  exam¬ 
ple  Case  C-bQ/90  Potysar  Invest¬ 
ments  Netherlands  BV  v 
inspect  cur  der  Invoemxhten  en 
Acajnzcn.  Arnhem  flWIJ  ECR  I- 
3111  paragraphs  13-14). 

The  mere  acquisition  of  financial 
holdings  in  other  undertakings  did 
not  amount  M  the  exploitation  of 
pmpertj'  for  the  purpose  of  obtain¬ 
ing  income  therefrom  on  a  contin¬ 
uing  basis,  as  any  dividend  yielded 
fy  the  holding  was  merely  the 
result  of  ownership  nf  the  property. 

Contrary  to  what  had  beat 
submitted,  there  was  no  relevant 
distinction  between  the  acquisition 
and  holding  of  shares  and  the 
acquisition  and  holding  of  bonds. 

Tlw  activity  uf  a  bondholder 
could  be  defined  as  a  form  of 
investment  which  did  not  extend 
further  than  straightforward  asset 
numagumem. 

The  income  from  the  bonds 
derived  from  the  mere  feci  of 
hulding  them,  whidi  entitled  the 
faoider  fa  payments  of  interest. 

Such  interest  could  not.  there¬ 
fore.  be  regarded  as  a  return  on  an 
economic  activity  nr  transaction 
carried  out  fry 'the  bondholder, 
since  it  derived  from  the  mere 

ownership  of  the  bonds. 

On  those  grounds  the  Sixth 
Chamber  ruled; 

Article  -HZ)  of  the  Sixth  Directive 
was  to  be  interpreted  as  meaning 
that  the  mere  acquisition  of  owner¬ 
ship  in  and  the  holding  of  bonds, 
activities  which  were  not  subser¬ 
vient  to  any  other  business  activity, 
and  the  receipt  of  income  there¬ 
from  were  not  w  be  regarded  as 
economic  activities  conferring  on 
the  person  concerned  the  status  of 
a  taxable  person. 


Hoechst  Cdanese  Corpora¬ 
tion  v  BP  Chemicals  Ud  and 
Another 

in  the  light  of  current  pressure  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  litigation  in 
general,  and  patent -litigation  in 
particular,  parties  and  the  court 
must  be  astute  to  prevent  the 
expenditure  of  time,  effort  and 
money  on  Che  filing  and  challeng¬ 
ing  of  unnecessary  evidence. 

Where  a  plea  of  obviousness  was 
in  issue,  there  aright  wdl  be  strong 
arguments  for  holding  char  discov¬ 
ery  should  not  be  given  of  research 
or  development  work  carried  out. 


by  an  inventor  or  anyone  else,  if 
that  work  did  not  start  from,  or 
involve  consideration  of  the 
pleaded  prior  art. 

Mr  Justice  Laddie  so  stated  in 
the  Patents  Court  of  the  Chancery 
Division  on  february  b.  when 
rejecting  a  plea  of  obviousness  and 
upholding  the  validity  of  Hoechst 
Cdanese  Corporation’s  European 
Patent  (UK)  No  0,196.173,  relating 
to  the  removal  of  alkyl  iodides 
from  acetic  add,  which  he  held  had 
been  infringed  by  the  defendants. 
BP  Chemicals  Ltd  and  Pure  Lite 
International  Ltd. 


AN  I:\CLI  SIYE  OFFER  WITH 


NOW  PRINTED  IN  CHARLEROI 

Make  your 
family  or  friends 
living  abroad 
feel  at  home 

Set  up  a  subscription  to  The  Tunes  for  then  at 
substantial  discounts  off  local  cover  price  and  let 
them  enjoy  early  morning  delivery  on 
the  day  of  publication. 

SINGLE  DAY  SUBSCRIPTIONS  ALSO 
AVAILABLE. 

'7£e“7dme&m  fyxetfai wfyduuCfo5emid.<tt 


Sara  day  hand  defray  b  nwhtote  i&  IgleoiK  DBlBluin  -  itton  dtiag  France  ^  Parts 
and  pottnadae  82.  33,  SH;  tiitombotim  —  rtofantoria.  same  dey  datony  by  post 
WethwiaridB  —  main  dtan;  Swtttorimd  —  flanwa,  Bern  &  Zurich.  Mall  dahary  a 
uswfir^ omnlay  feto(«eapi  rat  of  Bropef.  Fiaaeecnl  (brdacait  on  toid  driwy 
andltoiOflAMMy. 
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NATIONAL  TRAINING  AWARDS 


Edward  Fennell  introduces  a  four-page  report  to  celebrate  the  NTA’s  tenth  anniversary  and  its  commitment  to  learning  for  life 


i!U*i»ulit\  under 
rt*i«n  law 
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A  showcase 
of  skills  to 


CMSHNROWBL 


the  world 


The  (quality  of  training  in 
UK  industry  wffi  be  a  vital 
issue  in  the  forthcoming 
general  election.  Already, 
as  part  erf  the  education  debate,  it 
features  prominently  as  one  of  tin; 
hottest  topics  on  the  political  agen¬ 
da.  But  ft  also  has  significance 
within  the  trade  and  industry 
wrangle  over  inward  investment 
and  competitiveness. 

A  recent  policy  document  from 
the  Labour  Party  declared:  “Britain 
needs  a  world-class  system  of 
education  and  training . . .  we  must 
act  now  to  equip  all  of  our  people 
with  the  necessary  skills  and  educa¬ 
tion  to  take  advantage  of  tile  infor¬ 
mation  and  technological  revolu¬ 
tion-" 

So  how  good  is  our  current 
system? 

The  winners  of  the  1996  National 
Training  Awards  (NTAs).  present 
in  London  yesterday  for  an  awards 
ceremony  hosted  by  Gillian 
Shephard.  Secretary  of  State  for 
Education  and  Employment;  dem¬ 
onstrate  that  there  are  now  scares 
of  examples  of  training  excellence. 

On  show  were  scans  100  organ¬ 
isation s  —  from  manufacturing  to 
retail,  financial  services  to  the  NHS 
—  together  with  18  individuals  who 
had  crane  through  a  series  of 
assessments  of  the  verve  and 

imaginativeness  with  which  _ 

they  had  tackled  fresh,  skills. 

At  tiie  heart  of  the  awards 
is  the  principle  that  training 
must  be  focused  on  the  real 
needs  of  an  organisation. 
Training  for  its  own  sake 
carries  little  weight  Instead, 
training  is  seen  as  an  invest¬ 
ment  of  time  and -money 
which  must  be  used  to 
achieve  concrete  objectives;  _____ 

In  short  there  should  be  a 
dear  "loop"  of  cause  and  effect 
which  links  the  development  and 
implementation  of  training  pro¬ 
grammes  with  improvements  in 
business  effectiveness.  Prue  Leith, 
the  patron  of  this  year's  awards, 
says  that  there  is  an  encouraging 
trend  in  industry  to  target  specific 
objectives. 

One  example  of  this  comes  from 
Southern  Electric,  which  was  faced 
with  the  retirement  of  500  experi¬ 
enced  staff  and  needed  to  restock  its 
skill  base  very  quickly.  It  identified 
27  key  tasks  and  400  staff  who 
would  perform  them.  It  then  put  on 
a  training  course  costing  033,000, 
which  transformed  the  organis¬ 
ation.  Both  the  company’s  costs  and 
complaints  dropped  sharply. 

The  key  question  about  the 
awards,  however,  is  whether  the 
winners  are  representative  of  the 


Secretary  of  State's  Award  for 
excellence  in  modern 

apprenticeships 

Tlve  British  Narrow  Fabric  Asso¬ 
ciation  Training  Chib  with 
South  Derbyshire  TEC  and  the 
Knitting  Lace  and  Narrow  Fab¬ 
ric  Industries  Training  Re¬ 
sources  Agency  (KLITRa) 
Secretary  of  State*  Award  for 

training  benefiting  those  with 

special  needs 

The  Workbridge  Centre 

The  Times  Award  for  meeting 
toe  cha Benge  of  international 

Service,  wi*  Karsh 

Consultancy 

The  CBl  Small  and  Medium 
enterprise  Connell  Award  for 
the  best  entry  from  »  snlgB 

Quidnunc  Limited 
The  Institute  for  Personnel  and 
Development  Awarfjor  the 
provision  of  framing  excellence 
NEC  Semiconductors  with  Lo¬ 
thian  &  Edinburgh  Enterprise 
U  nited,  Seagate  Mtaod?*™: 
its  Ud,  Motorola  Ltd  and  West 
Lothian  College 

The  Patron*  Award 
Ms  Jodey  Roberts 


UK  economy  as  a  whole,  or  merely 
islands  of  excellence  in  a  sea  of 
mediocrity. 

Vocational  training  used  to  be, 
with  some  important  exceptions, 
notoriously  weak.  There  is  now 
general  agreement  that  it  has 
improved  significantly,  but  still  not 
enough,  a  variety  of  government 
initiatives  —  of  which  tire  awards 
are  rate  of  the  best  known  —  have 
helped  to  create  die  recognition  that 
properly  managed  training  is  a 
vital  ingredient  in  business  success. 
By  prodding  role  models,  the 
NTAs  have  aimed  to  both  inspire 
and  teach  what  could  be  achieved  if 
training  were  delivered  effectively. 

This  year  provides  a  good  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  assess  how  valuable  the 
awards  have  been.  The  event  is 
celebrating  its  tenth  anniversary 
and  changes  are  afoot  which  will 
give  it  a  different  look  from  next 
year.  In  particular,  there  will  be  no 
more  jamborees  on  the  scale  of 
yesterday’s  event  Instead,  there 
will  be  jx  shift  away  from  London 
towards  tile  winners  at  the  regional 
level,  with  much  more  effort  direct¬ 
ed  towards  the  grassroots.  Hie 
awards  will  go  on  but  the  format 
-mil  be  markedly  different 

So  is  tiiis  a  signal  that.  In  its 
present  form,  NTAs  have  accom¬ 
plished  the  task  set  for  them? 


C  Britain  needs  a 
world-class  system 
of  education 
and  training  ..  .9 


Prue  Leith:  “Encouraging" 


The  ten  best  entries  showing 
commitment  to  lifetime 
learning 

Ms  Irene  M  Stevenson 
Mr  Steve  McHale 
Ms  Joeiey  Roberts 
Case  United  Kingdom  Limited 
Hedon  Salads  Ltd 
Eurostar  (UK)  Ud 
St  Maiy*<bOege  . 

Croydon  Continuing-  Education 
and  Training  Service 
Hull  Gollege  with  the  Consrruc- 
tion  Industry  Training  Board 
BBC  World  Sendee  with  Karsh 
Consultancy 

The  ten  best  investors 
Goodys  Hair  Shops 
SPS  Technologies  Ltd 
Catherine  Johnstone 
Recruitment 
initial  Air  Services 
The  Ormerod  Home  Trust 
Ltd 

Breckfidd JM2  School 
The  Parkway  Hotel  and  Confer¬ 
ence  Centre 

The  Lfists  and  Barra  Training 
Programme 

pat*  ViyeHa  Home  Fbrnishxngs 


Growth:  Hedon  Salads  ltd 


Making  her  mark:  a  student  at  St  Mary's  College,  Londonderry,  at  work  on  an  industrial  course  that  noil  offer  a  brighter  future 


Prue  Leith  is  in  no  doubt  that  NTAs 
have  contributed  much  to  the 
switch  in  mood.  As  she  points  out, 
however,  it  is  impossible  to  pin¬ 
point  their  atari  contribution.  In¬ 
stead,  she  describes  NTAs  as  part 
of  a  suite  of  programmes  — 
including  Investors  in  People,  the 
National  Targets  for  Education 
and  Training  and  the  development 
of  opportunities  for  lifelong  learn¬ 
ing  — which  have  contributed  to  an 
unproved  commitment  of  training 
through  large  parts  of  British 
industry. 

Recognition  of  the  business  case 
for  training  has  chimed  particular- 

_ .  ly  well  with  many  of  the 

developments  in  the  public 
sector.  The  high  proportion 
of  public  sector  organ¬ 
isations  among  the  winners 
is  a  tribute  to  the  fact  that 
management  has  become 
much  tighter  and  better 
focused  in  recent  years. 
Goals  are  more  dearly  de¬ 
fined  than  .ever  and  disci- 
.  pfined  frhirung  is  being  used 
•  to  achieve  them. 

The  Trading  Standards  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Leicestershire  County 
Council,  for  example,  was  faced  by 
an  increase  in  workload  and  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  quali¬ 
fied  staff.  Todealwiththis.it  set  up 
a  training  programme  for  support 
staff  which  would  relieve  the  strain 
on  qualified  trading  standards 
officers. 

A  programme  was  developed 
with  the  local  college  which  has 
enabled  the  service  to  reduce  its 
training  expenditure  while  per¬ 
forming  to  a  higher  standard.  As  a 
result,  Leicestershire  is  now  regard¬ 
ed  as  having  one  of  the  most 
efficient  and  cost-effective  trading 
standards  services  in  the  country. 

So  award  winners  have  an 
important  story  to  tdL  There  still 
remains  a  question,  however,  over 
bow  many  people  want  to  listen. 


Making  the  grade  twice 


As  wefl  as  enjoying  the 
announcement  of  their  Nat¬ 
ional  Training  Awards;  a 
select  group  from  among  the 
winners  also  received  special 
awards  to  mark  their  success  in 
particularly  important  aspects  of 
training.  Edward  Fennell  writes. 

In  the  past  there  have  always 
been  special  awards  for  entries 
Much  have  impressed  the  judges. 
But  this  year,  marking  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  NTA,  there  are 
more  awards  than  ever  including, 
notably,  the  ten  best  entries  show¬ 
ing  commitment  to  lifetime  lear¬ 
ning- 

This  is  especially  relevant  for  the 
1996  awards,  since  the  whole  year 
was  dedicated  by  the  Department 
for  Education  and  Employment  to 
raising  awareness  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  to  lifetime  learning. 

One  impressive  story  comes 
from  St  Mary’s  College  in  London¬ 
derry,  Northern  Ireland,  which 
already  has  a  fine  record  for 
achieving  the  Investors  in  People 
(IIP)  standard  and  also  for  having 
won  two  charter  marks  and  a 
European  award  of  excellence. 

The  college  is  set  in  an  area  of 
high  unemployment  and  felt  the 
need  to  raise  aspirations  and  to 
give  the  local  community  a  sense  of 
the  value  of  education. 

So  rather  than  just  concentrating 
on  the  pupils,  the  school  put  in 
place  a  training  programme  in¬ 
volving  teachers,  parents  and  the 
support  staff  Great  strides  have 
now  been  made  and,  despite  the 
difficulties  tn  the  province,  St 
Mary*  offers  hope  for  the  future. 

One  of  the  gaps  normally  dted 
in  NTA  reviews  is  for  entries  from 
small  and  medium-sized  firms.  To 
raise  the  profile  of  this  sector,  the 


Spotlight  on 
selected  teams 
who  have  won 
special  awards 

Confederation  of  British  Industry 
makes  an  award  for  the  best  small 
company  winner. 

This  year  the  award  went  to 
Quidnunc,  an  information  technol¬ 
ogy  consultancy  based  in  west 
London,  which  has  achieved  annu¬ 
al  growth  of  35  per  cent  in  each  of 
the  past  three  years.  Such  growth 
can  be  sustained  only  through 
rigorous  and  extensive  training. 
Quidnunc  has  set  up  a  programme 
in  which  every  member  of  staff 
takes  part  and  which  is  seen  to 
contribute  directly  to  the  quality  of 


Quidnunc,  an  IT  consultancy 


the  company’s  output  Claire  Sut¬ 
ton,  the  firm's  business  manager, 
claims  that  new  business  is  being 
won  by  the  company  directly  as  a 
result  of  Its  training  programme  — 
proof  that  training  pays. 

That  is  also  true  of  all  the 
winners  of  the  special  award  for 
IIP.  These  are  especially  interest¬ 
ing  because,  according  to  Geoff 
Armstrong,  the  chairman  of  the 
judging  panel,  the  (IP  initiative 
(which  stems  from  the  Department 
for  Education  and  Employment) 
has  inspired  many  of  die  entrants 
to  this  year's  competition. 

"IIP  is  about  much  more  than 
training'—  it  is  about  the  strategic 
directions  in  which  an  organis¬ 
ation  is  going,”  he  says.  "None  the 
less,  it  is  dear  that  IIP  is  haring  a 
big  impact  on  the  way  managers 
are  thinking  about  their  organ¬ 
isations  and  how  they  should 
develop  the  skills  necessary  to 
make  it  successfuL" 

So  under  die  influence  of  UP, 
many  NTA  entries  show 
they  have  been  affected  by 
the  disciplined,  systematic  dunk¬ 
ing  that  is  central  to  achieving  the 
IIP  standard. 

For  any  organisations  setting 
their  sights  on  achieving  an  NTA 
the  UP  initiative  is  a  good  place  to 
start 

Not  among  the  special  prizewin¬ 
ners  but  word)  a  particular  men¬ 
tion  is  Bfuemay  Ltd,  a  small 
plastics  manufacturer  based  in 
Wiltshire.  Bluemay  won  an  award 
ten  years  ago  in  the  inaagural 
event  and  has  won  a  second  NTA 
this  year.  Such  sustained  dedicar 
tion  to  training  and  effective  man¬ 
agement,  especially  from  a  small 
company,  is  an  object  lesson  to  all 


Women  of  the  world 


Christopher 
Warman  talks  to 
those  in  the  BBC 
who  helped  win 
Hie  Times  award 


The  BBC  World  Service  has 
an  international  reputation 
difficult  to  better,  and  it 
constantly  battles  to  maintain  its 
position  in  the  face  of  financial 
constraints  and  competition.  In 
the  midst  of  a  time  of  change,  it 
has  embarked  on  a  remarkable 
training  scheme  in  partnership 
with  the  Karsh  Consultancy, 
which  this  year  has  won  The 
Times,  award  for  meeting  the 
challenge  of  international 

competition! 

The  project  was  to  make  the 
best  use  of  the  talent  of  the  female 
workforce  and  improve  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of.  women  in  the  World 
Service  to  match  that  of  other 
parts  of  file  SBC.  Broadcasting 
has  been  attractive  to  women  as  a 
career,  but  although  they  have 
joined  the  service  with  similar 
achievements  to  their  male  col¬ 
leagues.  they  have  not  developed 
as  fast  or  as  far  as  the  men. 

While  some  of  the  factors  hold¬ 
ing  back  women  were  common  to 
men,  the  awards  judges  perceived 
that  while  men  were  getting  a 
career  "head  cold",  women  were 
suffering  career  “pneumonia”. 

The  consequence,  in  the  World 
Service,  was  that  when  the  pro¬ 
gramme  started  in  1994  women  at 
a  senior  level  occupied  5  per  cent 
of  the  senior  positions.  Two  years 
later  the  figure  had  risen  to  40  per 
cent  At  the  . top  senior  executive 
level,  the  number  of  women 
increased  from  9  per  cent  to  30  per 


BBC  staff  who  benefited  from  the  scheme  and,  below,  Laurence  Benson  and  Harriet  Karsh 


cent  between  1993  and  1996.  This 
was  achieved  after  Laurence  Ben¬ 
son,  equal  opportunities  develop¬ 
ment  officer  at  the  World  Service, 
decided  on  a  sustained  women* 
development  initiative  and  chose 
the  Karsh  Consultancy,  specialists 
in  leadership  development,  to 
design  the  programme: 

With  23  initial  candidates, 
the  programme  was  de¬ 
signed  to  equip  the  par¬ 
ticipants  with  tiie  necessary  skills 
and  knowledge  to  recognise  their 
Own  potential  as  managers  and 
leaders.  It  included  networking 
seminars  and  work-based  pro¬ 
jects.  and  was  intended,  in 
Karsh*  plan,  to  “develop  skills  in 
strategic  and  creative  thinking, 
emotional  resilience,  assertive¬ 


ness,  interpersonal  communica¬ 
tion.  initiative,  developing  others, 
judgment  and  leadership". 

The  effect  of  rhe  programme 
was  not  only  to  increase  the 
representation  of  women  at  all 
levels,  but  also  to  challenge  atti¬ 
tudes  to  equal  opportunities 
throughout  the  organisation. 

The  judges  concluded:  “Equal 
opportunities  is 'now  seen  as  part 
of  the  fabric  of  people*  working 
lives  which  adds  a  real  business 
benefit,  and  not  simply  as  a  bolt- 
on  Teel-good'  factor." 

Mr  Benson  commented:  The 
success  erf  this  programme  has  not 
just  been  its  effectiveness  in  in¬ 
creasing  the  representation  of 
women  in  the  World  Service,  but 
also  the  impact  it  has  had  on  the 
individuals  who  have  taken  part" 


"  WINNERS 

Amateur  Swimming  Association. 
Loughborough. 

Avrfl  Rtmuuuf  TV  Training, 
Worcester. 

BBC  World  Service.  London. 
Beech  H31  Country  House. 
Londonderry. 

Bloomberg  Financial  Markets, 
London. 

Bluemay  Ltd,  Devizes. 

BP  Chemicals,  Pan  Talbot 
Breckfidd  JM1  School, 
Liverpool. 

British  Agencies  for  Adoption 
and  Fostering.  Leeds,  with  Wake¬ 
field  MDC. 

British  Gas  TransCo,  Edinburgh. 
Britvic  Soft  Drinks  Lid,  Chelms¬ 
ford.  with  Jenny  Jarvis  & 
Associates 

Building  Control  Service.  Belfast 
Business  in  the  Community. 
BeUasu 

Caledonian  Engine  Services. 
Prestwick. 

Case  United  Kingdom  Ltd. 
Doncaster. 

Catherine  Johnstone 
Recruitment.  Croydon,  Surrey. 
City  College.  Manchester. 

Coats  Viydla  Home,  Co  Antrim. 
Colne  Valley  Business, 
Huddersfield. 

Community  Enterprise  hi  Strath¬ 
clyde  with  SASCA. 

Croydoo  Continuing  Education 
Training  Services. 

CMS  Training  Services 
with  Direct  Training  Ltd.  Bailey. 
Derbyshire  Careers  Services. 
Desmond  A  Sons  Ltd, 
Enniskillen. 

Dorothy  Perkins  Retail  Ltd. 
Dromona  Quality  Foods  lid. 
Cookstown,  Co  Tyrone,  with  Total 
Business  Improvement  Lid. 
Dnzmdzapd  Opportunities  Ltd, 
Glasgow. 

OnpontfUIQ  Ud.  Londonderry. 

E  A  O  Laboratories. 
Bonnybridge.  Stirlingshire. 

East  Ltd.  Harrogate. 

Easton  College.  Norwich. 

EMAP  Newspapers  Ud. 

Enron  Power  Operations, 

Mkidleshrough- 

Eurostar  (UK)  Ltd. 

George  Eliot  Hospital  NHS, 
Nuneaton. 

Going  Places.  Woking. 

Goodys  Hair  Shops,  Mai  ton. 
North  Yorkshire. 

Hedon  Salads  Ltd,  Nr  Brough. 
North  Humberside. 

Hertford  Hospitals  NHS  Trust. 
High  Lea  House  Residential 
Home.  Oswestry. 

Home  Housing  Association, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  with 
East  Training  Education  A  Com¬ 
munity  and  MJ  Gleeson  Group. 
Hounslow  A  Spelthoroe. 
Hounslow. 

Hull  College  with  ClTB. 

Initial  Air  Services,  Manchester. 
John  Graham  (Dromore), 


Dromore,  Co  Down. 

John  PiaWett  and  Sons,  St 
Helens.  Merseyside. 

Kaowsfry  Metropolitan  Bor¬ 
ough,  Liverpool. 

Lambeth  Healthcare  (NHS). 
StodcweU.  London. 

Leicestershire  County  Council, 
Leicester. 

M arsons  Solicitors,  Bromley. 
Kent 

MitebeQ  Fisher.  Ayr. 

Moyola  Prednon  Engineering. 
Magherafeh,  Co  Londonderry. 
N.E.C.  Semiconductors  (UK), 
Ud,  Livingston,  West  Lothian, 
with  Seagate  Microelectronics 
Ltd,  Motorola  Ltd,  West  Lothian 
College  and  Lothian  A  Edin¬ 
burgh  Enterprise  Ltd. 

National  Asthma  Training 
Centre,  Stratford-upon-Avon. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  As¬ 
sociation.  St  Albans.  Hertford¬ 
shire.  with  dc  Bros  Marketing 
Services. 

N.I.  Social  Security  Agency', 
Belfast. 

Norfolk  County  Services, 
Norwich. 

North  West  Anglia  Health  Au¬ 
thority.  Peterborough. 

O’Hara's  Bakeries  lid.  Belfast. 
Oldham  Metropolitan  Borough 
Council,  Oldham,  with  City  Coll¬ 
ege.  Manchester. 

The  Orchard ville  Society.  Belfast. 
Ormerod  Home  Trust  Ltd, 
UrthtunSi  Aimes. 

The  Parkway  Hold,  Cwmbran. 
The  People’s  Phone  Company. 
Criddewood.  London,  with  Key¬ 
stone  Associates. 
pDrimu  Budding  Society. 
Bournemouth. 

The  Prince’s  Trust  Volunteers. 
Pembroke. 

Queen  Margaret  Hospital  NHS. 
Dunfermline, 

Quidnunc  lid.  Hammersmith. 
London. 

Rathbone  Cl.  Manchester. 

St  Mary*  College,  Londonderry. 
Sasea. 

shepherd  Construction  Ud, 

York. 

Southern  Electric,  Maidenhead, 
Berkshire. 

Spetsanrs  Opticians.  Bangor.  Co 
Down. 

SPS  Technologies  lid.  Leicester. 
Stnthdydc  Buses  Lid. 

Tesco  Stores;  Waltham  Cross. 
Tower  Coffiery  Ltd.  Aberdare. 

The  Lists  A  Barra  Training 
Programme;  BenbenJa.  Western 
Isles. 

Lotted  Freight  Distribution  Ltd, 
Kirkaldy,  Fife. 

University  of  Exeter,  Domestic 
Semites  Division.  Exeter. 
University  of  Sheffield,  Sheffield. 
WeBwise  Wishaw,  Lanarkshire. 
Widemarsh  Workshop. 
Hereford. 

The  Willows  Residential  Care 
Home.  Bourne.  Lincolnshire. 

The  Workbridge  Centre, 

Northampton. 

Xeretec  lid,  Wokingham. 
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What’s  the  secret?  Michael  Hatfield  and  Rodney  Hobson  reveal  the  magic  ingredients  and  success  stories  ofthe^wjnning  team_ 
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Amateur  Swimming  Association:  raising  the  standards  John  Pimblett  staff  training  acted  as  a  stepping  stone  Tesco:  display  of  counter  food  was  made  more  attractive  Ormerod  Home  Trust  problem  solving  led  to  a  pay  rise 


Euros!  a  r  may  have  expe¬ 
rienced  flak  on  the 
rrack  but  its  French 
language-training  provision 
for  English  train  drivers  has 
had  a  100  per  cent  pass  rate 
and  earned  the  company  a 
National  Training  Award. 
Michael  Hatfield  writes. 

Drivers  are  put  through  a 
20- week  language  training 
programme,  divided  into  mo¬ 
dules,  in  two  of  which  they 
stay  with  French  families  and 
attend  a  local  college.  The  end 
of  the  course  examination  is 
held  inside  a  simulator  that 
mimics  the  driving  situation, 
and  the  ability  to  speak  and 
understand  French  is  tested. 

Linguistic  proficiency  is 
sometimes  matched  by  im¬ 
promptu  interpretation.  Con¬ 
fronted  with  a  simulated  deer 
on  the  line  and  not  knowing 
the  French  word,  one  driver 
described  the  animal  as  a  cow 
with  a  pantograph  (the  tram's 
electric  current  connector]  an 
its  head. 

Kiri  Shah.  Eurostars  lan¬ 
guage  training  coordinator, 
says  some  drivers  have  been 
nervous  at  the  start  but  the 
enthusiasm  had  been  re¬ 
markable.  Each  driver  re¬ 
ceives  a  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Industry  lan¬ 
guage  certificate. 

In  Norwich  the  Easton  Coll¬ 
ege  Poultry  Department  is 
working  with  the  poultry  in¬ 
dustry  to  devise  training 
courses  for  new  recruits  and 
existing  employers. 

In  recent  years  the  industry 
has  experienced  a  growing 
shortage  of  both  labour  and 
skills  .  Bruce  Hemmant.  the 
human  resource  manager  at 
Bernard  Matthews,  says: 
“Easton  College  has  worked 
dosely  with  the  poultry  indus¬ 
try  to  help  us  recruit  dedicat¬ 
ed.  ambitious  trainees.  It  has 
also  helped  us  to  provide 
training  which  reflects  the 
needs  of  our  expanding  and  in¬ 
creasingly  technical  industry." 

Another  training  provider  to 
receive  an  award  is  the  Ama¬ 
teur  Swimming  Association 
(ASA),  which  has  retrained  its 
tutors  to  raise  the  standards  of 
teaching  of  swimming  and 
associated  sports  in  England. 
The  tutors  pass  on  their  skills 
to  teachers  and  coaches,  of 
whom  around  20,000  have 
qualified  since  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  higher  standards. 

The  training  challenge  for 
the  ASA  was  that  a  new 
education  training  pro¬ 
gramme  was  needed  to  cater 
for  the  sport's  changing  needs 
and  to  incorporate  NVQs  into 
the  framework  of  professional 
qualifications  offered. 

In  all.  more  than  700  tutors 
were  retrained  to  deliver  the 
new  courses.  Smaller  groups 
of  tutors  were  also  retrained  to 
deliver  the  education  pro¬ 


gramme  to  other  levels  and  to 
assess  for  NVQ  Levels  2, 3  and 
4.  ASA  tutors  have  benefited 
professionally  and  commer¬ 
cially. 

Bluemay  Ltd,  manufactur¬ 
er  of  plastic  components  and 
based  in  Devises.  Wiltshire, 
derided  on  a  training  pro¬ 
gramme  to  prepare  its  70  staff 
for  a  period  of  radical  change 
and  restructuring  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  The  company  was  plan¬ 
ning  to  spend  El  million  on 
factor}'  relocation  and  new 
moulding  machines. 

The  main  thrust  of  the 
training  was  to  build  the 
commitment  and  skills  of  staff 
to  make  the  planned  changes 
successful.  Martin  Morman,  a 
director  of  the  family  firm, 
says  it  was  important  to 
maintain  the  family  atmo¬ 
sphere  and  caring  ethic  of  the 
organisation,  and  at  the  same 
time  developing  skills. 

The  courses  cover  areas 
from  time  management  to 
assertiveness  skiLls.  sales 
training  and  getting  the  most 
out  of  others.  The  Industrial 
Society  has  cited  Bluemay  as  a 
case  study  of  good  practice. 


An  innovative  training 
programme  for  teach¬ 
ers  and  support  staff 
has  cut  truancy  levels  at 
Breckfkld  JM1  School. 
Liverpool.  Though  the  school 
has  a  good  record  helping 
children  to  achieve  the  highest 
standards,  it  had,  like  many 
inner-city  schools,  a  problem 
with  a  minority  of  misbehav¬ 
ing  and  truanting  pupils. 

Breckfield  Tackled  the  prob¬ 
lem  by  making  behaviour 
management  a  priority.  The 
training  included  teachers  and 
support  staff.  Now  pupil  atten¬ 
dance  rates  exceed  90  per  cent. 
The  success  of  the  scheme  has 
led  the  Department  for  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Employment  to  fond 
it  for  three  years  —  and  the 
school  has  become  the  first  in 
Liverpool  to  be  awarded  Inves¬ 
tors  in  People  status. 

The  cost  of  recruiting  and 
assessing  a  new  foster  carer  is 
around  E2.000.  so  that  when 
the  Children  Act  called  for 
changes  in  that  task,  the 
challenge  of  training  carers 
became  increasingly  impor¬ 
tant  The  Leeds  office  of  the 
British  Agencies  for  Adop¬ 
tion  and  Fostering  (BAAF) 
and  WaJkcfidd  Metropolitan 
District  Council  combined  to 
provide  an  innovative  training 
programme  for  foster  carers, 
breaking  new  ground  by  Unk¬ 
ing  irainjng  to  the  new  Nat¬ 
ional  Vocational  Qualification 
for  foster  carers. 

In  the  first  three  years  of  the 
initiative,  a  total  of  107  carers 
attended  the  courses.  Felicity 
CaUier,  BAAF*s  director,  says: 
“Our  work  with  Wakefield  has 
been  unique  in  helping  to 


prepare  foster  parents  to  care 
for  very  challenging  children 
with  love,  sensitivity  and 
skill.” 

A  new  training  programme 
devised  by  womenswear  re¬ 
tailer  Dorothy  Perkins  Re¬ 
tailer  Ltd  has  contributed  to  a 
significant  9.5  per  cent  in¬ 
crease  in  sales.  The  company 
has  recently  trained  its  540 
branch  managers  to  operate 
as  managing  directors  of  their 
own  stores.  The  training  in¬ 
volved  a  complete  overhaul  of 
the  way  the  company  operat¬ 
ed,  and  Dorothy  Pfcrkins  de¬ 
signed  its  own  training 
package  to  equip  their  manag¬ 
ers  with  the  necessary  skills. 

The  result  has  been  that 
managers  feel  confident,  in¬ 
volved  and  inspired.  Sue 
Panel.  Swindon  branch  man¬ 
ger.  says:  “1  feel  so  much  more 
involved  in  the  business  and. 
by  having  a  greater  under¬ 
standing,  I  am  in  a  much 
better  position  to  contribute  to 
our  future  success." 

Nationwide  travel  agents 
Going  Places,  based  at 
Woking,  Surrey,  has  dramati¬ 
cally  reduced  its  recruitment 
turnover  and  ensured  staff 
reach  high  industry  skills 
levels  by  developing  a  training 
course.  With  a  total  staff  of 
more  than  4.500  working  in 
700  shops,  the  company  need¬ 
ed  to  buQd  up  shop  teams,  cut 
its  51  per  cent  turnover  of 
recruits  and  help  staff  contrib¬ 
ute  to  their  own  shop's  in¬ 
crease  in  business. 

ft  launched  an  intensive  12- 
month  course  for  new  youth 
trainee  recruits,  which  was 
attended  by  almost  300  In  the 
first  year;  Much  of  the  course 
focused  on  building  sales 
skills  and  the  knowledge  and 
experience  required  to  identify 
and  meet  customers’  needs.  Of 
file  293  participants,  257  are 
now  folly  employed  by  the 
company  and  32  per  cent 
achieved  an  NVQ.  Staff  turn¬ 
over  has  been  reduced  by 
nearly  12  per  rent 

Anne  Howes,  the  company's 
training  manager,  says:  “We 
invested  a  lot  of  time  and 
resources  into  developing  this 
scheme.  The  end  result  has 
been  a  resounding  success." 

Soon  after  Lindsay  Bun- 
opened  the  first  of  her  Goodys 
Hair  Salons  in  Norton.  North 
Yorkshire,  in  1979,  she  recog¬ 
nised  the  need  to  implement  a 
staff  training  programme  to 
increase  turnover  and  individ¬ 
ual  staff  profitability  and  en¬ 
sure  the  highest  level  of  dienr 
satisfaction. 

So  successful  was  the  pro¬ 
gramme  that  productivity  by 
each  staff  member  has  risen 
from  60  to  95  per  cent.  There 
are  now  five  Goody's  salons  in 
the  Norton  area  and  in  1995 
the  company  was  recognised 
as  an  investor  in  People. 
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Greenwich  Caledonian  is  delighted  to  add  the 
National  Training  Award  for  1996  to  its 
growing  list  of  achievements. 

The  Award  recognises  Greenwich  Caledonian's 
status  as  a  'model9  training  company,  and 
enhances  the  organization’s  position  as  world 
leader  in  the  field  of  aero-engine  overhaul 
and  repair. 

A  New  Generation  of  Power 


Dorothy  Perkins:  staff  training  has  increased  store  sales 


Commitment  to  a  Total 
Quality  Management  fTQM) 
approach  to  staff  training  has 
led  to  High  Lea  House  Resi¬ 
dential  Home  in  Oswestry. 
Shropshire,  being  recognised 
as  one  of  the  roost  desirable 
residential  homes  in  its  local 
area  and  has  resulted  in  it 
achieving  Investors  in  People 
status. 

Seven  staff  have  learnt  new 
therapeutic  skills,  14  are  now- 
qualified  in  first  aid.  four  have 
qualified  as  vocational  asses- 


sors  and  one-  gained  NVQ 
Level  5  in  management 

In  the  North  East  three 
companies  —  Home  Housing 
Association,  a  provider  (rf 
rented  accommodation.  East 
Training  Education  and 
Community  {ETEQ,  a  train¬ 
ing  provider,  and  MJ. 
Gteesou  Group,  a  rivfi  engi¬ 
neering  company  —  joined 
forces  to  help  job-seekers  and 
39  have  found  work. 

The  partnership  has  been 
involved  in  rebuilding  a  series 
of  four-storey  blocks  of  fiats  in 
Sunderland,  and  many  of  the 
trainees  have  succeeded  in 
achieving  Levels  l  and  2  in. 
areas  such  as  bricklaying, 
joinery  and  painting  and  deco¬ 
rating. 

The  training  initiative 
started  with  the  compilation  of 
a  register  of  local  people 
wanting  to  develop  their  skills 
and  enter  the  workforce.  From 
this  S5  jobseekers  were  invited 
to  take  pan  in  a  building-skills 
induction  course.  They  re¬ 
ceived  on-site  work  experience 
and.  if  they  proved  capable, . 
Gleeson  employed  and  paid 
them. 

Hedon  Salads  Ltd,  a  grow¬ 
er  and  distributor  of  salad 
produce,  based  on  Humber¬ 
side,  won  a  national  award  as 
a  company  and  one  of  its  staff, 
-Lynne  Hockney.  32.  collected 
an  individual  award.  Tom 
Salmon,  managing  director, 
says:  “We  are  building  com* 
merrial  success  by  em¬ 
powering  our  people.  The 
result  is  a  £If»  million-turnover 
company  employing  210." 


The  dramatic  improve¬ 
ment  that  training  can 
have  on  staff  turnover 
and  morale  has  been  amply 
demonstrated  at  Norfolk 
County  Courted,  Rodney  Hob¬ 
son  write s.  ■ . 

At  the  end  of  the  Eighties, 
staff  turnover  was  reaching 
critical  levels  in  the  cleaning 
division  of  Norfolk  County 
Services,  die  council’s  service 
arm  that  provides  cleaning, 
catering  and  grounds  service 
under  compulsory  competitive 
tendering. 

Management  time  and  ef¬ 
fort  was  wasted  in  filling  va¬ 
cancies.  When  the  company 
asked  departing  staff  why  they 
were  going, :  low  pay  was  not 
high  on  the  fist  of  reasons. 

Patricia  Fuller,  personnel 
manager,  .says:  “The  problem 
.  was  that  staff  wanted  to  be 
trained  to  do  the  job.  wanted  to 
feel  a  sense  of  belonging  to  an 
organisation  and  wanted  to  be 
valued.  Training  was  imple¬ 
mented  and  succeeded  in 
stemming  the  flow  of  staff."  - 
All  new  and  existing  man¬ 
ual  staff  were  trained  by  their 
managers  in  regular  sessions 
over  a  six-month  period.  The 
result  was  a  £41,000  annual 
saving  in  tile  cost  of  recruit¬ 
ment  advertising. 

The  deaths  of  the  managing 
director  and  another  senior 
director  brought  an  abrupt 
end  to  an  era  at  a  Merseyside 
family-owned  bakery.  The 
company,  established  in  1921, 
passed  Into  the  hands  of  the 
third  generation  of  the  family. 

•A.  new  management  team, 
/installed  in  1990  at  John 

P  aj^d  Sons  at;  St, 
an  into  problems  and 
»r  that  the  company 
ltaa.ro  reconsider  its  postion 
irvthe  marketplace. 

"The  13  retail  outlets  were  the 
subject  of  an  initiative  de¬ 
signed  to  increase  gross  profit 
margins  and  encourage,  cus¬ 
tomers  to  spend  more.  Groups 
of; 30  attended -two.  four-hour 
seminars,  held' in  the  refaxed 
atmosphere  of  a  local  hotel. 
Workers’  comments  formed 
the  basis  of  a  booklet  giving 
guidance  on  attitude,  behav¬ 
iour  and  appearance.  Inten¬ 
sive  on-the-job  training  con¬ 
tinued  for  six  months  under  a 
team  leader.  Some  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  ‘since  won  promo-  . 
tion. 

lin  KmMen,  marketing  co¬ 
ordinator.  says:  "The  training 
programme  has  acted  as  a 
stepping  stone  by  strengthen¬ 
ing  our  determination  to  suc¬ 
ceed  and  showing  us  what  is 
passible.  We  plan  to  invest  £2 
million  in  a  new  purpose-built 
bakery  and  extend  tiie  training 
progranyne  to  bakery  staff." 

The  introduction  of  fish 
counters  to  a  Tesco  store  in 
1991  did  not  prove  as  success¬ 
ful  as  management  had 
hoped.  Sales  showed  only  a 
small  increase  and  when 
Tesco  asked  customers  why 


they  were  not  using  the 
counter  they  said  the  display 
was  not  inviting  and  staff  did 
not  know  much  about  the  fish. 

The  solution  was  to  display 
the  fish  so  that  colours  and 
textures  were  used  to  make 
presentation  more  attractive 
and  to  hold  tasting  sessions  of 
exotic  fish  so  staff  could  talk  to 
customers  about  them  with 
authority. 

Gloria  Turpin,  training 
manager,  says:  “Staff  now 
believe  that  the  fish  depart¬ 
ment  is  an  exciting  and  inno¬ 
vative  place  to  work.  Staff  on 
the  fish  counter  are  now 
considered  to  be  specialists." 

The  Ormerod  Home  Trust 
in  Lancashire,  which  provides 
residential  care  and  day  sup¬ 
port  services  for  50  adults  with 
learning  difficulties,  is  now 
committed  .  to  continuous 
training.  The  turning  point 
came  in  1993  when  the  charity 
was  heavily  criticised  in  a 
report  fry  Lancashire  County 
Social  Services  Department 
The  report  called  for  a  major 
chance  in  the  quality  of  service 
and  tne  way  it  was  delivered. 

Training  began  by  getting 
the  65  staff  together  to  give  the 
trust  a  new  sense  of  direction. 
Tim  Corley,  who  was  appoint¬ 
ed  personnel  and  development 
manager  in  1994  as  a  direct 
result,  says:  “Everyone  was 
asked  to  offer  solutions  to 
existing  problems.  All  views 
were  accepted  and  some  were 
implemented  immediately." 


Once  immediate  needs 
had  been  met,  team 
building  was_;iatro- 
duced  rOver  three  months, 
small  -groups,  ted  by~Ttne 
managers  wfere  released  from 
their  duties  for  aday  of  solving 
problems.  AH  personnel  now 
have  a  fully  trained  manage¬ 
ment  structure  to  support  their 
suggestions  for  improving  the 
service.  Apart  from  enjoying 
work  morel  they  have  a  man-' 
dal  reward  —wages  are  up  31 
per  cent  since  the  changes 
were  introduced. 

A  series  of  Braining  projects 
for  young  people  in  the  North- 
West  has  brought  a  National 
Training  Award  for  Rathbone 
Cl,  a  charitable  organisation. 
Of  the  100  young  people 
completing  projects  in  June 
1995,  81  went  on  to  further 
education,  training  or  employ¬ 
ment  or  achieved  qualifica¬ 
tions. 

The  early  retirement  of  500 
engineering  staff  after  privati¬ 
sation  meant  that  Southern 
Electric  had  to  replace  the 
skills  it  was  losing  without 
increasing  manpower. 

A  training  programme  has 
produced  a  more  flexible 
workforce  and  a  reduction  of 
Ell  million  on  the  payroll. 
Southern,  which  sells  electric¬ 
ity  to  2.6  million,  homes  and 
businesses  in  central  southern 
England,  gave  experienced  en¬ 
gineering  staff  -a  refresher 
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Southern  Electric  trained  a  more  flexible  workforce 


course  so  that  they  could  act  as 
trainers  for  400 staff,  who  each 
undertook  300  hours  of  study 
plus  on-the-job  training  over  a 
year. 

A  Japanese  production 
method  helped  SPS  Technol¬ 
ogies  to  turn  a  £26,000  invest¬ 
ment  in  training  into  a 
£100.000  saving.  Instead  of 
having  one  long  production 
line,  the  workforce  at  SPS. 
which  makes  fasteners  for  the 
civil  and  military  aerospace 
industry,  is  new  split  into 
teams  with  a  variety  of  skills, 
that  are  responsible  for  the 
whole  manufacturing  process. 

The  “cell”  technique  train¬ 
ing  programme  has  raised 
quality  standards,  and  halved 
the  amount  of  scrap  and 
reworking.  Sales  per  employee 
are  up  40  per  cent. 

Oldham  Metropolitan 
Borough  Council  Housing 
Department  has  won  an 
award  for  training  staff  to 
meet  the  needs  of  minority 
races.  Abdul  Ravat,  research 
officer,  says:  “The  department 
is  now  providing  a  better 
service  for  Bangladeshi  and 
Pakistani  families  and  is  in¬ 
creasingly  seen  as  an  example 
of  good  practice  in  ethnic 
monitoring  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  for  Racial  Equality." 

The  population  of  Oldham 
is  220,000  and  the  housing 
department  manages  almost 
21,000  properties.  The  depart¬ 
ment  undertook  a  series  of 
courses  to  train  councillors 
and  staff  on  the  Race  Relations 
Att  Trainees  were  encouraged 
to  discuss  their  concerns  open- 
fy  and  frankly,  resulting  in  a 
revision  of  recruitment  proce¬ 
dures  arid  policies  on  racial 
harassment 

Widemarsh  Workshop  at 
Hereford  provides  vocational 
training  in  catering  skills  for 
adults  with  varying  degrees  of 
disability.  Funded  by  Here¬ 
ford  arid  Worcester  County 
Council  with  the  European 
Social  Fund,  it  helps  trainees 
to  compete  in  the  marketplace 
by  acquiring  skills  and  qualifi¬ 
cations  and  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  legislation  such 
as  the  Fbod  Act 

Each  individual  needs  a 
tailor-made  training  pro¬ 
gramme  and  personal  atten¬ 
tion,  and  work  placements 
help  the  students  to  find  their 
place  in  the  community. 

Help  for  people  with  mental 
health  needs,  including  learn¬ 
ing  disabilities,  is  provided  at 
the  Workbridge  Centre  in 
Northampton.  The  centre  has 
been  in  existence  since  1980 
but  its  financial  security  was 
boosted  in  1993  by  an  invest¬ 
ment  from  St  Andrew’s,  a 
private  charitable  psychiatric 
hospital. 

To  make  the  most  of  the 
opportunity,  the  centre*  staff 
was  trained  to  extend  the 
range  of  services  by  opening 
an  office  skills  workshop. 

“Training  in  our  industry  is 
sadly  lacking,"  says  Laurence 
Holt,  chairman  of  Quidnunc, 
an  information  technology 
consultancy.  “The  big  com¬ 
panies  hire  music  graduates 
and  teach  them  outdated 
methods." 

He  is  a  long-time  campaign¬ 
er  for  higher  standards  mid 
more  disclosure  tn  the  infor¬ 
mation  technology  industry. 
Quidnunc  hires  computer 
graduates  and  arms  than 
with  techniques  that  are  a 
blend  of  best  practice  theory 
and  on-the-job  experience  over 
a  number  of  years. 

“We  do  radical  things  like 
giving  everyone  a  credit  card 
and  idling  them  to  buy  any 
book  they  think  will  be  use¬ 
ful."  Mr  Holt  says.  “The  real 
prize  is  lower  staff  turnover 
than  the  rest  of  the  industry 
and  high  customer  satisfac¬ 
tion.  We  are  doubling  in  size 
every  other  year  and  constant¬ 
ly  taking  on  new  technolo¬ 
gies." 
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Not  only  “Probably  the  best  University  in  the  world" 
but  now  a  National  Training  Award  Winner 

The  South  West's  premiere  Conference 
and  Exhibition  venue. 

-  -  For  foil  details  contact  the  Conference  Office*. 
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National  Training  Awards  host  Gillian  Shephard  tells  Edward  Fennell  about  the  culture  of  creativity  through  education  and  training 


G  illian  Shephard,  theSec- 
retary  of  State  for  Edu- 
cafion  ^  and  Employ* 
mart,  is  a  fan  of  the 
National  Training  Awards.  “Pro- 
viaing  role  models  is  a  much  better 
means  of  getting  messages  across 
man  lecturing  people,”  she  says.  — 
not  least  because  of  the  media 
coverage  the  awards  attract." 

As  an  example  of  success 
through  training,  Mrs  Shephard 
singles  our  Hedon  Salads  of  Hull, 
whose  new  management  succeeded 
in  making  a  failed  business  highly 
profitable. 

Hedon’s  revival  was  based  on  a 
training  programme  focused  cm 
National  Vocational  Qualifica¬ 
tions.  The  previous  management, 
by  contrast,  had  paid  no  attention 
to  training. 

Similarly.  Mrs  Shephard  cites 
impressive  individuals  such  as  Ms 
Joeiey  Roberts  of  Liverpool  City 
Council,  who  wan  her  award  for 
the  way  in  which  she  pursued  a 
career  and  qualifications  in  con¬ 
struction  while  also  bong  her 
family’s  main  breadwinner. 

What  unites  Hedon  Salads  and 
Ms  Roberts.  Mrs  Shephard  notes, 
is  that  both  have  taken  fall  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  available  training 
facilities  and  mechanisms.  She 
says:  “The  Government's  role  is  to 
provide  the  infrastructure  far  the 
national  training  system,  but 
individuals  and  organisations 
must  then  take  responsibility  for 
using  it” 

This  view  has  been  the  consistent 
Conservative  position  since  the 
mid-Eighties  when  Lord  Young 


of  our  labours  t 


nor  just  educationists  —  to  create  s, 
local  network  in  which  learning  is 
made  accessible  loaJL 
One  field  in  which  there  have 
been  persistent  problems,  however, 
is  youth  training,  where  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  programmes  —  stretching 
right  back  to  die  Youth  Opportuni¬ 
ties  Programme  of  the  Seventies  — 
have,  in  general,  failed  to  win 
credibility  either  among  employers 
or  young  people. 


presided,  first  at  the  old  Manpower 
Services  Commission,  then  at  the 
Employment  Department.  '  He 
emphasised  that  more  priority  had 
to  be  given  to  training  and  vocat¬ 
ional  education.  Mrs  Shephard 
represents  the  culmination  of  the 
process  started  by  Lord 
Young.  As  the  first  Secretary 
of  State  to  combine  the  areas 
of  both  education  and  em¬ 
ployment.  she  sends  out  the 
message  that  education  is  a 
preparation  for  employ¬ 
ment;  employment  arid 
training  should  be  a  conti¬ 
nuation  of  education. 

The  consultative  paper  _____ 
Lifetime  Learning,  pub-  ” 

fished  recently  by  the  Department 
of  Education  and  Employment 
(D£E£).  comments:  “Creating  a 
culture  of  lifetime  learning  is 
crucial  to  sustaining  and  main¬ 
taining  our  international  competi¬ 
tiveness.  Technological  change  will 


dominate  the -working  lifetimes  of 
those  now  in  work  and  we  must  be 
in  a  position  to  adapt.  At  the 
individual  level,  our  personal  com¬ 
petitiveness  will  have  a  major  effect 
on  our  prosperity." 

One  key  result  of  this  has  been  to 


C  In  Britain  we  have 
managed  to  achieve 
changes  other  countries 
would  love  to  emulate  9 


extend  concern  for  training  beyond 
the  young.  In  many  cases,  the  word 
“training"  has  been  replaced  by 
"learning"  —  and  learning  is  for 
eveiyone.  Mrs  Shephard  sees  this 
new  philosophy  bearing  fruit,  for 
example,  in  the  way  that  the 


education  system  has  become 
much  more  responsive  to  industry. 
Even  university  vice-chancellors 
now  talk  to  their  local  industries. 

“There  is."  Mrs  Shephard  says, 
"a  new  culture  about  which  is 
much  envied  by  our  counterparts  in 

_  the  European  Community.  I 

am  now  inundated  by  re¬ 
quests  for  interviews  with 
foreign  journalists — includ¬ 
ing  from  Germany  —  ask¬ 
ing  how  we  in  Britain  have 
managed  to  achieve  these 
changes.  Other  countries 
would  love  to  emulate  us." 

She  points  out  that  the 
^  changes  are  marked  not  just 
““  by  educationists  taking 
more  interest  in  industry:  those 
outside  education  are  also  keen  to 
become  involved  in  learning.  In  her 
constituency,  for  example,  what  is 
known  as  the  Thedbrd  Learning 
Curve  has  recently  brought  togeth¬ 
er  all  sides  of  the  community — and 


The  establishment  of  the 
Modern  Apprenticeship 
system  in  1905  has  gone 
some  way  towards  meet¬ 
ing  criticism  that  there  was  a 
vacuum  in  high-quality  vocational 
training.  Even  sex  a  lot  depends  on 
the  proposed  launch  this  Septem¬ 
ber  of  the  new  Nanonai  Trainee- 
ships.  which  aim  to  offer  training  to 
those  with  modest  educational 
attainments. 

The  general  election  will  deter¬ 
mine  whether  Mrs  Shephard  is  still 
at  foe  the  Department  for  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Employment  to  observe 
foe  lift-off  of  National  Trainee- 
ships.  Bur  maybe  foe  underlying 
problem,  which  she  or  her  succes¬ 
sor  (of  either  party)  may  find  hard 
to  counter,  is  that,  as  recent  surveys 
suggest,  foe  British  people  still  lade, 
recent  surveys  suggest,  a  real 
commitment  to  be  well-educated. 

Persuading  people  to  change 
their  indifference  to  learning  is 
likely  to  be  foe  key  question  for 
politicians,  of  whatever  colour,  who 
occupy  foe  post  of  Secretary  of  State 
for  Education  and  Employment  in 
the  next  century. 


Gillian  Shephard  says  the  NTA  scheme  undoubtedly  works 


Why  we  all  need 
the  right  kind 
of  support 

Judging  National  Train-  release  the  great  potentiz 
mg  Awards  has  become  which  is  locked  up  in  rare 
an  annual  date  in  the  individuals.  To  free  that  pc 


Judging  National  Train¬ 
ing  Awards  has  become 
an  annual  date  in  the 
calendar  for  John  Hougham 
of  Acas.  the  veteran  chairman 
of  the  individual  awards  pan¬ 
el,  Edward  Fennell  writes. 
But  rather  than  seeing  it  as  a 
chore  he  continues  to  be 
excited  about  the  candidates 
be  meets. 

“In  most  cases  it  is  a 
privilege  to  meet  these  people 
who  often  display  astonishing 
persona]  qualities  and  have 
frequently  had  to  overcome 
considerable  odds  to  achieve 
their  success,”  be  says.  “The 
stories  they  have  to  tell  are 
impressive,  and  we  often  end 
the  judging  pro-  E 
cess  feeling  awed.  1 
by  those  we  have 
seen."  • 

This  year  there  • 
are  17  individual 
award  winners. 

Mr  Hougham 
feds  be  is  now 
well  positioned 
to  judge  some  of 
the  prerequisites . 
for  success. 

“From  the  rmfi- 
vidua!  point  of 
view  1  think 
what  really  mat¬ 
ters  is  partner¬ 
ship,"  be  says.  •  In  chat 
"Our  winners  Hoi; 

are  often  excep¬ 
tional  people,  but  even  they 
have  mostly  achieved  their 
progress  through  partnership 
with  others. 

"Whether  that  be  a  spouse, 
a  supportive  employer,  a 
trainer  or  a  parent  will  de¬ 
pend  on  foe  individual  cir¬ 
cumstances,  but  raidy  does 
change  take  place  unaided.” 

The  power  of  training,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr  Hougham.  is 
foat  it  can  often  transform 
people  who  start  off  with  low 
self-esteem  into .  those,  who 
bubble  with  confidence. 

“As  a  result  of  having  to 
contend  with  difficult  condi¬ 
tions,  these  people  have  often 
emerged  as  more  rounded 
characters.  This  can  result  in 
their  lives  being  transformed 
as  welL  By  being  successful  at 
work  they  achieve  the  confi¬ 
dence  to  be  more  active  out¬ 
side  it  Their  energy  is 
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In  charge:  John 
Hougham 


This  point  was  erapnasisea 
by  Prue  Leith,  patron  of  this 
war's  awards,  who  ben  eves 
passionately  in  the  need  to 


release  the  great  potential 
which  is  locked  up  in  most 
individuals.  To  free  that  po¬ 
tential  is  the  great  challenge. 

"Work  Is  an  important  part 
of  ltfe  for  mast  of  us,"  she  says. 
“The  more  we  can  grow  at 
work  and  acquire  new  skills 
and  responsibilities  through 
training,  the  fuller  we  become 

as  people  and  the  more  inter¬ 
esting  lives  we  can  lead. 
Training  can  be  an  enriching 
process  for  os  in  wider  ways 
than  just  work."  •  • 

-  This  approach  is  central  to 
die  awards.  As  Mr  Hougham 
points  out,  what  the  NTA 
judges  are  interested  in  is  “the 
distance  covered".  The  bright 

.  •  young,  man  who 

starts  off  with  a 
double  first  from 
Oxbridge  and  an 
entrte  to  a  mer¬ 
chant  bank  is  un- 
Hfcely  to  be  the 
winner  of  an 
NTA  award.  But 
the  person  who 
has  failed  at 
-  school  and 
found  himself 
(or  herself)  in  a 
dead  end  job  is 
at  a  much  better 
starting  point: 
The  need  to  get 
e  John  oat  of  foal  dead 

ham  end  job  is  one  of 
those  critical 
points  in  one's  fife  at  which. 
Mr  Hougham  believes,  the 
fixture  is  cast  Accept  the 
rircnmstances  and  nothing 
will  ensue.  Start  planning 
how  to  escape  and  you  are  on 
foe  right  trade.  “Finding  foe 
right  kind  of  support  at  criti¬ 
cal  times  is  so  vital.  Those 
who  are  really  successful  also 
have  the  luck  to  get  help  when 
they  need  it  most,”  he  says.  • 
Ensuring  that  there  are 
facilities  and  assistance  avail¬ 
able  to  help  individuals  is, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  crucial 
roles  far  Training  and  Enter¬ 
prise  Councils  (and  LECs, 
foezr  equivalent  in  Scotland). 

Geoff  Armstrong  the  direc¬ 
tor-general  of  foe  Institute  of 
Personnel  and  Development 
and  chair  of  tile  corporate 
panel  for  NT  As,  says:  “What  I 
am  particularly  pleased  to  see, 
through  the  National  Train¬ 
ing  Awards,  is  die  increasing 
closeness  of  co-operation  be¬ 
tween  training  providers  and 
employers-  in  buflding  effect¬ 
ive  training  programmes.” 
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Mrs  Cherry  Dickson, 

Magherafelt,  Londonderry. 

Mr  Joseph  Edwards. 

Belfast 

Mrs  Sylvia  Forster, 

Barnsley,  South  Yorkshire. 

Ms  Camilla  Hall  and  Ms 

Margaret  Easton,  Elgin. 

Mrs  Lynne  Hockney.  Hull. 

Mr  Phillip  Jackson; 

Nottingham. 

Or  Charles  Jowah, 
portlefoen.  Aberdeenshire. 

Mrs  Kathleen  Lpgn^ 

Cloghan,  Co  Donegal.  . 

MrSiewMtHaie. 

Normanton.  wesl 

Yorkshire.  . 
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MsKnhyMoepm.  Brierley  Hill,  West 

UWLsha?iSld0n'  Midlands. 

M$  Sarah  Rat  Ms  Irene  Stevenson. 

Derby.  .  Sheffield.  . 

Mr  Stephen  Raven.  Mr  C|ivi!  Tabiner, 

Wrexham.  _  .  Leicester.  - 

Ms  Joeiey  Roberts.  ■  _ _ 


It  you'd  like  u>  bask  in  the  glorv  ot  winning  a  199  National  draining  Award,  contact  your  local  FEC/LHC 
in  England  and  Scotland,  the  National  Council  lor  Vocational  Qualifications  (NGVQs)  in  Wales  and  the 
braining  and  F.mplovmcnr  Agency  in  Northern  Ireland.  You'll  find  their  numbers  in  your  local  telephone 
directory  right  n  c  x  t  to  your  com  pernor:-..  OH  T1 1  h  :  1  I M  IS  " 
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40  NATIONAL  TRAINING  AWARDS _ F^biSl  _  1Htiwiy"'"™YCT1,iB°l” 

Training  has  motivated  employees  and  helped  to  move  companies  from  near  disaster  to  prosperity  throughout  tile  Briti — _ — 


Safety,  profits  and 
helping  youngsters 


Increased  productivity,  motivation, 
safety  and  profitability  are  among  the 
benefits  or  training,  according  to  the 
Welsh  winners  of  the  National  Training 
Awards,  lola  Smith  writes. 

At  Tower  Colliery  in  the  Cynon  Valley, 
South  Wales,  the  priority  is  safety.  “If  we 
cant  produce  coal  safely,  we  don't 
produce  it,”  Gary  O’Brien,  the  training 
officer,  says. 

The  pit  was  judged  unviable  by  British 
Coal  and  was  dosed.  Bur  in  1994  the 
miners  bought  it  and  it  became  Europe's 
first  worker-owned  colliery.  Tower  then 
became  the  first  colliery  in  Britain  to 
become  an  NVQ  examination  centre,  with 
190  miners  enrolling  for  a  course  to  brush 
up  on  their  skills. 

All  achieved  NVQ  standards  and 
training  is  now  directed  towards  new 
staff.  For  the  first  time  in  15  years  young 
people  have  been  recruited  to  the  mining 
industry  in  Wales.  Tower’s  accident 
absenteeism  rate  has  been  reduced  sub¬ 
stantially  since  the  buy-out,  wipi 
a  £500,000  saving  on  insurance. 

BP  Chemicals  in  Port  Talbot  decided  in 
1992  to  structure  its  maintenance  staff  into 
multiskilled  teams  under  a  training 
scheme  for  which  295  people  enrolled. 
Focusing  on  both  classroom  tuition  and 
practical  projects,  it  ensured  that  trainees 
were  able  to  undertake  the  tasks  expected. 

“Some  staff  went  on  to  obtain  NVQs 
under  the  Chemical  Industry  Association 


programme  that  we  are  piloting."  Clive 
John,  the  training  officer  says.  "The 
remainder  are  thoroughly  trained  and 
now  spend  two  periods  a  year  undergoing 
either  refresher  courses  or  learning  new 
skills."  The  course  has  resulted  in  fewer 
equipment  breakdowns  and  increased 
productivity. 

The  other  two  winners  in  Wales. 
Parkway  Hold,.  Cwmbran,  and  the 
Princes  Trust  Volunteers  are  from  the 
service  sector.  For  Parkway,  seeking  AA 
four-star  accreditation  gave  them  the 
impetus  to  develop  a  training  programme 
in  1994. 

The  course;  which  90  staff  joined,  was 
customised  to  meet  the  needs  of  each 
department  According  to  Lisa  Jay.  gener¬ 
al  manager  of  the  70-bed  hotel,  the  result 
was  a  significant  improvement  in  stan¬ 
dards  and  customer  service.  There  were 
61  per  cent  fewer  complaints  and  a  27  per 
cent  reduction  in  staff  turnover. 

The  Prince's  Trust  Volunteers  seeks  to 
encourage  young  people  between  16  and 
25  into  emplcryment  or  further  training  by 
boosting  their  confidence  and  decision¬ 
making  powers.  The  Pembrokeshire 
branch  trains  135  people  a  year  towards  a 
City  and  Guilds  qualification  and  a 
Profile  of  Achievement  In  1995,  34  per 
cent  then  found  employment. 


recipe  for  success 


Greenwich  Caledonian  is  now  a  leader  in  the  aero-engine  repair  sector 

Greater  skills  and 
better  methods 


Miners  at  Tower  Colliety  show  their  elation  after  buying  it  from  British  Coal 


Increased  company  profits  and  local 
environmental  improvements  are 
just  two  of  the  positive  effects  from 
Scottish  training  initiatives.  Victoria 
Walker  writes. 

After  its  training  programme  resulted 
in  rapid  growth,  the  haulage  firm  United 
Freight  Distribution  Ltd  enlarged  its  fleet 
from  28  to  40  trucks  and  made  an  annual 
saving  of  £64.-000  in  fuel  costs. 

Drivers  receive  tuition  in  their  legal 
responsibilities  and  managing  time  and 
are  trained  in  heavy-goods  vehicle  driv¬ 
ing,  deliveries  and  geography.  Elizabeth 
MacDonald.  Human  Resource  Manag¬ 
er.  says:  “We  are  now  considering  a 
training  resource  centre  which  will 
indude  materials  on  CD-ROM,  videos 
and  other  open-learning  packages." 

Drum  chapel  Opportunities  Ltd  and 
Strathclyde  Boses  Ltd  become  National 
Training  Award  joint  winners.  Respond¬ 
ing  to  the  bus  company's  difficulty  in 
recruiting  drivers  who  had  a  passenger 
carrying  vehide  (PCV)  licence.  Drum- 
chapel  Opportunities,  a  Glasgow  charity, 
set  up  a  project  funded  by  the  Glasgow 
Development  Agency.  It  targets  the  long¬ 
term  unemployed  and  offers  a  job  for 
successful  candidates.  So  Ear,  161  recruits 
have  joined  Strathclyde  Buses. 

The  Ufsts  and  Barra  Training  Pro¬ 
gramme  is  attempting  to  improve  the 
prosperity  of  the  Outer  Hebridean  is¬ 
lands.  The  initiative,  started  in  1993, 
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Disaster  was  looming  for  O’Hara^ 
Bakeries  in  the  early  Nineties, 
says  Maria  Herron,  marketing 
co-ordinator.  It  had  problems  wilh  indus¬ 
trial  relations  and  had  to  move  to  a  new 
factory  in  Belfast  to  comply  with  environ¬ 
mental  health  regulations,  Amanda  Loose 

"We  all  had  to  pull  together  and  derided 
the  best  way  was  to  change  the  culture  of 
the  factory  and  improve  communications. 
We  started  quarterly  meetings  where  the 
managing  director  explains  changes  to 
the  328  staff,"  Ms  Herron  says. 

“We  also  heeded  to  improve  efficiency 
and  to  comply  with  EC  hygiene  directives, 
so  we  introduced  training  in  bakery 
techniques  and  have  an  in-house  hygiene 
expert  to  train  staff.  Now  12  of  the  factory 
staff  are  doing  a  Scottish  NVQ  in  craft 
bakery,  while  11  managas  of  our  36  shops 
are  doing  NVQs  In  retailing." 

St  Mary's  College  in  Londonderry  also 
emphasises  the  importance  of  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  life.  An  ail-girls  school  with  1,000 
pupils  aged  from  11  to  18  and  a  staff  of  86. 
it  began  a  training  programme  in  1990  for 
teachers,  parents  and  support  staff. 

Geraldine  Keegan,  the  headteacher, 
says;  "We  wanted  to  break  tire  rirde  of 
low  skills  and  unemployment  in  the  area.  - 
and  to  involve  the  community  in  the 
school's  development  Parent  teaching  as¬ 
sistants  asked  us  tor  training  to  give  them 
confidence  to  help  with  computing  classes 


and  soon.  Now  about  90  people  are  being 

trained,  including  staff.”  .  ir 

The  Orchard vflle  Society  in  Belfast 
was  founded  try  parents  in  1987  to  provide 

vocational  training  for 
learning  difficulties.  The  Ordiariville 
Kess  Centre  opened  m  1994  so 
trainees  could  receive  computer  and  office 
training  in  an  office  environment  i  rain- 

ees  have  the  opportunity  to  gam  KSA  and 

NVQ- qualifications  and  work  experience 
in.  the  public  and  private  sectors. 

Alan  Thornsoa  from  theaward^wm- 
nirig  business  centre,  says:  “The  trainees 
provide  a  desktop  publishing  sendee  for 
about  20  regular  customers,  which  goes 
some  way  to  supporting  the  centre,  ir  is 
also  funded  by  several  other  organ¬ 
isations.  The  scheme  is  a  stepping  stone, 
reflecting  a  real  change  in  attitudes  to 
people  with  learning  difficulties.  They 
now  have  a  chance  to  prove  what  they  can 
do  and  how  adaptable  they  are  to  new 
technology." 

Barry  McLean  is  campaign  manager  of 
Business  in  the  Community,  a  pro¬ 
gramme  which  teaches  the  skills  of  the 
private  sector  to  voluntary  organisations. 
"We  started  2h  years  ago  in  response  to 
demands  from- the  voluntary  sector  for 
business  expertise  and  wider  experience,” 
Mr  McLean  says. 


offers  16  S/NVQs,  ranging  from  tourism 
to  childcare.  To  date,  ;I08  people  have 
attained  a  qualification. 

Greenwich  Caledonian  has  emerged  as 
a  leader  In  the  aero-engine  repair  sector. 
A  training  programme  developed  to  cut 
down  costs  and  improve  efficiency  has 
resulted  in  a  25  per  cent  increase  in  sales. 
Team  leaders  and  process  managers 
were  recruited  to  assist  in  leaching  new 
skills  and  operational  methods. 

NTA  winner,  WellwiSe.  (formerly 
WiseStart)  was  started  in  Lanarkshire  in 
1992  m  teach  construction  industry  skiffs 
to  tire  long-term  unemployed.  Trainees 
have  a  52-week  contract  and  are  paid  a 
wage,  receiving  trainmgand  assessment 
up  to  a  leva  2  Scottish  ■.  Vocational 
Qualification  (SVQ).  They  also  work  on 
building  projects.  About  70  per  cent  of 
them  have  found  fuff-time  employment 

To  alleviate  the  number  of  hours  junior 
doctors  work,  the  Queen  Margaret 
Hospital  NHS  Trust  decided  some  of  the 
nursing  staff  could  take  over  responsi¬ 
bility  for  routine  tasks.  Six  medical 
support  nurses  underwent  a  ten-day 
training  programme.  Not  only  has  this 
benefited  the  wards,  it  has  also  opened  up 
new  career  possibilities  and  resulted  in  a 
national  recognised  qualification,  -tbe 
Diploma  in  Professional  Studies  2.  -,j.  . 


NVQ  training  hdpedtojpuU  O’Hara^  Bakeriesjaack  from  the  brink  of  failure 


ROSDRiNKWATER  ON  THEt8  INDIVIDUALS  tt'HO 


Bridging  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  earning  a  living 
and  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  a  worthwhile  career  is  the 
achievement  of  this  year's 
individual  winners  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Training  Awards,  II 
women  and  seven  men,  who 
demonstrate  the  rewards  of 
commitment  to  training. 

Cherry  Dickson  describes 
her  most  pleasurable  experi¬ 
ence  as  “witnessing  women 
reach  their  foil  potential  in 
education  and  employment, 
haring  overcome  many  barri¬ 
ers  on' the  way."  After  20  years 
as  a  farmer's  wife  and  mother 
of  four.  Mrs  Dickson  derided 
to  spend  a  year  training  and 
accepted  rhe  post  of  women's 
officer  at  her  local  Action  for 
Community  Employment  pro¬ 
ject. 

To  date  her  qualifications 
include  an  R5A  Stage  1  in 
computing,  a  certificate  in 
counselling  and  a  diploma  in 
community  development  prac¬ 
tice.  She  is  now’  a  respected 
community  leader  helping 
other  women  to  run  commun¬ 
ity-based  groups,  applying  her 
skills  to  the  everyday  prob¬ 
lems  facing  people  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland. 

In  1991  when  wife  and 
mother  Lynne  Hockney  took 


an  evening  class  in  car  mainte¬ 
nance  in  an  effort  to  help  her 
husband's  taxi  cab  business 
she  had  no  idea  of  the  impact  it 
would  have  on  her  life.  Work¬ 
ing  for  Hedon  Salads,  in  a 
traditionally  male-dominated 
industry,  her  prospects  for 
promotion  were  slim.  but  the 
evening  class  whetted  her 
appetite  far  further  advance¬ 
ment 

She  embarked  on  a  series  of 
training  courses  including 
health  and  safety,  food  hy¬ 
giene,  first  aid  and  an  NVQ 
Level  2  in  Intensive  Crop 
Production.  In  1994  she  was 
appointed  Glasshouse  Fore¬ 
man  and  within  a  year  her 
block  had  become  top  produc¬ 
er  on  the  nursery. 

Kathleen  Logue  was  a  ma¬ 
chinist  who  achieved  high 
standards  of  output  and  quali¬ 
ty.  This  was  the  springboard 
that  set  her  on  a  career  path 
that  would  lead  from  shop 
floor  to  senior  management. 

Recognising  her  own  poten¬ 
tial,  she  applied  for  the  pos¬ 
ition  of  training  instructor,  a 
job  that  became  the  key  to  her 
success.  Today  her  leadership 
qualities  are  highly  respected. 

As  general  manager  with 
Na tu relle Consumer  Products, 
Mrs  Logue  has  helped  the 


company  to  gain  ISO  9002 
accreditation  and  a  certifica¬ 
tion  mark  for  the  industrial 
coverage  range  of  products. 
The  local  community  has  ben¬ 
efited  through  her  creation  of 
jobs  and  the  introduction  of 
men  into  traditionally  female 
occupations. 

When  he  left  school  at  18 
Philip  Jackson  was  an  under¬ 
achiever  with  a  speech  impedi¬ 
ment  Today  he  is  an 
accomplished  public  speaker 
with  a  demanding  position  as 
a  nursing-home  consultant  re¬ 
sponsible  for  training  80  em¬ 
ployees.  He  has  set  up  NVQ 
assessment  centres  in  retail 
and  hairdressing.  Sixty  per 
cent  of  his  staff  have  achieved, 
or  are  working  towards,  an 
NVQ  in  Care  and  he  is 
steering  the  group  towards  an 
Investors  in  People  Award. 
Mr  Jackson’s  goal  has  been 
constant,  to  develop  his  own 
skills  to  enable  him  to  help 
others  to  realise  their 
potential. 

"To  see  individuals  gain  in 
confidence  and  self-esteem  is  a 
joy.  and  to  be  involved  as  they 
develop  and  progress  is  won¬ 
derful."  he  says.  “It  allows  me 
to  repay  the  people  who  have 
faith  in  me." 

Sylvia  Forster  had  to  aban- 
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THE  ORMEROD 
HOME  TRUST  LTD. 

Registered  Charity  Number  502203 


INVESTOR  W 
PEOPLE 


The  Trust  is  a  social  care  provider  to  adults  who  have 
learning  disabilities.  The  last  two  years  have  centred 
around  major  change  and  our  training  and  development 
strategy  has  been  crucial  to  the  process.  Winning  the 
National  Training  Award  has  validated  our  success.  We 
are  thrilled  to  have  our  excellence  recognised  at 
Regional  and  National  level. 

For  further  information  contact  Roseina  Flannery,  Chief 
Executive  or  Jim  Corley,  Personnel  Manager,  40  North 
Promenade,  St.Annes,  Lancs.  FY8  2NQ 
Telephone  Number  01253  723513  Fax  01253  780213. 


don  her  academic  ambitions 
early  on  in  order  to  help 
support  her  widowed  mother. 
Only  when  her  awn  children 
began  school  did  embark  on 
her  nursing  career,  working 
as  a  part-time  nursing 
auxiliary. 

She  then  trained  as  a  State 
Enrolled  Nurse  specialising  in 
care  for  the  elderly  and  alter 
five  years  moved  to  the  private 
sector  as  a  residential  care 
manager. 

Further  training  in  manage¬ 
ment  skills  enabled  her  to 
convert  to  Registered  General 
Nurse  and  five  months  after 
qualifying  she  was  appointed 
matron  of  the  Springchoice 
Care  Coppins  Nursing  Home. 
She  then  studied  for  an  HNC 
in  Social  Care,  took  an  NVQ 
assessor  course  and  qualified 
for  D32  and  D33. 

She  was  then  able  to  start 
NVQ  training  with  her  staff, 
and  in  addition  to  her  respon¬ 
sibilities  as  matron,  now 
teaches  NVQ  standards  part- 
time  at  her  local  college. 

"Theoretical  knowledge 
dovetailing  with  vocational 
and  practical  skills  is  the  key 
to  success  in  business,"  says 
Stephen  Raven,  summing  up 
his  business  philosophy.  He 
awns  ASSIST  Creative  Re¬ 
sources.  a  multimedia  com¬ 
munications  business,  with  a 
growing  list  of  prestigious 
corporate  clients - 

Mr  Raven  attributes  his 
success  to  his  commitment  to 
education  and  training.  He  left 
school  with  p opr- .  English 
skills,  but  despite  this  he 
gained  a  degree  in  physical 
education,  a  postgraduate  cer¬ 
tificate  in  education  and  be¬ 
came  a  lecturer  in  physical 
education. 

Along  the  path  from  educa- 
]  don  vo  business  Mr  .  Raven 
j  taught  himself  multimedia  au- 
!  thoring.  desktop  publishing 
i  and  graphic  design  skills  and 
I  gained  an  Open  University 
j  MA  by  obtaining  the  NVQ 
|  assessor  qualification  D32  and 
D33. 

In  1992  he  set  up  his  own 
company,  and  in  1994  ASSIST 
j  Health  and  Fitness  won  an 
|  NTA.  It  was  the  launch  pad  for 
}  the  formation  of  his  present 
|  company. 

|  Despite  having  to  care  for 
j  her  younger  sister  and  dis- 
:  abled  father,  Joeley  Roberts 
left  school  with  six  GCSE 
passes.  She  applied  for  a  job  as 
an  apprentice1  in  all  trades  at 
Liverpool  City  Council  and 
was  employed  as  an  appren¬ 
tice  carpenter  and  joiner  on  a 
j  three-year,  college-based 
j  course.  She  thrived  in  the  job. 
j  achieving  NVQ  levels  1, 2  and 
j  3  in  carpentry  and  joinery.  In 
j  1993.  with  her  eye  on  a  position 


in  management,  she  began 
studies  for  an  Ordinary  Nat¬ 
ional  Certificate  in  Building 
Construction  and  will  com¬ 
plete  her  training  this  year. 

It  was  an  evening  class  in  A- 
level  history  that  ser  hospital 
porter  Steve  McHaie  on  a 
path  to  continuous  learning. 
Not  only  did  the  class  boost  his 
confidence,  it  transformed  his 
career  aspirations. 

Mr  McHaie  enrolled  on  the 
Registered  Mental  Nurse 
training  course  at  Wakefield 
College,  gained  a  teaching 
qualification  and  went  on  to 
study  for  a  BA  (Hons)  Degree 
in  Combined  Studies.  He  feels 
his  training  has  brought  him 
enormous  personal  benefits. 

“The  degree  broadened  my 
thinking  and  deepened  my 
analytical  skills,"  he  says.  "It 
also  caught  me  research  tech¬ 
niques  that  are  more  impor¬ 
tant  in  nursing." 

From  childhood  Penny 
Roshal's  ambition  was  to 
work  as  a  cook.  After  her  first 
job  as  cook  to  an  Admiral  she 
spent  four  years  in  the  Army 
and  worked  as  a  Post  Office 
catering  manager. 

Having  joined  Dudley  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Borough  Council 
Catering  Services  as  a  trainee 
manager,  she  studied  for  the 
Institute  of  Personnel  Dev¬ 
elopment  qualification  and  to¬ 
day,  os  general  manager,  runs 
a  business  with  a  turnover  in 
excess  of  £5  million,  oversee¬ 
ing  IDO  staff  who  provide 
20.000  meals  every  day. 

Ms  Rushen’s  efforts  have 
saved  (he  company  more  than 
□0.000  with  no  interruption 
to  service  or  quality  sod  she 
has  alsooontributed  to  Dudley 
MBC  being  recognised  as  an 
Investor  in  fcopie. 

In  eight  years  Joseph  Ed¬ 
wards  has  progressed  from  a 
job  as  a  labourer  with  Donna 
Old  Bleach  factory  of  Randals- 
towru  County  Antrim,  to  plaj«- 
tng  a  pivotal  role  in  the  success 
of  the  company. 

Today,  he  is  responsible  for 


toe  training  and  development 
of  240  people.  Taking  at  least 
two  courses  a  year,  Mr  Ed¬ 
wards  has  qualified  in  plan¬ 
ning.  finance,  personal  com¬ 
puting,  programme  design 
and  as  an  adult  literacy  tutor. 
He  has  gained  a  professional 
diploma  in  management  and 
is  well  on  his  way  to  a  Master 
of  Science  degree. 

It  was  with  the  goal  of 
becoming  a  teacher  that 
Charles  Juwah  graduated 
from  Nigeria's  University  of 
Maiduguri  with  a  degree  in 
Agricultural  Science.  Now  a 
science  course  leader  at 
Aberdeen  College,  be  has  an 
impressive  list  of  qualifica¬ 
tions  mduding  a  Bachelor's 
and  a  Master’s  degree  and  a 
doctorate. 

Dr  Juwah  is  wholly  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  principal  of  continu¬ 
ous  development  "I  have 
became  more  aware  of  the 
need  for  lifetime  learning."  he 
says,  “and  the  requirement  to 
keep  abreast  of  new  know¬ 
ledge  and  changes  in  my 
professional  practices." 

in:  15  years  Sarah  RaJ  has 
progressed  from  her  general 
nurse  training  to  a  managerial 
position  ana  is  consultant 
nurse  of  three  nursing  and 
residential  care  homes.  As  a 
result  of  her  vision  and  com¬ 
mitment.  Rushctiff  Nursing 
Home  won  a  Business  Enter¬ 
prise  Award  in  1992. 

Feeling  that  his  career  op- 
tions  were  limited  by  his  lade 
of  qualifications,  Clive 
Tabiner  enrolled  on  a  three- 
year  HND  course  in  Rural 
Resource  Management  with 
the  aim  of  working  towards  a 
career  in  countryside,  leisure 
and  tourism,  “ft  was  at 
Hayne  College  in  Devon  that  I 
really  learnt  to  read  books  and 
journals  effectively,"  he  says. 

Soon  after  tearing  college  he 
became  assistant  farm  manag¬ 
er  at  Farm  world  near 

Leicester  and  W2  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of 
farm  manager.  Aware  of  the 
need  to  deliver  top  quality 
customer  service.  Mr  Tabiner 
derided  that  the  Investors  in 
PtopJe  programme  was  ideal  i 
to  develop  his  small  staff  team  ; 

A  sufferer  from  ME  for  five 
years,  Irene  Stevenson  has 
nevertheless  adtieved  her  am¬ 
bition  of  a  B$c  Degree  and  a 

teaching  port  inlu'nhe'r  educa¬ 
tion.  In  addition,  she  has  taken 
an-  HNC  in  computes1  studies, 
a  postgraduate  diploma  in 
management  studies  and  is 


position  at  Deartte  Valley  Coll¬ 
ege.  A  bonus  is  that  her  jab 
involves  working  with  people 
made  redundant  due  to-  the 
closure  of  the  mining  industry 
in. the  region.  “Helping  them 
towards  new  jobs  is  immense¬ 
ly  rewanJing."  she  says. 

fri  his  18  years  with  interface 
Europe  lid.,  Stephen  Martin 
has  risen  to  a  management 
role  with  responsibility  for 
health  and  safety,  technical 
and  management  services, 
plus  quality  and  enriixaunen- 
tal  matters. 

His  steady  career  progres¬ 
sion  has  been,  underpinned  by 
gaining  a  Master's  degree  in 
management,  a  remarkable 
achievement  -for.  someone 
wh  ose  school  career  Lacked 
distinction.  Several'  of  Mr 
Martini  many  qualifications 
have  been  translated  into  busi¬ 
ness  initiatives  in  which  he 
has  worked  with  ralleagues  to 
gain  commitment  to  a  new 
system  or  policy. 

After  a  series  of  temporary 
jobs  Ruby  Morgan  realised 
that  the  positions  that  stated 
her  best  were  those  which  . 
involved  contact  with  the  pub¬ 
lic.  As  housing  assistant  with 
the  London  Borough  of  Lewi¬ 
sham  she  attended .  in-house 
vocational  training  courses 
and  had  two  promotions  in 
rapid  succession. 

Her  next  step  was  to  attend 


a.  four-year,  day  release  place¬ 
ment.  gaining  both  the  BTEC 
National  Certificate  and  the 
Higher  National  Certificate  in 
housing  studies. 

In  1994  when  Lewisham 
introduced  NVQs,  Ms  Mor¬ 
gan  trained  as  an  assessor  and 
in  1996  qualified  for  the  role  of 
internal  verifier  within  the 
counriL  Among  her  achieve¬ 
ments  is  her  development  of  a 
quality  customer  services 
programme. 

Camilla  Hall  and  Marga¬ 
ret  Easton,  who  share  a  joint 
award,  are  both  experienced 
nurses,  working  in  psycho- 
geriatric  care  and  within  the 
field  of  Iong^stay  care  of  the 
elderly  for  Moray  Health  Ser¬ 
vices  Trust  They  believed  that 
some  of  the  falls  suffered  by 
the.  patients  could  be  prevent¬ 
ed.  and  trained  themselves  in 
dinical  audit  technique^  by 
taking  an  open  learning 
course  through  the  UravOraty 
of  Dundee.  .  .  ■  ■  v- 
.  Thus  armed,  they  devfaedra 
fall  prevention  policy  involv¬ 
ing  alarm  systems,  conoditral- 
ing  staff  levels  at  high  risk 
times  and  identifying  high  risk 
patients.  The  result  was  a  drop 
in  the  number  of  falls  in  the 
study  ward  from  21  to  six  for 
an  equivalent  period,  and  the 
two  nurses  have  now  dissemi¬ 
nated  their  findings  to  a 
worldwide  audience.  • 
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a  certificate  in  education. 

.  Made  redundant  in  1994, 
she  took  work  as  a  part-time 
lecturer  at  Sheffield  Hallam 
Unmversity  and  in  1995  was 
offered  ter  present  fiiO-rime 
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■  FILM  1 

The  Princeandl; 
Branagh  stays 
faithful  to  the 
text,  but  swamps 
Hamlet  in  ' 
gloss  and  stars 


■  FILM  2 

Fierce  Creatures 
reunites  the 
cast  of  A  Fish 
Called  Wanda 
fora  broad 
farce  set  in  a  zoo 


ARTS 


■  FILM3 

Attenborough’s 
charming  but  dull 
In  Love  and  War 
tells  the  stoiy 
of  Hemingway’s 
wartime  romance 


■  FILM  4 

Steve  Buscemi 
turns  director 
to  take  a  wry  look 
at  small-town 
America  in 
Trees  Lounge 


CINEMA:  Geoff  Brown  stands  back  as  Branagh  unleashes  his  all-star,  full-length  Hamlet  at  modem  groundlings 


Ken’s  lust 


Tomorrow,  St  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day,  brings  us 
songs  of  love  from  the 
likes  of  Richard  At¬ 
tenborough  and  The  Brothers 
McMullen's  Edward  Bums. 
There  are  also  new  films  from 
Kenneth  Branagh  and  John 
Cleese.  Who  said  low  was 
dead?  Who  said  British  cine¬ 
ma  was  dead?  Who,  in  deal, 
said  Shakespeare  was  dead? 

Branagh  does  not  think  so, 
although  *e  mosr  striking 
aspect  of  his  plush,  four-hour 
Hamlet  is  the  effort  he  makes 
to  convince  young  audiences 
that  the  Bard  is  worth  file 
popcorn,  the  sharpy  drink,  and 
the  other  accoutrements  of  a 
night  at  the  movies  in  1997.  . 

As  adapter  and  director. 
Branagh  seems  terrified  that 
the  Elizabethan  language 
might  sail  over  heads.  Every 
line— and  this  is  the  complete 
play  —  is  enunciated  with  file 
kind  of  darity, suited  to  people 
hard  of  hearing.  And  if  the  text 
offers  a  chance  for  an  illustra¬ 
tive  glimpse  or  flashback. 
Branagh  leaps  in.  So  here  are 
Hamlet  ana  Ophelia  (Bran¬ 
agh  and  Kate  Winslet)  making 
love;  over  there,  young  Ham 
makes  merry  with  Yorick  (Ken 
Dodd,  very  daft)  and  Ophelia 
paces  her  padded  cell.  It’s  all. 
rather  exhausting. 

Branagh  also  plumps  for 
massive  visual  decoration.  He 
shoots  In  70mm,  each  image 
crisp  as  frost  on  a  window- 
pane.  He  shifts  the  play  to  the 
late  19th  century,  when  pomp 
still  held  sway,  monarchies 
still  ruled,  and  characters 
could  wear  a  dazzling  ward¬ 
robe  of  checkeredjackas,bro- 
cadeand  gold  tassels.  Elsinore  - 
is  recreated  as  a  vasx  and 
brooding  winter  palace.  The. 
exterior  is  actually  Blenheim, 
dressed  in  tons  of  artificial 
snow;  tire  interior  State  Hall  is 
a  black-and-white  chessboard 
ringed  by  galleries,  stairways 
and  balustrades,  ft  could  al¬ 
most  be  the  set  for  an  MGM 
musical. 

The  casting,  too,  is  meant  to 
dazzle.  The  chief  parts  may  be 
in  stalwart  hands  (Derek 
Jacobi  as  Claudius,  Richard 
Briers  as  Folonius.  Julie  Chris¬ 
tie  as  Gertrude),  but  the  small¬ 
er  parts  are  enlivened  or 
ruined  by  all  manner  of  men. 
Robin  Williams  makes  some¬ 
thing  out  of  the  courtier  Osric; 


Billy  Crystal,  die  First 
Gravedigger,  passes  muster; 
while  Gerard  Depardieu,  Po- 
loruus's  servant  Reyna] da 
gives  cause  for.  titters. 

And  what  of  Branagh  him¬ 
self.  pacing  the  corridors  with 
trim  moustache  and  blond 
Nordic  hair?  His  Hamlet  is  no 
introspective  prince;  this  isn’t 
an  option  when  you  play  to  the 
gallery..  His  is  a  nimble, 
mercurial  Hamlet,  largely  un¬ 
exceptional,  except  when  he 
ads  mad  and  pulls  faces. 
Perhaps  more  of  Branagh's 
creative  juices  went  misdirect¬ 
ing  rather  than  acting;  the  film 
is  certainly  more  of  a  piece 


Hamlet 

Curzon  Mayfair 
PG,  242  mins 
Branagh's  Shakespeare 
for  the  masses 

Fierce  Creatures 

Empire,  PG,  93  mins 
Broad  farce  from 
.  John  Cleese  ■ 

In  Love  and  War 

Warner  West  End 
15, 115  mins 
Soggy  romancefrom 
Rickard  Attenborough 

She’s  the  One 

ABC  Tottenham -Court 
Road,  15,97min 
Amiable  but  slight 
romantic  comedy  , 

Trees  Lounge 

Virgin  Haymarket  * 
95  mins 

Diary  of  a  Long 
Island  nobody 


than  any  other  of  his  Shake¬ 
speare  forays.  The  camera 
often  adopts  the  full-frontal 
position,  catching  perfor¬ 
mances  in  long  takes,  al¬ 
though  the  scene  with 
Chariton  Hestanv  Player 
King  benefits  from  edgy  shots 
of  watching  faces. 

And  so  the  film  advances, 
richly  caparisoned,  subtlety 
mostly  banished,  the  lines 
thumped  home  foraff  to  hear. 

four  hcxjrel^ theTdari^  you 
may  feel  tired  and  blud¬ 
geoned.  but  you  cannot  ever 
accuse  Branagh  of  failing  to 
achieve  his.  goal:  the  complete 


Hamlet,  decked  in  baubles  for 
the  multiplexes. 

If  there  was  room  m  Hamlet 
for  Dodd,  Williams,  Crystal 
and  company,  where,  you 
might  think,  was  John  Cleese? 
Too  busy  tinkering  with 
Fierce  Creatures,  ms  long- 
awaited  companion  to  A  Fish. 
■Called  Wanna.  Shooting  was 
completed  in  1995.  Reactions 
of  preview  audiences  persuad¬ 
ed  Cleese  to  rewrite  the  final 
third,  but  a  year  had  to  pass 
before  his  Wanda  co-stars, 
Kevin  Kline,  Jamie  Lee  Curtis 
and  Michael  Palin,  were  free 
to  return  to  the  project.  Robert 
-Young,  the  Original  director, 
was  never  able  to  return,  so 
Fred  Schepisi  filled  file  breach 
forthereshoct 
For  aB  the  protracted  gesta¬ 
tion,  the  Em  seems  all  of  a 
piece:  a  faroci  set  in  an  English 
zoo,  that  telegraphs  its  jokes  in 
advance  but  still  allows  laugh¬ 
ter  of  sorts  to  flourish.  Noce  of 
the  characters  from  Wanda 
surfaces,  but  there  is  the  same 
delight  in  ribbing  the  British 
Establishment,  indulging  in 
sexual  comedy  and  wooing 
American  audiences.  Geese's 
character  is  Rollo  Lee,  newly 
appointed  director  of  a  zoo 
recently  acquired  ty  an  Aus¬ 
tralian  multi-media  mogul 
(pne  of  Kline’S  dual  rales}. 

In  order  to  indicate  the 
mogul’s  vulgarity.  Geese 
and  his  co-writer  Iain 
Johnstone  ktttemanrip 
with  farts  and  belches.  Luck¬ 
ily,  greater  subtlety  goes  into 
other  parts  of  the  script  like 
the  zoo's  “fierce  animal  poli¬ 
cy",  designed  to  beef  up  bax- 
-  office  takings,  but  difficult  to 
achieve  with  creatures  such  as 
lemurs.  .  .  ~  - 

But  Fierce  Creatures  relies 
mostly  on  Cleese’s  squawks 
and  Muster,  an  dropped  pants 
and  raised  eyebrows,  phis 
broad  satire  on  marketing 
strategies,  sponsorship  deals 
and  otter  signs  of  the  tiroes. 
Creatures  is  not  as  funny  as 
Wanda,  itself  an  overrated  • 
film,  but  it  gets  by. 

One  of  the  very  last  diver¬ 
sions  of  Hamlet  is  the  sight  of 
Richard  Attenborough  as  the 
English  Ambassador  who  ar¬ 
rives  with  the  redundant  news 
that  Rosencrantz  and 
Gufiderstem  are  dead.  All  in  a 
days  work  for  Attenborough, 


ACADEMY  AWARD 
NOMINATIONS 


IN  CIV  DING 


BEST  FILM.  BEST  DERECTOR,  BEST  ACTOR  A  BEST  SUPPORTING  ACTOR 


“COMM? 

Soria,  Itfcfnia 

nuns1 

Obetrws 

TOJORfflttRP 


STARTS  TOMORROW 


Lumiere 


017).  S3o  06  VI 


NOW  SHOWING 

■■  ODEON  OOFOH  CULOH  O0£b«  Kp  ivII'N 


\ 


rl 


Tt  Is  more  of  a  piece  Chan  any  other  of  his  Shakespeare  forays”:  Kenneth  Branagh  with  Kate  Winslet  in  his  occasionally  exhausting  Hamlet 


ends  today 


CURZON  MAYFAIR 


of  course,  who  has  spent  most 
of  his  recent  time  filming  In 
Love  and  War  at  Shepperran 
studios  and  a  fetching  group  of 
Italian  locations.  Italy's  job 
was  to  provide  the  backdrop 
for  the  love  that  ignited,  flick¬ 
ered  and  faded  between  an 
ambulance  driver  called  Er¬ 
nest  Hemingway  and  a  .  nurse 
named  Agnes  von  Kurowsky 
in  the  summer  of  1918. 

Compared  to  Attenbor¬ 
ough’s  other  biographical  dra¬ 
mas,  tins  romance  does  not 
attempt  to  plumb  the  depths, 
although  he  still  aims  tor  a 
spectacle  throbbing  with  size 
and  Importance.  As  the  stars, 
Sandra  Bullock  and  Chris 
O'Donnell,  perform  their  hesi¬ 
tation.  waltz,  one  thinks  at 
times  of  Ryan's  Daughter, 
another  small  story  writ  too 
large.  Bullock's  easy  {harm 
and  ■  mnoonsense  air  suit  the 
nurse  while  O’Donnell’s  boy¬ 
ish  vitality  comes  in  useful  for 
the  future  author  of  A  Farewell 
to  Arms  (Hemingway's  fiction- 
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‘Intensely 

moving’ 

Every  week,  young  film  fans 
discuss  the  latest  meases . . . 


U  HAM  LET 

Damian  Samuels,  19:  A  star¬ 
tling  cinematic  experience, 
well  told  and  directed. 

Matt  Jones,  20:  Kenneth 
Branagh  gets  fantastic  perfor¬ 
mances  from  his  star-studded 
cast.  It  looks  magnificent  and 
rarely  flagged. 

Tim  Thornton.  21:  Intensely 
moving:  the  scenes  between 
Hamlet  and  Horatio  packed 
real  emotional  punch.  Only 
the  meet  pretentious  of  Shake¬ 
speare  buffs  are  likely  to  find 
fault  with  this. 

Nigel  Wraxall,  1&  The  almost 
definitive  version,  with  no 
poor  performances. 

□  SHFS  THE  ONE 
Damian:  A  pretty  cast  pro¬ 
vides  few  laughs  in  a  pretty 
mundane  comedy. 

Matt:  Diverting  but  ultimate¬ 
ly  empty. 

Tim:  A  good,  old-fashioned 
mnn^your-brain  romantic 
comedy. 

Nigel:  An  endearing  stoiy 
with  strong  characters. 

□  FIERCE  CREATURES 
Damian:  Tamer  than  Wanda, 
this  bawdy  comedy  has  per¬ 
fectly  timed  set-pieces  that  are 
the  work  of  an  excellent  team. 
Matt  Far  superior  to  most 
recent  comedies. 

Tim;  Cleese  ft  Co  have  made 
the  best  Carry  On  film  even 
slick,  sexy  and  superb. 

Nigct  Slapstick  at  its  very 


al  response  to  the  affair).  But 
they  never  seem  otter  than 
movie  figures,  gliding  through 
an  undernourished  film. 

She's  the  One.  Edward 
Burns’s  follow-up  to  the  inde¬ 
pendent  hit.  The  Brothers 
McMullen,  is  more  of  the 
same,  only  mi  a  bigger  budget 
Bums  himself  plays  Mickey, 
"the  only  English-speaking 
white  guy  driving,  a  cab  in 
New  Yoric”.  He  becomes  in¬ 
volved  with,  and  marries,  a 


fare  named  Hope  (Marine 
Bahnsj.  Meanwhile.  Mike 
McGlone,  another  Brothers 
McMullen  alumnus,  is  cheat¬ 
ing  on  his  wife  Rene  (Jennifer 
Ardston,  from  Friends)  with 
Heather  (Cameron  Diaz). 
Mickey's  dream  woman 
turned  monster.  Confused? 
Not  for  long:  Bums  takes 
great  care  to  keep  tilings  dear 
in  this  pleasant  enough,  but 
hardly  taring,  romantic 
comedy. 


Even  quieter  pleasures  are 
offered  by  Trees  Lounge,  the 
first  feature  directed  fay  actor 
Steve  Buscemi,  popeyed  talis¬ 
man  of  American  independent 
movies.  As  so  often  with  first 
endeavours,  he  has  dug  into 
his  own  past  to  spin  the  sad- 
funny  story  of  Tommy  Basilio 
(played  by  Buscemi  himself, 
who  else?),  a  barfly  and  out-of- 
work  mechanic  who  finds 
salvation  of  sorts  driving  his 
late  unde’s  ice-cream  truck 


through  the  dull  streets  of 
Valley  Stream,  Long  Island. 
This  is  Buscemi 's  home  town, 
and  the  film’s  sense  of  place  is 
a  major  asset 

Another  is  its  generous  re¬ 
sponse  to  all  manner  of 
humans,  from  Buscemi’s  hin¬ 
ny,  petulant  loser  to  the  older 
fixtures  propping  up  the  bar. 
and  the  17-year-old  girl,  win- 
ningly  played  by  Chloe 
SeWgny.  who  complicates  the 
hero’s  life. 


'""N* 


‘highly  entertaining 

HOT  PRESS 

‘delicious” wm. 

_ .“terrific  Wi 
a  charmingly  E£CIIII|:;  : 
intelligent  comedy” 

BARRY  NORMAN -FILM  97 


A  Aim  about 

love,  marriage,  heophess... 

aoci  the  little  d.straciicns  oetv/een 

she’s 


STARTS  TOMORROW  AT  CINEMAS 


ACROSS  THE  COUNTRY 


CALL  itp—™ 
LfttmnoMCMw 
F11&F1  UTfclHiRUtUF. 
DETAILS,  MTHlNWJDfc 


■  CHOICE  1 

Jane  Asher  heads 
the  cast  of  Doug 
Lurie’s  new  play. 
The  Shallow  End 

VENUE:  Now  in  preview 
at  the  Duke  of  York's 


■  CHOICE  2 

. . .  while  Kate 
O’Mara  directs 
and  stars  in  a  new 
Twelfth  Night 

VENUE:  Opens  tonight. 
Haymarket,  Basingstoke 


Tnr  -nMESTWJRSDAY  FEBRUARYjjjgg 

■  NEW  VIDEOS 


■  CHOICE  3 

The  Royal  Ballet 
stages  Twyla 
Tharp’s  Push 
Comes  to  Shove 

VENUE:  Opens  tonight 
at  the  Royal  Opera  House 


Adolescent  love 

in  Boys,  plus 
Cary  Grant  and 
Burt  Lancaster 
in  two  classics 
from  the  Fifties 


LONDON 

THE  SHALLOW  ENfr  Doug  Luae's 
rrvj  play,  tfreowJ  tv  Ftatan  Lrievr  e: 
ortwid  Sr.  soc"®;  a)  a  smart  wedtfinq 
a  re-do  mogul's  Henchmen  aroggte  to* 
pO*ts  and  Tcny  Doyle 

head  an  rloroslrg  cas l 
Royal  Court  Downstairs  (Duka  of 
York's).  SI  Mortal's  Lang,  WC2  lOWl 
sffi  5C TO)  Prerowfc  begn  today, 
r  30pm  Opens  Fab  17. 7pm  Then  Mon- 
SzJ.  r  3Pp«r.  roof  Saf.  350pm 

ROYAL  BALLET-  Return  Only  hr  OiK 
season  s  Msi  Mixed  Programme,  which 
includes,  Dcrfld  Ehrttey’a  Conscrt 
Lessons.  Kemom  MacMBan's  The 
Jbdas  Tree  and  Twyu  Tharp  s  Push 
CorewtoSwvc  Pwtomwnaraaisocn 
February  16, 25. 26.  May  7. 6  and  >2 
Royal  Opera  Kouvo.  Covert  Garden. 
VYOZ  (01 71 -304  4000)  Taught.  7  30pm. 

SEVEN  BRIDES  FOR  SEVEN 
BROTHERS  An  oufyantftig  scon?  and 
broaxTut ing  choreography  combine  n 
l  he  musical  tala  d  hirtjesyxi-  ablings 
ofn&crtteaol  romance  is  to  tadnap 
ih»  piosped  we  wives 
CfturcMU.  High  Stnrci  BrrxrkvtOW- 
4S06677|  Opens tnwgW.  7  45pm  Then 
Mon-Fn.  T  4Spm.  mars  Thors  and  Sof. 
aJOfm.  Until  March  1 

ELSEWHERE 

BASINGSTOKE  hale  O  Mara  daeds 
and  stare  as  Oh«u  In  TrraBlh  Might 


□  AfftSWtUUMG'  NewCnarMie 
Jones  (day  lor  Swcsi  Desserts  Thaame 
Co.  the  Story  d  iwo  women  sltat  away 
in  a  menial  nosptai  tor  haU  a  centwy  tor 
beam?  an  flegArtate 

BAC.  Lavender  NS.  SMll  (0171-223 
2223)  Toe-Sun.  830pm.  Su\  6  30pm 
UnM  February  IP. 

■  ART  Abed  Rrmey.  Tom  Courtenay 
and  hen  San  <n  an  exceptionally 
rnferesling  drama  aboul  l/nrebhp. 
unspoken  resentment  and  an  atawsl  oB- 
«K»»  canvas  fAjfifwnWirchusrtraas. 
Wyndham's.  Charing  Cross  Rd.  WCS 
10171-369  1736)  Tua-SaL  8pm:  maK 
Wert.  3pm.  sa  and  Sim.  5pm. 

□  BACKPAY-  Tamamha 
Hammerschlaq's  fcS  ptay.  set n  South 
ASnca  where  a  wttae  teenager  seoetes 
ouJherUaj*  nurse  and  hopdassly 
misjudges  tfie  ensung  saualons. 

Royal  Court  Thmrtra  Upstairs 
(Cade).  Ambassadors,  West  Street 
rax?  <01 71-565  5000/  Mon-Sat  7pm: 
mat  Sat  lF«b  22).  4pm.  LmN  March  1 

□  BEATRIX-  Cosy  one-woman-show 
QyPatnoa  Routfedge.  tfppng  wo  (he 
Wp  ol  Mes  Poco.  eftrarader  ol  flopsy 
Dunraas  and  breeder  ol  sheep 
Graan  tried.  C/rcmsHffi.  SE1 0(0181  - 
658  7755)  Mon-Sau  7  -ISpnr.  mol  Sat 
2  30pm.  Until  February  15 

SJ  DEATH  OF  A  SALESMAN  AM, 
Anrcaiong  ptrys  ihe  hoflow  man 
deluded  by  slogans  m  competent 


NEW  RELEASES 

♦  FLY  AWAY  HOME  (U)'  Endearing 
tale  ol  orphaned  Canada  geese,  etfh 
Anrsa  Paqum  and  Jell  Danrefe 
elephant  Picture  Home  (01 7 1  -498 
3323|  CWoan*:  KaRrington  (0181-315 
4?14|  Hafale  Arch  10181-315  4216) 
Swiss  Cottage  10181-315  4220)  Ritzy 
10171-7372121)  uavnutetayi© 
(0990  eW390)  Virgin  ChoteM  (pi  71  • 
353  50951  Warner  0171-437  43431 

»S  GIRL  FRIDAY  (U>  Mad  tel 
newspaper  comedy,  vrtage  1940.  vrih 
Cary  Grart  and  fta-jind  ftfssB. 
Director  Hward  Hawks 
Curzcn  Photmlx  (0171369 1721)  NFT 
(0171-9393233) 

THE  PROPRIETOR  |  ?2)  Frenchwntor 
relumsywrrwta  wartime  riwnaiMS 
Loaderi  drama. « 4h  Joanne  Moreau 
MUrama  (0171  235  4225)  WHY  (0171- 
727  212 1 1  Vhgln  Ftdhem  Road  101 7  V 
370  2636 1  Wamar  (01 71-427  43«3) 

RIDICULE  (15)  Ra,w>  Leconte  swtfiy 
oashjme  pece  set  m  Lotos  XVTs«*irt. 
■n.lh  Ferny  Man.  Jean  flochtfort 
BarMcan  (0171-636  889  U  Chelan 
10)71  -351  3742)  Ctaphwn  Ptctora 
How  -'01 7 1  -493  3323)  Curaon  West 
End  '0171X3  1722i  Gate  Nutting  HU 
C:r:-?e?4&t3l  RRzy  roiri- 7372121 1 
Sowan  on  lha  HB  (01 71 -435  3366) 

♦  WHTTE  MATTS  BURDEN  (IS)’ 

i  Jrnindog  John  Tcncto  ciainc  justice 


TODAY’S  CHOICE 


A  dally  guide  to  ana 
and  entertainment 
complied  by  Gillian  Maxey 


Tte  producOon  ol  Shotespearos 
(yticd  Laio  of  romanbCJove  and  msiafcon 
OsnWy  mate  Ihe  revival  ol  tie  Bnteh 
Actors  Thoolre  Ccxnpary 
Haynwtat  WWa  Slreer  (01256 
465E66)  Opens  tontght  7  45pm.  Then 
Morx-SaL  7  4Spm.  mats  Sal  and  VIW 
(Feb 6). 3pm  UnNMerch8  Q 

GLASGOW  Conductor OsmoVanska 
leads  ihe  BBC  SecdHata  Symphony 
Orchaaaw  in  Stoelruss  Second 
Symphony,  as  pert  of  ita  orchestra's 
SbelwsSymplwnYCy'ria  PamMepw, 
d«wt  |dn3  the  BBC  90  lor  Ihe  BnWh 
prerraere  ol  James  MadMan's 
7/wdudh  whte  Prtncn's  Sntonra  cb 
Rnyuern  cooptates  the  programme. 
C8y  Hal.  CjncBehggs  (0141-297 
5511)  Tomsfit  7.30pm 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD'  Mark  Ravcnha 
tallows  hfc  Shcppmgand  F“  mg  vrih  a 
radical  rewortong  ol  Fattat  teinng  it  as 
a  Journey  ol  gruosome  pleasun:  across 
rnodom  fJTKmoa.  Nk*  PrsSpptxi  dlracto 
Aiaai  Beieter  and  Pole  Baftc  »» o  mutfr 
medls  piece  (Or  Actara  Totong  Theatre. 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


of  theatre  showing  In  London 

■  Hqum  fu8.  returns  only 
D  Some  seats  wraftaMa 
□  Seats  ol  «B  price* 


practeUon  erf  HBler s  drama 
NaOonal  (Lytrefon).  South  SE1 
(0171-9282252)  ToragfiFSaL  73Qpnr. 
mat  Sat.  2. 15pm.  In  rep 

BHEATHCUFF  CRlRtohanfs 
musaal  boatmen  ol  Wuthersig  Heights 
reaches  London  alter  an  extonswa 
namnal  tour  Hetei  Hobson  plays 
Ca&iy.  wdh  songs  by  Tin  nee 
Labans  Apollo.  Queen  Carofcnc 
Street  H3mmaramSh.WB  (017M16 
6050)  Mon-Sri,  8prtL  UnU  April  5. 

□  LAUGHTER  ON  THE  23RD 
FLOOR:  Neil  Sonon's  hwiy  account  ol 
•nlffiff  mmg  a  team  of  scnplwniers 
tor  oomedran  Ski  Caesar  in  the  1950& 
Ouean's.  Sholtatuv  Avenue.  WT 
(0171-494  5040)  Mon-SaL  8pm.  mats 
Wed.  2.30pm,  Sri.  4pm 

□  DAVDSTRASSMAN  Two  weeks 
ortyio  see  the  astonsrtng  American 
voTti*>qujsL  who  frtaBy  leans  ha  loul- 
mouthed  diamy,  Chucfc  Wbod.  on 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  assessment  of 
films  In  London  and  (where 
Indicated  with  the  symbol  ♦  ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


(ram  he  empfcyec.  Many  Betriorfc. 
Flawed  precanlriwn  at  an  mwesang 
premse.  Director.  Desmoid  Nakano 
Odeon  Weal  End  (0161-315  4221) 

CURREW 

♦  EYTTAfPG)  (AKtorro  s «lh 

passion,  but  production  overViH  (iays 
havoc  with  Ltayd  Webber  s  took  opera 
ABC  Teffanhaa  Court  Road  (0171 
63661481  OttaonstKanringteotOlBl- 
315  -4214)  Marble  Aw*  (0181  315 
4716)  Swte  Cottage  (0181  315  4220) 
Ptea  G  (0»0  8S8390I  UCf 
Whatejrs®  (WO  833390)  Vto^w 
Chetee  (0171-552  509Ei  Mham 
Rood  (0171-3702636)  TroeedaroB 
(01 7 1 -434  0031  ( Wamar  B  «01 » 1 -«7 
43*3) 

♦  EXTREME  MEASURES  (iSr 
Dashmg  *«sj  H-j?i  Gram  srjrrtnes  on 
wtaiiacal  KBflricn  «  Now  lark. 

ABC  Bator  Slreel  (01 71  935  977K 
OdeoriK  Kensington  '0181-31 S  4214j 
MarWa  An*  (0181-3  IS  421 S'-  Ante 


Old  Town  Had  (01442  242827) 
Today-Sat  8pm  Nad  venues- 
Sridgewatar,  rtgh  Wycombe,  Lync 
Hamnwsmrii  Stodn 

NEWCASTLE.  Sphinx  Theatre  Ca's 
GoOeta.  written  by  Bryony  Lovwy  Horn 
BerimCrirpbeTsborti.  Anria 
Castlalne  dreds  Wchota  McAiiffc  In  a 
raesttog  attack  on  Toy  housing 
patetos and  their  cHete  antanec-dly 
communities.  Start  ni  a  12-cdy  tour. 
Ottoanfcfan  Storfio.  Pteyhouso. 

Bacas  teJga  (0191-2305151).  Today- 
f=e0  22,  flbmlrw  performance  Sun) 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

CedogeeCawtoaiioranrCtoua 
Sturit-HamAan  (0171-5B1 5451) .  . 
CttalK  Farm-  Present  contemporaiy 
work  by  Sarah  Kecvd.  Hriun  Lynch.  Judy 
ftcfceirg  (0171-2873300)  . 

Cureen.  Bernard  Dto»ste(Ol  71  -636 
1458)  .  DeHtaaiVVm  DeJvoye  (Oi?l- 
3576800)  .  Fe*dvel  Had  Yota Gno 
end  the  Fluxus  Movtanent  (0171-860 
4242) .  «HH  George-  CrauAad 
APamorr.  NewPaWtagsandDraeftss 
(0171-438  7319)...  NaBanab Young 
GaJrtdxvougfi  (0171-747  288Sj  .. 
National  Theatre:  Snowdon  on  Stage 
(0171-9382252) ...  Ragged  School 
Muaeunr  Lend  ol  Laundries  (0181-980 
6405)..  Tate- Worts  tmm  Ihe  Ted 
Power  C<*ctMf)  (0171-8878000)  . 

To*  Bhar  The  Goddesses  Photo¬ 
graphs  by  Yevonde  (0171-378  1300) 


stage  to  lend  lor  hmseK 
Apodo.  Shjfiesbay  Avunuo,  W1 
(0171-494  5070).  Tuefit  8pm;  Sat  6pro 
aw  845pm  Until  Febcueiy  15. 

O  TRCHUJS  AND  CRESSSJA.  (an 
Judge's  busy  productm  Vtotona 
HamiBan's  Cresada  and  some  other 
pertarmences  erdten  a  tong  evening. 
BwMaur.  SBc  Street  EC2(D1 7 1-638 
6891)  Toroghr-Sffl.  7pm;  mri  Trtrs  and 
Sat  1 30pm.  In  rep 

□  WHEN  GOD  WANTS)  A  SOW 
Jeweli  professor,  gentfto  erie.  torfod 
comedian  daughter:  Spencer  BuSer 
daects  whal  o  described  as  «i 
agdorrianol  language  and  comedy 
Nm  End.  Now  End.  Hampsam  NW3 
C01 7 1-794  0022]  Tue-SeL  7  30pm;  mats 
Sal  aita  Sta\  3  30pm  Un»  March  9 

LONG  RUNNERS 

H  Buddy.  Strand  (0171  930 
8800) .  BAntoapectorCafir 
Gam*  (0171-494  5085)  .Oteaua 
Chrlat  Sviiuiiwtai.  Lyceun  (0171-6S6 
1607)  K  Jcrtort  Victmj  PaUoc 
(0171-834  1317)  .BMteSatgan- 
Orury  Lane  p)1 71 -494  5400)  .. 

□  The  Mowetrep-  Si  Martn's  10171- 

8361443)..  S Ofrrart: Pafiadum 
(0171-4045020)  .  ■  The  Pbantem 

of  Sm  Opan- Her  Maiesiy's  (0171-494 
5400)..  BStartgMSnpnmAprito 
Vctona  (0171-4166054) 

Ticket  Wormahon  suppted  by  Society 
at  London  Theatre 


Cottage  (0181-3154220)  Wert  End 
(0181-215  4221)  Ua  Wbtotapa  ® 
(0990  888990)  Vbgfa  Chatee  (0171- 
3S2B096) 

FLIRTING  WITH  OtSASTER  (1^ 

Lwcty  btod>  stem  about  a  ycxrg  man's 
search  tar  tos  teat  parents.  With  Ben 
»ler  and  Romcra  Arguetta 
ClaphamPIcturaHouee  (0171-498 
3323)  Odaooa;  Kanotogton  (0 1426-914 
6661  State  Cottage  (0171-586  3057) 
ua  WMtatay*  (099M8S  990)  Virgins: 
Chaiase  (0171-352  5096)  teymartM 
(0171  839 1527)  Wrenar  (0171-437 
4343/ 

QUADBOPHENJA  |1S)  Eng^eec 
portrart  ol  1960s  Mods  and  Rockers, 
nspmd  by  Thu  Who  's  conocpl  aSun 
Drcctod  n  1979  by  Franc  Rodoam 
ABC  Shaftasbrey  Avenue  (01 71-836 
6279)  Rltty  10171-7372121) 

♦  RANSOM  (15)  Wemsnendv 
ataorbnq  kidnap  drama.  w*h  Mel 
Gibson.  Rene  Russo  end  Gary  Shvso 
ABC  Tonanham  Court  Rond  (0171- 
6366148/  Borbteao®  (0171-63888911 
Ctoptort  Picture  House  (0171  ^98 
3323)  HeMhig  HBCrxwivi  0(01 71- 
727  6705)  Odaenae  Kanatngton 
10181-3154214)  Lriewrter  Square 
(0181-315  42tS(  MarttoAieh  (0181- 
3154216)  Seda*  Cottage  (0181*31 3 
4220)  Phoenix  (0181  -833  2233) 
Scraen/Bator  Straw!  (01 71  -935  2770 
ua  WWtatoyv  '0990  888990) 
Watonmi  (0181-568  1176) 


ARTS 


Uneasy  Ryder  loses  her  balance 

U  •/  ; -- —  mf  ii  ■  isra ssg 


■  BOYS 

PoiyGram,  IS.  1996 
WINONA  RYDER,  a  distressed  dam¬ 
sel  with  an  air  of  mystery,  finds  a 
knight  in  shining  armour  in  Lukas 
Haas,  a  disaffected  high-school  stu¬ 
dent.  It  is  dear  enough  what  director 
Stacy  Cochran  wants  in  this  singular 
little  film:  a  study  of  two  lives  in  the 
balance,  offering  each  other  redemp¬ 
tion.  But  an  inadequate  script,  fuzzy 
characters  and  gloomy  images  get  in 
the  way.  Available  to  rent 

■  AN  AFFAIR  TO  REMEMBER 
Far.  V.  W57 

LEO  McCAREVS  glutinous  comedy 
romance  might  have  been  left  slumber¬ 
ing.  had  not  Sleepless  in  Seattle 
brought  it  back  into  the  public  arena 
by  making  such  a  point  of  its  plot.  Cary 
Grant  and  Deborah  Kerr  fall  in  love, 
only  to  be  dealt  a  bad  hand  by  fate. 

■  THE  CABLE  GUY 
Columbia  TriSlar,  12. 199 6 

JIM  CARREY’S  screen  personality  has 
always  bordered  on  the  obnoxious,  but 
this  gruelling,  ambitious  comedy 
pashes  him  way  over  the  edge:  He  is  a 
cable  TV  technician  with  a  need  to 
bond  with  his  customers.  Matthew 
Broderick  bears  the  brunt  as  the  film 
becomes  swamped  by  hard-hearted 
mayhem  and  rudery.  Director,  Ben 
Stiller.  Available  to  rent 

■  MOONLIGHT  AND 
VALENTINO 
PotvGram,  IS,  1996 

NOTHING  to  do  with  the  silent  star  or 


Winona  Ryder  stars  in  Stacy  Cochran’s  Boys,  a  worthy  effort  letdown  by  its  script  and  its  gloomy  images 
is  fashion  desienen  this  Valentino  isa  our  their  though®  in  a  sensitive  film,  gent  Western  about  the  one-man  Wc 


the  fashion  designer  this  Valentino  isa 
dog.  who  accompanies  a  house  painter 
(Jon  Bon  Jovi)  on  his  travels.  But  the 
people  who  matter  are  the  women:  the 
grieving  widow  (Elizabeth  ferkins). 
the  neurotic  sister  (Gwyneth  Paltrow), 
the  kooky  best  friend  (Whoopi  Gold¬ 
berg).  They  duster  round,  thrashing 


our  their  though®  in  a  sensitive  aim. 
Written  by  Ellen  Simon,  daughter  of 
Neil.  Available  to  rent 

■  APACHE 
Warner.  PG.  1954 

burt  Lancaster  got  out  the 

warpaint  for  this  exciting  and  intelli¬ 


gent  Western  about  the  one-man  war 
waged  by  a  native  brave  against  the 
US  Cavalry.  Taut,  vigorous  direction 
by  Robert  Aldrich;  Charles  Bronson 
pops  up  under  his  real  surname, 
Buchinsky. 

Geoff  Brown 


NEW  CLASSICAL  CDs:  Late  Schubert;  Donizetti’s  Oxford  opera;  the  pleasures  of  Pfitzner 


Hilary  Finch 

■  SCHUBERT/ 
BOCCHERINI 
String  Quintets 
Stern.  Laredo,  Ma,  etc 
Sony  SK 53983-k  £15.49 
ISAAC  STERN  leads  a  group 
of  young  musicians  in  a  new 
recording  of  fire  great  C  major 
Quinta  Schubert  wrote  two 
months  before  his  death.  It  isa 
tempting  proposition,  but  be¬ 
ware.  The  aim  of  these  players 
seems  to  be  to  give  the  Quintet 
a  robust  physical  presence;  the 
result  is  disappointingly  crude 
and  earthbound. 

The  Borodin  Quarter  (Tel- 
dec,  1994)  and.  indeed.  Stem 
in  his  young  prime  in  the 
classic  19S2  recording  with 
Tortelier  and  Casals  show  that 
this  can  be  done  without  de- 
spiritualising  the  work.  Here, 
its  passion  is  maned  by  a 
sense  of  heavy-handed  effort: 
its  lyricaL  meditative  passages 
seem  merely  weary  and  vale¬ 
dictory.  The  balance  of  voices 
in  the  great  slow  movement  is 


just  not  fine  enough  to  catch 
the  breath  and  suspend  time 
itself. 

The  Boccherini  Quintet  (Op 
13,  No  5),  with  its  famous 
Minuet,  comes  as  something 
of  a  relief,  and  the  players  are 
at  last  free  to  enjoy  themselves 
unreservedly. 


John  Higgins 

■  DONIZETTI 
Rosmonda  dlnghUterra 
Fleming/Miridoiu/ 
Montague/ Ford/ Miles/ 
Philharmonia/Pany 
Opera  Ram  ORC13 
(2  CDs)***  £32.99 
WERE  anyone  bold  enough  to 
stage  h.  Rosmonda  ctlnghil- 
terra  could  become  known  as 
Donizetti's  Oxford  opera- 
Rosmonda,  mistress  of  Enrico 
(King  Henry  11),  is  secreted  in 
a  tower  in  a  remote  comer  of 
Woodstock  Park,  where  all  the 
action,  takes  place.  His  wife 
Leonora  (Eleanor  ol  Aqui¬ 
taine)  evenruaDy  confronts 
and  kills  her,  an  adjustment  of 


history,  as  the  real  Rosmonda 
ended  her  days  more  peaceful¬ 
ly  in  the  nearby  nunnery  of 
Godstow. 

Opera  Rara  makes  a  com¬ 
pelling  for  a  neglected 
work  by  securing  two  of 
America’s  best  young  singers 
for  the  roles  of  the  King  and 
the  lady  he  would  have  as  his 
next  Queen.  Rente  Fleming  is 
in  tracking  form  as  Ros¬ 
monda,  who  gets  extended 
arias  in  both  acts,  showing  off 
her  coloratura  and  singing 
with  a  sweetness  that  makes  it 
quite  understandable  that 
Enrico  should  want  her  as  his 
next  wife.  Bruce  Ford  is  not 
always  well  favoured  by  the 
recording  but  stfll  manages 
plenty  of  vocal  heroics  and  has 
die  dean  attack  Donizetti  de¬ 
manded  from  his  tenors. 

Nelly  Miridaiu  sounds 
worn  in  Act  I,  a  worried 
Leonora,  but  handles  her  dos~ 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
from  the  Tunes  Music 
Shop  on  0345-023  493 


ing  aria  of  remorse  in  style. 
Perhaps  she  was  tire  one  who 
retired  to  Godstow.  Good 
support  from  Alastair  Miles, 
revealed  mid-opera  as  Res- 
monda's  papa,  and  from  Di¬ 
ana  Montague  as  the  page 
who  loves  her  even  more  than 
Enrico  does.  The  vigour  of 
David  Parry’s  conducting 
helps  to  conceal  the  fact  that 
parts  of  the  work  verge  on  the 
formulaic. 


'  ’  <  *  --  i.  *  v  ? ,  ■  S-  j? 

1  i  .l,  1 


Barry  Millington 

■  PFITZNER/  STRAUSS 
Prd  odes  from  Palestrina  etc 
Orchestra  of  the  Deutsche 
Oper,  Berlin/Thielemann 
DG4& 571 2***  £15.49 
PFTTZNER’S  legendary  opera 
Palestrina  has  had  a  some¬ 
what  coo!  reception  at  Covent 
Garden,  though  it  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  one  of  die  major  works  of 
die  century. 

If  you  are  deterred  by  the 
prospect  of  four  and  half 
hours  in  the  theatre,  or  simply 
cannot  afford  it,  you  can  at 


least  get  a  very  good  idea  of 
the  composer's  sound-world 
from  this  disc. 

The  preludes  to  the  three 
acts  of  Palestrina  are  conduct- 
ed  with  all  the  skill,  sympathy 
and  interpretative  insight  that 
Christian  Thielemann  brings 

to  bear  at  the  Royal  Opera  too, 

though  the  orchestra  is  that  of 
the  Deutsche  Oper,  Berlin  (die 
clarinet  solo  in  the  third  act 
prelude  is  just  as  ravishing). 

Also  included  are  a  short 
extract  from  a  later  Pfitzner 
opera.  Das  Herz.  and  the 
overture  from  his  incidental 
music  to  KLrist’s  play.  Das 
Kdthehen  von  Heilbronn. 

Some  listeners  may  find  the 
warm  humanity  of  Richard 
Strauss  rather  more  engaging 
—  and  the  ripe  Romanticism 
of  his  early  Guntram  overture 
is  a  welcome  choice  here,  as  is 
the  love  scene  from  the  equally 
neglected  Feuersnot  —  yet 
Pfitzner  certainly  speaks  with 
an  unmistakably  individual 
voice.  , 

★  Worth  hearing 
**  Worth  considering 
***  Worth  buying 


ART  GALLERIES 

GREAT  LANDSCAPES  FROM 
0,200.  NOT  TO  BE  IBSSOX 
ROY  WILES  GALLERY, 

25  grj;?i  srrccf  «ft 

W  H  PATTERSON.  19 
ALBEMARLE  STREET,  W1 
EXHSmON  -  Led  T*J*»  Days 
wnce  e:  Oi  xvl  tfcerr&u  Aids 
Rriuii  Ccrerts  Dae  vtead 
Kjftecl  Sujso  ard  toacm? 
Sj-Jeffycrar/  artiss  vjtid  tf gn» 
r.  Peri  T el  0171  629  «U9 _ _ 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


'Packing  a 
Real  Punch ' 

. .  .  Tilt:  5  IMIS 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL 

0171  5S9  8212 


COLISEUM  01 71 632  83Wi24fc) 
ENGUSH  NATIONAL  OPERA 
Toni  630 

THE  ITALIAN  C3RL  (N  ALGERS 

~crr<f  t  £3  jfirST  NIGHT) 


DANCE 


SADISTS  WELLS  X  8W 
PEACOCK  THEATRE 
0171  J14  8900 
PACO  PENA  FLAMENCO 
D*NC£  COMPANY 
•%  ifcflmo  dbphy"  US 
Urt:  ig  Mar 
me.  Sj>  at 


ANTIQUE  &  ART 
FAIRS 


CHESTER 

ANTIQUES  & 
FINE  ART  SHOW 

(Etmnlv  C.»r->nilsl .i nil. 

CUl.-r  li  •lO-CfurYc- 

13  -  1G 
FEBRUARY 

Penman  Fairs: 
01244  320500 


THEATRES 


AD&Fra 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER'S 
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Sam; 
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CAX  344  0055  '>-;««?) 
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!a^'3Kr,«32ffiI.3125QB  436 
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n 
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AIDWYCH  0171 41660C3.CC  a? 
f0B  334  4444  &P--01 71 4166075 

3  OLIVER  AWARD 
NOMMATOMS 

OANAF9G5  DATOSLCHET 
nEWWPDAtfSS 

WHO'S  AFIUUD  OF 
VfftUMUWOOLF 
Or  fer  Hoot!  Daws 
-Vi  UAJ0R  7>£WW«.  EVENT  SB  . 
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THEATRES _ 
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“On*  Word  topre*  to  ab  tab"  W 

fue- e^n  Unct  (6  Mai 
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APOLLO  WCTORWcC  01 71 416 
6055  CC24h*0!71 344  444W171 
ASDOOOOGte  416  6075(413321 
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THE  FASTEST 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
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=  01 71  3444444  (ttgleel 
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BEST  NEW  COMEDY 

1967  OLMER  AWARDS 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  FEBRUARY  13  1997 


■  CINEMA 


ElMariachu 
made  for  $7,000,  Is 
the  inspiration 
for  a  Times  : 
film-makers’ 
competition 


■  THEATRE! 


Eric  Sykes  and 
PeterBowles  are 
superb  in  Peter 
Hall’s  staging  of 
Moliere’s  The 
School  for  Wives 


ARTS 


■  THEATRE  2 


Shakuntala , 
at  the  Gate,  is 
a  brave  but 
flawed  attempt  to 
revive  an  epic  from 
2,000  years  ago 


Geoff  Brown  on  the  pleasures  and  challenges  that  await  the  winner  of  a  new  Arriflex  16SR  3 
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Almost  everybody,  it  seems, 
wants  to  make  a  movie. 
Bookshops  Ell  entire 
shelves  with  how-to  books 
about  scriptwriting  and  film  pro¬ 
duction.  Fashionable  universities 
offer  courses  and  workshops:  the 
current  Sight  and  Sound  magazine 
offers  nine  advertisements  from 
institutions  in  Britain  and  North 
America,  dangling  the  prospect  of 
becoming  the  next  discovery  at  the 
Sundance  Film  Festival,  or  —  why 
not?  —  Cannes  itself. 

The  Times  is  doing  its  part.  loo.  by 
today  launching  a  competition  offer¬ 
ing  as  the  top  prize  a  key  weapon  in 
the  film-maker’s  armoury:  an 
Arriflex  16SR  3  camera.  This  is  the 
kind  of  handheld  equipment  that 
Robert  Rodriguez  used  to  make  El 
Mariachi.  which  cost  $7,000  to 
make,  and  shot  Rodriguez  from 
nowhere  into  the  front  line  of 
American  independent  directors. 

If  ever  dreams  came  true,  they  did 
for  Rodriguez  —  and  ahead  of 
schedule.  Recalling  his '23rd  birth¬ 
day  in  his  amusing  book  about  his 
Mariachi  adventures,  Rebel  With¬ 
out  a  Crew,  he  writes:  “Orson 
Welles  made  Citizen  Kane  when  he 
was  25.  Spielberg  made  Jaws  at  26. 
So  I’ve  only  got  about  two  or  three 
years  to  make  my  breakthrough 
film." 

This  was  not  always  so.  When 
studios  ruled,  both  in  Hollywood 
and  elsewhere,  film-makers  were 
expected  to  take  time  to  mature. 
They  worked. behind  the  scenes,  as 
editors,  writers  or  cinematogra¬ 
phers.  They  learnt  on  the  job 
directing  fodder:  low-budger  west¬ 
erns,  supporting  shorts.  John 
Huston  was  35  when  he  made  his 
first  film.  The  Maltese  Falcon.  Fred 
Zinnemann.  the  director  of  High 
Noon ,  only  got  into  his  stride  in  his 
forties,  alter  years  of  shorts  or 
desperate  films  like  My  Brother 
Talks  to  Horses. 

But  without  the  support  system  of 
studios  or  television,  aspiring  film-  - 
makers  are  forced  to  be  mavericks, 
whether  or  not  they  have  Welles's 
talent  They  work,  tip  their  script. 


■  TOMORROW 

They’re  back, 
they’re  mean 
—  and  they’re 
clean;  how 
Aerosmitb  found 
a  way  to  survive 


Flights 
of  fine 
fancy 

For  the  second  of  the 
Endymion  Ensemble's 
Composer  Choice  Con¬ 
certs.  John  Casken  devised 
and  presented  an  elegantly 
unified,  harmonious  ~  pro¬ 
gramme.  Casken 's  brief  was  to 
include  a  work  of  his  own  and 
one  to  be  commissioned  from 
a  young  composer.  His  choice 
fell  on  Tom  Armstrong,  whose 
Promenade  thus  received  its 
world  premiere,  while 
Casken’s  own  Infanta  Marina 
from  ]9Q4  had  another  wel¬ 
come  outing. 

Acknowledging  his  debt  io 
Debussy  and  Takemitsu. 
Casken  noted  that  just  as 
Takemitsu's  And  then  I  knew 


Robert  Rodriguez,  with  the  Arriflex  camera  that  helped  him  to  make  a  big-time  career  from  a  chicken-feed  budget,  directs  Carlos  Gallardo  in  a  scene  from  El  Mariachi 


The  maverick  method  has  virtues 
and  vices.  The  studio’s  embrace  can 
give  your  film  a  professional  sheen. 


which  may  be  conceived  as  -  an~  ito'd  a  'screenplay  honed  by  the  best 
anguished  personal  statement  or,  as  script  doctors  in  the  land.  It  can  also 

with  Rodriguez,  a  first  step  towards  sap  your  project  of  any  individual- 
commerrial  respectability.  They  fi-  ity.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  go  it 
nance  their  project  through  their  alone  with  a  handful  of  Mends  and 
day  jobs,  loans  from  friends  or  a  shoestring  budget,  you  have  no 
family,  or  their  credit  cards.  Shoot-  one  but  yourself  to  slap  your  ideas 

ing  takes  place  in  an  improvised  into  shape.  First-time  makers  often 

frenzy;  post-production  scarcely  ex-  have  difficulty  separating  wheat 
ists.  They  submit  their  film  to  a  from  chaff,  especially  if  the  subject- 
festival,  if  possible  Sundance,  nur-  matter  is  personal, 
tore d  by  Robert  Bedford:  the  pre-  Bui  the  maverick’s  shoestring  also 

ferred  launching  pad  for  any  new  inspires  inventive  film-making  of  a 
American  talent,  especially  after  kind  rarely  known  by  an  established 
Steven  Soderbergh’s  sex-  h'es,  and  director  smothered  in  money.  Your 
videotape  catapulted  the  26-year-old  available  set  is  too  poky  for  words, 
director  towards  the  Palme  d’Or  at  so  it's  up  to  you  to  expand  the 
Cannes.  unexpandable  through  camera  an¬ 


gles  or  crafty  editing.  Generous  nothing  has  the  lighting  of  German 
budgets  and  the  marching  ’army  of  Expressionist  films  influenced  so 
computer-generated  effects  have  -many  Jaw-budget  thrillers  and  ex- 
robbed  film-makers  oftfieabillty  ftT~  perimental  ventures.  Shadows  are 


suggest.  Everything  is  laid  out 
before  us,  whether  it  be  a  swirling 
tornado  or  a  spaceship  the  size  of  a 
football  stadium.  But,  with  humble 
resources,  you ,  can  invite  audiences 
to  use  their  imagination.  Not  for 


wonderful  for  obscuring  blank 
walls. 

The  low-budget  beginner  can  also 
Maze  new  paths,  away  from  com¬ 
mercial  fashions  and  formulae. 
Sadly,  however,  so  few  do.  Each 


CALLING  ALL  MOVIEMAKERS 


-For  details  of  the  movie  competition  to 
win  the  £56,000  Arriflex  camera 
and  how  you  can  enter,  see  page  32 


year,  festivals  get  clogged  with 
imitation  Tarantino,  or  kindergar¬ 
ten  '  Woody  Allen  movies.  One 
dubious  item  is  coming  our  way  in 
two  weeks'  time.  Bound,  the  credits 
announce,  is  “written  and  directed 
by  the  Wachowski  Brothers".  Deter¬ 
mined  to  get  noticed,  Larry  and 
Andy  Wachowski  lacquer  the  screen 
with  designer  violence,  and  place 
two  sultiy  lesbians  at  the  head  of  a 
grubby,  standard  gangster  story. 
Result:  the  year's  most  hollow 
screen  achievement 
Lucidly,  others  have  better  ambi¬ 
tions.  With  no  film  school  .training 
at  all,  Britain's  Shane  Meadows 
took  a  camera  on  to  the  streets  of  his 
home  town.  Nottingham,  to  make 
Small  Time,  uO  minutes  of  mordant 
fun  observing  the  foibles  of  thieves 


and  layabouts  who  will  steal  any¬ 
thing  not  nailed  down.  The  film  is 
fresh,  rude,  close  to  life,  and  it  cost 
all  of  £5.000:  the  perfect  tonic  for 
anyone  tired  of  watching  Helena 
Bonham  Carter  cavort  in  crinoline 
in  yet  another  heritage  drama. 

“I  was  lied  to  about  films  and  how 
to  make  them,"  Meadows  has  said. 
"I  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  failed 
film-maker.  Only  when  I  started 
making  them  for  my  own  reasons 
and  in  my  own  style  did  anyone  take 
any  notice  of  me." 

My  own  reasons;  my  own  style. 
These  are  the  crucial  elements  in 
making  a  first  movie  worth  the 
heartache,  poverty  and  sweat,  and 
making  the  end  product  worth  a 
paying  audience’s  attention.  Go 
to  iL 


THEATRE:  Marvellous  Moliere  brings  out  the  tragi-comic  best  in  its  cast.  Plus  an  uneven  Indian  epic  of  nymphs  and  demons 


Bow  to  a  clown  prince 


Peter  Bowles  as  Arrmlphe  in  The  School  for  Wives  with  Eric  Sykes  and  Daniel  Betts 

A  touch  of  epic  ennui 


The  tales  of  the  Mahab- 
harata  do  not  appeal  to 
all  tastes,  and  I  am  one 
who  finds  quickly  resjtibte 
ihosemighiybanles  and  con¬ 
stant  orders  tujmungp^?® 
believe  their  elders  know  bet¬ 
ter.  What  we  currently  haveat 
the  Gate  is  a  play  denved  fr0111 
that  epic  by  a  poet  named 
Kalidasa  some  two  thousand 
years  ago.  and  now  translated 
bv  Peter  Oswald,  author  of  the 
National's  recent  Fair  ^,es 
at  a  Game  of  Poem  Ca/ds. 

That  time  Japan,  this  time 
India  where  King  Duhshmita 

falls  m  love  wito  the  daughter 

of  a  heavenly  nymph.  Thqj 
many,  he  returns  to  his  raurt 
but  before  she  can  follow ’Jam, 
a  demon  curse  her  for  being 
slow  to  open  the  door  of  her 

courtyard  ro  his  df^ands-A 

sexual  subtext  can  be  pictured 


Shakuntala 

Gate 


here,  though  the  play  runs 
smoothly  over  it.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  the  curse  operates  on  toe 
king's  memory,  causing  him. 
to  forger  he  ever  married  the 
lovely  Shakuntala,  and  the 
happy  end  is  not  reached  until 
she  has  been  snatched  up  into 
the  sky,  a  missing  ring  found 
in  the  belly  of  a  carp,  and  the 
king  rides  in  the  chariot  or  the 
gods  to  defeat  an  army  of 
demons  against  whom  India 
is  powerless.  .  , 

The  play  offers  intngumg 
problems  of  staging,  some  of 
which  are  neatly  solved  m 
Indhu  Ruhasi ogham's  pro¬ 
duction.  Gods  gaze  down 
through  rippling  clouds  at  the 


earth  far  below,  and  the  first 
entry  of  the  king  (Silas  Carson) 
cm  his  own  chariot  is  excellent 
But  much  of  the  evening 
passes  slowly,  even  though  the 
scenes  cdme  hurtling  after 
each  other  with  sections  of  the 
story  oddly  left  undramatised, 
perhaps  to  preserve  a  sense  of 
the  original  epic  style. 

Oswald  employs  a  language 
that  uses  the  vocabulary  of 
poetry  without  its  grammar, 
imparting  a  sense  of  being 
suffocated  under  artificial 
blossoms.  The  quality  of  per¬ 
formance  varies.  Carson  finds 
a  fitting  blend  of  hauteur  and 
concern,  and  Will  Keen  is 
effective  in  several  roles.  Les¬ 
ley  McGuire  daydreams  pret¬ 
tily  but  did  not  convince  me 
she  would  enchant  a  king, 

Jeremy  Kingston 


In  the  past  two  years  or  so 
Peter  Bowles  has  success¬ 
fully  played  a  sexual  and 
emotional  down-and-out  in 
Rattigan’s  Separate  Tables,  a 
curmudgeon  with  a  heart  in 
the  same  writer’s  In  Praise  of 
Love,  and  a  terrifyingly  grim 
hoed  in  a  play  called  Gangster 
Number  One.  so  l  cannot 
believe  anyone  now  thinks  of 
him  as  a  television  actor  oF 
limited  range, 

But  if  such  an  invincible 
idiot  still  exists,  he  should  at 
once  be  taken  by  can  or, 
preferably,  rumbnl  to  Peter 

Hall's  revival  of  _ 

School  for  Wives. 

There,  Bowles  is  rJ*Jje  gc 
giving  a  perfor- 
mance  that  W 

should  establish  Picc 

him  once  and  for  1 
all  on  the  rop 
table,  alongside  toe  deftest 
wittiest  and  most  complete 
actors  we  possess. 

Amolphe,  the  play's  protag¬ 
onist  is  a  blend  of  Pygmalion 
and  old  goat  and  one  of  the 
maddest  and  saddest  of  Mo- 
liere’s  monomaniacs.  He 
bought  Agnes  when  she  was 
four,  has  educated  her  to  know 
nothing  and  nobody  but  him, 
and  is  preparing  for  the  day 
when  he  can  transfer  her 
unsullied  body  from  her  pro¬ 
vincial  hideaway  into  his  bed 
“These,  days  we  turn  out 
cuckolds  by  the  score,  one  man 
in  two  is  married  to  a  whore." 
boasts  Bowles’s  Amolphe. 
pointing  at  bashful-looking 
members  of  the  audience  by 
way  of  emphasising  that  his 
love-life  will  be  very  different 
from  the  17th  dr  20fft-amtmy 
average.. 

Ii  is  not  only  in  tragedy  that 
hubris  rears  its  head  —  or. 
here,  its  auburn  .wig  —  and 
gets  its  comeuppance.'  Every* 
thing  about  Bcwles  proclaims 
seff-sarisfaction,  from  hispre- 
rious  voice  and  smug  smile  to 


The  School  for 
Wives 
Piccadilly 


the  purple  lining  of  his  suit 
and  toe  odd,  MacAmuJphe 
tartan  of  his  waistcoat.  But 
then  Moliere  presents  him 
with  trouble  in  the  form  of  a 
young  rival  who  also  happens 
to  be  the  son  of  an  old  chum. 
He  must  listen  while  Daniel 
Betts's  trusting  Horace  con¬ 
fides  his  feelings  for  Gillian 
Kearney’s  doeeyed  Agnes 

and,  for  all  the  power  that 
secrecy  and  pretended  friend¬ 
ship  give  him,  he  must  watch 
as  love  burgeons  unstoppably 
between  them. 

It  is  a  marvellous  comic 

_  situation,  and 

Bowles  gets  his 
ool  for  ]?u&s  aU  right. 

But  he  isn’t  con¬ 
es  tent  to  be  toe 

iillv  vindictive  panta- 

ILU-y  loon  or  to  smile 

glazed,  ghastly 
smiles  and  laugh  weird  asth¬ 
matic  laughs  while  raging 
within.  Jealousy  changes  him, 
and  not  wholly  for  the  worse. 
Self-love  becomes  love.  The 
voracious  old  beau  finds  a 
growing  tenderness  for  Agnes 
and  a  deepening  despair  in¬ 
ride  himself.  By  the  time  he 
rorters  off  with  a  tiny  wail, 
thwarted  by  Molfere's  usual 
deusexmachina,  he  looks  as  if 
he  has  lost  31b  in  weight  and 
gained  30  years. 


caught  in  his  buttonholes,  you 
wonder  if  he  risks  unbalanc¬ 
ing  toe  production. 

But  na  DidnT  Moliere  him¬ 
self  highlight  toe  commedia? 
Didn’t  clowning  remain  part 
of  toe  recipe  as  his  comedy 


darkened?  And.  anyway,  who 
could  upstage  Bowles  in  this 
mood?  Not  Sykes,  not  ail  three 
Marx  Brothers,  not  anyone. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


Endymion  Ensemble 
Purcell  Room 


rvas  wind  borrowed  toe  in¬ 
strumentation  of  toe  French 
master's  Sonata  for  Flute. 
Viola  and  Harp,  so  his  awn 
piece  also  incorporated  that 
evocative  combination. 

The  model  itself  —  the 
Debussy  Sonata — was  piayed 
by  Helen  Keen,  Gustave 
Clarkson  and  Helen  Tunsrall 
with  a  delicacy  and  a  soulful¬ 
ness  that  brought  out  the 
“austere  beauty"  that  Casken 
himself  hears  in  the  work. 

Takemitsu’s  somewhat  un¬ 
fortunate  title  is  taken  from  an 
Emily  Dickinson  poem  and 
evokes  not  only  a  natural  force 
but  also  a  metaphysical  state. 
It  is  a  typically  refined  score, 
sensitively  realised  by  toe 
members  of  the  Endymion. 

The  title  of  Casken's  own 
Infanta  Marina  also 
harks  back  to  toe  work 
of  another  American  poet  — 
Wallace  Stevens  —  though  toe 
Marina  of  Shakespeare's  Peri¬ 
cles  was  also  an  inspiration. 
The  infanta,  or  princess,  is 
imagined  to  be  passing  be¬ 
tween  land  and  sea,  post  and 
present.  To  this  end,  Casken 
scores  his  piece  for  two  groups 
of  three  instruments  —  Debus¬ 
sy’s  flute,  viola  and  harp,  plus 
clarinet,  horn  and  double  bass 
—  with  a  cor  anglais  situated 
between  them  and  associating 
in  turn  with  each. 

The  piece  is  foil  of  arresting 
and  novel  touches,  not  least  its 
coda,  which  takes  off  in  a 
whirling  flight  of  fancy.  There 
was  some  fine  playing  from 
the  Endymion  under  Quentin 
Poole,  though  in  places,  partic¬ 
ularly  with  reference  to  toe 
solo  cor  anglais  (Joseph  Sand- 
ers),  one  wondered  whether 
greater  familiarity  might 
draw  our  a  more  languid 
cantabiie  line. 

Armstrong's  single-move¬ 
ment  Promenade  shows  its 
composer  to  have  a  good  ear 
for  combined  sonorities  as 
well  as  an  instinct  for  invigo¬ 
rating  thematic  material. 

Barry 

Millington 


MnSM  (MISBEW  BEBMGMJDEAD  JMGODM  PUFOKT 

Ridicule. 

cd^TELUGENTly  flamboyant  and 
beautifully  shot  -  A  Triumpbr  jgipP 


CPeRBAL  FIREWORKS  and 
SUMPTUOUS  COSTUMES  make 
a  FEAST  for  the  senses  ” 


SraUr  Uqnll 


Moreover.  Bowles 
achieves  this  while 
doing  perfect  justice 
to  the  rhymed  iambs  of  Ranjit 
Boirs  sometimes  elegant, 
sometimes  exorbitantly  collo¬ 
quial  translation.  No  wonder  I 
went  out  touched  and  delight* 
ed  from  a  production  that  also 
brings  bade  to  toe  stage  Eric 
Sykes'  as  Agnes’s  custodian, 
with  his  drooping  jowls  and 
beaky  nose,  the  comedian  is  a 
hilarious  mix  of  bloodhound, 
moose  and  parrot.  And  when 
he  starts  lugubriously  mug¬ 
ging  or  getting  his  fingers 


‘WsEAJHTAKINGly  daring,  * 
lavish  to  look  at,  finely  acted  i 
and  brilliantly  directed "  \f 


“f/LOMOUSly  sharp 


and  intelligent " 


Bxryteraje- Ftfes  T 

„  v4V 

„  A  Em  by  PATRICE  LECONTE 

:  The  director  of  MONSIEU&.  HUE  afod-XHE  HA 
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44  BOOKS _ _  THE  TIMESTt 

Peter  Ackroyd  on  the  restless  life  of  a  bad,  but  not  mad,  boy,  who  became  the  foremost  symbol  of  Romanticl 


The  wandering 
outlaw  of  his 
own  dark  mind 


The  life  of  Lord  Byron 
provokes  astonishment 
rather  than  admiration;  he 
was  not  so  much  a  “flawed 
angel“,  as  the  subtitle  of  Phyllis 
Grosskurth’s  interesting  biography 
suggests,  but  a  devil  who  had  all 
the  best  lines.  He  treated  the  world 
as  if  h  were  an  importunate 
tradesman,  and  he  never  made  the 
mistake  of  paying  his  own  bills;  he 
managed  to  turn  indebtedness  into 
an  artform. 

Like  all  great  writers  he  was 
“self-made”.'as  Phyllis  Grosskurth 
mentions,  but  he  also  came  from  a 
reckless  and  extravagant  family  of 
adventurers;  he  had  a  terrible 
childhood,  born  with  a  deformed 
foot  and  abandoned  by  his  father 
like  some  parable  of  the  outcast 
Child  George's  pilgrimage  was 
indeed  to  be  an  arduous  and 
ultimately  unhappy  one.  He  inher¬ 
ited  his  title  at  a  very  early  age  but 
he  rarely  possessed  the  means  to 
maintain  his  suddenly  exalted  pos¬ 
ition;  he  only  ever  managed  to  live 
up  to  the  deformity  which,  to  judge 
by  his  despair  and  dissatisfaction, 
affected  him  more  than  anyone 
ever  recognised. 

He  was  a  had,  but  not  mad.  boy 
perpetually  falling  in  love  with 
members  of  both  sexes:  all  his  life, 
in  fad.  he  gives  the  impression  of 
wrestling  with  some  prince  or 
princess  lointaine  who  was  con¬ 
stantly  wounding  and  taunting 
him.  He  careered  from  Harrow  to 
Cambridge,  having  already  in¬ 
formed  his  doting  and  foolish 
mother  that  “I  will  carve  myself  the 
passage  to  Grandeur 
It  was  in  this  period,  therefore,  he 
began  to  write  poetry.  His  first 
success  came  with  English  Bards 
and  Scotch  Reviewers  which  is 
described  by  Phyllis  Grosskurth  as 
"one  of  the  most  unpleasant  poems 
in  the  English  language".  It  has  a 
wilful  fluency,  however  Byron’s 
greatest  strength  lay  in  his  con¬ 
tempt,  and  his  greatest  weakness  in 
his  vanity. 

His  first  grand  tour  of  Europe 
was  undertaken  in  his  twenty-first 
year,  but  he  was  restless  in  more 
than  a  topographical  scense.  He 
was  always  demanding,  always 
dissatisfied,  with  a  condition  foar 
his  latest  biographer  labels  “manic 
depression"  He  liked  nothing  so 


much  as  excess,  and  possessed  one 
of  those  natures  which  needs 
constant  excitement  or  risks  sink¬ 
ing  into  a  faint  He  lived  in 
extremes,  doing  everything  too 
much,  turning  interests  into  obses¬ 
sions  and  turbulence  into  mania. 
Hence  Phyllis  Grosskurth’s  de¬ 
scriptions  of  his  "manic  dieting"; 
there  was  a  time  when  he  ate 
nothing  but  mashed  potatoes 
soaked  in  vinegar. 

Such  a  person  should  not  realty 
be  allowed  to  dominate  the  lives  of 
others,  but  of  course  Byron  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  ruin  the  morals  as  well  as 
the  happiness  of  several  people.  "I 
cannot  exist  without  sane  object  of 
love,"  he  once  wrote,  but  that  object 
was  generally  himselL  His  brief 
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marriage,  very  well  described  here, 
was  an  affair  of  horror.  One  aspect 
of  it  may  be  a  due  to  many  others; 
he  detested  the  sight  of  a  woman 
eating,  so  his  wife  was  forced  to 
dine  in  another  room.  He  was  in 
fact  happy  only  in  his  incestuous 
union  with  his  half-sister.  Augusta, 
and  that  is  because  her  features 
closely  resembled  his  own.  Phyllis 
Grosskurth  writes  of  his  "innate 
loveableness"  fait  she  provides  no 
real  evidence  for  that  assertion;  in 
fact  her  biography  demonstrates  all 
the  chilly  degrees  of  his  cold¬ 
heartedness  and  Indefatigable  self- 
absorption. 

It  is  a  critical  biography  in  that 
sense,  but  criticism  of  a  more 
orthodox  kind  does  not  often 
enter  its  pages.  Phyllis 
Grosskurth  is  more  intent  upon  the 
life  than  the  art  —  although  at  the 
end,  as  she  suggests,  the  two  came 
together  and  created  a  formidable 
myth.  The  political  role  of  Byron, 
however,  was  always  significant 
His  now  celebrated  speech  exoner¬ 
ating  the  behaviour  of  the  Luddite 
"frame-breakers"  did  not  receive 
much  notice  at  the  time,  but  the 
publication  in  the  same  year  of 


Childe  Harold’s  Pilgrimage 
caused  a  great  sensation,  ft  is 
always  dawned  that  he  became 
famous  overnight,  but  the  fame 
was  at  first .  reserved  to  a  small 
group  of  wealthy  or  aristocratic 
families.  He  adored  his  success,  of 
course,  and  found  h  easy  to  adopt  a 
pose  or  create  a  persona.  In  the 
drawing  rooms  of  London.  Byron 
became  Byronic. 

That  he  was  a  poet  of  genius  is 
not  really  in  doubt.  He  lived  within 
a  dream  of  passion  which  only 
became  real  in  his  poetry;  in  life  it 
was  formless  and  vacant  (and  thus 
with  the  terrible  potential  of  envel¬ 
oping  other  people)  but  in  his  art  it 
was  controlled  and  melodic.  Phyllis 
Grosskurth  is  right  to  find  in  Don 
Juan  the  "fusion  of  the  lyrical  and 
satirical",  but  half  the  power  of 
Byron’s  verse  comes  from  his 
ability  to  project  himself  upon  the 
world.  He  found  in  die  spectacle  of 
decaying  empires,  or  of  belea¬ 
guered  races,  an  emblem  of  his 
own  fate;  he  was  in  that  sense  a 
public  writer,  even  if  it  was  a  kind 
of  self-publicity. 

After  being  a  sensation,  he  took 
the  next  step  and  ascended  into 
scandal;  intimations  of  incest,  and 
the  prurient  gossip  surrounding 
the  separation  from  his  unfortu¬ 
nate  almost  obscured  his  face 
as  a  writer.  So.  like  many  before 
and  after  him.  he  moved  to  the 
Continent  and  spoke  of  England  to 
his  friends  as  “your  country"-  He 
grew  fat,  dissipated.,  and  debauch¬ 
ed,  with  an  interest  in  gondoliers  as 
well  as  girls. 

The  truth  of  his  poetry  is  foe 
truth  of  the  man:  he  had  no 
enduring  or  constant  feelings  but 
he  was  master  of  foe  fleeting  mood, 
able  in  a  letter  or  in  a  conversation 
perfectly  to  express  foe  emotion  he 
was  then  temporarily  experiencing. 
Thai  is  why  he  was  intoxicating, 
even  addictive,  but  in  (he  end 
unsatisfactory. 

So  his  long  sojourn  in  Italy 
degenerated  into  a  history  of  feuds 
and  recriminations.  There  are  fam¬ 
ous  incidents  —  foe 'death  of  his 
neglected  daughter  and  foe  drown¬ 
ing  of  Shelley  among  them  —  but 
on  the  whole  it  is  a  sorry  record  of  a 
wasted  vocation.  Phyllis  Gross¬ 
kurth  makes  the  shrewd  and 
significant  point  that,  all  his  life. 
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Devil  with  the  best  lines:  detail  of  Sir  William  Allan’s  Lord  Byron  reposing  in  the  house  of  a  fisherman. 


Byron  lived  in  large  and  empty 
roams:  this  is  the  strongest  image 
to  be  found  of  foe  man.  somehow 
more  arresting  than  the  many 
paintings  and  drawings  of  a  some¬ 
what  effeminate  or  petulant  figure. 

The  last  act  was.  perhaps,  the 
most  paradoxical.  The  man  who 
had  almost  criminally  evaded  re- 


sponsibDity  all  his  life;  as  Phyllis 
Grosskurth  demonstrates,  was 
suddenly  meant  to  become  the 
"saviour  of  Greece’*.  The  adventure 
ended  in  tears  tor;  -rafoer,  in 
showers.  After  riding  through  foe 
rain.  Byron  contracted  a  fever 
which  killed  him  slowly  as  he  lay 
“moaning,  shivering,  delirious". 


Some  of  his  last  words  were  “Oh, 
my  God!  then  all  is  lost,  for  it  is  now 
too  late"  It  was  not  too  fate,  , 
however,  for  the  apotheosis  oTLorH 
Byron;  He  had  managed  to  turn 
himself  into  a  myth,  as  Phyllis 
Grosskurth  points  but,  as  soon  as 
everyone  forgot  that  he  had  once 
been  a  monster.  '  - 
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Many  are  familiar  with  foe  story  of 
Aldrich  Ames,  foe  spy  who  caused 
the  CIA  more  damage  than  anyone 
else  in  the  organisation's  history.  Ames,  who 
occupied  a  top  position  in  the  American 
intelligence  service  and  knew  all  the  secrets 
of  the  Soviet  East  European  section,  offered 
his  services  to  foe  KGB  in  exchange  for 
money  in  1935.  The  KGB.  scarcely  believing 
its  luck,  took  him  under  its  wing.  Over  the 
following  nine  years.  Ames  gave  Moscow  afi 
the  American  secrets  he  knew,  handing  over 
top-seaet  documents  and  the  names  of  all  foe 
CIA  and  FBI  agents  in  Soviet  state  institu¬ 
tions.  They  numbered  about  20  in  foe  Soviet 
Union  and  25  others  from 
East  European  countries. 

Almost  all  of  them  were 
arrested  by  the  KGB,  and 
the  nine  agents  most  valu¬ 
able  to  the  Americans  were 
executed.  I  was  foe  tenth  on 
this  list,  the  only  British 
agent  who  was  betrayed  by 
Ames.  By  a  miracle,  I 
avoided  foe  grim  fate  of  foe 
others,  escaping  house- 
arrest  in  Moscow  and  mak¬ 
ing  it  to  the  West  with  the 
help  of  MI6. 

Ames  not  only  delivered 
an  enormous  blow  to  West¬ 
ern  security,  but  strength-  Fear  and  pro 

ened  the  KGB’s  position  in 

the  Soviet  Union,  so  mdi-  - — 

rectiy  delaying  the  collapse  CONFI 

of  foe  Communist  system  OF, 

by  several  years.  In  return  ta,-  pi 

the  KGB  paid  him  record  -r  *. 

sums  for  Soviet  espionage:  _ 

approximately  $3  million.  ™ 

When  foe  Russians  help- 
mg  the  Americans  began  to  ISBNO. 

disappear  in  aotumn  19S5, 
the  ClA  and  FBI  realised 
that  there  was  an  information  leak  and 
began  looking  for  its  source,  ft  took  S*j  years 
of  painstaking  work  before  the  betrayer  was 
unmasked  and  arrested  in  1994.  with  a 
collection  of  evidence  that  was  incontrovert¬ 
ible.  He  was  sentenced  to  life  imprisonment 
without  right  of  parole. 

The  American  journalist  Pete  Earley  met 
Ames  in  prison  and  spent  36  hours  recording 
in '  flattering  detail  the  offerings  of  the 
vainglorious  prisoner.  From  there.  Earley 
flew  to  Moscow,  where  he  met  many  of  the 
KGB  officers  who  had  been  working  with 
Ames.  They  gave  foe  author  many  curious 
and  piquant  details.  Earley  also  met  foe 
relatives  of  foe  executed  Russians  and 
recorded  their  grievous  tales.  On  his  return 
to  Washington,  he  managed  to  see  many  of 

tht4  Amurtmn  nnr4ii^*vanre  m  fLn  rlmmn- 


officers  of  foe  CIA  and  FBI.  The  result  is  a 
documentary  full  of  fascinating  new  detail, 
and  many  of  the  characteristics  of  an 
enjoyable  thriller. 

The  confessions  and  outpourings  of  the  spy 


Fear  and  profit  Ames  0994) 
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are  lengthy,  monotonous  and  self-serving. 
The  author  dearly  wanted  to  unravel  the 
"complex  psychological  and  intellectual 
world"  of  the  traitor  and  executioner — but  it 
is  hard  to  unravel  when  it  doesn’t  exist  In 
answer  to  the  question  why  he  betrayed  his 
country,  he  replied:  “1  did  it  for  the  money .. . 
Why  did  this  betrayal  come  so  easily  tome?  I 
just  don’t  know."  Explaining  bis  betrayal  of 
all  foe  Soviet  agents  known  to  him,  winch 
sent  them  to  thefr  deaths,  he  said:  “Fear  Mid 
profit"  His  fear  was  that  one  of  the  CIA’S 
sources  would  learn  what  he  had  done.  The 
best  way  to  protect  himself was  by  giving  foe 
KGB  foe  names  of  every  American  -intelli¬ 
gence  asset”.  Their  arrests 
and  executions  were  simply 
a  matter  of  self-preserva¬ 
tion.  Soon  after  his  arrest 
Ames  confessed  to  haring 
exposed  me  to  Moscow  at  a 
very  early  stage,  fait  in  me 
of  his  "confessions"  to  Pete 
Earley  he  adds:  "The  Brits 
have  a  problem!  They  got  a 
mole  at  their  own  in  MI6 
who  gave  up  Gordlevsky 
before  l  did.  They  have  a 
penetration!"  The  most  im¬ 
portant  American  source  in 
foe  Soviet  Union  was  the 
general  of  Soviet  military 
t  Ames  (1994)  intelligence,  Dmitri 
Polyakov  flop  Hat).  He 

- - -  .  worked  secretly  for  foe  CIA 

ISIONS  for  18  years.  In  some  re- 
SPY  -  spects  he  did  more  than 

I  Story  anyone  to  prevent  the  Cold 

h  Ames  ?***  becomfo?  a  midear 

•  holocaust  Thanks  to  Ames 
he  was  arrested  in  1986.  The 

*  elderly  man  was  questioned 

jtnru7  s _  and  tried  for  three  years.  At 

his  final  meeting  with  his 
relatives,  he  was  asked 
what  fate  lay  ahead  of  him,  and  replied 
“Bratskaya  Mogila"  —  a  common,  un¬ 
marked  grave. 

Asked  how  he  managed  to  betray  such 
men  as  Polyakov,  Ames  confessed  that  his 
own  "wants  became  paramount"  and  that  his 
“belief  in  the  struggle  between  the  tight  and 
darkness  evaporated".  But  straight  away  he 
tried  to  justify  himself,  saying  that  these 
Russians  "have  no  one  to  blame  but 
themselves  for  putting  titer  lives  in  danger" 
—  by  helping  foe  Western  democracies.  He 
forgot  one  major  difference:  while  he  is  in  a 
comfortable  ttel  with  a  computer  and  a 
television,  giving  audiences,  with  an  air  of 
importance,  to  visitors  from  all  over  the 
world,  they  are  in  unmarked  graves. 

Pete  Earley’s  book  shows  just  how  danger- 


attempt  to  corrupt  Western  democratic 
oountnes.  It  shows  how  important  it  is  for  the 
Civil  Service  to  exclude  people  who  are 
proral,  greedy  or  spiritually  bankrupt  and 
bereft  of  all  ideals. 


Michael  Hofmann 
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When  the  Polish  poet 
Wisiawa  Szymborska 
won  foe  Nobel  Prize  last 
November,  and  Faber  rushed  out 
View  With  A  Crain  Of  Sand  foe 
same  month,  it  must  have  looked  in 
some  quarters  like  opportunism, 
but  in  fact  it  was  only  energetic 
coincidence.  Poetry  isn’t  yet  some¬ 
thing  you  can  turn  around  in  three 
weeks  and  foe  project  to  publish 
her  had  been  in  hand  for  two  or 
three  years. 

Szymborska  was  bom  in  1923. 
which  makes  her  part  of  foe  same 
outstanding  generation  as  Zbig¬ 
niew  Herbet  and  Czeslaw  Milosz. 
Her  poems  are  wonderfully  open, 
fresh,  web-made,  and  readable. 
-This  is  their  first  major  airing  in 
English:  in  1990.  a  small  batch  of 
them.  People  On  a  Bridge,  was 
published  by  foe  tiny, .  pludcy 
translation  outfit  Forest  Books. 

She  is  squarely  representative  of 
all  that  is  best  about  Eastern 
European  poetry  of  foe  Cold  War 
era,  a  poetry  that  was  disciplined, 
intelligent  and  deservingly  popu¬ 
lar.  Much  of  it  was  written  in  the 
form  of  essay-poem  or  parable, 
with  humour  its  only  —  lifesaving 
—  luxury.  Szymborska  is  a  little 
more  florid  than  some  of  her  peers, 
and  here  foe  is  well  served  by  the 
strikingly  good  translations  of 
Stanislaw  Baranczak  and  Care 
Cavanagh.  with  rhymes  and  comic 
off-rhymes,  word-plays  and  neolo¬ 
gisms,  and  cool  command  of  idiom 
and  register. 

The  poems  of  Szymborska  are 
clever,  simple  and  concise,  a  dean, 
swift  stroke  of  a  gifted  imagmation. 
A  poem  called  Funeral  recreates 
foe  sad  event  from  single  lines  of 
overheard  speech;  In  Broad  Day¬ 
light  sees  the  ghost  of  a  promising 
Polish  poet  who  died  in  the  Warsaw 


Les  Murray;  vehement  gift 

Uprising:  An  Unexpected  Meeting 
turns  an  encounter  between  former 
lovers  into  a  funny  and  disappoint¬ 
ed  bestiary;  “Our  snakes  have  shed 
titer  Bghtning,/Our  -  apes  their 
flights  of  fancy JOur  peacocks  have 
renounced  titer  plumes./The  bats 
flew  cut  of  our  hair  long  ago./AVe 
fall  silent  in  mid-sentence,/ All 
smiles,  past  help./  Our  humans/ 
Don't  know  how  to  talk  to  one 
another."  I  can’t  imagine  anyone 
not  enjoying  Szymborska. 

I  fed  every  fat  as  strongly  about 
the  great  Australian  poet  Les 
Murray,  whose  vehement  gift 
seems  to  me  at  least  equal  to  that  of 
anyone  now  writing  English.  Un¬ 
like  Szymborska.  what  he  writes  is 
not  for  the  uninitiated  reader,  but  if 
you  like  Hopkins  or  Dylan  Thomas 
you  might  try  Murray. 

For  some  time  now.  Murray’s 
books  have  been  dedicated  “to  the 
glory  of  God".  An  amazingly 
wholehearted  man  and  poet,  an 
autodidact,  a  translator  for  the 
Australian  Government  from  an 
array  of  languages,  and  now  a 
cattle  farmer  on  his  father’s  ranch 
in  New  South  Wales,  he  is  as 
abundant  and  sometimes  as  harsh 
as  what  he  writes  about.  His  poems 
are  dazzlmgly  careless  tissues  of 
sound  and  sense;  there  is  no 
attenuation  from  thing  to  word;  its 
as  though  he  took  direction  from 
nature; 

Odd  mornings,  it’s  been  all 
bloodflag 

And  raffle  green:  a  stapped- 
motion  shrapnel 
Of  kingpaxrots.  Smithereens 

when  th^  freated. 

Never  a  pinch  of  anything:  never 
less  than  a  double  handful.  His 
nature  poems  are  sui  generis.  His 
P°^ns  on  depression,  bullying  and 
autism  have  a  terrifying  tender¬ 
ness.  Subhuman  Redneck  Poems. 
the  tenner  of  foe  T.S.£liot  Pros  (so 
far),  is  his  best  book  in  ten  years. 
Read  it! 
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Mannered  baby-talk  in  the  continuous  present:  Ian  McIntyre  on  the  unusual  correspondence  of  two  best-selling  American  authors 

in  all  but  name 


ISfasar  ******** 

of  Gertmde  stein  goes  a  tong 
**■  If  anyone  says  -Rose  is  a 
mse  is  a  rose  is  a  rose,  is  a  rose- in 
my  hranng  l  have  mild  inrina- 

tions  of  apoplexy.  A  professor  of 
creatrve  writing  once  explained 
*at  this  fanioiis  line  (published  in 
Tender  Buttons  in  I9J4]  represent- 
ed  a  significant  attempt  to  free 
poetry  from  the  conventions  of 
togic  ai  d  grammar  and  give  more 
direct  expression  to  the  quality  of 
objects.  Hm. 

Gertrude  Stein  herself,  in  her 
Lectures  in  America,  attempted  to 
explain  her  stylistic  experiments  in 
prose.  She  was  influenced  by  the 
pioneering  psychologist  William 
James,  whose  pupil  she  had  been, 
and  also  by  Henri  Louis  Bergson's 
concept  of  time;  her  theories,  in 
turn,  influenced  the  likes  of  Sher¬ 
wood  Anderson  and  Hemingway. 

It  was  the  business  of  art  to  live 
in  "the  complete  actual  present” 
Her  prose  resembles  an  assem¬ 
blage  of  cinematic  frames,  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  largely  repetitive 
phrases  advancing  the  sense  of 
what  she  sought  to  convey  in 
painfully  slow  motion.  Punctua¬ 
tion  was  an  impediment;  for  the 
rhythmic  patterns  she  was  intent 


THE  LETTERS 
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Edited  by  Edward  Borns 
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on  creating  she  relied  mainly  on 
verbs.  Nouns  were,  the  lumpen- 
proletariat  of  language  —  “things 
once  they  are  named  the  name 
does  not  go  on. doing  anything  to 
them  and  so  why  wnte  in  nouns". 

She  met  Thornton  Wilder  in 
Chicago  in  1934.  She  was  60,  he  36. 
Site,  with  her  lesbian  lover  Alice 
Babette  Toklas,  had  spenr  the  last 
30  years  in  Fiance,  her  salon 
frequented  by  painters  as  well  as 
wirers  —  Juan  Gris,  Matisse. 
Picasso.  Wilder,  with  a  much  more 
conventional,  strongly  Protestant 


background,  was 
teaching  English  at  the 
university,  and  seven 
years  previously  had 
won  wide  popularity 
(and  bis  first  Pulitzer 
Prize)  with  The  Bridge 
of  San  Luis  Rey. 

They  were  both  best- 
selling  authors,  but 
they  had  little  else  in 
common  and  knew  lit¬ 
tle  .  of  each  other’s 
work.  The  letters  they 
exchanged  over  the  en¬ 
suring  12  years  chart 
the  remarkable  friend¬ 
ship  that  developed  be¬ 
tween  them  ana  offer 
glimpses  of  how  each 
influenced  —  or  at¬ 
tempted  to  influence  — 
the  other's  writing. 


Remarkable  friendship;  Stein  and  Wilder  (1937) 


Wilder  emerges  as  what  Scots 
call  a  bletherskite  —  "Well,  1  have 
paid  you  the  tenuous  compliment 
of  writing  you  a  letter  when  I  have 
nothing  to  say.”  He  burbles  away 
over  the  years  about  everything 


under  the  sun:  “Here  I  am.  tip¬ 
toeing  into  adolescence  at  forty,  so 
there's  hope  for  me”  Or  again.  “I 
am  often  struck  with  the  faa  that  I 
do  not  suffer  enough  and  am  all 
too  easily  given  to  a  blithe  compla¬ 


cent  absorption  in  the 
Trivia  that  interest  me, 
like  a  sparrow*  enjoy¬ 
ing  himself  in  a  dust- 
bath.” 

Almost  all  Wilder's 
letters  are  addressed  to 
Stein  and  Toklas  joint¬ 
ly  —  “Dear  Bonnies 
over  the  Water,”  "Dear 
Apprentice  Angels." 
"Dear  Gertaliatude. 
dear  Algertnidice." 
The  relationship  re¬ 
sembled  that  between 
a  nephew  and  two 
indulgent  aunts. 

Stein’s  letters  are 
written  in  a  mannered 
baby-talk  which  re¬ 
minds  me  of  the  Ant 
and  Bee  books  1  used  to 
read  to  my  children: 
"Here  we  are  and  shopping  and 
then  we  leave  on  the  4  by  the 
Champlain  and  we  are  sad  most 
sad  because  we  loved  it,  we  really 
truly  loved  it.  we  loved  it  all  and 
this  summer  we  will  tdl  each  other 


about  it  each  other  indudes  you 
and  you  will  be  there  ...”  Her 
Geographical  History  of  America 
is  Tull  of  sentences  like  "in  the 
United  Stales  there  is  more  space 
where  nobody  is  than  where 
anybody  is."  She  is  the  Grandma 
Moses  of  the  written  word. 

What  did  They  get  out  of  it?  Stein 
was  eager  to  tap  into  Wilder* 
network  of  theatre  connections 
and  —  surprisingly,  given  her 
idiosyncratic  way  with  words  —  to 
persuade  him  intn  some  form  of 
literary  collaboration:  “Ever  since 
my  earliest  days  when  !  read 
Erckman  Ch  a  man's  I'Ami  Fritz  in 
what  language  I  do  not  know  I 
have  loved  the  word  collaborate 
and  1  always  wanted  ro  and  now 
will  you  oh  Thornton  will  you  will 
you  collaborate  on  Ida  the  Novel, 
we  must  do  it  together  ..." 

Wilder  responded  by  suggesting 
that  her  influence  on  mm  was  such 
that  they  already  were  collabora¬ 
tors  in  all  but  name:  “This  play  is 
an  immersion  into  a  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  town.  It'S  called  Our  Town 


and  its  thud  act  is  based  on  your 
ideas,  as  on  great  pillars,  and 
whether  you  know  it  or  not,  until 
further  notice,  you're  in  a  deep- 
knot  collaboration  already.” 

Some  months  later,  in  a  letter 
beginning  “Dear  Engelstoff."  he 
returns  to  her  influence  in  a 
passage  which  succeeds  in  being 
simultaneously  embarrassing  and 
amusing:  "Oh.  what  fun  it  is  to  be 
cudgelled  by  Gertrude,  to  be 
enlightened,  and  slapped,  and 
warmed,  and  crushed,  and  slain, 
and  brought  alive  by  Gertrude.  As 
the  ladles  of  the  invaded  island  in 
Vile  des  Pengouins  cried:  ‘When 
do  the  atrocities  begin?"* 


Wilder  described  Stein’s 
gift  for  conversation  as 
akin  to  that  of  Goethe. 
Johnson  or  Coleridge.  In  the 
absence  of  any  evidence  of  that  in 
this  addition  to  the  "Henry 
McBride  Series  in  Modernism  and 
Modernity"  we  must  take  his  word 
for  ft.  And.  in  fairness,  seek 
evidence  from  elsewhere.  “Anyone 
who  marries  three  girls  from  St 
Louis  hasn't  learnt  much."  she 
once  remarked  of  Hemingway. 
She  can't  have  been  so  tedious  as 
the  letters  printed  here  suggest. 


Run  div,  the 


MAGNUM  PHOTOS 


beloved  country 


Now  that  apartheid  has  gone,  R.  W.  Johnson  finds 
that  some  South  African  writers  are  left  with  little  to  say 


There  is  something  a 
little  fraudulent  about 
all  three  of  these 
books.  Those  of  us 
who  actually  live  in  South 
Africa  have  become  wearily 
over-familiar  with  a  new,  if 
fleeting,  literary  genre  of 
which  the  first  two  books  form 
part:  an  ex-South  African,  long 
and  permanently  settled  in 
other  parts,  make  one  or 
several  trips  back  to  the  old 
country,  write  up  their  out¬ 
pourings  of  memory  and  be¬ 
longing,  the  agony  and  ecstacy 
of  it  all  —  and  then  depart  for 
their  real  home,  not  too  far 
from  the  Camden  tube  or  the 
Odeon  metro.  (Breyten 
Breytehbach  did  this  first  •— 
and  incomparably  well,  but  at 
least  he  lures  .and  .works  here 
part  of  every  year  now).  Justin 
Cartwright's  book  is  the  most 
intelligent  and  best  written  of 
the  three  but  it  already  sounds 
a  rather  dated  and  exterior 
view. 

The  Brink  collection  both  in 
its  title  and  its  rover  (black 
youngsters  sitting  on  a  peeling 
poster  of  Mandela)  suggests  a 
brave  contemporaneity  but  in 
faa  consists  mainly  of  articles 
from  as  far  back  as  1982.  The 
faa  is  that  Brink,  like  not  a  few 
other  writers,  looks  at  a  birof  a 
loss  these  days.  Far  too  many 
writers  —  and  they  not  alone 
—  were  dangerously  over¬ 
dependent  on  riding  the  old 
anti-apartheid  warhorse  and 
feel  bereft  by  its  ending.  In  the 
hottest  hours  of  the  anti- 
apartheid  struggle  many  dissi¬ 
dent  souls  threw  their  energies 
into  religion  or  writing  novels, 
plays  or  poeny  because,  at  the 
end  of  the  day,  you  could  get 
awav  with  all  manner  of 
things  from  the  pulpit  or  in 
literature.  Today  —  thank  god 
for  normalisation  —  the 
oomph  has  gone  our  of  much 
of  the  writing  and  there  are  not 
a  few  abandoned  pulpits. 
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Gilliam  Slovd’s  book  has  a 
greater  interest,  however,  for  ft 
is  the  stray  of  her  sad.  indeed 
anguishing  search  for  two  lost 
parents,  Ruth  First  and  Joe 
Slovo  —  one  lost  to  a  murder¬ 
ous  bomb,  the  other  lost  to 
cancer,  but  actually —and  this 
is  file  real  epicentre  of  the 
author's  sadness  —  both  lost 
much  earlier  as  real  parents  to 
the  higher  claims  of  the  anti¬ 
apartheid  struggle.  Lenin  and 
Krupskaya,  on  getting  mar¬ 
ried,  resolved  that  since  they 
would  both  be  working  full¬ 
time  for  die  revolution,  they 
must  not  have  children  but  not 
many  other  revolutionaries 
have  been  so  disciplined  and 
the  cost  for  the  children  is 
high,. 

Much  of  the  book  is  taken 
up  with  Gillian  Slava's  ac¬ 
count  of  her  mother  and  father 
viewed  through  a  child’s  lense 
and  through  the  harrowing 
scenes  around  Ruth's  death, 
but  ft  then  progresses  to  an 
attempted  exploration  for 
them  in  contemporary  South 
Africa.  The  result  Is  extremely 
sharp.  Her  father,  by  then 
Housing  Minister  in  the 


Mandela  government,  is  furi¬ 
ous  at  her  prying  and  will  tell 
her  nothing.  This  is  not  alto¬ 
gether  surprising  far  by  then 
she  is  on  the  track  of  her 
father’s  and  mother’s,  ex-lov¬ 
ers,  all  of  which  comes  tum¬ 
bling  out  as  a  terrible  surprise 
.  to  her  -~r  making  her  fed  even 
worse  about  her  childhood 
when  she  realises  that  she  was 
neglected  not  only  for  political 
reasons  but  far  affairs  of  the 
heart.  This  culminates  in  a 
shaking  meeting  with  a  hither¬ 
to  unknown  half-brother.  Joe's 
illegitimate  child.  Like  not  a 
few  children  before  her.  she 
quickly  comes. to  accept  this 
new  reality  as  part  of  a  larger 
picture. 

But  the  hurt  that  will  not  die 
■  is  her  mothers  murder  and 
thus  she  tracks  down  the 
former  BOSS  agent,  Craig 
Williamson,  who  accords  her 
a  long  interview,  frankly  ac¬ 
knowledging  that  he  was  “part 
of  the  loop"  in  the  planned 
assassination  and  giving  her 
elaborate  chapter  and  verse  as 
to  how  it  was  done  —  while 
denying  any  final  responsi¬ 
bility.  Her  account  of  the 
interview  is  studded  with  furi¬ 
ous  accusations  against  him 
as  her  mother's  entirely  per¬ 
sonal  murderer.  This  is  way 
over  the  top:  one  feels  sympa¬ 
thy  for  her  rage  and  sorrow 
but  nobody  yet  knows  who 
exactly  gave  the  order  for 
Ruth's  death.  Similarly,  one  is 
a  little  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to 
feel  about  her  earlier  revela¬ 
tions  for  the  truth  is  that  there 
has  for  many  years  been 
plentiful  gossip  about  Joe's 
affairs  in  particular  and  even 
about  the  existence  of  an 
illegitimate  son.  One  is  left 
with  the  feeling  that  she  may 
have  only  scraped  the  surface 
and  that  a  great  deal  remains 
to  be  learnt  about  South 
Africa’s  premier  revolutionary 
couple. 


Silken 

terms 

precise 


“THIS  PLACE,  Japan,  where  precisely 
is  hr  Balbadiou  raised  the  tip  of  his  cane 
and  pointed  beyond  the  roofs  of  Saint- 
August.  Thai  way  and  keep  going.'  He 
sad.  ‘Right  to  the  end  of  the  world,"' 
ft  is  1861.  Herve  Joncour  is  a  silk 
merchant  in  rhe  French  town  of 
LaviUedieu,  and  Balbadiou  is  his  men¬ 
tor,  When  the  world  supply  of  silkworm 
eggs  is  decimated,  Jancour  travels  four 
times  ro  the  one  place  unaffected:  the  end 
of  the  world,  Japan.  There  he  buys 
worm  eggs  “Attached  to  hundreds  of 
stivers  of  mulberry  bark”  and  transports 
them  back  across  Siberia  and  the  Urals, 
arriving  back  “On  rhe  first  Sunday  in 
April,  in  time  for  High  Mass.  He 
entered  the  town  on  foot,  counting  his 
steps,  that  each  might  have  a  name,  and 
that  he  might  never  forget  them” 

In  this  slim  volume  Baricco  cuts  his 
prose  thin  and  fine.  The  chapters  come 
one  to  a  page  as  Herv£  Joncour  returns 
again  and  again  to  Japan,  obsessed  not 


Tobias  Hill 


SILK 

By  Alessandro  Baricco 
Harvill.  L6.99 
ISBN  186046  310 X 


Supporters  awaiting  Che  arrival  of  Mandela,  Lamontviffe  1994,  from  living  Apart  by  Ian  Berry  (Phaidon,  1996) 


with  silk  but  with  the  face  of  a  girl.  Al 
their  best,  rhe  sections  have  a  clarity 
whfeh  resembles  poetry,  and  no  poetry 
so  much  as  Japanese  haiku,  as  in 
chapter  49  (quoted  whole);  “Nothing  but 
silence  on  the  road.  The  corpse  of  a  little 
boy  on  the  ground.  A  man  kneeling. 
Until  the  last  glimmer  of  daylight." 

There  is  a  sense  of  language  intention¬ 
ally  created  to  be  like  silk  —  not  the 
simple  adjective  "Silky",  but  the  materi¬ 
al  itself:  raw,  dense  and  dear.  There  are 
extraordinary  narrative  devices  —  line 
breaks,  journeys  from  Japan  to  France 
compressed  into  20  lines,  a  Spanish 
arch  ilea  who  speaks  in  questions,  and 
the  fairytale  repetition  of  arrivals  and 
departures  as  Joncour  travels  to  and 
from  the  end  of  the  world.  Japan,  too.  is 
presented  as  the  otherworld  of  folk-rales, 
where  time  almost  seems  to  pass  at  a 
different  rate.  The  result  is  the  mixture 
of  the  fabulous  and  prosaic  found  in 
Marquez  and  in  the  best  childrens' 
fiction  —  The  Lillie  Prince  or  Parrick 
Suskind'S  The  Story  of  Mister  Summer. 
Baricco  has  created  a  story  of  “Sea- 
voyages,  the  smell  of  mulberries  at 
LavjJJedieu,  steam  trains",  bui  most  of 
all  of  impossible  love,  “Something 
capable  of  lifting  a  life  off  its  hinges." 


Only  one  thing  false  about  this  Fair  Lady 


The  early  fifties  was  an 
unlikely  time  for  Au¬ 
drey  Hepburn  to 
emerge  as  a  Hollywood  sex 
starlet.  The  ideal  romantic 
#  film  heroine  of  the  time,  for 
r  .-Kvaf-rnre  and  RUOK- 
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American  directors  and  audi¬ 
ences  alike,  was  based  upon 
the  pneumatic  pin-ups  de- 
I  mobbed  GIs  brought  tedt 
w  from  the  war.  She  should  best 
be  a  leggy.  Winking,  big- 
hearted,  fuli-bosomed.  homety 
bottle-blonde.  In  brief,  she 
should  be  Marilyn  Monroe. 

While  casting  directors  were 
prepared  to  accept  some  mi¬ 
nor  amendments  to  ths  win¬ 
ning  formula  —  Lane  Resell, 
for  instance,  was  aHowed  her 
darkened  locks.  Grace ^Ketiy 
her  froideur,  Elizabeth  Tayfor 
her  lees  -  there  was  no  getting 
around  the  need  for  sumptu¬ 
ous  curves-  Audrey  Hepburn, 
r.  however,  had  none.  She  was 
I k  moderately  tall, 

point  of  anxiety,  her  eyebrows 

were  unplucked  and  ho:®1  £ 
gte  teeth  had  avoided  foe 
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her  in  her  first  American 

tested  to  her.  "I  d}1^  3™} 
Sd  wear  some  toes,  if 


AUDREY  HEPBURN 
By  Barry  Paris 
Weidertfeld.  £20 
ISBN  02978)728 0 


ySTdoni  mind  me  saying," 
she  replied.  Tam|  . 


The  appeal  to  American 
audiences  was  largely  .  her 


othfer-worldliness.  Half  Irish, 
half  Dutch,  her  gamine  looks 
made  her  appear  starkly  exotic 
next  to  Hollywood’s  sumptu¬ 
ous  home-grown  actresses. 
Trained  as  a  dancer,  Hepburn 
maintained  a  dan  cert  emaci¬ 
ated  figure  and  she  looked  just 
gne  barefooted  in  a  black 
leotard.  While  some  part  of 
her  attraction  was  her  lack  of 
maturity,  her  girlishness, 
another  was  her  blatant  boy¬ 
ishness,  which  she  empha¬ 
sised  with  dosecropped  hair 
and  the  apparent  absence  of 
face  make-up.  It  is  little  won¬ 
der  that  Hubert  de  Givenchy 
and  Cecil  Beaton  found  her  the 

perfect  dothes-horse. 

Unlike  her  more  knowing 
American  rivals.  Hepbuni 
maintained  an  air  of  studied 
Innocence  which  was  largely 
genuine.  While  her  early  con¬ 
quests  induded  rhe.Yorkshire 
industrialist  James  Hanson, 
who  nearly  made  it  to  the  altar 
wfth  her,  others,  among  them 
the  insatiable  William  Hold¬ 
en,  recorded  thar  she  was ^not 
much  interested  . in  sex.  While 
this  virginal  quality  stood  her 


An  air  of  studied  innocence:  Audrey  Hepburn  on  the  set  of  Love  in  theAftemoon  (1957) 


in  good  stead  for  a  string  of 
hits,  such  as  Sabrina,  Funny 
Face,  My  Fair  Lady  and  above 
all  The  Nun's  Story,  it  totally 
inverted  the  meaning  of 
Breakfast  at  Tiffanys :  Her 
rendering  of  Holly  Golightly. 
Truman  Capote’s  tough, 
trashy  tart  with  a.  heart,  be¬ 
came  an  anodyne  androgyne. 


Capote  moaned,  “It  bore  about 
as  much  resemblance  to  my 
work  as  the  Rockettes  do  to 
Ulanova." 

Accounts  of  Hepburn’s  life 
keep  coming.  Barry  Paris's  is, 
by  my  reckoning,  at  least  the 
ninth  —  and  Weidenfeld’s 
second  hearse-chaser  in  three 
years.  There  are  irritating 


mistakes — “Lord  James  Han¬ 
son"  throughout  —  and  some 
ill  considered  statements  — 
"The  suffering  of  English.  Fas¬ 
cists,  at  its  worst,  was  nothing 
compared  to  the  Nazi  crimes 
against  the  Jews" — and  Paris 
is  perhaps  too  trusting  of  the 
showbusiness  myth  machine. 
Hepburn  may  have  been  “dis¬ 


covered”  in  a  hotel  foyer  by  the 
French  grand-dame  Colette 
with  the  words  “Voilai  There  is 
my  Gigi”.  but  1  doubt  it 

Also  left  largely  unexplained 
is  the  political  context  of 
Hepburn^  upbringing.  Her 
parents  were  devoted  to  Os¬ 
wald  Mosley,  the  British  fas¬ 
cist  and  were  so  thick  with  the 
Nazis  that,  while  touring 
Germany  with  Unity  Mitford, 
among  others,  they  were 
granted  an  audience  with  Hit¬ 
ler.  On  the  outbreak  of  war 
Hepburn's  mother  was  in 
London.  Without  hesitation 
she  scampered  back  to  Hol¬ 
land  with  her  daughter, 
where,  in  the  absence  of  her 
husband,  who  was  interned  in 
Britain,  she  dated  German 
officers  of  the  occupying  army. 
Yet,  without  so  much  as  a 
gear-change.  Paris  reports 
that  Audrey  Hepburn  soon 
became  a  courier  for  the 
Underground,  smuggling 
notes  in  her  shoes. 

While  Paris  is  as  thorough 
in  his  research  as  is  to  be 
expected  from  an  American 
journalist  and  Slavic  linguist 
working  out  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
stories  from  the  glorious  Billy 
Wilder  (director  of  Sabrina) 
constantly  bring  a  smile,  the 
wealth  of  detail  disguises  Par¬ 
is's  inability  to  get  to  the  heart 
of  wftar  it  was  about  Hepburn 
that  has  made  her  such  an 
enduring  iron.  But  perhaps 
only  pictures  can  do  that. 
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RUGBY  UNION 


Club  connection 
could  work  in 
England’s  favour 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


FRIENDS  and  colleagues 
they  may  have  been,  but  Jack 
Rowell  and  Phil  de  Gi  anvil  Je, 
the  England  captain,  do  not 
perceive  Brian  Ashton's  know¬ 
ledge  of  English  rugby  to  be 
the  most  serious  threat  that 
awaits  England  in  Dublin  on 
Saturday . 

On  the  contrary,  de 
GlanviUe  said  yesrerday.  He 
will  expect  to  recognise  some 
of  Bath’s  influence  in  Ireland's 
play.  Rowell.  Ashton  and  de 
GlanviUe  overlapped  at  Bath 
for  three  years  before  Rowell's 
departure  to  England. 

“Brian  is  a  shrewd  man  and 
knows  more  than  anyone  else 
about  England's  players."  de 
GlanviUe  said.  "He  wiU  have 
briefed  Ireland,  individually, 
better  than  any  other  coach 
has  had  the  opportunity  to  do, 
but  I  don’t  think  there  are  any 
moves  from  Bath  that  Eng¬ 
land  use. 

MI  would  not  be  surprised  to 
see  Ireland  using  moves 
which  have  come  from  Bath  — 
we  have  seen  one  or  two 
already,  m  their  matches  with 
France  and  Wales." 


Rowell  expects  Ashton  to 
bring  a  degree  of  organisation 
to  an  Ireland  team  buoyant 
after  victory  in  Cardiff  and 
encouraged  by  the  likely  re¬ 
covery  from  injury  of  Jona¬ 
than  Bell.  David  Corkery  and 
Nick  Popp  lewd]. 

"Brian  is  an  achieving 
coach,  who  has  excelled  at 
club  level  and  now  has  an 
opportunity  at  international 
level."  Rowell  said.  "The  Ash¬ 
ton  style  wiU  add  to  their 
[Ireland's)  thrust  and  organis¬ 
ation,  but  the  game  has 
changed  since  we  worked 
together,  not  least  because  of 
p  ro  fessionalism . * 

The  England  squad  hopes  to 
finalise  playing  contracts  with 
the  Rugby  Football  Union 
(RFU)  within  the  next  fort¬ 
night  and  it  is  de  Glanvllle’s 
hope  that  after  the  champion¬ 
ship,  tfie  RFU  wiU  make  a 
coaching  appointment  that 
will  take  England  up  to  the 
1999  World  Cup.  Such  ap¬ 
pointments  are  made  on  a 
rolling,  annual  basis,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  nat¬ 
ional  playing  committee,  but 


Bath  add  Woodward 
to  coaching  panel 


CLIVE  WOODWARD,  the 
former  London  Irish  coach. 
wiU  be  part  of  a  restructured 
team  at  Bath  in  the  wake  of 
the  abrupt  departure  on  Tues¬ 
day  of  John  Hall  (David 
Hands  writes).  There  will  be 
no  direct  replacement  for  Hall 
as  director  of  rugby  because 
Bath  feel  they  now  have  the 
appropriate  management  per¬ 
sonnel  in  place  to  cover  his 
dismissal  with  Tony  Swift  as 
chief  executive  and  AJisoq 
Holdoway  as  player  admin¬ 
istrator. 

Whether  Woodward,  41, 
will  provide  the  balance  the 
dub  needs  remains  to  be  seen. 
He  is  strong-willed  with  well- 
defined  principles  on  how  the 
game  should  be  played;  he 
also  brings  experience  not 
only  from  his  international 
background  as  a  centre  with 
England  and  the  British  Isles 
but  from  having  spent  several 


seasons  with  Manly,  the 
Sydney  dub. 

He  will  complement  the 
two  forwards,  Andy  Robinson 
and  Nigel  Redman,  with 
whom  he  will  be  working, 
though  the  demands  on  Rob¬ 
inson  suggest  he  will  not 
continue  to  coach  the  Eng¬ 
land  Under-21  team,  which 
indudes  five  Bath  players  for 
tomorrow’s  meeting  with  Ire¬ 
land.  Woodward  attended  the 
players'  meeting  on  Monday, 
when  a  post  mortem  on  the 
recent  PSkington  Cup  defeat 
fay  Leicester  was  held. 

ENGLAND  UN0ER-Z1  (v  Ireland  Bl 
Greystcnss,  tomomm):  R  HBetmough 
lOrraflh  L  Uoyd  (Lender).  J  B«ns 

- M  Peny  (Baft).  T  Mm  Seteh  P 

(Wasps).  J  OMr  (Sale):  M 
rel).  A  Lorn  (Bate).  C 
(Batfi).  E  Poem  fikmcaste).  C 
Murphy  (West  Hartlepool,  captam).  C 
GSes  {B aw.  J  Worstey  (Wasps).  R 
Waiters  (Bedford).  Replacements:  M 
Wbod  (Wad  Hartlepool).  K  SorraB  (Sara¬ 
cens),  C  Harrison  (Bath).  O  Hredeastto 

. 1).  R  PRjBwraugh  (Wcrteaer),  T 

(Gtoucaaen.  P  Gushed 

i). 


de  GlanviUe,  who  believes  that 
it  should  be  a  full-time  pos¬ 
ition,  believes  that  die  incum¬ 
bent  must  be  given  a  two-year 
contract. 

"Jade  Ro well  has  the  full 
support  of  the  players,  but  it's 
up  to  him  whether  he  wants  to 
continue."  de  GlanviUe  said. 
“He’s  very  shrewd  and  his 
rugby  brain  is  outstanding. 
You  look  around  and  who  else 
is  there?  There  has  to  bp  a 
balance  between  security  and 
allowing  the  men  who  hire 
and  fire  the  necessary  flexibili¬ 
ty  if  things  go  wrong” 

Wales,  who  have  not  wori  in 
Paris  since  1975.  wfll  seldom 
have  a  better  opportunity  to  do 
so  than  on  Saturday  against  a 
French  team  replete  with 
change.  The  XV  confirmed 
yesterday  contains  six  who  did 
not  appear  against  Ireland 
last  month,  five  because  of 
injury  and  one  enforced  by  the 
one-matcH  suspension  of 
Franck  Toumaire.  the  Nar- 
bonne  prop.  Added  to  that  are 
the  long-term  injuries  to  Phi¬ 
lippe  Saint-Andre,  Olivier 
Roumat  and  Olivier  Brouzet 
and  the  departure  to  England 
of  such  experienced  players  as 
Laurent  Cabannes  and  Thier¬ 
ry  Lacroix. 

Yet  Brive,  in  the  Hetneken 
Cup  final,  displayed  qualities 
that  will  serve  France  well  at 
half  back,  where  Christophe 
Lamaison  and  Philippe  Car- 
bonneau  are  paired. 

Ireland  and  England  have 
each  been  forced  by  injury  to 
make  changes  for  the  A  inter¬ 
national  at  Donnybrook  to¬ 
morrow.  Eddie  Halvey  and 
Mick  Gahvey  are  out  of  the 
Ireland  pack,  their  places  at 
flanker  and  lock  bong  taken, 
respectively,  by  Stuart  Dun¬ 
can  and  Shane  Leahy,  while 
Scott  Benton  replaces  Kyran 
Bracken  as  England*  scrum 
half  and  wfll  be  paired  with 
Mark  Mapletoft.  his  dub  col¬ 
league  at  Gloucester. 

FRANCE  (*  Wales)-  J-L  Sactacmy 
fCatamers):  L  Ufarard  fBowgom),  R 
Dourtho  pax).  S  Gtas  (Bouraon).  D 
VmeStS  (Hnw):  C  Laraatoon  <S nvs).  P 
Cartoontwu  (Brae);  C  CaMano  (Tou¬ 
louse).  M  Oebnaeo  (Agenj.  J-L  Jordans 
(Tououse),  A  Beraza  (Ag an  captan).  O 
Marts  (MonHerrand).  H  Marin  (Toulouse). 
R  Costs!  (Brian),  F  Petous  (Deo). 
fi&piacmnortx  S  VSars  feme).  DAucagm 
(Pau),  G  Aococdbany  (Bugles  Bordeaux). 
OMaqr»(Dax).PTri«pCap '  ~ 

M  ttoRotieemort  (Union). 
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Ashton  makes  a  point  to  Eric  Miller,  the  Ireland  No  8,  during  a  training  session  m  limerick  this  week 

Ashton  full  of  mischievous  intent 


Jack  Rowdf  and  Brian 
Ashton  were  a  comple¬ 
mentary  team.  As  little  as 
five  weeks  ago.  the  compli¬ 
ments  flew,  too,  as  Rowell 
mused  on  Che  possibility  of 
finding  a  place  in  the  England 
coaching  hierarchy  for  Ash¬ 
ton,  his  former  partner  at 
Bath.  Now  they  prepare  theft- 
respective  national  teams  to 
beat  each  other  in  the  third 
round  of  matches  of  the  five 
nations’  championship  on 
Saturday. 

Rowell  has  had  charge  of 
England  since  March  1994; 
Ashton  has  been  coaching 
advisor  to  Ireland  since  Janu¬ 
ary  9.  "The  irony  of  it  struck 
me  immediately  the  final 
whistle  went  at  Cardiff  [where 
Ireland  beat  Wales  2fr-25  in 
the  second  round  of  games)." 
Ashton  said.  “1  thought:  ’Here 
we  go.  Jack  Rowell  and  Phil 
de  GlanviUe'  as  opposed  to 
England;  but  I’m  a  profes¬ 
sional  man.  my  job  is  to  bdp 
Ireland  to  beat  England. 

"I  fed  quite  mischievous 
about  it  It’s  something  pretty 
crating,  which  shouldn't  be 
happening,  but  it  is so  left 
get  on  with  it" 

Ashton  engenders  the  wide- 
eyed  glee  of  a  child  let  loose  in 
a  toy  factory  at  Christmas  at 
the  prospect  of  preparing  the 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

This  hand  Is  from  the  trials  for  the  England  team  for  the 
Macallan  Cam  rose  Trophy,  the  home  international  tournament 
Several  pairs  attempted  Four  Hearts  on  the  North- South  cards. 


Dealer  West 


Game  all 
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♦  AO J  762 
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Contract  Foot  ll—rts  by  South 

When  Senior  and  I  were  South 
and  North,  Senior  opened 
One  Diamond  in  fourth  pos¬ 
ition,  and  subsequently  bid 
hearts  twice  to  show  five 
hearts  and  therefore  six  dia¬ 
monds:  l  raised  to  Four 
Hearts.  West  found  the  best 
lead  of  a  dub  and.  after  taking 
the  ace.  East  accurately  re¬ 
turned  the  suit  How  should 
declarer  play  after  ruffing  the 
second  dub? 

As  he  is  down  to  four 
trumps,  declarer  must  estab¬ 
lish  the  diamonds  without 
losing  a  trick  in  the  suit  If  he 
loses  a  diamond,  the  defence 
will  play  another  club  (the 
queen  if  necessary),  forcing 
declarer  to  ruff.  Now,  after  he 
cashes  the  ace  and  king  of 
hearts,  the  defence  will  have 
two  trumps  to  his  one,  so  he 
will  not  be  in  a  position  to  run 
the  diamonds. 

U  the  diamonds  break  3-3,  it 
isa  toss-up  who  to  play  for  the 
king.  Not  wishing  to  open  up 
the  spades  to  give  the  defence 
another  suit  in  which  to  force 


bead:  Four  ot  dut» 


him.  Senior  played  the  ace  and 
ran  the  queen  of  diamonds. 
When  that  lost  lo  East's  king,  a 
fourth  club  put  him  out  of 
control. 

There  is  a  better  line.  Cross 
to  dummy  with  the  ace  of 
spades  and  finesse  the  queen 
of  diamonds.  Then  niff  a 
diamond.  That  brings  in  the 
diamonds  when  East  has  the 
king  and  they  break  J-3  —  so 
far  no  better  chance  than 
Senior's  line  —  but  the  extra 
ibilty  is  that  East  may 
ive  started  with  king 
doubleton. 

Here,  the  diamond  king 
does  not  appear  on  the  second 
round,  so  declarer  plays  the 
ace  and  king  of  trumps.  Then, 
he  plays  the  ace  of  diamonds. 
When  that  dreys  the  king,  he 
continues  diamonds.  The  de¬ 
fenders  score  their  tramps 
separately,  but  they  take  wily 
three  tricks  in  all. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Fhitfp  Howard 


QUAESTUARY 

a.  A  medieval  riddle  book 

b.  The  Quest  Theme 

c.  A  profiteer 

CONTRECTATION 

a.  Conspiracy  to  defraud 

b.  Caressing 

c  Sleeping  with  the  enemy 


CURMUDGEON 

a.  A  mongrel  dog 

b.  A  grumpy  old  man 

c.  A  Thames  modcomber 
NULUBIETY 

a.  Lack  of  doubt 

b.  Being  nowhere 

c.  llliberality 

Answers  os  page  50 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Two  at  the  top 

After  seven  rounds  of  die 
Linares  tournament.  Kas¬ 
parov  and  Kramnik  have 
powered  away  from  the  rest  of 
the  field  and  jointly  lead  with 
5b  points.  In  the  seventh 
round,  Kasparov  easily  dis¬ 
posed  of  Michael  Adams,  the 
Briton,  while  Kramnik  defeat¬ 
ed  Judrr  Polgar,  the  early 
leader.  Haying  Blade  against 
Kramnik  in  a  King's  Indian 
Defence,  Polgar  emerged  from 
the  opening  with  what  seemed 
to  be  a  highly  satisfactory 
position.  However,  she  then 
overplayed  her  hand. 

Nevertheless,  the  most  bril¬ 
liant  game  of  the  round  was 
undoubtedly  the  win  by 
Topalov,  the  Bulgarian  grand¬ 
master,  against  Geifand.  After 
a  sharp  opening,  Topalov 
launched  into  a  series  of 
amazing  tacdcs  designed  to 
expose  die  white  king.  At  one 
point  he  even  allowed  an 
undefended  rook  to  be  cap¬ 
tured  with  check,  in  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  pursuing  his  attack. 
The  final  position  is  extraordi¬ 
nary,  in  that  Black  has  two 
queens  on  the  board  a  (he 
middle® ame. 

White:  Boris  Geifond  v 
Black:  Veseiin  Topalov 
Linares,  February  1997 

mug’s  Indian  Defence 
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The  most  remarkable  moment 
of  the  game  came  when  Blade 
made  the  bishop  sacrifice  on 
move  17.  His  intention  was 
that,  after  17, . ,  .Bd4: 18.  Bxd4 
Nxg3,  the  defences  around 
White’s  king  are  blown  away. 

Ubeda 

After  three  rounds  of  foe 
tournament  in  Ubeda,  Lauder 
and  Khali  frnan  share  the  lead 
with  2h  points. 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond  Keene 

White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Karpesov  — 
Vastukcv,  St  Petersburg,  1994. 
How  did  White  make  the  most 
of  his  menacing  array  of  forces 
an  the  kingskte? 


Solution  os  page  SO 


David  Hands  looks  at  the  mind  game 
behind  the  scenes  in  Dublin  this  weekend 


men  in  green  to  play  the  men 
in  white,  although  time  has 
not  been  on  his  side  this  year. 
What  tune  he  has  had. 
though,  he  has  made  the  most 
ot  In  six  working  days  with 
the  Ireland  team,  he  joined 
forces  with  Mike  Brewer,  the 
former  New  Zealand  badc- 
row  forward,  and  encouraged 
a  competitive  display  against 
France:  then  squeezed  a  one- 
pom 1  victory  over  Wales. 

"It’s  a  question  of  giving 
players  responsibility  with,  ac¬ 
countability.  not  one  without 
the  other,"  Ashton  50,  said. 
“I’m  not  son  Ireland’s  players 
were  used  to  that" 

Ashton,  with  a  group  of 
playas  few  of  whom  be  knew 
as  individuals,  had  to  identify 
their  qualities  and  many 
them  to  the  weaknesses  of  the 
next  opponent-  His  team  took 
on  France  for  an  hoar  before 
subsiding,  but  when  Ashton 
analysed  the  video,  be  was 
annoyed  to  discover  that  Ire¬ 
land  had  turned  over  posse¬ 
sion  16  times,  six  of  those  in 
the  last  seven  minutes;  from 
which  France  scored  two  tries. 

He  is,  you  suspect,  an 


FOOTBALL 


European  undar-21  ehamphmaNp 
Qualifying  group  two 

BIGLAW  P)  1  IW.Y  fO)  0 
E*#*51  )  1850 

Sera  off:  I  fianeeseftrt  (My),  44min 
(dt  Ashton  Gate.  Bnstol} 

B4T*  Scottish  Lsmgu* 

Premier  tfivtsion 

POSTPONED:  Rath  Romes  v  Molten** 

FMdhWon 

POSTPONED:  FaWrfc  x  4>dnaaraina. 
Second  tSvMao 
POSTPONED:  Bteerai  v  HanAort 
ThW  dhrlsfen 

BOSS  COUNTY  ffl)  0  RVBOCSSCT  0  3 

_  WtemU? 

POSTPONED:  Maori  vAAoa.  East  String  v 
Adjroam. 

WORLD  CUP:  South  American  quaBfytog 
(poup:  Ecuador  4  Uruguay  0. 

AVON  NSURANCE  COMHNATION:  PM 
Otaon:.  Portsmouth  4  Nonrtr  1:  Grydri 
Palace  4  CarcHt  0.  Postponed:  Chareon  * 
Ararat  Swansea  *  BteRX  Rovers. 
PONTIUS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  Pretniar 
OvMorc  IjwdooI  3  Leeds  2  flratdMsion' 
HuSdosteH  ?  Wbteetftamplari  2  Second 
dtetete  Banstey  &  MansSM)  a  Poet- 
ported;  Bradtod  *  York;  Sh*wr***y  v 
t  Mteham  League  cup:  Group  1.-.  W«an 
1  8umtev3  Poaqaonett Oldham rCartida. 
League  cup  League  oup:  Group  4: 
Lrodn  I  Chssisriiefc}  0  League  cup: 
G«Oia>  5:  Le«3*»2  WatsaS  a 

TUUdl/t  tafo  fteBjfta 

AUTO  WflNOSCREENS  SH&L0-.  Quertor- 
mtx  Northern  eecttonc  Bu»y  1  Saxkpcn 
County  5  (40$  SNwwtJucy  Town  2 
Scunhame  owed  ^  (mo  Southern 
*eaJo«T  Plymouth  Arsyle  0  Nonhamprcn 
Tram  Z  WHtart  2  Brsol  Qty  1 
VMJXHALL  GONTCRENCE:  Bfih  Ctfr  3 
Hayes  i;  Macdesfteid  Toan  4  HednesLrd 
Town  0: GMK  2  Souftport  2 
FA  UM9R0  TKJfW  Seconchouod 
rpplaya:  Dorchosttr  Toen  3  Sabfauy  2 
EmlMllQdtenwVWHaraare5:Wc*unQ3 
STAAans  1;  GUsUey  1  WsAng  tMted  0 

LEAGUE:  Premier  dMPorc  Enfield  4 
BmnWy  3.  QdOrd  Cfly  0  Bonham  Wood  0 
ftsicWteiorrAJdBsftOl  1  Wrarott  r 
fetand  1  Baton  2: 

Berihamstedl  Second  dMdml 
3W3r»2 

DR  MARTB6  LEAGUE;  Prarnter  tteMotr 
Bidoc*  t  Nuneaton  Z  Burton  Nbon  2 
Ytonava  ?:  QiaBatfran  2  Htiososen  1: 
Qresley  0  King  s  Lynn  2  Cup:  Fourth 
round.  RC  lAannch  t  Bfcestgn  Tn  0 
Mkftrad(Maioii:74rnwcrth?Gran!hamt). 
Southern  tftfaiere  R*er  (London)  3  Erfh 
ardBchokraS. 

UM90N3  LEAGUE.-  Pmetst  dUaioai 
Urcctef  1  Bamra  a  FM  dhtekrrs 
Mherton  LH  3  Oman  Ashton  3.  Wannglm 
t  togh  t  League  Cua  Fourth  round; 
Axrington  Stanley  0  RadctSe  Borwghft 


VWwnTTWW  U 

Thane  ft  Carney 
WuxTani  0 
MffcwHQrtham 


d«ato«  OdoroUrtedQ  ipnachTown  t. 
PONWS  1EAGUE:  Ft ante  dteteim 
Stefcs  C>y  0  Btemgham  Cay  2  Cepe 
Group  tow-  Dcncaan  Rawro  1  G t*nsfcy 
Twin  2  Group  Sw  Nads  Couity  1  Derby 


County  ) 

FN  iftRP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE: 
Promter  OMakn  Dmy  (My  S  UCD  0 
LOMWN  SPARTAN  LEAGUE:  Hamter 
dMam  Amiran  4  Karaeb  1 
NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  Ffert 
dvbio*c  ChariSenran  1  St  Hdfensft-  Hato 
OB  1  Bowcndate  X:  toco  Rax)  0 
NomasOo  roan  3  Cup:  TNrdeomi 


- SOUTH  hUDLANOS  LEAGUE: 

Premier  cheWon:  BmScarade  t  Artesev  S 
JEWSON  SAST^T  COUNTIES  L£A- 
QUfc  Prarnra  AilMen  Fdsnham  Z 
Warooysl.Wrotfarn  iLawegoftO 
UNLSPOfTT  UNITED  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE  Pramter  dMeiarr  Eynmuy  0 

WESSEX  LEAGLE.  firet 


idealist  in  his  approadi  to 
rogby.  For  Bath  this  season  be . 
projected  a  vision  of  total 
rugby  which,  when  it  succeed¬ 
ed,  swept  away  opponents  on 
floods  of  points,  but  which 
allowed  players  to  forget  some 
of  the  primary  chores  of 
defence:  The  idealism  re¬ 
mains,  bat  is  tinged  with  the 
reality  of  international  sport 

“There's  only  one  result  that 
counts  at  the  end  and  that’s 
winning  —  not  bow  you  win, 
just  winning,"  Ashton  said. 
"Before  the  Welsh  match,  I 
talked  to  them  about  personal 
responsibility,  about  honesty 

—  when  they  get  off  the  field, 
they  have  to  be  able  to  say;  T 
gave  everything  1  had  physi¬ 
cally,  mentally,  technically 
and  tactically  tor  Ireland.*  If 
ydu  can't  do  that,  you’re  not 
being  honest  and  if  you're  not 
honest,  you  shouldn't  be 
playing.” 

Ashton  carries  no  baggage 
with' him  into  Ireland;  he  has 

—  as  yet  —  no  long-term 
contract;  he  can  tell  the  truth, 
however  ugly.  He  does  not 
pretend  that  they  can  sudden¬ 
ly  be  world  beaters,  but  he 


uUorc  Andowr  1  Whaetexcti  United  1; 
Wurtoorna  3  Ttototam  1. 

MTBOJNK  EXP  HESS  ALLIANCE:  Bo*d- 
maro  St  Mdhaeta  2  Snatod  0;  Brtdgnorth  2 
Chrariown  1;  Hndfey  2  AkM  Z  W 
Mttanfe  PotoftO  Rooester  2. 

WJNSTWflEAO  KBIT  LEAGUE  Hrat 
dhMon;  Slade  Gcean  0  GcmnMjr  0: 
WWtstabte  0  Deal  O.  Frwaafwm  0 
Pwnesraeada 

UMJET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE  Pnt 
dvMorc  Bnm  f«  3  Langney  So  a 
EUROPBMIUND0L21  CHHIPI ON- 
SFUA  Group  sLc  Span  1  Malta  0.  (n 
Cartagana)  .  . 


BADMINTON 


NEW  0BM:  Mten  Open:  Hat  round: 
Marc  Tam  Ka  Churn  (HKJ  MAS  GUpta 
fincSa)  8- IS  15-8,  1S-H;  S  Jan  fhc&a)  bt 
Tara  LohTmHW  15-18. 15-10.  tM'.Wona 
Cnoorr  Ham  (Mataysu)  bt  0  BhMtaMrarya 
Ondta)  18-16. 17-18. 15.11.  VPataantrai 
(Mol  M  Yap  Yee  Up  (Malaysa)  15-12. 
75- 12  Wamarr  Choi  M»Rao  <S  Kort  U  F 
GaBup  (Eng)  4-11.  114.  11^:  A  Popai 
ftntfiaj  ht  Park  So-Yan  (S  to)  11-6. 11-8.  M 
KarawtWAaiM  L  AVrta  (Mateysa)  tl-3. 
12-11. 

BASKHTBAIL 

NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA):  Ocve- 
land  106  PhiadPlpfjia  34.  NeorJarsOy  104 
Olando  $6.  Ncm  York  97  Warfangtorr  92 
Mam  104  Dram  91.  Oacjgo  103 
Charteoa  100:  San  Antonio  111  Cutes  97. 
Houston  106  Vancouver  97;  MlbHtAae'101 
Toronto  96.  Runand  ill  ftowu  iqb; 
Senate  JOB  Darner  81.  LA  Cappers  116 
Boast  112:  Utter  120  Sapnenta  98. 

_ CRICKET _ 

SHfcFHtLD  SHOP:  Hobart  (second  day 
ot  Xu;:  5ouih  Auatnda  387  S  A  JcMsort 
91).  J  C  Scudort  70L  Tasmarra  1366  (R  T 
CbrtSno  76  no)  _ _ 

_ CYCLING 

TOUR  OF  THE  MEDOBWCAN:  Rwt 
•toga  |  itEkm  torn  Bern  to  La  Cnwte 
Mos^.  1.  M  Qpctera  (R.  SaBco)  2hr  11mm 
Mara.  2  M  Srrazzw  ?l  Roroottor.  3.  F 
B*Ut>  {I  U3  Tacflnogyrrt:  4.  E  Iw «. 
AST)  5.  L  Guvn  PL  TeteAcnd,  6.  S8OT0 
iTr .  Cwino)  as  same  nmc 


does  expect  to  see  them  talcing 
deebioas  and  playmg  their 
part  in  running  the  game 

He  knows  that  certain  play¬ 
ers  in  foe  England  ranks  at 
Lansdowne  Road  —  particu¬ 
larly  those  he  coached  at  Bath 
—  wiH  have  those  talents:  “It 
would,  be  very  easy  to  fall  into 
the  trap  of  thinking  that  l  ean 
predict  what  Jack  Rowell  will 
dp,  fort  he’s  an  unpredictable 
•  man.’’  Ashton  said.  “I'm  on 
the  same  wavelength  as  him 
in  our  approach  to  players 
and  how  the  game  should 
develop;  we  made  an  excellent 
team.  We  bad  a  comfortable 
relationship,  but  Has'  is 
not  Bath,  it’s  England,  who 
don’t  play  like  Bath  do  and 
the  Bafo  players  don’t,  play 
.  for  England  as  they  do  for 
Bath. 

“England’s  weapon  is  the 
sheer  size  and  strength  of 
their  players.  If  we  give  them 
time  and  space  to  generate 
momentum,  they  will  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  stop,  but  what  lean  tdl 
my  players,  individually,  is 
that,  for  80  minutes  on,a  given 
Saturday  afternoon,  they  are 
better  than  the  guy  ogpposlte 
them.  ThCT>e  done  ft  once, 
agamst  Robert  Howiey.  Scott 
Gibbs,  Scott  Quftmefl,  who 
are  not  bad  players.  Now  they 
have  to  do  ft  again." 


GOLF 


LA  MANGA,  Spain: : 

Luadng  braroond  ami:  138:  D  Park 
(Burghi  \May)  88,  71.  140:  B  Taytor 
(Thorpe  Hd)  71.  68  142:  L  Donoki 
(BeBCarvOekfi  72.  70.  143:  RHndt 
73,  7tt  G  Wcfstartrobra  (KNroTOi  “ 

73.  70  Other  raonK  151:  N 
(Woodbury  Pa*}  7B.  7Z 


HOCKEY 


REPRESaittATiVE  MATCH:  Brash  Poles 
3ClrtSawte»1  ffteitotj. _ _ 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (MtL):  NY  ttianders  5 
5  (OT),  CdnUD  3  Los  Angelas  1; 
5  Boston  1:  Wasrtngtan  5  vwrwju- 


RUGBYUIBON 


AN0LO4NQJ8H  CUP:  Pool  28:  Post¬ 
poned:  TrtiorcJiy  v  Saracens 
CLUB  MATCH:  CM 
47 


:  CMowel  LharoaHy  as  Army 


SKIING 


Men:  Gtent  aWooc  1.  M  von  Grtinora 
(Swtz)  (Imln  23  31 WC.  124S2)  2it*i 
«823s*r,  Z  LKjus  (Nor)  (12*  S3. 124.76) 
2-49  3St  3.  A  SchJtor,  du&u$  (12SBS, 
1«^  2:4963  4.  S  Lodrar  (Snflz) 
it  V2&2B)  2«n:  S.  P  Accoi* 
rswtz)  fl  25.17,  124.97)  250.14.  Did  not 
Wt  A  Better  fC381.  _ _ 

_ SQUASH _ 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE-  Group  A:  Dotoarn 
Wine  Ouwns  HaMax  4  Tcimrarth  Street 

Motors  OrfMd  1  (Hate  names  list:  D 

Cample**  be  AAbou  Tates  9- 1. 9-2. 9-3: 

M  araaabt  M  Alan  SO.  9-1. 9-4, 4-9. «;  L 

Beact*  bt  4  Rtoarf  9-1,  92.  9-2  M 

Bjcweta  bt  K  9h—  Oft  IPG.  9-7;  Emma 

WM  teat  to  Hrtoyn  Coppor  1-9.  5-9.  tM); 

Mraufc  DWrtxaaij  Osbop's  Stortlord  S 
teMn  MUM  HafarasTaa  Q  ” 


M.  M:  B  Ford  btM  Hamby  9-7, fl-3-  J 
Rttobos  bt  N  Matte* 

UHMMNL  M.  Mbfora  Mrna^bt 
Jaie  Thador  6-R  9^3,  9-1,  9-7) 
posOonK  A-  1.  Bishop 


Depth 

L  '“"J 


CoreSbons  Rwwto 
Ptae  Offlp  resort 


Weather 
Ppn)  Last 
•  *C  snow 


AUSTRIA 

Otjergragl  30.  .t<0  good  aust^  good  cun  0  11/2 

(Pstss  to  good  condSkxi;  some  new  snow} 

Sctiadnung  20  40  good  heavy  tax  ' 

(New  snow  on  mdiupper  stores;  more  snow 
S*  _  15  none  closed  fak  2 

(Warm  wetfier  not  abetting  snovmadimsto  operas) 


mow  a  12/2 


FRANCE 

M6nbel 

La  Tania 


55  135  good  varied  slushy  am 

(Lower  rare  vary  slushy:  heavy  snovrfefe  forecast) 

(Heavy  oonritens  wift  stefyaSL  toSU) 

Vaftfltore  95  20 0  'good  varied  good  aTa 
(Soma  new  snow  tut  wnMam;  gattoaBy  vwy  good) 


6  92 

sun  S  5/2 
12/2 


ITALY 

Gonna 

Uvrjno 

Grfo 


a  100  good  heavy  worn  sun  6  26/i 

(Losssti  runs  vo^  warn  but  good  above  1.900  wbObs) 

180  .  good  varied  good  fair  -i  i?/? 

(Good  aMngovaafl  but  some  icy  patches)  ld/Z 

”  “  ?wd  varied  hard  fine  -4 


£lmin 

Tuigamala 

By  Christopher  Ikvine 

THE  transfer  of  Va’aiga 
Tuigamala  from  Wigan  to 
Newcastle  rugby  anion  dub 
should  be  completed  next 
week.  The  El  million  deal  is 
foe  bigg^t  in  es&ST  rugby 
code  and  the  Western  Samoa 
centre  is  expected  to  make  Ins 
debut  in  the  Courage  Clubs 
Championship  second  divi¬ 
sion  at  home  to  Wakefield,  on 
March  8. 

Tuigamala,  27.  is  due  at 
Newcastle  in  the  build-up  to 
the  club’s  home  Pifldngton 
Cup  match  against  Leicester 
on  Saturday  week.  However, 
he  is  cup-tied,  having  played 
for  Wasps  against  Rugby  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  competition. 

The  £500.000  transfer  fee 
for  die  fanner  AD  Black  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  record  £440.000  paid 
to  WIdnes  by  Wigan  for  Mar¬ 
tin  Offiah,  in  1992.  His  three- 
year  contract  involves  an 
additional  £300.000  and  New¬ 
castle  must  also  pay  back  the 
player's  £180.000  Super 
League  "loyally'’  payment 

Tuigamala  will  join  Fat 
Lam,  die  Western  Samoa  cap¬ 
tain,  at  Kingston  Park  and 
while  Wigan,  still  £3  J  million 
in  debt,  were  in  no  position  to 
refuse  the  offer,  the  addition 
of  the  player  to  Newcastle^ 
elite  stable  is  intoided  to 
further  promote  interest  in 
rugby  union  in  tire  area  and 

ensure  .the  side  fills  one  of  two 
automatic  promotion  places. 

The  deal  is  still  subject  to 
financial  fine-tuning  and  final 
sanction  by  the  Wigan  board, 
but  Jack  Robinson,  foe  Wigan 
chairman,  said  there  was  no 
longer  any  point  fighting  to 
keep  a  player  whose  heart  was 
not  in  staying.  That  much,  was 
evident  in  Tuigamala’s  disap¬ 
pointing  display  last  Saturday 
in  the  Silk  Cut  Challenge  Cup 
defeat  at  St  Helens. 

Wigan  hope  that  money 
from  Tuigamalais  sale  will 
keep  Jason  Robinson  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Park.  However,  foe  Aus¬ 
tralian  Rugby  League  could 
insist  that  foe  Great  Britain 
wing  honours  tire  contract  he 
is  due  to  take  up  in  June. 

Bobbie  Goulding  is  staying 
at  St  Helens  after  withdraw¬ 
ing  a  transfer  request  Today, 
foe  Great  Britain  scrum  half 
goes  before  the  Rugby  Foot¬ 
ball  League  disciplinary  com¬ 
mittee  for  his  dismissal  for  a 
high  tackle  in  foe  cup-tie 
against  Wigan. 


31  pis;  2.  Hate  30:  3.  Fattens  Bw  27 
Group  8: 1.  Chichester  25;  2.  Qmn  and 
BttjSfl&ajtebouna  18. _ 

TENNIS 


I UC  Maya  (Sp»  2*  M,  7-5;  A 
I  bt  0  Prlnora  (Gar)  6-2.  84.  B 


DUBAI:  Man’a  totananauc  Brat  round:  J 
Nowki 
Costa 

Bate  (Geri  btM  GUnar  (Get)  6-2.  fr7. 6- 
Z  PCatii  (Alo]  bt  C  Casts  (SP)  7-B.  76;  J 
Courier  (US)  bt  A  Medvedev  (UVa)  S-3. 6-3: 
S  Stole  (Aug)  bt  D  RM  (Cz)  7-5.  6-3:  J 
Harrir  Dated#  (Hoi)  btRFurlan(n)fr4, 7-fi. 
SAN  JOSE,  CaBomh:  Mm's  tournament 
Brat  round:  P  Satinas  (US)  bt  A 
Radrfaacu  (Gar)  Mi  W;D  Nastor  (CanJ  bl 
R  Watters  (US)  60.  8-1. 

MABSQOES:  Men’s  tournament  Brat 
round;  A  Ctesnetov  (Ftoss)  bt  O  Defete 
(Ff)  4-6.  6-2.  6-4;  M-Unaon  (Sm)  bt  F 
CbMt  (Sfri 2*.  64  63;  S  Brjouwa&ij  bl 
C  PUtoe  FA  M.  6-7, 6-1:  L  Ftoux  (Fr)  bt  A 
OtevsMy  (Rub^  6-1.  2-6.  64;  T  Enqwsl 
(S *w)  bt  P  FrecWcaran  (Steal  6-1.  6-Z  P 
KcrtJs  JO)  fc*  F  Rota  (Bek^  4-6, 64, 7-6.  M 
Rossat  (Sate}  bt  G  Schdw  (Aut)  6-1. 6-4. 
PARIS:  Wbman’stoumamant:  Bat  round: 

K  Habaudova  JStoralcro  bt  N  Duchy  (ft) 
2-6. 8-4. 6-3:  C  Riiw  (US)  ts  N  Aranrn  |US) 
6-1, 8-1;  Y  BasuW  fttate)  bt  B  Scriatt  f3er) 
6-4, 7-6;  N  Tauzttt  Sri  bt  F  LatMt  (Am)  6-1, 
6a.  Second  round:  M  Hinge  (Swttqbt  S 
Fartrw@6G.8-*. 

CHGWBJL:  Man's  saMMe  toumarnert: 
Sracnd  round  (Graai  Britain  urtras 
Staled);  N  Weal  t>  M  FB  (Aus)  7-6  74;  C  ’ 
Prwatey  (US)  bt  I  Gaud  (IQ  6-2.  6-3;  M 
aacOng  (Swe)  bl  C  Beecher  63.  64;  C 
FtagpaMjSA}  bt  A  Ptanar  7-5. 6-3;  D  van 

grasasfSBa.'^jgs 

Mcitartteon  M  R  Owas  jUS)  8-2. 6-7,  B-3;  A 
fotfabtM  KantacHc  Per)  1-6, 64. 7-6;  T 
UBMttm(^s)btPEitradl(Ger)64,6-1:T 
prt  WMBeiloM  @  64, 5-7. 64. 
BlRMB<IGHAM:  Woman's  satsEto  tour- 
namart:  Second  maid:  K  Cross  (GB)  b  K 
GuraelAiaj  24J,  64, 61;  S-A  SddaK  |GB) 
“J  2»?wy  P0.&4.  7-6;  L  Udlmar 

swateattwftsiga 

©eta)  tt  4  Ward  (GH)  61.  62;  J  LUrora 
(ft«s)  M  J  PiMn  (GQ  8-1.  M.  6ft  O 
NawraBusa)  bt E  Bond  (G8)  7-5, 63; C 
Taylor  (G8)  bt  H  Matthews  (08)  61 , 6-4. 

POOLS  DIVIDgNPS 

unLEWaqoS:  Treble  Chance  Pool 
lirmO mm  ports  12  Mss  ol 
ESS.176.Q0  (20  points:  709  pms  ot 
SJJ7.10  Ita  ports);  I4lia  prizes  d  SB05 
ITS  ports.  iiiTte  prizes  of  et.4a  (17 
00*^.  IW-aroB  rest*:  53  prizes  of 
E4, 70220  (22  pores  maximim)  78  onzes  ot 


YEHNON&  Treble  Chance  iMadnun 
Pgjftto).  M  pons  02,758.85: 19  ports 

Mua.w  ports  ereo.  am* 

to  IMS  ot  snip?  Super  shots 
SSBOO  tDrnttndtounftscf lzsSTftortef 
IQ  Beaa)  (paid  on  8  correct)  Qmkiend  to 
uortotSOpi 

SETTERS:  Tntotochaner  2Qpto  E&4 1935. 
19  C12  K.  )8  El  .00.  Three  rfiwWends  criy 
BgM  sways:  24pB 
£25^23  fl  .00. 7riO<$tedsnds  orav—  sen 
ftraBW.  Four  dmra  pwtong  barerS 
1SU&.  t&t  Homes  ptoWng  Barred) 

w&nL.Four  ***&  E50®  SMpar  ? 

nOOflOO.  Luc*y  Numbers:  14,  3ft  21. 22. 


SQ_ ^  IT—  ItdlU  n 

^  ats  and  fare  open;  gonwaiy  ojod  sfc&n) 

SWITZERLAND 

C  Montana  30  295  good  varied  worn 

lVns' rema*1 9°od;  kmerweanrn) 

60  310  good  varied  fair 


IGHTLY 
TRIPS  TO  THE 
BATHROOM? 


z  t  - 


SUNDOWN 


vOiiS  :N-U 


-t.K 


V 


’*v 


V. 


% 


SaasFce 

Vatier 


aa-TL^L' j  »wvi  lag  tar  2 

(nghmxbdosing  some  ate.  snew  $a  mostly  good) 

_ _ IHigh stapre^ goS^Swar^wm; 

Sowce;  Sta Cfab of  Grrat Brtain 


>.  t.  j.. 

lV”  ■ 


:\'C 


ft 


ft 
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.RACING:  HAPPIER  TIMES  AHEAD  FOR  YOUNG  NORTHERN  TRAINER  AFTER  BLEAK  SPELL 


By  Iambs  Willoughby 

ANN  SWINBANK.  has'  en- 
dured  some  of  the  bleakest 
™urs  that  anyone  who  lives 
with  horses  can  suffer.  She 
has  emerged  as  one  of  the 
most  promising  young  train¬ 
ers  in  the  North. 

Swinbank.  32,  has  sent  out 
20  winners  from  a  35-strong 
team  this  jumps  season,  her 
fifth  and  easily  most  success¬ 
ful  campaign.  Next  month, 
her  best  horse.  Colour  Code, 
puts  his  unbeaten  record  on 
the  line  in  the  Festival  Bumper 
at  Cheltenham.  These  are 
exciting  times  for  the  Liver¬ 
pudlian-.  they  might  have 
come  earlier  had  circumstance 
not  intervened. 

She  had  just  concluded  her. 
first  campaign  with  a  handful 
of  promising  horses  and  a 
fistful  of  optimism  when  it 
struck.  First  there  was  rough- 


Nap:  ROYAL  RAVEN 
(4.50  Sand  own  Park) 
Next  best  Doctoor 
(3.10  Sand  own  Park) 


ing  and  the  odd  runny  nose, 
then  the  horses  at  Tbomdale 
Farm,  near  Darlington,  devel¬ 
oped  the  debilitating  symp¬ 
toms  of  equine  herpes.  They 
had  contracted  two  forms  of 
the  virus  and  their  condition 
was  worsened  by  strangles,  a 
choking  inflammation  of  the 
throat  glands.  It  is  a  potent 
alliance  from  which  few  hors* 
es  emerge  unscathed. 

“All  f  could  do  was  stand 
there  and  watch  ray  horses  go 
down  one  by  arte,”  Swinbank 
recalled.  “Happy,  healthy: 
horses  I  had  invested  years  in 
reduced  to  heaving  wrecks. 
One  horse  had  to  be  shot  it 
became  so  ill,  and  none  of  the 
others  is  still  here." 

Swinbank  was  told  the  virus 
could  take  years,  to  depart  and 
that  it  might  be  best  if  she  quit 
But  even  at  the  height  of  her 
melancholy,  she  never  enter¬ 
tained  thoughts  of  giving  up. 


Swinbank  keeps  an  eye  on  her  stable  star.  Colour  Code,  who  is  being  aimed  at  the  Festival  Bumper  at  Cheltenham 


"It  made  me  so  ill  and  very 
depressed,  but  I  had  to  carry 
on  for  my  peace  of  mind.  I  had 
set  out  on  the  road  to  be  a 
racehorse  trainer  and  f  knew  ! 
could  never  feel  die  same 
about  anything  again  if  1 
quit” 

It  took  most  of  the  next 
season  before  the  virus 
cleared.  They  were  frustrating 
times  for  a  trainer  keen  to  get 
on,  but  Swinbank  remembers 
that,  if  nothing  else,  the  turbu¬ 
lence  gave  her  a  .  broader 
outlook.  "It  didn’t  teach  me 
anything  about  horses  but  it 
taught  me  about  life.  You  have 


got  to  know  the  long,  dark 
days  to  appreciate  tine  short 
bright  ones,*  she  said. 

She  stoically  began  rebuild¬ 
ing  ha-  career,  drawing  on  her 
experience  as  a  bloodstock 
agent  to  find  new  horses.  One 
of  the  first  she  tried  to  buy  was 
Cezanne,  the  subsequent  Irish 
Champion  Stakes  winner,  but 
he  was  sent  to  Dubai  instead. 
Cezanne’s  half-brother.  Color¬ 
ful  Ambition,  came  up  for  sale 
the  next  year  and  Swinbank 
completed  his  purchase.  The 
powerful  bay  has  been  a 
mainstay  of  the  yard,  winning 
on  die  Rat  and  over  hurdles. 


This  family  connection  was 
furthered  with  last  year's  ac¬ 
quisition  of  Colour  Code,  out 
of  the  same  mare,  for  26,000 
guineas  from  Michael  S Conte's 
yard.  The  striking  chestnut 
was  too  immature  to  race  on 
the  Rat  but  his  ability  was  not 
in  question. 

“A  week  before  he  was  due 
to  run,  we  took  Colour  Code  to 
Kelso  for  a  gallop  with  Color¬ 
ful  Ambition,  who  had  never 
been  beaten  in  his  work. 
Colour  Code  slaughtered 
him.”  Swinbank  said. 

Colour  Code  won  a  Nat¬ 
ional  Hunt  flat  race  at  Carlisle 


on  his  debut  in  November  by 
five  lengths,  going  away.  He 
was  even  more  impressive 
under  a  penalty  at  Haydock 
last  month,  running  dean 
away  from  a  good  field.  Next 
stop  for  the  five-year-old  is 
Cheltenham. 

“Colour  Code  is  a  very 
classy  horse  and  if  he  gets  to 
Cheltenham  in  top  form  he  is 
going  to  run  a  big  race.  It 
would  mean  everything  to  a 
yard  like  this  to  win  the 
Festival  Bumper,  but  after 
what  1  have  best  through,  the 
race  1  most  want  to  win  is  die 
next  one." 
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3.10  BURMfl£  CONOmONAL  JOCKEYS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,640:  2m  11(^d)  (6  runm) 
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atewf  #  M  of  14  to  KubM  n  IhuScu  hsdo 
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3.45  LJONDESBOROUGH  HANDICAP  CHAK 

(£4,811:  2m  4f  11(^1  (4  runners) 
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hatocap  ton  to  Kajptai  (2m  4i  110yd,  good  to 


tanX  TOO  PLUSH  beat  Fht  To  Sewn  dhtonee  In 
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4.50  SPRUNG  NOVKES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£3,035;  2m  61)  (15  dinners) 
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Irish  Gold 
Cup  hope 
on  trial  at 
Thurles 

DORANS  PRIDE  is  opposed 
by  Merry  Gale  on  his  first 
venture  outside  novice  com¬ 
pany  in  today's  five-runner 
Kinloch  Brae  Chase  at 
Thuries  (our  Irish  raring  corr¬ 
espondent  writes). 

Unbeaten  in  fire  starts  over 
fences  this  season,  Dorans 
Pride  is  as  low  as  4-1  second 
favourite  for  the  Cheltenham 
Gold  Cup  despite  not  yet 
having  been .confirmed  a  cer¬ 
tain  runner  in  the  race. 

Today's  race  over  2h  miles, 
an  inadequate  stamina  test  for 
the  1995  Stayers’  Hurdle  win¬ 
ner.  should  be  a  good  exami¬ 
nation  for  Dorans  Pride 
especially  against  Merry 
Gale,  fourth  to  Danoti  in  tire 
Hennessy  at  Leopardstown 
last  time. 

A  spokesman  For  Dorans 
Pride's  trainer,  Michael 
Hourigan,  said  yesterday: 
“The  horse  is  in  good  shape.  It 
will  be  a  good  test  and  just 
what  we  need  to  see  if  he 
should  go  to  Cheltenham.  It 
will  be  a  challenge  going  into 
his  first  open  event" 
Hourigan  and  the  owner, 
Tom  Doran,  have  consistently 
refused  to  commit  Dorans 
Pride  to  the  Gold  Cup,  despite 
it  being  his  sole  Festival  entry. 

Today’s  race  is  an  ideal 
opportunity  for  Merry  Gale  to 
ptxsh  a  claim  for  his  own 
Cheltenham  prospects.  Jim 
Dreaper's  horse  could  never 
dominate  as  be  likes  in  the 
Hennessy  last  time  and  be 
tviO  also  appreciate  the  step 
back,  in  distance  from  three 
miles. 

The  spokesman  for  Hour¬ 
igan  concluded:  “It  will  be  a 
disappointment  if  Dorans 
Pride  doesn’t  perform  well 
today." 
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as.  fcotef  £8,727 32 caniod  tenwrd  to 
Taunton  today}.  • 

Pteoepoc  £258.40.  OuadpoC£282U 
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aiO  (2m  hde)  1,  Doutte  Agent  (P 
Cartwny.  iS-B):  2.  Mattemeon  (7-4  lav):  3. 
Fomtaafafa  Partner  (4-11  Gran.  1MI.  &  J 
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£4627. 

4.10  (3m  eh)  1 ,  Howaymui  (M  A  Parker. 
7-21:  Z.  Mueaer  Moss  3,  Free 
Transfer  (8-7).  ktas»  Mr  1W1  ton  ft).  8 
ran.  Nfc  Ptow  O'Drunmond.  7L  12.  K 
Anderson.  Tate  £4.70:  £1.40.  £1£0. 
£120.  DF;  £2980.  War  ESilO.  CSF: 
£26.65. 

4>0  Qm  hdto)  1,  te  Chritote  (A  Thornton. 
7-2);  2,  Etemd  Ctty  (12-1);  3  Heavens 
Above  ill-4  krJ).  II  m  Nft  Cheattr, 
Dtehflsr.  1L  114L  Miss  L  Sicktaa  Tore: 
E&40-,  El  .70,  £290,  fil.SO.  DF:  £38.80. 
Trio-  £9  to  CSF:  £44.02.  Dicajt-  £12520 
Flaaepac  C1720L  Quadpot  £8.10. 

Wolverhampton 

Going:  standard 

1^0  PI)  l.MansafifS  Dromw.  2-1  M;2. 
Bold  Etet  18-1):  3,  So  Hope  (6-1).  8  ran. 
NFL  Nashua.  «l.  1141  P  Murphy  Tote 
£4.20;  £2.40.  £380.  £130.  DF:  C2I  ». 

Trio:  £2380  CSF.  £1654.  Tneasfc  E74JQ4. 


220  pm  il  Jftid)  i,  Don  Sebastian  [D 
•  -  ‘  11-10  rev):  2,  ~  " 


--****£21 


HoBand.  - - -  -  . 

Venture  Conned  (3-2)  11  ran.  3.  _ 
Haggss  Tote  £2 10ftl.lt>.  £3.60.  C2.40. 
DpOBO  Trio-  £148a CSF: £522 
250  (1m  a  166yd)  1.  Pcmtodn  (M 
WgteR  4-1):  2  HoflWIi  Ol  Fame  (M  i- 
tno:  3.  Pnan*fl  nfrirshB%  m  ji-mv.  io 
ran  NR:  Rachael’s  Dawn  1 V.  &  J  Pearce 
Tate  £440:  £1S&  £1 3Dl  E2J0.  DF: 
£1350  Tno.  £2530  CSF.  £1236 

320(71)  1. Rate© HoBand, 9-1):  2. Cm 
Bom  Bom  (100-50  tar);  3,  Yeoman  OJw 
1 10-71  8ran  hBt2W.M«L Suite  Tote 
£1260:  El  ao.  £280,  £280.  DF-  EiaflO 
CSF  £34.69.  Tricast  £281  65. 

350  (5?)  l.  Bfuttt  Faitwy  (R  Lappfe,  3-1 
m:  2.  MonguS  (5-l)r  3,  — - 

Song  (5-i)  SlajwougB3-i 
iNrtTftL  J  Ewe.  ToteO.30-.  I 
DF- £11.50  CS::£17« 

Cascade  (LNswicn,  9- 

_ narger  (3-t  tw):  3,  Pretty 

i  (4-1).  9nn  tti.ifcB  McMehon.  Teae- 
£7.100:  £23).  £1.80,  Ei.70.  DF,  GCO.BO 
Trio:  £11.40  CSFrEiaO. 

450 11m  41)  1 .  Norttwn  Motto  p  Grtimho. 
5-1);  2  studo  TMjy  (12-1):  3.  AinW- 
daWteHO-J)  SfeJ«Mlw.9rai  MR- 
ARAB-  41. 1ML  JGokta.  Tote  EG  80:  £1 40. 
Cl  .90.  £1A3.  OF.  C31£0  Tito;  C3560. 
CSF:C6488  Tw»«:£S5im 
PtaapOtEWWa  Quadpot  EISjOO. 


far  6  ran. 
70.  £4  90. 


42)13)1.1 

2):2H»*r< 


y>-v  .*  -^wsk.n 


■r 


THUNDERS1 
lAO  Break  The  Rules.  2.10  Proud  Image.  Z4S  Mister 
Drum.  3J20  Biown  Wren.  3-55  Jason’s  Boy.  42S 
Jefferies.  4^5  Princely  Aflirir. 


GQWG:  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  IN  PLACES) 
TOTH  JACKPOT  MEETING 


SIS 


1.40  RLACXDOWN  8WDEK  KUKILE 

(Dw  I:  t1,697: 2m  10  (14  rurms) 

HE  BREAK  THE  RULES  13  U  Pipe  5-11-5 - 

.9 SKfSKEU:— ...  Jf» 

RUUPaSIlTS»W21fH  FhM  Ml-5 - R  Farm 

SOUXII COVE  WUlta* 7-11-5 - C Abu* 

es  sourn war bphese 52 d wwn m-e wumsam 

ft  VAMOROUGH  LAO  64F  M  Goteo  B-11-5  _  T  Oucorabo  (3)  - 
®K£ BEACH 4aSFQBmlB 5-U-5.  - GBretey  - 

Ese  wALrarsoesTOir asc ima 5-n-s — sMdU  - 

MO  Z2M  OEMM FEASANT 68  L  Coatf  5-11-0.  ...  Mrl  Jcftrt  94 

in  0  AUWE JO® 24 P Hobbs 4-19-9 -  GTonnoy  - 

112  4  KIES entESS  14 PWdWb 4-194 - oeaimteg 

M3  KMNE5CASH34FPBoMn4-1D4 - BlSicu  - 

114  UASIBFHR  Ala  4-10-9 -  - A  Tbornem  - 

T^tW^TbeWos.  3-1  ta*^OTU-1{VWraeacB.  8-1  tunp,  Mans. 


191 

VI2 

no 

104 

105 
IK 
107 
JOB 
104 


(7)  88 


79 


2.10  POHLOCK  SELLING  RMfiHCAP 

(£2,005;  2m  11)  (16) 

201  2235  GL0WM6 M1H 13JDJBF JFJ)  R  Hodgu  7-11-10  JHvns  (7)  92 

202  31  PROUD OAAEE  15 (nGUcCut 5-11-7 - OBridewar  91 

203  1221  DTUAN 13  pmetUPta  4-11-6.^. - C  Abode  91 

204  V-46  GOffiUtt. SHffHEY 210  (RP Hndgtr 611-3 _  H CMno  (7)  97 

205  4059  UniEMXUGAN  12 fijaUfRHatjes 6-1M3 

lOnonOcDt  94 

208  2206  HUE  STREET  BLUB  1Z  (8)  C  Scab  B-KM3  ..  GBodey  » 

207  D56-  SHAWWS 26BIF) B Uoaifei  14-1IM0.. i* J L Uredyn  © 

208  P-30  STEER  POHT  TOO  R  Frost  5-10-9 . . J  Frost  to 

2Q>  05-0  OBSOLVE 79 N lteitatl5- NHL  - - UrL&toer/T)  96 

210  040  ALDHRX  COLtMiUE  17  ffl)  U  USIw  ID-10-7  W  kAnfem  90 

711  849  UAHMJVffAT LAW  15 N Besy 6-10-5  . . JRtoBoa  - 

211  4P4)  AKX  DC  YANK  12  H  One  7-19-5 - JbnjtoObnr  84 

213  (MU  N0RD  LIS  13  |D5)  B  Ltaidlp  6-HM - ...ILMaa  90 

214  P25  KASHAS!  56  W.G)  P  KtTMd  9-HM . SfoBSW  93 

215  POP/  OXSUEE-lftK'-BRAVE  622F  (F)  T  Georga  9-10-0  R  Jotason  - 

216  5MV  BOD  R9E  786  A  Baton  8-10-0 - A  Procter  - 

11-4  cman.  4-1  ftwti  trage.  8-1  Gtaraa  PWt  KM  U«  Sind  Stues.  14-r 
bseoi  Steltj,  UO>  Tbe  YU*  Star  PoW.  «-1  otoera 


2.45 


KBtLADE  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3,518: 2m  31)  (10) 

301  1229F  UETBt DRUM  12 (FJL5) U VAbesoa 8-12-0.  WUantoaB 

302  2102  GARCU)  13  0B5)CBw*S 7-114 . .  GB rate*  96 

3(0  P82D  ASTRAL MVASKM 6 (Vi)  1  Wto 6-11-7 — RUsrayO)  - 

30«  024*  DUMftCXSWW  55  F  Infer  8-11-2 . HG0KBb(7)  59 

305  -626  UJOCrEOOC  16  AEOPIWb  6-11-2 - CUmte  - 

3K  E-OP  LUCKY TANHQl 22 UosHKnigM 6-11-2 - JCdkny  - 

307  PP3f  feJSTBRJGHT *5P l taring  10-11-2 - DIM*  - 

303  SYDNEY  BOON  277P  (SJ  D  Basrtb  6-11-2 - PHnfcy  - 

309  P-P0  GEMHUST 81  UaPDnSdd 6-10-11.  -  MfLJttM  - 

310  &PU  Ml  A  HAM)  12  6  0*0  7-10-11 - T  Dtscrwt*  (3]  - 

5-4  finto,  5-?  Staff  Una,  6-1  laett  6d*r.  HM  ftretts  V«w.  lr*3y  T*ma. 
12-1  Sstey  Bonn.  14.1  dtas. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS:  JOU.B  wnsra  boa  17  nswa.  353%.  N  BAbtage.  4 
tarn  12. 333%,  J  Nevflte,  3  fen  9.  3131:  P  Hedm.  5  fen  21, 
ZSW,  p  Hobbs.  23  fen  97.  23.7V  Ms  H  6  ton  26. 
23.1V 

JOCKEYS:  D  Wttft.  3  wife  fen  B  ndos.  37SV  M  RnJorts,  7 
fen  34. 20  6V 1  Law*.  4  kom  22.  Iftn;  D  Brttfanla.  16  fen 
89.  IftOV  J  B  KM#.  £  fern  36. 17 1 V  X  Wltonsan.  B  fern  47, 
17  UV 


3.20  CRANMDRE  MARES  ONLY  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.400: 3m  110yd)  (16) 

401  tvn  MAH) EflUAL  13 (CO.Gj)  H Pipe 6-12-0  .  GSapgh(7)  95 

402  34-3  l4fflUOOKIW131JS)P«*oU!  7-M-6.  OB«ro«5(5)  92 

403  WP4  UK  IWW3U)  15  (9X/,6JS)RHo^K  B-11-6 

1  DzxontalTi  90 

404  3333  FLEW  DETALSIF^ttfiU  Tcaer  6-11-6  J  Purer  (7/  K 

405  P43Z  HRST  CRACK  Bff,GJ§)F  Mm  12-1W).  .  SWums  ffl 
4K  S30P  COLETIFSCHO«RB) E «n> MM3-  .ARontaiS 
407  0311  SCOTTISH  WSfiMG  8  (C.F.W)  1  »d  7-10-13  l7aj 

RIAasserUi  SB 

«S  -563  MSS  SECRET  65  C  UfeMt  7-1M . DBnOgwaer  80 

4»  6633  STftKM-POS  12  (S) t UweDp  M05-  .^.JLnweea  93 

410  >50  APACHE WW®M(D,QH Kmc 7-10-2. -RJtoKOn  98 

411  2314  OflAflOMCT  12 (6JF.S) D Bmbflf M04.  OJBnoirt  95 

4i?  -4P4  SUMiERHAVPI  58  HLawd  6-104 - W  A  tore  to 

413  IY>  SHW HARUONY 848P R SosOi T-10-0 -  Citato  - 

414  -2SP  AUCTS  MFffbW  14  H Betop  6-100  CIGrfOms(7)  34 

415  542P  XONGfS M&.0DY  14 b BUiop 6-106 - -  RGflUC  81 

41G  -064  BROWN WR8(  13 P Hetla 6-10-0 -  -  Stormy  90 

7-2  Mfe)  MM  6-1  Mes  Scott.  7-1  Scan *  Wedtotg.  B-1  UitUtm.  F« 

OeTto.  12-1  «tos 


Dak.i0.iter 


3.55  CHEDDAR  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,713: 3m)  112) 

501  31 P0  DUKALLOW  LODGE  19  (C0J£5)  CBareJ  10-11-11 

8  Fontsc  91 

Moa h  Kmtfto »-ll-7 —  J  F  TUcy  87 
SJOGcaWO  T0-11-8MAf&QeraH  92 
12  IWJUEntto  13-10-12  _ 

MGrfHtttiri  @ 

505  102/  SfTWS TO U S7UP (F.S) U Poe  11-50-10  .  Janreftons  - 

SOS  0FM  C8.1M0 12  (G)  T  FaclB  9-10-9 . SWym  88 

- — I0SM  (BP Hotel 9-104 . -  G  Tonrey  - 

FAS)  J  ffcnUry  7  10-0 . .  -  Fl  Johnson  9? 
LS) BtUsan  10-HH)  ..  Dsaa(5j98 
{CDBFA)  P  Hedgs  9-104)  IDnmnre  St? 
,J3) 6 Etoatfc  12-10-0  TDascontaO)  9a 
512  PIMf  HHGU&  10  (F.S)  H  Bate  10-10-0  .....  SUcNeft  90 
7-2  M  PWjWtaL  9-2  Otoator, tod^>)  CrtBO. >!  ftaSIr  A  ftwol.  S-: 


502  63M  MR  PICKPOCKET  21  IS 

503  3236  BEAUT  A  RASCAL  ISj 

504  34P0  BENJAMN  LANCASTER 


W  20F/  ASWAACDHL 
606  215-  JASOffSBOYL 

509  -04  JUBREMCBt  15( 

510  2113  CMlMfWBlZ 

511  34pp  nsiUAinnzi 


BeqKM  UnosUf.  S pm  Tt»  tt.  HM  Call  Ue  Rncr  12-1  a Jfienk. 

4.25  PBHUARY  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.314: 2m  31 110yd)  (S) 

601  F£P  SPRHG SANT  15 (5) Mbs C Hcrlo  B-11-10 —  Citato  01 
&  6-12  WE  0  TWEE  28  (CJ5)  A  Kreanto  6-11-9 .  A  Thornai  @ 
603  Ifffl  SPR0fiTOGUIW110(£a/.fl|P»te*Kriftit-f  SFentan  - 
GD4  -128  JBTERES  15  ICO.QJ  0U  6-11-5. .  ...  CLJereflyn  EC 

(to  2132  FAWlEYftyBn?  (OJAS)  WG Ulmer  8-10-12 

JPamfJi  97 

E06  4043  BOVFRBA)  23  IF)  Me  J  Pawn  7-10-6  ..  .  RFamrt  95 

G07  5280  MOOR  HALL  LAflY 20  (V)  N  BtoUge  6-1C-3  _  WBastai  96 
£06  -FPP  SALBAlilDBOY  17  (SXS)  R  S«ah  9-1 D-0.  D  Bfcgwrer  - 
2-1  FaMq  H|*.  3-1  Uta  0  Thne.  9-2  Jetones.  B-1  Spreq  Sum  M  Bjjteri 
8-1  Sprag  To  6tey.  12-1  earn. 

4.55  BUCXDQVm  UAIDBi  HURDLE 

(Div  lh  £1,707:  2m  11)  (14) 

1  0-2  CUBAN  MGHTSZItfB  Uraettyn  5-11-5  .  -  -  RJnhnson  © 

2  St  OORUT THREE  tnFRHmfees. 7-H-5..  TtaaanteOl  - 

3  P  GIWY 26 CUtCoun 7-11-5—  ...  SoglAe WW«B (5)  - 

4  LANGT0MAN  134F  G  Etoanfe  B-11-5 - BFwani  - 

J  MOON  DI/7CH  R  Fins)  6-1 1-5 . Ur  A  Hofcfewrft  - 

E  2/30  IHETTUlirS HASE 30 N Hentoron 6-11-5.  MARBOBUD  98 

7  1MEU0N  ARSENAL  10®  K  Betas  5-11-5  - RGcrene  - 

8  06  ABBEYDOBANIfflUtaJHaitore 6-11-0.  .  Wilaraon- 

9  p  raw  roatS1EPS38fC  Pofeam  5-11-0.  _T(TComw  (7)  ~ 

10  PCM.  HART  96tF  A  mtfc  5-114)  -  f*rtn  Soam  ffi  - 

11  SOS  Of  KBffiABM4rrap  5-11-0 —  ..  -DStosfc)  - 

12  GIVE  AND  TAKE  I34f  M  Pipe  4-109 - JnwEireB  - 

73  6  PWNCaYAffiABMFJ Bntfay 4-10-9 - SWyiW  - 

14  Q  RAPDUCR9FR  Bite  4-10-9 _  _.  VSstory  - 

5-2  GAk  And  Tite.  7-2  VMtoi  Arana.  5-1  Inarm  i  taage.  7-1  Cutan 
10-1  prtcrtj  Afar.  14-1  Moor  Oat to.  16-1  tows 


Blinkered  first  tune 

CATTBRKat  256  Tea  Sard  SAKDOWN  PARK:  4  SO  RaMaal 
TAUNTON:  2.45  Lucky  EckfiB.  4  25  Moor  Hal  LaOy.  SausaMo  Boy. 


THUNDERER 

1.50  Karetwstino.  2^0  DkklyRymer.  2.55  Tk»  Gold. 
350  Meadow  Hymn.  4.05  Weaver  George.  4.35 
Hotspur  Street 


GOING:  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  IN  PLACES) 


SIS 


1.50  WEST  OF  YORE  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£2,824: 2m  31)  (7  numem) 

1  W>3  AUCAT » JCWfc 6-11-2 — _ OmkByito 

2  0  BANNER  YEAR  SST  Cat  6-H-2 - MSltt* 

3  57Z4  COYBt POUT  16  f.GJSF)  J fiovflkt 6-11-2 —  PCaborn 

4  2P3-  DONTTHL JUDY 285 Vfcs MlW&Btn MI-2  ..ASSmto 

5  POW  KARBttSTflO 26 Ms S Sra* 6-11-2 -  - TRnd 

6  0-PP  WO  GA&C  12  Mas  S  HltanBM  5-T1-2 — .  —  6  Susy 

7  304  StEAUNB HOME 238 Ms MRrretey 7-10-11 - PWwo 

4-5  Cow  PoW,  4-1  Stealng  Home.  5~1  Ktmasun.  7-1  Dorttlafl  Judy.  14-1 
AkBft  16-1  Banna  Y«ar,  2S-1  WflGarm 


2.20  SWIflNGTON  MAIDEN  HURDLE 

(£2,029: 2m)  (13) 

1  0  HELPBWSS J HoreM Jobrare Ml-5 . 6fRy»g) 

2  W)  MLENBB«J0YS72PClJwrH1-5 . -  Plidfltefp) 

3  POT  POMT  OnY7F Uottgb  7-11-5 . . —  D  Batty 

4  1560  SLVSiAWC 70(8) Ate MftMfey 5-1 1-5 -  PMnn 

5  -224  TAWAHJ 141  Mternand  8-11-5 -  Rtifeltty 

6  MO  TSAHBA IS B Moors 5-11-5 - Ntetty 

7  MD  ODOy  RYMBt  74  Ite  S  SlnAh  7-17-0  —  - TRtod 

B  1S0F  NORTH  BO  LADY  88  (F)  IN  Cwnln*an  5-11-0 —  NSn* 

9  M  PARRY 72 S 6*5-11-0. - BSUsy 

W  M  PHWy PB’PEHAWT 48  R  Bar  5-11-0 -  6CJM 

11  RStSTOAT  Ms  j  Stasy  B-11-0 - - -  KJotasoi 

12  043  SAISI BEACH 48 MTadbutt 5-11-0 - AOottto 

13  042  SKCLBWSWJFfegmlfl 4-10-9 - PCitbeny 

7-1  So  Dote.  VI  T»ol5. 6-1  Satan  Bereft  Star  Mta.  12-1  Pete  (My.  14-1 
Not*  End  Udi,  Pnoy  PtnaoimL  20-1  efen 


2.55  ZETLAND  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2,772;  3m1f  110yd)  (5) 

1  1WP  JOHWYnatraOffilJCnWMT-HI - F  (refry  0) 

2  4334  SPARROW  HALL  23  ?,G,S)  J  FtbgifaU  18-10-12  »  P  Caban 

3  F231  T«»60U)13p.ra£)PraB83lnuOh9-1M..-.  ASSn* 

4  PP3P  SNOOK KJ8KT 10 IB) 0 Ln*  10-1M - Jftste 

5  S-4P  GUD  Plffife  64  B  BotMeS  6-10-0 - B  Storey 

5-4  Too  Gold,  W  Spanoa  H*.  8-1  Johroy  KaDy,  Soook  Pqbt  12-1  Gdd  Pferan. 


3.30  CLEVELAND  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,232: 3m  It  110yd)  (15) 

1  1306  CLEVBT  BOY  20  flj}  J  CurOs  6-f t-4 -  Den*  Byrne 

2  0231  MEADOW HVMN 7  |B)  JPteoMd  6-11-4. „  . .  P Carton 

3  AL  JBW  2BF  M  Wane  5-10-12 . .  A  5  Smith 

4  MS  BASWCROFT  28  ISx  S  HWnosai  7-10-1? - A  Todd  (7) 

5  BELONG 278P l*S J Sinny 6-10-12 -  KJotason 

6  3403  CHiL FACTOR 28 Mrc M Hndey 7-10*12 - PNhar 

7  61W  fiLDITTrS Mar 34  (BJJMoiofdJotaon 6-10-12  ADottto 
B  8  H0USQ.QPE  SPRHG  S  J  Hread  Jctaon  5-VM2  GFRanfS) 

9  P  OCKCA5HTAL  20 Mb C Boreon 8-10-12 . .  KShaita 

10  50  LA  CHANCE  B2  Ms  H  Witt*  7-10-12 . MrAWttm 

11  ODD-  MONNEBBi 288 E Wnmes 5-10-12 . . . MrJWMtw 

12  40F  PBBWieRANGE 7 Ola* 7-10-H - JBuU 

13  FPOP  ROYAL  HAM)  BR  Nmon  7-10-12 - MfRAntatn 

14  4P03  WATCR  KWT  9  J  J  0TWI 5-10-12 - RlhAttCS) 

15  P /CMtt£IRH25MSreeriiyWD-7 - D  Parte 

VI  Utadrw  Hrwx  7-2  OH  Fk».  7-1  Ctaa  Boy.  10-1  Buswcm*.  12-1  Wale 
Fad.  Eton's  Wish.  14-1  tows 


4.05 


_ BEDALE  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2,707: 2m  31)  (4) 

1  -333  AUADE£R3|8JvOMW&5iateV124) .  BGartly 

2  4121  WEAVB)  GEORGE  13  (COJF.G)  W  Steer  7-11-8  .  M  Moloney 

3  -3SF  BLA3N8 TRAft 2 SI bBa L tesaoU 9-11-7 . Mfbste 

4  4121  CUSH  SUPREME  l(F)MTalinw  MM  (7a?  .  P  Cretan 
6-4  Cm)i  tent  B-4  Alpdea.  11-4  Wtan  Gasga.  6-1  Bhreg  Trail 

4.35  GOATHLAND  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2^11: 2m  31)  (10) 

»  -000  MLORLJieiY CASTLE OJBqpaM 5-11-10  —  PCarborry 

2  6103  FHYUP  SATHJJTE  5  (C0,G)  Ms  J  Bnrei  6-11-9 

Mss  P  Robson 

3  6*0  PUONSTDN  12  (ffi  J  Hood  Jotnsm  7-11-0^  _  MBnm» 

4  4030  MGHLY  CHARMBn  23  M  Baradcegh  5-11-7 .  RSfepM 

5  45B)  HOTSPUR  STRffiT  10  (B)  M  W  Eostaby  5-11-6  .  Bfift 

6  -PP0  D0U6AL  12flftto*w4  6-n-3 . .  BGnttnjS) 

7  535-  ENCHANTED  COTTAGE  303  J  Jnbenon  5-11-2  E  Cslaghai)  PI 

B  BOP  T«  PAST  SK  21  MWta  5-11-1 - - ASSrttft 

9  6444  BAASM  21  J  Norton  4-'0-l1 -  —  -  -  DaekByire 

10  AW  ALBEJAYBUS  168  T  Kersey  VIM . ..KJotason 

54!  Fryop  SMI  to.  7-2  Endand  Ctttge.  VI  MUnreny  Creto.  Bom.  7-1 
Hotaw  Stott  VI  HgWfOwrtng.  12-1  rtec- 

COURSE  SPEClAUgrS 

TRAMER5:  M  Battiwgh.  3  tamers  fern  12  mes.  350%.  J 
FfcgaaM.  12  km  55. 218%.  Ms  M  Rerefer.  19  tan  90.  21 1%:  L 
Lmgo-  B  born  46. 1?4VP  BeaunonL  9  kora  66.  l3S%.JNorvm.3 
ban  22. 136%. 

J0CHYS:  A  S  Snafe,  17  wmas  fern  63  rttos,  27  D%.  P  Kton.  19 
bom  76. 258%,  R  GneM,  B  hm  46. 174%.  R  Gardly.  14  tram  9|. 
15.4%.  A  Oottm,  »3lwmW.iai%:MMBtawy.3feirn23. 138% 


THUNDERER 

1J5  Hattasteh.  2J25  IBegaDy  Yours.  3.00  Squire 
Come.  335  Puzzlement  4.10  She's  Dewsn.  4.40 
Random  Kindness. 


GOING:  STANDARD 

DRAW:  6F-1M,  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


SIS 


1 .55  ST  VALENTINES  AMATEUR  RIDERS 
HANDICAP  (£2,778: 1m  H)  (8  runners) 

1  1321  BOLDEN  H4K£S  6  (G,S)  U  DwWI-9  (So)  S  Uirafa  (4)  8 
•  2  4-11  HATTAAFEH  28  (CO.61  Mfcs  B  Sanders  6-11-7 

Miss  L  Shorn  (41 7 

3  MB  CLASSY CHff  12  TOG}  JW* 4-1<W_  JCn»te(7)2 

4  -051  CALENDULA  13  ®0  Mate  4-9-13. —  Has  Dtara  JanB  3 

5  -215  atWJTSSR HWt  13 (Bf ,GJJ BOtente 5-9-1 1  MoLFterreS 

6  460  CROSS  TALK  42  (FJ6£)  R  Sbrege  50-11 ..  J  DbwTwi  (f)  S 

7  503  UOM  9  P  Btttr  40-3 _  Mrs  APtrWJl 

6  -063  DOYT  DROP  BOMBS  B  (V.CJ.G)  D  Hxw  B-M  Ifes  J  Ftotoo  4 

50  Cahnbto  4-1  Gohtea  Hades.  M  Hafttaaft  5-1  Qnftt*  Pride.  7-1  Dm  I 
Drop  Bombs,  KM  Cbssy  Chid.  12-1  odm 

2.25  YOUNG  LOVE  SELLING  HANDICAP 

(£2^77: 2m)  (7) 

1  38-8  MATTHAS  MYSTIQUE  23  {CO.O)  Mbs  B  Santas  4-3-12 

S  Santas  5 

2  4405  aAHWHDWASffJBF^ABaleyM-10.- 

3  503  UE6ALLY  YOURS  14  LMortta*  Ha*  40-4 - .WRte<g 

4  060  OLD  HUSH  WWG  SI  P  Katon  4-S-L  - - 

5  -4M  PBSAN  BUD 22  C6)M Batty  94-7 _ 

6  DU  KALAKATE  87J  CCJS1 J  Brtdqa  UO-S _  A  (My  0)1 

7  #X>  7JwVot W-1!  ^  MBaWfii  2 

M  uretas  Mystatt  M  Eb  Man  Hm  3-1  «Wtt  Torre.  M  Od  Hush  Wloft, 
12-1  Partial  Bud,  16-1  Kttfeto  20-1  Bnaifftons  ReMah 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRACERS:  U Befl.  B  tette  fen  MJA  D  Mteto ,9 
fen  42.  21.4*.  L  Monfaowttot  l M  UIM*  17 
Sun  Bft  19 IV  D  Mumy-Smtt,  13  fen  n.  IM*;  u  Johttro.  42 
fen  343. 173%. 

JOCKEYS:  D  HoOanft  27  wfewa  fen  115  ito.  23A.  Ate 
oSZTiO  ImT&k  S«  31  tan  iaiSDVW 
fto.  IB  hm  M.  184%:  Mte  D«  4  bom  24. 18,7%.  Mbs  J 

FtMen.3tflmZl.iUl.  _ _ 


3.00  CASANOVA  HANDICAP  (£2,496: 61)  (14) 


1  015  SQUREC0RHE2  I 


RRE 2  IMS)  D  Dareran 5-10-7  |7n)  ACofcanolS 

2  08-2  XBnWON  OF  CUUXA 19  V  FOodtej  4-lM 

W Ryan  3 

3  12-5  SBttR 30 WMLBJ Car 4-9-12 - AOrtB 

4  3503  THEFWSJWFARM&  14  (VDJS)  W  G  M Tima  4-9-11 

0  McRalte  |7)  6 

5  D2D4  DOUBLE.  OSCAR  7  (BDJi  0  Hddb  4-9-10.  Aiax  Snares  2 
G  0033  FEATHERSTtWE  LAW  B  (V/D)  ffas  L  Sfedall  6-90 

T  Sddal  (71 13 

7  000-  LDCH0N213(C0F^)MraNltaaiday6OO  CToaawpjlff 

6  -521  IWRYS  fiRAB  HRE  7  (B^LF.G)  K  (my  40-7  (7al  D  Bests  7 
9  -326  AUAZ  28  IDAS)  ISss  G  ItcAeaay  7-M  — -  OWfeMII 

10  0411  TACHYCABDIA l6flM^.6)R0 Staten M-4  NYatoyfl]  14 

11  -A 51  SR  TASKS?  12 jCW-S)  J  l  H ma  MJ  ..  .  SSretora  5 

12  2203  TtbOL  AS  THEVtS  7  (0 J.E)  RbbM  ThMaaai  5-90  _  . 

Jfaartng4 

13  003  SOUTHERN  DOfcMON  1!  |C0^)  Mte  J  Coot  50-11 

SweoskM 

14  G564  SUPEftAQ  12 (F.Gj J Btldger 50-3 . ADalyfi/S 

5-1  Sr  Taste.  W  hbry's  **.  7-1  Sorea  Come,  ladeitaito  B-i  Double 
Ota.  Ftutresw*  Uw  10-1  Urea  As  Ttmts.  12-1  toes 

3.35  SEALED  WITH  A  LOVING  fOSS  HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O:  £2,700: 1m)  (4) 

1  4-1  PASim  14(CtLH1  MBs  9-7.-  --  —WRwnl 

2  41  (WIT  OF  WCT0RY19  (CB.S)  M  Bto  9-7. .  .  G  Fatoare  0)  4 

3  106-  SWFT  1W*)MW8ta»B-l? . MJbWWfS 

4  06-5  PUZZLEMENT 7  C SO . . -  DHoa»d3 

M  Hm  O  Yttay-  7-4  PaUW*.  T-2  Seta  8-1  Puzriernen. 


4.1 0  CUPID  FILLIES  MBHAN  AUCTION  MAIDEN 
STAKES  (3-Y-O  fillies:  £2372:  71)  (6) 

03  JULIA'S  RBA1NE  22  R  Bute  8-11 . 

040-  WSSBARCaONA  132  MPolgfee 8-11 
66  NATIVE  THATCH  21  W  G  U  Taore  6-11 
404-  SHALSTAYKQLY  94  6  L  Maw  6-11  .. 

0-3  SHFS  OAWHN  28  PUnttV  6-11- 


1 
2 

3 

4 

6  Ite  sics  ELECTTBC  44  JBridga  8-11 _ A  Daly  (5)  3 

64  Sttsteboty.  11-4  Ifcs  Bstetona  5-1  Job's  tteHm.  5-1  She'-,  few  B-1 
Kafaw  Iteeft  12-1  Sta'i  BWric 


.  P  BtowittW  5 
TGMttretotoJ 
DarewejrBJi 
.  S Whttonb6 
A  mean  Cl  2 


4.40  SAY  rr  WITH  ROSES  MAIDEN  STAKES 
(£3.306: 1m  41)  (4) 

1  DO-  HAPPY  MESUM  168  G  BfKFa  4-9-iQ  .  ANy(5)3 

2  2Z&2  NAXHAt  7  TOO  Mum Snrtb 4-9-10 - ...  DHofcndf 

3  -522  MJOOMKKieSS  12 Bfegram 4-9-lfl . SS»d«3 

4  00-  RAIRXE 106  U  Jtectoo  3-8-3  .  J  Freeing  4 

7-4  nttom  KWiBiS.  HttaL  5-2  Ranfte.  10-1  ttewMatem. 


Strong  British  entry  in  Dubai 


EIGHT  British-trained  horses 
were  yesterday  slwrtlisted  for 
the  Dubai  World  Cup.  run  at 
Nad  AI  Sheba  on  March  29. 
They  are  joined  by  the  Godol- 
phm-owned  pair.  Annus  Mfe 
rabtiis  and  Tamayaz,  among 
the  7A  horses  selected  by  an 
international  panel  of  hand!* 
cappers  for  the  $4m  contest. 


Mark  Johnston  supplies  two 
entries  in  Bijou  Dlnde  and 
Gothenberg,  as  does  Clive 
Brittain  through  Luso  and 
Needle  Gun.  Other  British 
horses  accepted  are  Even  Top 
(trained  by  Mark  Tompkins), 
Flemensfirth  (John  Gosdenj. 
Singspiel  (Michael  Stotrte)  and 
Sortae  Tower  (Gay  Kelieway). 


COMMENTARY 


BHIE35 


SANDOWN 

TAUNTON 

CATTEMCK 

UNGFIELD 

HUSH 


I  FULL  RESULTS  SERVfCE  J6d 
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CRICKET 


Relaxed  England 
hot  favourites 
to  wrap  up  series 

From  Ajan  lee,  cricket  correspondevt.  in  chjustchurch 


FOR  32  games,  spanning  34 
months,  England  have  not 
once  felt  willing  and  able  id 
name  an  unchanged  Test 
team.  The  fact  that  they  will 
surely  do  so  unhesitatingly  at 
Lancaster  Park  today  is  a 
powerful  argument  for  their 
ability  to  complete  an  overseas 
series  win  for  the  first  time 
since  they  were  last  in  New 
Zealand,  five  winters  ago. 

There  really  ought  to  be  no 
doubt  about  it.  In  the  two  Tests 
played  to  date,  England  have 
been  so  totally  dominant  that 
no  New  Zealander  could  be 
confident  of  a  place  in  their 
team.  It  is  a  delightfully  new 
experience  for  most  of  the 
players  and  there  is  no  logical 
reason  to  suspect  that  they  will 
be  denied  by  defeat  in  this 
final  match. 

True,  this  barren  ground  — 
built  principally  for  rugby  and 
unworthy  of  a  charming  dty 
—  has  witnessed  some  stirring 
New  Zealand  victories.  In 
I9S4,  they  humiliated  Eng¬ 
land,  bowling  them  out  for  82 
and  93  to  win  by  an  innings, 
and  in  the  past  ten  years  they 
have  won  here  against  West 
Indies.  India  and  Pakistan. 

Yet  die  present  New  Zea¬ 
land  side  seems  incapable  of 
heroics.  It  is  much  the  same 
group  of  players  that  won 
notably  in  Lahore  only  last 
November,  but  unless  their 
batting  guru,  Martin  Crowe, 
has  performed  miracles  in  die 
space  of  three  days,  they  will 
remain  technically  inadequate 
against  accomplished  Test 
march  bowling. 

This  is  not  a  description  that 
could  be  conferred  upon  many 
England  attacks  of  recent 
vintage,  but  the  bowlers  who 
combined  successfully  in  Wel¬ 
lington.  and  will  regroup  here, 
offered  aggression,  control 
and  balance  —  the  virtues  for 
which  Michael  Atherton  has 
been  yearning  in  vain  almost 
throughout  his  time  as 
captain. 

Interestingly,  two  of  the 
bowlers  were  in  the  last  un¬ 
changed  England  team,  for 
the  Antigua  Test  of  1994  that 
immediately  followed  a  heady 
win  in  Barbados. 

Neither  Andy  Cad  dick  nor 
Philip  Tufnell  will  regard  their 
Antigua  analyses  With  much 
affection,  for  it  was  a  match 


monopolised  by  Brian  Lara'S 
monumental  375.  and  both 
have  been  Old  of  favour  for 
much  of  the  interim  period. 

Tufnell  has  played  only  nine 
of  the  32  Tests  since  Antigua, 
including  the  four  on  this  tour, 
while  Caddick  has  been  cho¬ 
sen  for  just  two.  As  he  took  six 
wickets  in  each  of  them,  at 
Leeds  last  August  and  then  in 
Wellington,  he  is  entitled  to 
feel  other  bowlers  have  been 
unjustly  promoted  ahead  of 
him. 

Caddish's  ability  is  not  in 
question,  but  those  who  sit  in 
judgment  have  seldom  been 
sure  of  his  approach.  He  is  a 
misfit  within  a  team  environ¬ 
ment  an  awkward,  shy  and 
rather  solitary  figure.  He  is 
inclined  to  speak  bluntly  and 


TEAMS 


ENGLAND  Prom):  M  A  Wharton  (c 
N  V  Krtntt.  A  J  Ssowart.  N  Husswi,  G  I 
TtapMPCnwIoy.  RD  a  Cra*  DGCodc. 
0  Gough.  A  R  Caddtek,  P  C  R  TUneB,  C 

Whrta 

NEW  ZEALAND  pram]'  L  K  Gannon 
teapMn),  B  A  Ptxw*.  B  A  Young,  M  J 
Home,  S  P  flaming.  N  J  Astte,  C  L  Cams.  D 
N  PaleL  S  B  Ooud,  Gl  Alott,  0  Vetton,  HT 
Davis.  C  Z  Harris. 

Umpires;  S  Dunne  and  □  Hair  (Austeata). 
Third  unpim  D  Quested 


humourlessly  and  he  does  not 
spare  himself. 

“I  am  a  self-critical  person.” 
he  explained.  “I  think  that  is 
the  way  to  make  myself  better. 
I  talk  myself  down  because 
then  the  only  way  to  go  is 
up.” 

His  ways  have  sometimes 
seemed  perverse,  but  perhaps 
too  much  has  been  made  of 
this.  When  his  bowling 
rhythm  is  right,  as  it  was  in 
Wellington,  he  is  a  class  act,  a 
more  dangerous  bowler  than 
most  of  those  England  have 
tried  during  his  career.  This 
should  be  the  ultimate  mea¬ 
sure  of  him. 

This  is  a  homecoming  for 
Caddtek.  H is  parents,  Chris 
and  Audrey,  still  live  a  ten- 
minute  drive  from  Lancaster 
Park,  where  he  once  played  for 
fte  Riccarton  dub  as  a  teen¬ 
ager.  His  brother,  Paul,  who 
runs  the  family  decorating 
business,  is  also  expected  to  be 
in  die  crowd. 

Caddick  has  heard  himself 
branded  a  “traitor"  from  die 
terraces  at  least  once  on  tour. 


further  reason  for  his  stoically 
unemotional  attitude.  “I  will 
not  make  this  a  special  game.” 
he  said.  “My  home  is  in 
England  now." 

However,  it  is  not  only 
Caddick  who  feds  familiar 
with  these  surroundings.  The 
England  players  all  appear 
comfortable  with  conditions 
here  and  the  inability  to 
maximise  home  advantage 
has  been  a  contributory  factor 
to  New  Zealand's  position. 
Indeed,  at  this  stage,  it  vs 
difficult  to  imagine  a  pitch 
they  could  prepare  that  might 
seriously  disadvantage  Eng¬ 
land. 

The  groundsman  at  Lancas¬ 
ter  Park  says  nobody  influ¬ 
enced  him  and  that  he  expects 
his  pitch  to  support  batting 
first  England  were  so  uncon¬ 
cerned  that  none  of  their 
management  team  bothered  to 
look  at  it  yesterday,  when  the 
players  were  freed  to  take  part 
in  a  charity  golf  event  New 
Zealand,  however,  indicated 
that  they  expect  die  pitch  to 
have  a  generous  covering  of 
grass  by  adding  Heath  Davis, 
the  fastest  bowler  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  to  their  12. 

The  subdued  state  of  Domi¬ 
nic  Cork  and  die  poor  batting 
form  of  Nick  Knight  are 
England's  main  concerns. 
Since  his  gallantry  in  Bula¬ 
wayo.  where  he  made  a 
memorable  96  not  out  in  the 
run  chase,  Knight  has  man¬ 
aged  only  58  runs  in  four  Test 
innings  and  his  habit  of 
thrusting  the  bat  away  from 
his  body  outside  off  stump  is 
regularly  exposing  him  when 
the  bail  is  swinging. 

If  he  fails  again  here. 
Knight  will  find  himself 
under  pressure  from  Mark 
Butcher  —  who  impressed  on 
the  England  A  tour  of  Austra¬ 
lia  —  before  the  summer’s 
Ashes  series.  This  will  be  an 
altogether  more  daunting 
proposition  and  the  immi- 
ne nee  of  it  is  sufficient  to  keep 
every  player  motivated. 

“Missing  out  on  that  series 
is  a  hdl  of  a  threat."  the 
coach,  David  Lloyd,  said.  “It 
would  be  very  foolish  to 
develop  complacency  and  we 
are  not  kidding  anyone  that 
one  win  is  a  tuning  point. 
The  only  way  to  stop  criticism 
is  to  keep  winning." 


Tufnell’s  top  spinning  display 


THERE  could  be  worse 
places  than  Lancaster  Park. 
Christchurch,  for  England  to 
attempt  to  win  their  first  Test 
series  overseas  since  1992. 
One  infamous  disaster  aside; 
they  have  an  excellent  record 
there  and  on  their  last  visit 
produced  one  of  their  best 
sessions  of  cricket  to  dinch  a 
resounding  win. 

Five  years  ago.  England 
outplayed  New  Zealand 
throughout  the  game;  scoring 
580  for  nine  and  enforcing  the 
follow-on  with  a  lead  of  268. 
But,  at  tea  on  the  final  day. 
New  Zealand  still  had  seven 
wickets  in  hand  and  a  draw 
looked  likely . 


By  Simon  Wilde 

England  won  with  ten 
minutes  to  spare  thanks  to 
superb  bowling  from  Philip 
Tufnell,  who  played  perhaps 
his  best  game  for  his  country 
in  taking  11  wickets  from  85.1 
overs  of  accurate,  flighted 
spin  on  an  unhelpful  pitch. 

Five  of  his  wickets  came  in 
that  last  session,  the  fifth 
being  that  of  Marlin  Crowe, 
who  skied  the  ball  into  the 
hands  of  mid-off  seeking  the 
boundary  that  would  have 
cleared  the  arrears  and  en¬ 
sured  the  match  was  drawn. 
England's  only  other  survivor 
from  that  match.  Alec  Stew¬ 
art,  scored  148. 

Thirteen  years  ago,  on  the 


other  hand.  England  gave  one 
of  their  most  inept  perfor¬ 
mances.  dismissed  twice  for 
less  than  >00  —  Richard 
Hadlee  taking  eight  wickets 
and  scoring  99  —  in  a  game 
that  occupied  less  than  12 
hours’  playing  time.  Beaten 
by  an  innings  and  132  runs,  it 
remains  their  heaviest  defeat 
in  76  Teas  against  New 
Zealand. 


NEW  ZEALAND  v  ENGLAND  AT  CHRIST¬ 
CHURCH:  Ronfec  Played  IX  England 
won  6.  New  Zealand  wn  1 ,  £Swr>  6 
Records  (England  (irsQ.  f-figfiesi  Coate 
580-9  dec  nwi-aa  417-8  dec  119505-.; 
Lonrea  feeds;  82  (198884).  ES  (1970-TTV 
Higtest  ffxfcnduai  mu;  227  W  R 
Hammond  (1932-33).  116  W  A  Hates 
(194W7)  and  B  Sufi*!*  (1950-511 
banting  7-J7PCR  TufriaC  ( 1991 82J;  683 
JComcU9«&47) 


THF  THURSDAY  FEBRUARY  13  1997  ^  . 


The  resurgence  of  Gough,  left,  has  coincided  with  a  worrying  loss  of  form  for  Cork.  England  need  them  both  to  be  at  their  best 

Cork  short  of  swing  and  swagger 


Even  amid  the  eupho¬ 
ria  of  a  Test  match 
victory,  and  its  sense 
of  breathless  salvation,  there 
is  a  doud  on  England’s 
horizon,  one  they  could  not 
possibly  have  forecast  Jt 
concerns  the  form  and  gener¬ 
al  welfare  of  the  man  they 
bad  come  to  regard  as  their 
most  potent  match-winner, 
Dominic  Cork. 

To  say  that  Cork  passed 
unnoticed  at  Wellington 
while  England  bowled  out 
New  Zealand  twice  in  the 
equivalent  of  five  sessions  is 
evidence  enough  that  he  was 
ineffectual  Cork’s  one  wicket 
in  the  match  was  that  of  a 
hapless  tailender  and,  unlike 
Andy  Caddick,  he  did  not 
have  injustice  cm  his  side.  It 
might  even  be  said  he  was 
flattered. 

Such  things  have  not  been 
said  of  Cork  since  Ms  stirring 
Test  debut  two  years  ago  and 
be  wiD  not  enjoy  bearing 
diem  now,  but  the  England 
management  must  address 
the  reasons  for  the  sudden 
shortfall  in  Code's  perfor¬ 
mance,  because  it  threatens 
to  diminish  the  most  re- 
sourceful  bowling  attack  they 
have  fielded  in  years. 

On  bis  good  days,  when 
adversity  is  not  playing  on 
his  nerves,  David  lioyd.  the 
coach,  conjures  some  appro¬ 
priate  verbal  images.  As  the 
Test  ended  on  Monday,  he 
spake  of  his  five  bowlers 


One  man  played  conspicuously  little  part  in  the  victory  in  the 
second  Test  Alan  Lee  on  a  strike  bowler  who  has  lost  his  way 


“poking  the  opposition  in  the 
chest”.  He  was  referring  to  an 
intensity  of  pressure  present 
almost  throughout  the  five 
days  at  die  Basin  Reserve; 
but  whkh  eased  perceptibly 
whenever  Cork  had  die  ball. 

A  few  months  ago,  this 
would  have  been  inconceiv¬ 
able.  As  Michael  Atherton, 
the  captain,  said  in  mitiga¬ 
tion:  “Corky  has  been  carry¬ 
ing  our  attack  for  a  whfle 
now.”  So  he  has,  and  one 

should  not  condemn  _ 

him  for  an  indiffer¬ 
ent  week  or  two,  es¬ 
pecially  as  Caddick 
and  Darren  Gough 
have  responded  so 
creditably  to  the 
challenge.  _ 

The  contrast  tins 
week  was  inescapable  how¬ 
ever.  Between  than,  Caddick 
and  Gough  bowled  50  overs 
in  the  New  Zealand  second 
innings  and  took  six  for  92- 
Cork  was  given  just  ten  overs 
and  conceded  42  runs  with¬ 
out  taking  a  wicket.  Atherton 
must  have  been  sorely  tempt¬ 
ed  to  overtook  him  when  die 
second  new  baH  became  due; 
as  it  was,  he  allowed  him 
only  two  overs. 

Atherton  will  not  publicly 
admit  he  is  worried  about 
Cork,  any  more  than  Cork 


himself  will  concede  he  is  a 
troubled  souL  but  both  men 
know  it  is  true  and  it  is  to  he 
hoped  they  get  together  fora 
serious  talk  brfore  the  final 
Test  begins  today  . 

Cork’s  late  arrival  on  this 
tour,  a  delay  on  compassion¬ 
ate  grounds  rather  than  those 
of  fitness,  did  not  seem  to 
matter  when  he  took  three 
wickets  in  the  first  session  at 
HamUttm  last  month.  The 
outswinger  was  working  wdl 


The  management  must 
look  after  his  welfare  as 
much  as  his  technique’ 


and  his  action  seemed  fluent 
In  the  second  innings  of  that 
match  against  Northern  Dis¬ 
tricts,  though,  he  left  the  field 
with  a  back  injury  and  dungs 
have  not  been  the  same  since. 

The  extent  of  that  injury  is 
still  a  curiosity-  A  day  later, 
he  was  struggling  to  bend 
sufficiently  to  pick  up  a  kit 
bag,  yeti  only  five  days  after 
apparently  breaking  down, 
he  was  playing  in  the  Auck¬ 
land  Test  He  took  three 
wickets,  bowling  serviceably, 
but  be  was  used  little  in  the 


frustrating  later  stages  of  that 
drawn  game,  a  portent  of 
things  to  come  ia Wellington. 

Cork  is  now  struggling  for 
rhythm.  He  is  not  swinging, 
the  ball  as  he  can  and  his 
action  looks  strained.  He  is 
also,  subconsaoudy,  begin¬ 
ning  to  look  for  accuses.  He 
made  a  great  play  of  the  wet 
run-up  on  die  first  afternoon 
in  Wdhngton  and  was  eventu¬ 
ally  taken  off.  Gough,  who 
replaced  him,  charged  in  un- 

_  deterred  try  the  ad¬ 
mittedly  wet  ground 
-and  took  three  wick¬ 
ets  inade  four  overs. 

Only  Cork  can 
know  how  much  he 
is  being  affected  by 
the  sad  disruption  in 
his  private  Ufa  but 
rertainfy  far  less  gregar- 
than  usuaL  Even  on 


he  is 
ious 

Monday  night  be  admitted 
he  abandoned  the  celebra¬ 
tions  and  was  in  bed  by 
93Qpxn.  Here  again,  the 


must  look  out  for  his  state  of 
mind  as  much  as  they  look 
out  for  his  technique. 

It  is  an  ironic  game  that 
can  inflict  on  Cork  his  first 
spell  of  international  toil  at 
the  very  time  when  Gough 
has  recaptured  his  most  irre¬ 
pressible  form.  For  previously 


:  it  has  happened  in  reverse.  In 
'  1995,  Gough’s  brief  but  bril- 
fiant  glories  in  Australia  were 
cut  short  by  injury.  then  a 
struggle  for  form  and  his 
rapidly  acquired  profile  as 
the  face  of  English  cricket 
was  passed  to  the  new  mete¬ 
or.  Cork. 

ThankfuUy,  these  two  have 
.  no  jealousy'  of  each  other.  On 
tile  contrary,  they  are  dose 
friends  and  England  now 
need  them  to  be  mutually 
supportive,  for  the  promise 
that  this  winning  team  might 
just  offer  some  continuity  of 
personnel  arid  performance 
will  not  be  fulfilled  until  both 
are  bowling  at  their  best 

While  tiie  Test  this  week  is 
a  homecoming  for  Caddick, 
who  was  born  in  Christ¬ 
church.  it  is  also  an  evocative 
return  for  Cork  and  Gough. 
A  few  winters  back,  as  young 
bucks  on  the  county  circuit, 
they  spent  the  off-season 
together  here;  playing  dub 
cricket 

The  story  goes  that  Cork’s 
dub  provided  him  with  the 
most  basic  form  of  transport, 
a  bkyde.  Bridling,  he  moved 
in  with  his  Yorkshire  pal  so 
that  he  could  borrow  his 
sponsored  car.  It  might  be 
partly  apocryphal,  but  it  is 
most  appropriate.  In  this  of 
all  weeks.  Cork  needs  to 
borrow  a  little  of  Gough's 
supply  of  magic  to  reinforce 
England’s  dominance  of  an 
inferior  New  Zealand  side. 


Batsman  who  kept 
up  family  tradition 


By  John  Woodcock 


D-  C.  H.  Townsend,  who  has 
died  at  the  age  of  84.  was  a 
member  of  one  of  cricket's 
most  extended  dynasties.  His 
grandfather.  Frank,  an  adven¬ 
turous  batsman,  was  promi¬ 
nent  in  helping  the  three 
Graces  —  W.G.,  Fred,  and 

E. M.  —  establish  Gloucester¬ 
shire  as  a  county  dub;  his 
father.  C.  L.  was  a  brilliant 
schoolboy  bowler  at  Clifton, 
who  went  on  to  win  two  caps 
as  an  ail-rounder  for  England: 
his  two  undes,  A  F.  M.  and 

F.  N_  played  for  Gloucester¬ 
shire.  and  both  his  brother. 
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P.  N„  and  his  own  son. 
J.  R.A.,  played  for  Oxford 
University  without  gaining  a 
Blue. 

David  Townsend  himself  is 
the  last  cricketer  to  have 
appeared  for  England  without 
ever  playing  for  a  first-class 
county.  Chosen  to  go  to  the 
West  Indies  with  the  MCC 
team  in  1934-35,  on  the 
strength  of  having  scored  193 
for  Oxford  in  the  University 
match  of  1934,  he  played  in 
three  of  the  four  Test  matches 
there,  each  time  opening  the 
England  innings  with  his 
captain,  R.E.S.  WyatL 

With  Learie  Constantine  and 
E.  A  Martindale  in  their  bowl¬ 
ing  prime  at  the  time. 
Townsend's  six  Test  innings 
brought  him  wily  77  runs;  fait 
against  Guyana  at  George¬ 
town.  he  and  Walter  Ham¬ 
mond  shared  an  unbroken 
partnership  erf  203  in  taking 
MCC  to  one  of  only  two  wins 
they  achieved  on  the  tour. 

Most  of  Townsends  cricket 
was  played  for  Durham,  the 
county  of  his  birth,  well  before 
their  elevation  to  first-class 
status.  He  played  for  Thera, 
more  often  in  some  seasons 
than  others,  front  1935  until 
1948  and  captained  them,  when 
fitness  and  his  duties  as  a 
solicitor  allowed,  between  1937 
and  1947. 


ATHLETICS:  PAID  LEAVE  THE  CATALYST  FOR  REVIVAL  OF  INTEREST 

Griffiths  delivers  stamp  of  class 


By  David  Powell 

ATHLETICS  CORRESPONDENT 

AS  Shirley  Griffiths,  a 
postvroman  from  Cram- 
lingfon,  Northumberland,  set 
foot  last  weekend  on  the  path 
towards  the  world  indoor 
championships  in  Paris  next 
month,  she  could  see  two  letter 
boxes  —  one  marked  first- 
dass.  the  other  second.  Quick¬ 
ly,  she  realised  that  second- 
class  speed  would  be  too  slow 
for  her  needs. 

After  100  metres  of  the  1500 
metres  at  the  British  trials. 
Griffiths  sensed  that  the  pace 
would  not  deliver  her  to  the 
finish  within  the  qualifying 
time.  "I  thought  T  am  just 
going  to  hare  to  leg  it,’”  she 
said.  With  a  solo  effort,  Grif¬ 
fiths  arrived  before  deadline. 

Not  only  was  it  refreshing  to 
see  another  British  woman 
middle-distance  runner  with 
the  strength  of  purpose  of  a 
Kelly  Holmes  or  Paula  Rad- 
diffe,  but  also  the  moment 
captured  the  rich  flavour  of 
the  trials.  There  is  a  new 
guard  emerging  in  British 
athletics,  Griffiths  being  older 
than  die  average  because,  like 
Holmes,  she  has  returned  to 
athletics  after  abandoning  the 
sport  when  she  left  school 

“I  stopped  running  and 
went  out  drinking,  having 
fun,"  Griffiths  said.  T  grew  so 


fat.  list"  In  1991.  aged  IS, 
Griffiths  joined  the  Post  Of¬ 
fice.  where  a  CramKngttMT 
clubman  informed  her  that,  if 
she  could  qualify  for  the 
British  women's  postal  team. 
She  would  be  granted  a  week 
Off  work  to  take  part  in  the 
European  diampfonships. 

“A  week  off  work,  gating 
paid,  tempted  me.”  Griffiths 
said.  “When  l  ran  at  first,  my 
legs  were  so  fat  that  I  had  to 
tub  Vaseline  on  to  stop  them 
chaffing.”  She  has  improved 
each  year  since,  bringing  her 
indoor  best  down  to  4min 
14.98sec  in  Birmingham. 
0,02sec  inside  the  world  quali¬ 
fying  time.  Her  seven-mile 
postal  round,  for  which  she 
rises  before  Sam,  is  not  ideal 
preparation  for  daily  training. 


but  Griffiths  is  determined  to 
make  the  best  of  it 

"I  am  only  part-tune,  four 
hours  a  day,  but  it  is  really 
tiring,”  Griffiths  said.  “I  am 
next  in  line  for  full-time,  but  I 
will  not  be  dung  it."  Athletics 
comes  first 

The  most  colourful  parade 
of  new  guard  soldiers  came  in 
the  men's  400  metres,  where 
Jamie  Baulch.  23.  set  a  British 
record  white  Mark  Hylton.  20, 
and  Guy  Bullock,  21..  moved 
into  the  all-time  national  top 
seven.  Joining  them  in  Paris, 
provided  that  the  selectors  are 
forward  thinking  enough,  will 
be  Damien  Greaves,  the  run¬ 
ner-up  to  Colin  Jackson  in  the 
frO  metres  hurdles. 

Greaves.  19,  is  the  nephew 
of  Wilbert  Greaves,  a  former 


Baulch  still  on  track 


JAMIE  BAULCH  reaffirmed 
bis  position  as  favourite  to 
win  the  world  indoor  400 
metreschampfaashipiii  Paris 
next  month  whoa,  in  Ghent 
fast  night,  he  recorded 
45.46sec  the  second-fastest 
time  In' a  British  athlete.  Only 
Baulch  himsd£  with  the  Brit¬ 
ish  record  of  45J9sec,  which 
he  set  in  Birmingham  on 
Sunday,  has  run  quicker. 

Baulch's  victory  over 
Darned  HaH,  of  the  United 


Stales,  ibe  world  indoor 
champion,  was  his  second 
over  him  in  two  outings; 
though  there  is  ample  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  Hall  to  regain  the 
upper  hand  before  he  defends 
his  tide  in  Paris.  This  was  the 
first  of  the  four  Ricoh  indoor 
grand  prix  meetings  before 
Paris  and  Baulch  and  Hail 
are  due  to  meet  again  in 
Lfevin,  Stockholm  and  Bir¬ 
mingham  before  the  month  is 
out 


international  hurdler,  who 
coaches  him.  His  7J83sec  was 
his  fifth  personal  best  this 
winter.  Though  Greaves  is 
unlikely  to  reach  the  final  in 
Kiris,  the  selectors  should 
regard  the  experience  that  he 
would  gain  as  an  investment 

Rhian  Clarke.  19.  over  the 
bar  at  3.S0  metres'  already, 
looks  set  to  establish  herself  as 
Great  Britain's  No  I  woman 
pole  vauiter,  whfle  Haytey 
Parry.  2X  who  beat  Diane 
Modahl  with  a  highly  impres¬ 
sive  800  metres  win  in  2min 
Z36sec,  is  on  the  doorstep  of 
world  class. 

Doug  Turner's  200  metres 
victory  in  20.61see  drew  him 
from  the  margins  into  the 
world  all-time  top  20.  Aged  30, 
Turner  fa  a  late  developer, 
attributing  his  improvement 
to  Jock  Anderson,  his  coach  of 
two  years.  “He  could  not 
break  22  seconds  when  he 
came  to  me,”  Anderson  said. 

Tomer  has  timed  his  en¬ 
trance  perfectly,  given  that 
Linford  Christie  has  retired 
from  championshi  ps  and  John 
Regis  is  on  the  wane.  Mal¬ 
colm  Arnold.  Britain's  head 
coach,  described  the  old 
Turner  as  “a  bit  of  a  dreamer 
who  never  really  put  his  mind 
to  anything."  Which,  more  or 
less,  fa  what  Ron  Roddan  used 
to  say  about  Christie  before,  at 
25.  he  knuckled  down. 


MOTOR  RACING 


Williams  to  miss  start 
of  Senna  death  trial 


By  Oliver  Holt 


FRANK  WILLIAMS.  Patrick 
Head  and  Adrian  Newey,  the 
three  members  of  the  Wil¬ 
liams  Formula  One  team 
jointly  accused  of  the  man¬ 
slaughter  of  Ayrton  Soma, 
will  probably  be  absent  when 
the  trial  opens  in  Italy  next 
week. 

Williams  said  last  month 
that  he  and  his  colleagues 
would  be  present  at  the  small 
magistrates  court  in  Imola, 
near  Bologna,  on  February  20 
for  the  start  of  what  promises 
to  be  a  long  drawn-out  case. 
However,  he  has  been  ad¬ 
vised  subsequently  that  their 
presence  will  be  superfluous 
on  a  day  that  wfl]  be  dominat¬ 
ed  by  procedural  detail.  The 
three  defendants  will  travel  to 
ibe  trial;  which  is  expected  to 
last  throughout  the  summer 
and  could  take  ten  years  to 
ra*  a  final  oondusfon.  later 
in  the  year. 

It  also  emerged  yesterday 
that,  because  of  a  procedural 
quirk  of  Italian  law.  Damon 
Hill,  who  was  Senna-stearn! 
mate  on  the  day  he  was  kflfed 

during  the  San  Marino  Grand 
Prw  on  May  1  1994.  will  be 
asked  to  give  evidence  for  the 
^secution  at  Imola.  even 
though  it  is  thought  his 


contribution  will  do  little  to 
advance  their  case. 

Benue  Ecclestone,  president 
of  the  Formula  One  Construc¬ 
tors  Association,  will  also  be 
questioned  by  the  prosecution 
and  the  trial  is  likely  to  feature 
a  host  of  leading  drivers, 
including  Michael  Schu¬ 
macher,  whose  Benetton  was 
following  Senna's  Williams 
when  it  crashed  at  the 
TambureUo  comer. 

In  a .separate  development 
yesterday,  Max  Moslq\  the 
president  of  the  International 
Motor  Sport  Federation,  said 
his  organisation  had  initiated 
a  move  cowards  the  formula* 
tion  .of  a  Europe-wide  law 
providing  exemption  to  partic- 
tpants  and  officials  Involved  in 
t&ngerous  sports,  such  as 
motor  racing  and  skiing,  to 
prevent  them  bang  tried  for 
manslaughter  after  accidents. 

Rory.  Byrne,  the  former 
Benetton  designer,  will  take 
over  from  John  Barnard  as 
chief  designer  at  Ferrari  next 
week.  Byrne,  a  South  African, 
wfll  be  hack  in  harness  with 
Ross  Brawn,  the  Italian  team's 
tww  technical  director  and  his 
partner  during  the  emergence 
of  Benetton  as  a  motor  raring 
force. 
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FOOTBALL:. FAMILIAR  PROBLEM  HAUNTS  BROWN’S  TEAM  IN  FAILURE  TO  SECURE  VICTORY  OVER  ESTONIA 
-  .  :  - - : - - - ^ - : - • - — - - - 


*  By  Kevin  McCawu 

WHERE  Scotland  are  con¬ 
cerned,  there  are  always  new 
forms  of  angst  to  be  devel¬ 
oped.  The  0-0  draw  with 
Estonia  in  the  World  Cup 
quailing- match  played  in 
Monaco  co  Tuesday  night  left 
supporters  of  Craig  Brawn's 
team  in  a  muddled  mental 
state  as  shock  at  the  result 
mingled  with  a  horrified  iree-  ’ 
ognttion  that  such  a  failure 
was  aH  too  easy  to  explain. 

Those  unacquainted  with 
the  side’s  frailties  set  off  in 
more  esoteric  directions  as 
they  sought  an  answer.  The 
match  would  have  taken  {dace 
in  Tallinn  in  October  had  it. 
not  been  for  Scotland's  com- 

the  Kadriom  Stadium!'  When 
Fifa,  football’s  world  govern-  ' 
tug  body,  then  brought  for¬ 
ward  the  kick-off  by  fair 
hours,  Estonia  refused  to 
shew  up. 

Even  so,  the  average  citizen 
of  die  Baltic  state  believes  that 
Scotland  were  guilty  of  skul¬ 
duggery.  The  result  on  Tues¬ 
day  might  therefore  be 
interpreted  as  a  comeuppance 
for  Brown.  “Do  you  think  this 
was  God’s  revenge?”  an  Esto¬ 
nian  journalist  asked  the  Scot¬ 
land  manager  after  the 
goalless  draw.  Brown  was  not 
willing  to  indulge  in  specula¬ 
tive  theology. 

Instead,  he  contented  him¬ 
self  with  the  disappointingly 
sensible  observation  that  ms 
team  had  played  very  poorly. 
Scotland's  weaknesses,  how¬ 
ever,  do  not  lie  only  within  this 
one  feeble  performance,  in 
Monaco,  there  was  an  accen¬ 
tuated  version  of  the  problems 
that  always  beset  than.  Goals 
never  do  come  easily  to  this 
side  —  they  had,  for  example, 
scored  just  mice  .  in  three 
games  in  Euro  96. 

Scotland  are  happier  when 
forming  a  determined  defence 
than  they  are  when  facing  one. 

In  a  spell  before  the  interval 
on  Tuesday,  they  might  have 
scored  four  times,  but  poor 
finishing  thwarted  them  and  a 


Brown’s  glum  expression  reflects  Scotland’s  shortcomings,  against  Estonia  in  Monaco.  Photograph:  Ross  Kinnaird  /  AUsport 


dread  of  their  own  ineffective¬ 
ness  ensured  that  the  display 
became  ever  more  laboured. 
Brawn  had  counselled  pa¬ 
tience  and  it  was  disturbing 
that  his  words  had  no  influ¬ 
ence. 

•  The  frequency  with  which 
his  players  booted  futile  high 
crosses  towards  Duncan  Fer¬ 
guson  was  the  equivalent  of  a 
nervous  tic  and  it  produced  a 
result  that  disfigured  Scot¬ 
land’s  record  in  group  four. 


Ferguson,  after  seven  caps,  is 
still  to  score  for  his  country, 
but  die  other  younger  for¬ 
wards  in  the  squad  have  been 
nearly  as  ineffective. 

There  is  little  scope  for 
change  either  in  midfield, 
where  Paul  McStay.  Gary 
McAllister  and  John  Collins 
could  not  provide  invention  or 
the  sort  of  individual  run  that 
might  have  confused  Estonia’s 
rigid  defence.  Nobody  really 
imagines  that  there  are  better 


players  around  to  replace 
them.  In  any  case.  Brown 
would  be  foolish  to  contem¬ 
plate  upheaval 
A  strang  position  in  group 
four  has  been  weakened,  but 
Scotland  remain  in  conten¬ 
tion.  It  is  even  possible  that  a 
draw  with  stubborn  Estonia 
will  not  look  quite  so  lamenta¬ 
ble  after  Sweden  and  Austria 
have  faced  the  challenge  to 
be  encountered  in  Tallinn. 
Brown’s  side  is  exasperated 


principally  because  of  the 
encouragement  it  has  given 
Austria  and  Sweden. 

Even  after  die  humbling 
night  in  Monaco.  Scotland 
must  be  expected  to  defeat 
Estonia  at  Rugby  Park  on 
March  79.  The  ties  that  follow 
shpuld  go  a  long  way  towards 
determining  the  outcome  of 
the  group.  At  Celtic  Park  on 
April  Z  Scotland  will  once 
again  be  embroiled  in  the 
uncomfortable  task  of  at¬ 


tempting  to  dominate  a  home 
match,  when  they  meet  Aus¬ 
tria,  who  have  already  won  in 
Stockholm. 

Brown's  side  does  have  its 
expertise,  but  it  is  contained 
within  a  narrow  range  and  his 
players  never  look  more  effect¬ 
ive  than  when  they  are  belea¬ 
guered.  Curiously,  there  will 
be  feelings  of  relief  and  a 
resurgence  of  hope  when  Scot¬ 
land  contemplate  their  trip  to 
Sweden  on  April  30. 
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Bv  Peter  Ball  ensuring  that  it  remained 

goalless.  Branagan  was  fortu- 
FOR  A  0-0  draw  played  in  -naje  in  the  opening  minute 
appalling  conditions,  there  when  he  missed  Fembridge’5 
was  quite  a  lor  of  satisfaction  comer,  but  his  collision  with 
to  be  taken  by  ffcto  WSfesaiid'  Vinrae  Jones  persuaded  W5K 
Ireland  after,  the  match  in  liam  Young,  the  Scottish 
Cardiff  on  Tuesday.  Although  referee,  to  disallow  Speed’s 
Wales  had  marginally  the  strike, 
worst  of  it  on  the  night,  it  was  “I  went  in  for  the  header  and 

Bobby  Gould,  their  manager,  it  ended  up  with  his  arms 
who  found  the  greater  encour-  round  my  neck.”  Jones  said, 
agement  yesterday.  "The  ref  said  ’held  missed  it 

That  owed  something  to  the  anyway,  you  shouldn’t  have 
performances  of  Mark  gone  in  for  it’,  but  if  he’s 
Cross!  ey  and  Karl  Ready,  both  missed  ft,  what  does  ft  matter 
making  their  debuts,  who  wharf  do?” 
played  important  parts  in  Thereafter,  it  was  the  Wales 
Wales  recording  a  second  defence  that  was  folly  tested, 
successive  dean  sheet  Realty  was  fortunate  to  avoid 

It  owed  .something  also  to  a  penalty  for  handball  and 
the  news  from  Bd  feist,  where  a  Crossley  escaped  when  he 
3-0  victory  by  Northern  Ire-  allowed  Harte’s  shot  to 
land  exposed  the  problems  of  squirm  out  of  his  hands.  “I 
Belgium,  next  month’s  visitors  told  our  players  he  makes 
to  Cardiff  for  a  game  Wales  s crate  unbelievable  saves,  but 
must  win  if  they  are  to  retain  he  sometimes  drops  one.  so  get 
any  hopes  of  qualifying  for  the  in  around  him,”  Mick  McCar- 
World  Cup.  And  it  also  owed  thy,  the  Ireland  manager, 
mudh  to  his  latest  purchase  —  said, 
a  new  set  of  goalposts.  .  Chi  this  occasion,  he  recov- 

But  first  the  game.  Crossley,  ered  just  in  time  as  Cascarino 
of  Nottingham  Forest,  Ready,  came  in  and  did  not  make 
of  Queens  Park  Rangers,  and  another  mistake,  defying  Ire- 
Keith  Branagan,  of  Bolton  land  with  sane  outstanding 
Wanderers,  the  Ireland  goal-  saves.  “I  had  a  lot  to  do  and, 
keeper  who  was  also  making  with  that  amount  of  work,  I’m 
his  debut,  all  had  their  mo-  very  pleased  to  have  come 
mens  of  luck  early  on  in  away  with  a  dean  sheet,” 


and  they  hardly  threatened  to 
do  that  on  Tuesday.  Perhaps 
the  return  of  Giggs  will  help, 
although  his  absence  at  Car¬ 
diff  provided  the  main  blot  on 
the  evening,  with  some  fans 
wanting  to  return  their  tickets 
when  he  dropped  out  “The 
Ryan  Giggs  situation  is  the 
one  thing  I’ve  got  to  re¬ 
address,"  Gould  said. 

There  are  other  prepara¬ 
tions  being  made  for  Belgium. 
“Hopefully,  we  can  reduce 
the  size  of  the  pilch  a  bit,” 
Janes  said.  “That's  concerting 
the  boys.  It  is  the  biggest 
pitch  I’ve  ever  played  on  in  my 
life. 

“Them  continentals,  they 
love  it  —  for  them,  the  bigger 
the  pilch,  the  better.  They  can 
play  round  you.  Even  if  you’ve, 
got  Superman  and  Steve  Aus¬ 
tin,  in  your  side  you  cant  dose 
them  down.  So  if  we  can 
reduce  the  size  of  the  pitch,  it 
might  enable  us  to  hustle  a  bit 
more  and  play  our  game  ” 
Help  is  at  hand.  Gould  has 
bought  a  stateraf-the-art  set  of 
goalposts,  which  can  be 
moved  more  readily  than  the 
old  fashioned  pair  supplied 
by  the  Welsh  Rugby  Union. 
“Ill  measure  the  pitch  at 
Windsor  Park  inch  by  inch 
and  well  have  that,”  Gould 
Crossley:  early  error  said. 


Gould  draws  encouragement 


Crossley  said.  “I  think  I 
showed  the  Welsh  people  that 
I  am  committed  to  Wales." 

Ready  also  had  a  sound 
game,  persuading  Gould  that. 
‘  after  conceding  ten  goals  to 
Holland  in  two  matches,  he 
has  the  makings  of  a  solid 
defence,  with  Alan  Melville, 
Adrian  Williams,  Robbie  Page 
and  Christian  Edwards  also 
due  to  come  into  contention. 

Perhaps  the  best  news  for 
Gould  on  the  night  was  the 
scoreline  in  Belfast  "It  says  to 
our  lads  that  the  opportunity 
is  there  to  beat  them,  that  we 
are  still  in  with  a  shout  in  this 
league,”  he  said  yesterday. 

But  to  beat  Belgium,  Wales 
will  have  to  score  at  least  once 


Quinn  presents  fresh 
challenge  to  Dowie 


A  FRESH -faced  supporters’ 
favourite  looks  set  to  chall¬ 
enge  lain  Dowie  for  the  front- 
running  role  when  Northern 
Ireland  face  Portugal  in  their 
World  Cup  qualifying  tie  next 
month.  Dowie,  the  West  Ham 
United  striker,  is  still  recover¬ 
ing  from  a  broken  ankle  that 
has  ruled  him  out  of  the 
games  with  Italy  in  Palermo 
and  the  3-0  victory  over  Bel¬ 
gium  on  Tuesday  night. 

However,  he  is  expected  to 
be  fit  again  for  the  March  29 
meeting  with  the  Portuguese 
at  Windsor  Park.  Belfast, 
although  the  Blackpool  for¬ 
ward,  James  Quinn,  22,  has 
made  such  an  impression 
since  taking  over  that  he  is 
•  unlikely  to  be  overlooked  by 
Bryan  Hamilton,  the  manag¬ 
er.  Quinn,  with  13  goals  this 
season  for  Blackpool,  has 
won  over  the  Irish  supporters 
with  his  mix  of  mobility,  pace 
and  shooting  power.  Hamil¬ 
ton  said:  “He  has  been  a  real 
find  ~  a  player  who  can 
establish  himself  at  interna¬ 
tional  leveL" 

Hamilton  now  has  an 
arsenal  of  strikers  at  his 
disposal  for,  besides  Quinn 
and  Dowie,  he  can  also  rail  on 
Phil  Gray,  who  is  with  Fortu- 


na  Sitfard  in  Holland.  Gerard 
McMahon,  of  Stoke  City, 
Philip  Mulryne.  of  Man¬ 
chester  United,  and  George 
O’Boyle,  at  St  Johnstone. 
However,  he  said:  “Let’s  not 
get  carried  away  by  the  3-0 
victory  over  Belgium.  A  lot  of 
hard  work  lies  ahead." 

Northern  Ireland's  hopes  of 
qualifying  for  Fiance  1998  are 
still  remote  —  with  Germany 
favourites  to  qualify  from 
group  nine  —  although  vic¬ 
tory  over  Portugal  would 
keep  the  pot  boiling.  Maxi¬ 
mum  points  in  the  away 
fixtures  against  Ukraine  and 
Armenia  in  April  and  May 
would  ensure  a  capacity 
crowd  for  the  visit  of  the 
Germans  to  Belfast  in  August 
—  a  match  which  coincides 
with  the  opening  of  the  new 
£5  million  Spion  Kop  stand. 

Hamilton  is  expected  to 
include  Mulryne  and  Jeff 
Whitley,  the  Manchester  City 
J8-yearold  midfield  player,  in 
the  squad  against  Portugal: 
“We  must  get  Whitley  into  a 
competitive  fixture,  which 
means  he  could  not  be  ap¬ 
proached  by  any  other  coun¬ 
try,  although  he  has  assured 
me  that  he  intends  remaining 
with  Northern  Ireland." 
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Eadie  puts 
England 
on  course 


IN,  BRIEF  | 

Yorkshire’s 
move  to  be 


to  thwart 
Italians 


England  Under-21 . 1 

Italy  Under-21 . . 0 


Bv  Russell  Kempson 


ENGLAND'S  youngsters 
stretched  their  lead  to  four 
points  at  the  top  of  group  two 
of  the  European  under-21 
championship  qualifying  se¬ 
ries  with  a  hard-earned  vic¬ 
tory  against  Italy,  their 
nearest  rivals,  at  Ashton  Gate 
last  night.  A  goal  from  Darren 
Eadie,  who  capitalised  on  a 
glaring  error  tty  Gianluigi 
Burton,  the  Italy  goalkeeper, 
capped  a  confident  and  com¬ 
petent  all-round  display. 

Peter  Taylor,  the  England 
coach,  was  forced  to  make 
eight  changes  from  the  side 
that  won  1-0  in  Georgia  in 
November.  Butt.  Thatcher, 
Philip  Neville  and  Du  berry 
were  the  most  notable  absen¬ 
tees,  with  Murray,  of  Queens 
Bark  Rangers,  and  Hughes,  of 
Arsenal,  brought  in  for  their 
debuts  in  midfield. 

Conditions  were  hardly  con¬ 
ducive  to  flawing  football, 
with  a  swirling  wind  and 
driving  rain  making  quick 
control  and  accurate  passing 
imperative.  Once  the  ball  had 
been  lifted  in  the  air.  into  the 
tempest,  it  was  virtually 
impassible  to  judge  where  tt 
would  come  down. 

England  were  the  more 
composed  early  on,  linking 
well  in  the  middle  through 
Hughes  and  Rose.  Even  die 
loss  of  Bowyer,  through 
injury,  after  only  16  minutes, 
foiled  to  unsettle  their  rhythm. 
Italy,  as  is  their  wont  at  most 
levels,  simply  sar  back  and 
absorbed  everything,  but  not 
without  a  touch  of  cynicism, 
Frances  chini  and  De  Ascends 
received  cautions  for  appear¬ 
ing  to  single  out  Heskey  and 
Eadie  for  special  attention. 
TWo  minutes  before  half-time. 
Franoeschini  was  sent  off  for 
another  bad  tackle  on  Heskey. 
which  gave  Roy  Helga  Olsen, 
the  referee,  little  option  but  to 
flourish  die  red  card. 

England  went  ahead,  in 
bizarre  circumstances,  six 
minutes  into  the  second  half, 
after  a  speculative  punt  for¬ 
ward  by  Sdmeca.  Burton 
should  have  allowed  the  ball 
to  run  out  of  play,  but  tried  to 
prevent  it  from  crossing  the 
byline,  fumbled  hand  allowed 
Eadie  to  gain  possession. 
Eadie  then  cleverly  squeezed 
in  his  shot  from  an  acute 
angle. 

Buffon  was  incensed,  claim¬ 
ing  a  foul  by  Eadie,  and  he 
raced  all  the  way  to  the  centre 
circle  to  confront  die  referee. 
Despite  his  ranting  and  rav¬ 
ing.  he  escaped  without  a 
booking  —  unlike  Thcchinardi 
and  Lucarelli.  Tacchinardi 
saw  yellow  for  an  awful  chall¬ 
enge  on  Murray,  Lucarelli  for 
dissent 


ENGLAND  UNDER-21  (34-2)  A  Maishal 
fltovwsi  Cfly/ — R  Sdmeca  (Aston  Wal,  R 
Hiftn  |  Chariton  AMobc).  M  Carbon  (Deity 
Couniyi  —  P  Murray  iQumus  Pom 
Ranges).  L  Sawyer  (Leeds  UnNed;  sutr  J 
Cwragher.  Uueip ool,  T6m*i|.  M  Rosa 
(Arsenal).  S  Hughe  (Arsenal).  M  Hall 
(Couerty  C&y)  — t  Haakay  [Cefcestef  C&£ 
sub-  J  ScowcroJL  Ipswich  Town,  89).  D 
EacSa  (Monwdi  Otf.  sub-  0  Hucfcmby, 
ComnlryCUy.  80). 

ITALY  UNDER-21  (1-2-SZ)  G  BuHon 
UPomat  —  C  Rwafta  (Cesena)  —  J 
FrancaschW  putasates).  D  Innocem 
(tuectese)  —  J  BacWra  (Lecce,  sub:  C 
BeAucd.  Verazta,  TO).  R  GcneOI  (Perugia: 
sub  T  LaceteK,  Udneee.  88,  A 
Tacchinardi  (Juvcnws).  D  De  Asewitts 
(Bart.  A  Ptetone  (i-iemadonale)  —  D 
Momo  (Alafanja;  sub-  E  Poem 
Sarrpdorta.  AS).  C  lu careff  (Padova). 

Referee:  R  H  Oban  (Ncrwyj. 


opposed  by 
Headingley 

THE  owners  of  Headingley 
revealed  yesterday  dial  they 
have  stepped  up  the  campaign 
to  keep  Yorkshire  cricket  dub 
at  die  ground,  announcing 
that  they  expect  to  receive 
planning  permission  soon  for 
a  £30  million  redevelopment 
of  the  stadium. 

Paul  Caddick.  the  chairman 
of  Leeds  Cricket.  Football  and 
Athletics,  said:  “Hanning  per¬ 
mission  is  expected  shortly  for 
toe  scheme,  which  had  the 
blessing  of  both  parries  in 
May  1995.  In  addition,  recent 
changes  have  been  announced 
on  special  grant  aid  for  stadia 
and  Headingley  could  qualify. 
Yorkshire  members,  there¬ 
fore,  would  be  advised  not  to 
commit  themselves  to  a  move 
until  the  full  implications  are 
known." 

The  county  committee  is 
seeking  support  at  the  annual 
meeting  on  March  8  for  its 
intended  move  to  a  greenfield 
site  at  Durkar,  near  Wake 
field,  on  the  Ml. 

Probyn  enlisted 

Rugby  onion:  Jeff  Probyn.  the 
former  England  prop  for¬ 
ward,  will  pack  dawn  with  an 
old  foe  when  he  links  up  with 
Federico  Mendez,  of  Bath,  for 
the  Barbarians  in  their  rear¬ 
ranged  game  with  Leicester  on 
February  25.  In  1990.  toe  twe 
were  involved  in  a  fracas 
during  an  England  v  Argenti¬ 
na  international  that  resulted 
in  Mendez  being  sent  off. 

BARBARIANS:  M  Royer  IBedtoid  anC 
Wtfesl:  P  Vaccarf  [Xafyi.  L  Aitm  (Aigen- 
Wa),  R  Henderson  IWaspe  and  Ireland).  C 
Junes  (Bridgend  and  Wales);  C 
Dorebnuei  lUaly).  A  Tmncon  (Italy].  B 
Hardwick  (Coventry  and  England),  f 
Mendez  (Bah  end  ArgeAbn*).  J  Probyr 
(Bedford  and  England).  C  Qumal  (Ffen 
mond  and  Waloa|.P8poilader  (Argertmaj 
R  Marin  (Areencruf.  F  Pienaar  (Saracen; 
and  South  Mica),  M  White  (Wasps). 

Hodgson  crashes 

Motorcycling:  Neil  Hodgson, 
of  Great  Britain,  was  forced  tc 
undergo  precautionary  X-rays 
after  a  high-speed  crash  ai 
Laguna  Seca  raceway  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  The  Ducati  rider  post 
ed  toe  second  fastest  time  o: 
the  day,  Imin  26.90sec,  ir 
Superbike  testing  at  the  drcui 
before  being  involved  in  ar 
accident.  Hodgson,  who  wai 
taken  to  Monterey  Hospital 
was  not  seriously  injured. 

Wilkinson  cut 

Tennis:  Chris  Wilkinson.  27 
the  British  No  3,  was  beaten  3 
6,  6-3.  6-3,  by  Geoff  Grant,  o 
the  United  States,  in  tot 
second  round  of  a  Challenge) 
tournament  in  Lubeck 
Germany,  yesterday. 

□  The  United  States  yester¬ 
day  said  it  will  play  its  Davu 
Cup  quarter-final  against  Hol¬ 
land  from  April  4  to  6  ir 
Newport  Beach.  California. 

Gooding  ousted 

Real  tennis:  There  was  a 
significant  upset  in  the  United 
States  Open  in  Philadelphia 
yesterday  when  Lachlan 
Deuchar,  toe  No  4  seed,  beal 
Mike  Gooding,  the  No  I,  in 
five  sets. 

Gallup  halted 

Badminton:  Felicity  Gallup, 
of  England,  was  beaten  4-11, 
11-4, 11-4  in  the  first  round  oi 
tire  Indian  Open  in  New  Delhi 
yesterday  by  Choi  Ma-ree.  of 
South  Korea. 


SNOOKER 


TENNIS:  WIMBLEDON  CHAMPIONS  PRESENT  AND  PAST  GO  THROUGH  IN  DUBAI 
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Higgins 
looks  for 
confidence 


HIGGINS  will  at- 
i  join  Steve  Davis  and 
Hendry  as  the  only 
to  win  a  world  rank- 
t  for  three  consecutive 
ben  the  International 
sens  in  Aberdeen  to¬ 
ld  Yates  writes).  Hig- 
No2  in  toe  world 
l  but.  after  failing  to 
a  title  for  12  months, 
tat  arrive  at  the  first 
event  held  in  Scotland 
g  with  confidence, 
g  made  toe  bold  ded- 
use  a  new  cue  last 
itoen  patching  up  toe 
became  impossible, 
looked  to  have  turned 
t  by  beating  Hendry 
>r  Martens  European 
xture. 

s  was  also  unpres- 
sachiflg  quarter- 
■  the  Regal  Welsh 
it  he  lost  5-1  to  John 
nd,  last  week,  wait 
ro  Mark  Williams  in 
5  of  the  Benson  and 
/fasten  after  one  of 
displays-  . 

s  is  one  of  II  Scots  (it 
.  Heading  the  host 
challenge  for  the 
will  be  Hendry,  m 
his  fourth  title  this 


Krajicek  starts  on  road  to  recovery 


From  Aux  Ramsay 

jn  DUBAI 

DUBAI  is  one  of  the  youngest 
dries  in  the  world,  forming 
part  of  one  of  the  youngest 
countries  in  toe  world,  and  yet 
toe  traditions  here  go  back 
more  than  2,000 years.  Yester¬ 
day,  at  the  Dubai  Open,  toe 
three  men  of  toe  moment  were 
all  men  with  a  history,  too, 
players  trying  to  recapture 
some  of  their  impressive  past 
Richard  Krajicek,  Boris 
Becker  and  Pat  Cash  all  made 
it  through  the  first  round  with 
varying  degrees  of  ease  and  all 


looked  relieved  to  have  got  a 
win  'under  their  belts.  Fbr 
Krajicek,  it  was  his  first  match 
back  since  having  knee  sur¬ 
gery  in  December  to  cure  a 
problem  that  had  plagued  him 
for  more  than  three  years.  Not 
exactly  at  his  best  lie  was  still 
too  powerful  fbr  Lean  deer  Paes 
and  went  through  5-7. 6-4, 6-2. 

It  was  nor  a  stylish  perfor¬ 
mance  by  anyone's  standards, 
especially  not  a  Wimbledon 
champion,  but  at  least  ‘  it 
proved  that  the  knee  is  getting 
stranger  day  by  day.  life  was 
made  a  good  deal  simpler  by 
Paes,  who.  having  taken  tire 


first  set  with  some  inspired 
shot-making,  relaxed  a  lisle, 
letting  Krajicek  back  into  the 
second.  Midway  through  the 
third  set,  the  result  was  as¬ 
sured  when  Paes  pulled  a 
stomach  musde  stretching  for 
a  return. 

Becker  was  in  mud)  better 
form  against  Marc-Kevin 
GoUner.  even  though  he,  too, 
needed  three  sets  to  win  6-2, 
6-7,  6-Z  Serving  a  total  of  26 
aces,  even  he  was  taken  aback 
by  the  ease  with  which  he  took 
the  first  set-  “I  haven’t  played 
too  many  matches  recently 
and  it  caught  me  by  surprise 


how  well  1  was  playing,”  he 
said. 

Since  he  won  Wimbledon  in 
1987,  Cash  has  made  more 
combacks  than  Frank  Sinatra. 
Injuries  to  virtually  every  part 
of  his  body,  but  most  recently 
his  back,  have  seen  his  world 
ranking  plummet  to  No  755.  It 
has  beai  so  long  since  he  was 
competing  with  the  top  flight 
that  he  could  not  remember 
when  he  last  won  an  ATPTour 
match  —  until  yesterday, 
when  he  defeated  Carlos  Costa 
7-6, 7-6  ro  earn  $10,080  (about 
£6,000).  which  should  pay  a 
few  doctors’  bills. 


SQUASH:  BROXBOURNE'S  TASK  IS  EASED  AS  SWANSEA  ARE  WEAKENED 


Marshall  back  with  semi-final  in  sights 


Or  Coun  McQuillan 

PETER  MARSHALL’S  return  to  com¬ 
petitive  action  leading  toe  Broxboume 
squad  seems  likely  to  cany  the  Hertford¬ 
shire  side  into  toe  semi-finals  of  the 
Squash  Rackets  Association  (SRA)  nat¬ 
ional  league.  Having  been  missing  from 
toe  game  for  nearly  two  years  while  he 
dealt  with  chronic  fatigue  syndrome, 
Marshall  seems  certain  to  lead 
Broxboume,  third  in  group  B,  ro  victory 
tonight  against  a  Swansea  side  whose 
two  leading  players,  Craig  Van  der  Wath 


and  David  Evans,  are  barred  from 
national  league  action  after  making  three 
appearances  in  the  Super  Squash  League 
for  Maesteg. 

Nevertheless.  Marshall  does  have 
doud  on  the  horizon.  His  decision  to 
switch  allegiance  from  Leicestershire  to 
Nottinghamshire  for  toe  National 
Squash  Federation  inter-couniy  finals 
next  weekend  will  be  in  jeopardy  unless 
he  caiches  up  with  his  sutecriptions  to 
the  SRA  over  toe  next  day  or  so. 

With  Halifax  beating  Duffidd  4-1  and 
Bishops  Stortford  thrashing  Haflam- 


shire  SO  in  group  A.  the  informed  money 
favours  two-legged  semi-finals  on 
March  25  and  April  8  featuring  Halifax 
against  Broxboume  and  Potters  Bar 
against  Chichester 

Ironically,  Van  der  Wath  and  Evans 
were  not  required  this  week  for  Maesteg, 
Who  Were  rested  in  the  Super  Squash 
League,  while  Manchester  look  over 
leadership  at  the  half-way  stage  wrtft  a  2-1 
win  over  Surbiton.  Linfidd,  with  Rodney 
Eyles  and  Peter  Nicol,  the  world  No  2 
and  No  3  respectively,  moved  into  third 
place  with  a  2-1  win  over  ICL  LionHerts. 


Golding  leaves  rivals  in  wake 


By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent 
FOUR  days  into  the  short. 


third  leg  of  the  BT  Global 
Challenge,  Mike  Golding,  the 
veteran  skipper  of  Group  4, 
yesterday  resumed  his  cus¬ 
tomary  position  as  race  leader 
when  he  overtook  Adrian 
Donovan,  era  the  revitalised 
Heath  Insured  II. 

Golding,  who  has  won  both 
of  the  first  two  legs,  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  add  a  third  consecu¬ 
tive  vicioiy  to  his  tally  by 
bring  first  into  Sydney  Har¬ 


bour  at  toe  weekend  and  so 
strengthen  his  overall  hold  on 
the  race.  Yesterday,  he  was  the 
most  southerly  of  toe  14-boat 
fleet  spread  out  over  only  46 
miles. 

Group  4  and  all  toe  yachts 
astern  of  her  have  been  enjoy¬ 
ing  wonderful  sailing  condi¬ 
tions  with  a  steady  breeze 
pushing  them  along  at  be¬ 
tween  eight  and  nine  knots 
with  several,  including  Group 
4.  able  to  fly  spinnakers. 


In  the  last  24  hours,  Chris 
Tibbs  and  his  crew*  on  Con¬ 
cert.  which  was  de-mast  ed  on 
.  the  second  leg,  have  been 
among  toe  improvers,  rising 
to  third  place  after  overtaking 
Richard  Tudor,  on  Nuclear 
Electric. 

However,  Tudor's  position 
may  be  little  more  than  aca¬ 
demic,  because  he  could  be 
disqualified  from  the  leg  fol¬ 
lowing  a  protest  by  Richard 
Merriweather,  skipper  of 
Commercial  Union.  He  al¬ 
leges  Tudor  missed  a  compul¬ 
sory  waypoint  in  the  Cook 
Strait  by  100  yards  shortly 
after  toe  start- 

Donovan’s  performance,  on 
Heath  Insured  U,  is  a  sur¬ 
prise.  Disillusioned  and  angry 
at  times  during  the  last  leg.  if 
was  thought  possible  he  might 
even  abandon  toe  race  in 
Wellington  after  foiling  out 
with  Chay  Blyih,  the  race 
director,  while  also  experienc¬ 
ing  some  difficuiites  with  his 
sponsor.  Yet  the  five-week  rest 
in  New  Zealand  appears  to 
have  done  him  good. 

Yesterday,  his  crew  reported  . 
disappointment  at  being  over¬ 
hauled  by  Golding,  but  said 
morale  was  high  and  they 
could  now  see  Toshiba  Wave 
Warrior  and  Nuclear  Electric 
astern  of  them. 
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Rugby  players  take  steps  to  improve  fitness 


With  ballroom  dancing  lobby¬ 
ing  hard  to  get  into  the 
Olympic  Games  by  -2004,  It 
seems  that  .dance  is  stepping  ever 
closer  to  the  world  of  sport. 

its  latest  partner,  unlikely  as  it 
sounds,  is  rugby  union.  Rugby 
players  at  Cambridge  University 
have  apparently  found  that  some¬ 
thing  was  lacking  in  their  training — 
and  have  taken  up  ballet 
The  squad  at  Queens'  College  have 
called  in  a  ballerina  to 
help  them  wiih  their 
conditioning  and  are 
using  ballet  routines 
that  they  hope  will 
improve  their  flexibili¬ 
ty  and  balance  —  and 
help  to  keep  them 
injury  free. 


significant  benefit  from  other  activi¬ 
ties.  such  as  weight  training,  and 
;  in  other: 


They  hope 
to  improve 
flexibility’ 


Showing  the  pack  how  it  should  be 
done  is  Sara  Matthews,  a  31-year-old 
who  was  with  die  Ballet  Rambert  for 
II  years.  She  is  also  working  with  the 
college  rowing  eights.  It  is  an 
interesting  approach,  especially  since 
many  have  been  critical  of  rugby’s 
traditional  standard  of  fitness. 

The  use  of  dance  for  sports  condi¬ 
tioning  is  an  example  of  what  fitness 
gurus  call  cross-training.  Until  re¬ 
cently.  the  typical  athlete  pursued 
only  his  own  sport.  Today,  the 
wisdom  is  that  an  athlete  can  derive 


from  training  in  other  sports. 

In  the  United  States,  professional 
sportsmen,  including  baseball  play¬ 
ers.  American  footballers  and  basket¬ 
ball  teams,  regularly  us®  karats, 
aerobic  dancing,  yoga  and  ballet  to 
supplement  their  training  regimes. 

However,  whether  or  not  British 
ballet  dancers  are  the  best  people  to 
be  advising  anybody  on  physical 
fitness  is  highly  ques¬ 
tionable.  According  to 
a  report  published 
last  October,  many 
of  Britain’s  25.000 
professional  dancers 
are  so  unfit  that  they 
sustain  more 
Injuries  than  players 


in  contact  sports  such  as  rugby  and 
boxing. 

The  myth  of  the  superfit  dancer 
exercising  at  the  barre  was  exploded 
by  the  “Fit  to  Dance?”  report  that  was 
written  after  a  five-year  survey  into 
dancers'  health  and  injuries.  It  found 
that  they  took  the  wrong  kind  of 
exercise,  ate  the  wrong  kind  of  food 
and  smoked  too  much. 

More  than  eight  out  of  ten  dancers 
are  injured  each  year  and  they  are 
also  more  prone  than  the  average 
person  to  colds  and  flu.  And  it  is  not 


just  ballet  dancers  who  suffer.  The 
study  reached  similar  conduswns 
after  looking  at  all  kinds  of  profes¬ 
sional  dancers. 

Dancers,  the  report  concluded, 
sacrificed  all-round  fitness  for  the 
demands  of  flexibility.  Such  role 
models  look  a  bit  shaky,  even  for 
college  rugby  players. 

The  champions  of  ballroom  danc¬ 
ing,  who  have  won  recognition  from 
the  International  Olympic  Commit¬ 
tee.  protest  that  “dance  sport”  makes 
tremendous  demands  on  strength 
and  stamina  and  should  be  included 
as  a  foil  gold  medal  sport 

Though  the  moves  to  get  dancing 
recognised  as  a  sport  are  relatively 
recent,  dance  has  long  been  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  an  aid  to  physical  fitness. 


Duke  Adolphus  Frederick  of  Meck¬ 
lenburg,  writing  almost  a  century 
ago,  recorded  remarkable  athletic 
performances  by  the  Watussi  tribes¬ 
men  of  central  Africa. 

He  was  particularly  impressed  by 
their  high  jumping  and  photo¬ 
graphed  one  tribesman  making  a 
leap  of  8ft  2bins.  talcing  off  from  a 
small  termite  heap  a  foot  in  height 
He  noted  that  these  natives  got 
splendid  conditioning  during  tribal 
dances,  performing 
vertical  jumps  to  the 
rhythm  of  drums. 

Back  in  Britain 
in  the  same  era,  Harry 
Andrews.  who 
coached  record-break¬ 
ing  runners  and  cy¬ 
clists,  was  writing  that 


‘Pioneers 
did  not  see 
dance  as  sport* 


dancing  was  a  fine  aid  to  athletic 
performance  —  though  he  had  reser¬ 
vations  about  the  smoky  atmosphere 
of  dance  halls. 

Thirty  years  later,  the  ultra-dis¬ 
tance  running  champion,  Arthur 
Newton,  reckoned  the  use  of  music 
and  rhythm  was  one  of  the  secrets  of 
breaking  endurance  records.  He 
observed  that  soldiers  could  march 
further  and  foster  when  helped  by  the 
beat  of  a  inarching  band  and  advo¬ 
cated  humming  and  whistling  while 
He  hoped  that 


might  one  day  invent  a  phonograph 
small  enough  to  be  carried  by  a 
runner  —  dreaming  of  the  personal 
stereo  40  years  before  its  time. 

■  What  all  these  pioneers  had*  in 

common  is  that  they  saw  the  value  of 

music  and  dancing  as  a  conditioning 
tool  for  sport  —  but  never  as  sport 
itself-  Dancing,  like  massage,  skip¬ 
ping.  stretching  and  callisthenics, 
might  be  a  useful  way  toteep  fit,  but 
could  never  be  confused  with  the  real 
business  of  competi¬ 
tive  effort. 

Whether  ballet  les¬ 
sons  will  affect  toe 
competitive  efforts  of 
the  Queens*  College 
Cambridge  rugby 
players  remains  to  be 
seen.  It  might  change 


their 

seasonsat 

Nick  Garbutt  who,  at  the  age 
was  top  scorer  for  a  Sutton  Coldfield 
boys*  team,  took  ballet  lessons  to 
improve  his  skills.  As  a  result,  he  won 
a  place  at  the  Rcryal  Ballet  School  in 
London  and  swapped  his  football 
boots  for  pomie  shoes. 

He  might,  of  course,  end  up 
coaching  rugby  players. 


training. 


someone 


John  Bryant 


SKIING 


Tomba  slip 


paves  way 
for  Swiss 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


ALBERTO  TOMBA  the  dar¬ 
ling  of  toe  home  crowds,  had 
been  competing  for  barely  a 
minute  yesterday  when  he 
pulled  up  to  relinquish  his 
giant  slalom  title  to  Michael 
von  Grunigen.  of  Switzerland, 
at  the  alpine  skiing  world 
championships  in  Sestriere. 
Italy. 

Tomba,  whose  season  has 
been  plagued  by  injury  and 
illness,  derided  not  to  pursue 
his  defence  after  almost  foiling 
on  the  early  stages  of  his 
opening  run.  leaving  the  way 
clear  for  Von  Grunigen  to 
secure  his  first  world  tide  with 
an  elegant  and  commanding 
performance  from  start  to 
finish, 

In  contrast  to  the  showman, 
Tomba,  toe  Swiss  is  a  quiet, 
family  man  and  his  compo¬ 
sure  on  the  slopes  secured  a 
second  gold  medal  for  his 
country  at  the  championships. 
Von  Grunigan.  the  World  Cup 
giant  slalom  champion,  re¬ 
corded  a  winning  time  of  2min 
48-23sec,  I.LZsec  ahead  of 
Lasse  Kjus.  of  Norway,  who 
took  his  third  silver  modal. 

Andreas  Schiflerer.  of  Aus¬ 
tria.  was  the  surprising  bronze 
medal-winner,  starting  seven¬ 
teenth  on  the  first  leg  before 
moving  up  from  ninth  place  at 


toe  start  of  the  second  to  beat 
Steve  Locher.  of  Switzerland, 
by  0.03sec. 

Schifferer  had  not  been 
expected  to  qualify  for  the 
Austria  team  and  his  place  on 
tiie  podium  came  only  a  year 
after  he  suffered  severe  bruis¬ 
ing  of  the  brain  in  a  downhill 
training  crash  in  KitzbuheL 
Kjus  had  also  suffered  concus¬ 
sion  in  a  fall  during  the  same 
session. 

Tomba’s  followers  had  been 
gathering  near  the  piste  since 
dawn  and  were  out  in  force, 
with  banners  and  klaxons,  to 
cheer  on  their  hero.  However, 
they  fell  silent  when  the  the 
triple  Olympic  gold  medal- 
winner  came  dose  to  failing. 
Realising  that  it  was  useless  to 
try  to  get  bade  into  the  race. 
Tbmba.  30.  skied  straight  off 
the  course. 

While  Tomba  was  left  with 
time  on  his  hands.  Von 
Grunigen  used  the  interval 
between  the  two  legs  to  play 
with  his  three-year-old  son. 
The  Swiss,  whose  supporters 
have  so  for  come  up  with  no 
more  imaginative  a  nickname 
than  MVG,  said  that  he  had 
learnt  a  lot  from  defeat  by 
Tomba  at  toe  Sierra  Nevada 
championships  last  year. 

Tomba  had  nor  been  a 


gqcSWdPP 
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Tomba  passes  a  gate  before  withdrawing  in  an  flHaled  defence  of  bis  giant  slalom  title  at  Sestriere  yesterday 


worry  for  him,  he  said,  given 
the  Italian's  poor  Form  in  giant 
slaloms  this  season  and  he 
had  beat  more  concerned 
about  Kjus  and  the  Norwe¬ 
gian  combined  gold  medal- 
winner.  KjeHl-Andre  Aamodt, 
who  was  fourth  after  the  first 


run. 

“Last  year,  l  was  the  favour¬ 
ite  for  the  event,  but  l  could  not 
deal  with  the  pressure.”  Von 
Grunigen  said.  He  is  the  first 
Swiss  since  Pirmin  Zur brig- 
gen,  in  Crans  Montana  in 
1987.  to  capture  a  giant  slalom 
world  title 


”1  learnt  a  lot  from  last  year 
and  found  I  could  put  toe 
pressure  on  the  others."  he 
said.  "This  was  my  biggest 
goal  this  season  and  I  feel  I 
deserved  this  medaL" 

Von  Grunigen.  who  has 
won  two  Work!  Cup  giant 
slalom  races  this  season,  was 
the  first  out  of  the  start-house 
on  the  first  run  and  took 
advantage  of  the  dean  snow  to 
record  by  far  the  fastest  time. 
Later  starters  found  it  hard  to 


keep  to  toe  line. 

Six  of  toe  first  15  crashed 


out,  including  some  of  the 


favourites  for  the  race,  such  as 
Urs  Kaetin,  of  Switzerland. 
Tomba  complained  that  the 
run  had  been  too  tong  and  that 
the  conditions,  with  patches  of 
light  and  shade,  were  treach¬ 
erous.  Others  also  criticised 
conditions  for  the  first  leg. 

“lYn  very  sorry,  but  Satur¬ 
day  will  be  my  day.”  Tomba 
said,  referring  to  the  dosing 
event,  toe  men's  slalom,  which 
he  will  also  be  defending. 

Toni  Sailer,  of  Austria,  who 
won  three  golds  at  the  1956 
Olympic  Games,  defended  the 
lay-out  of  the  first  run  and  said 


that  it  was  toe  sort  of  tradition¬ 
al  and  highly  demanding 
giant  slalom  that  had  gone  our 
of  fashion  in  recent  years. 

'  Kjus,  who  also  won  silver 
medals  in  the  downhill  and 
super  giant  slalom  events,  had 
no  complaints  about  his  race. 
“The  championships  are  over 
for  me  now  and  I  in  going 
home  to  enjoy  my  medals,"  the 
1996  World  Cup  overall  cham¬ 
pion  said  after  securing  his 
first  medal  in  toe  technical 
discipline.  •  • 
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Answers  from  page  46 
QUAESTUARY 

to  Somebody  whose  first  and  onty  motivation  ts  to  make  a 
profit  From  toe  Latin  for  profit  auaestus.  For  example,  a 
yynwuy  «  a  teenage  duW  who  win  wash  op  or  vacuum  die 


^uaeszaary  «  a  wen age  cniM  woo  Win  WW$&  up  or  vacnuJ 
sttin  groom  or  babysit  or  make  its  bed  only  if  paid  to  do 
CONTRECTATION 
04  The  art  of  stroking  or  caressing  somebody  furtively  and 
against  her  for  his)  wilL  From  the  Latin-  "Are  we  agreed  then? 
We  stall  begin  by  asking  aD  candidates  about  their  educational 
qualifications  and  tiieir  skills  in  relation  to  toe  sdrctiou  criteria 
for  human  resources  —  cootainncation.  administration, 
finance,  cpntrcaatioo  and  so  on .. ." 

CURMUDGEON 


spiteful  old  woman)  comes  closest  to  k  But  the  words  are  not 
synonymous.  Can  it  be  that  women  are  fay  nature  less 
curmudgeonly  than  men? 

NULUB1CTV 

(fa)  The  state  of  being  nowhere.  The  opposite  of  ubiquity.  From 
the  Latin.  This  is  a  word  for  which  d  is  difficult  to  conceive  any 
practical  use  in  the  world.  But  no  conceivable  word  can  be 
entirety  useless. “When  there  is  a  job  to  be  done  about  the  boose. 
I  know  I  can  rely  absolutely  on  AnatoJe's  mtifibiety." 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
1  Qxh7*>  Kxh?  2  Rh5+  Bhb5  gSand  osae  Wfcrws, 
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ISwfc  a  TIr  TcnP  ianbu  Cnntnrords  (CrWKt  BDS  each.  7ie  Tm*o  \icfcf  Skf  Off  OSS. 
TIMES  COMPUTER  CROSSWORDS  by  Daw!  Aloihcad  ~  CnsmSoD  (inpoftr  35 
ifcfane  tana  to  arowunfe  aAwb  wa  and  t^agol  I  ItLP 

'ramCcvRwocdsIt'J  >  CVavbus  I  a  Z(2»a.lWTi»wC«Kb*HiTfctTi» 

-Tte  IIron.Mabc  Sfita  mua  pi.  (Bracks*  done  aaaba  ot  drtwtaf 
Frias  pa  tnJcMisJuaic  l  l  AtM-iwal  fcfcs 

IBM  MS-DOS  m  Asm  WSCOi  E!0.2  ESbA  FVasr  -Vaatr 

NEWWtndb»s<cnsn&T(BM  PCi  OSOB  «2ZiU  Oeacti  toe  VAT! 

Sokfd»^roAiafcrMy^B}AfcMlJL«M3iK>Ucx.Undai].SED5^VTeli}U!- 
BS2 No  affEi  anh.  Ddhwy  M  5 


ttb 


Orr9<y  and  Cable  TV  . 

EBKQfft  653 3378  cr  ntqxJfrnm*bn.<iauk 


Trouble  on 


the  terraces 


In  The  Balance-  Radio  4  (FM  onty),  JO.OOtim. 

SirStee  reports  who  te 


Teenagers  in  Love.  Radio  Z  I0-00pat. 

ja  ain’t  what  it  used  to  be  and 
e  pruuu  u  w  u«  .act  the  second  of  a  three-part 

Ssciocity  Randall  Lee  Rose  on  the  doowop 

m  foxn  toe  middle  19Kte  ^ 
is  ptemy  to  bring  a  tear  to  the  eye  (and  a  mp  w  fce  WI  g  fte 
generation  ihat  grew  up  after  the  Second  Work!  War.  notably  the  age 
innocence  evoked  by  such  acts  as  axfo  toe  Beimonk 
and  Frankie  teuton  and  toe  Teenagers.  ,fo^. 
recalling  there  were  at  least  ten  that  sounded,  plam  suly  ana  Rose 
pays  due  attention  to  them.  Peter  Barnard 


RADIO  1 


WORLD  SERVICE 


7.tro»m  Simon  Mayo,  Includas 
Nsnsboat  SjOQ  Kawn  Oraertng  1Z0O 
Mary  Anne  Hribs,  irx*xi»at  IZJOpm 
Nmvatxat  ZOO  Nicky  Campbell  440 
Mark  GoocSar  7J00  Boring  Session. 
wXh  Jo  Wtifley  and  Stswa  Lamacq  9J00 
CoBrn  and  Macoife's  HR  Parade, 
tndudoa  UnMxsaSy  Chrtenged  iaoo. 
Smsn  Marorae  vloo  Chore  sturgass 
4JXMUI  CSwG  Warren,  wth  ttw  Earty 
SreaktaM  Shear 


RADIO  2 


&0QMn  Saah  Karmady  7.30  Wake  Up 
To  Wbgan  OJ30  Kfln  Bruce  11JM  Anna 
Robinson  1 -30pm  Debb»  Thromr  3J1D 
Ed  Stsuisrt  SJ06  John  Durm  7J»  Tm 
Sony  1  Havenl  Got  a  C3ue.  With 
Humphrey  Lytsaton.  Bany  Ctyar, 
Graeme  Garden.  Tim  Broote-Taytor  and 
the  fete  VWe  Rustten  (r)  7J30  David 
AUan  &00PaU  Jonas  1000  Teenagers 
In  Lowe.  See  Chotce  1030  lha  Jame¬ 
sons  T2jOSrea  Stave  Madden  34)0  Ain 
tester 


All  times  in  GMT.  Naws  on  the  hoir 
530sm  Europa  Tod^1 7.1S  Off  Ibo  SheR 
7.30  Network  UK  8.10  Wads  ot  Fath 
ft.15  Composer  ot  the  Month  845 
Hedth  Manare  9J»  Business  9.15 
Sports  intamaSonal  945  Sports  Rcund- 

SlO^O  BBC  English  1045  Off  the 
SheR  11.30  Meridian  On  Screen 
iZJOSpm  Busmsss  12.15  Britain  Today 
1Z30  Asstgrenent  2.05  OuOook  2 M 
MJttrack  3J»  Sports  Roundup  ais 
From  Our  Own  Comspondert  3JM 
Natwwcrt  UK4.1BWQrtd  Today  <L30  BBC 
EngSsh  445  Britain  Today  530  Bus- 

7Zrt  o^Si 

TSO  John  Peel  9JJS  Business  9.15 
Britain  Today  030  Meridian  Boc*s 
1030  Worid  Today  1045  Sport  11.10 
Tate  Hwe  11.15  Souwfcyte  11  JO  «tar« 
Ranking  12J30am  Good  Books  134s 
Briton  Today  1-30  Oudock  155  Words 
Of  Ftoh  Z3Q  A  Hfetory  ot  the  British 
Theatre  3.15  Sport  3J30  Focus  on  Faith 
430  Europe  Today 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


CLASSIC  FM 


SJXfen  Morning  Rapons  800  The 
Breakfast  Programme  B35  The  Mapa- 
fene  1230  Midday  w*h  Mair  2.0Spm 
Ruscoe  on  Rve  4j00  John  tnwardala 
Nadorwida  7  to  News  Extra,  with 
ItosrteSmtoson  735  Ontha  Une  8JN 
trade  edge/  with  Rob  Bonnet  fljoo 
SpotsAmerica.  with  Aflon  Byrd  830 
Sportshop  1000  News  Talc,  nffh  Rauf 
Reynolds  11-00  Mms  Bora  lZOSm 
After  Hours  —  Eariy  Cal,  wffh  VJncenr 
Henna  235  Up  Al  Night 


TALK  RADIO 


4toam  Mark  GritShs  6to  M&a  Read 
ftto  Heny  KeOy  12.00  Susamah 
Simons  2topm  txnchttme  Concerto. 
(Sahredor  Bacarisse  (Guffar  Concertno 
In  A  rrirwr  Op  72J  3to  Jarrta  Crick7-00 
Ct8a»c  Nsnsri^ff.  with  John  Banning 
730  Sonata.  Baethcwen  (Piano  Sonata 
No  8  in  C  rrtoor.  Op  13]  8to  Evening 
Concert.  Offenbach  (La  Be#e  Hifeoa: 
Overtire);  Bartoz  (Les  Note  d'Eaf); 
Gerabwfn  (An  American  n  Paris);  Haydn 
Symphony  No  85  in  B  flat  minor).  Ravel 
(Deptm.et  Chfafe  "Siite  No  2}  lOto 
MKhaai  Mappin  Itoaoi  SaBy  Pierson 


Stoam  Chris  Ashley  and  Sandy  War 
730  Paul  Ross  9  to  Soott  Chtonte 
12to  Lmrsfes  KeKy  ZOO pm  Tommy 
Boyd  400  Peter  Deeiay  7to  Most  Dee’s 
SportszoneTOto  Jamas  Whale  Itow 
tanCoSns  ' 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


6j00n  Asa  'n'  .Jano  10to  Graham 
Dene  itopnt  Jeremy  Clark  4to  Nicky 
Homs  7J0O  PaJ  Coyte  (FMJ/Robm 
Banks  CAM)  IOlOO  Marie  Forrest  2toam 
RartdeB  Lee  Rose 


RADIO  3 


600am  On  Mr,  wth  Andrew 


inF);Susato 

_ 1st  Haydn 

(Symphony  No  48  h  CJ  . 

9.00  Homing  CofiecOon. 

indudes  Mozart  (Man*  in  D 
Nog;  Rimsky-Ko reatew 
(Sadko):  ChcpjnfTwo 
Nocturnes,  Op  32);  BorcxSn 
(Sting  Quartet  No  2  in  O) 
HX00  Mustart  Encounters,  with 
'  Edwad  Bfaktenon.  indudes 
Gesuatio  (Motet  Ave, 
Ddctesima  Maria);  Debussy, 
transcr  Rawl  (Nuagas:  Fetes, 
Nocturnes):  Copland  (In  the 

1230  Comparer  <rf  the  Week: 


1-OOpmSchUbart  on  Stage.  Dw 
HausCche  Krieg.  With  Strife 
tsotosfd.  soprano,  Peter  lica, 
bass.  Rocfeigo  Orrego  and 
Andreas  Richer,  tenors, 
Chcrus  Musicus.  Das  Naue 
Orchester.  under  Christoph 

2£Qt2m  Bohemian  QuaM. 
Penny  Gore  presents  the  taat 
in  a  series  devoted  to  string 
quartets  by  Bohemian 
contemporaries  ot  Haycfe. 
Mozart  and  Beethoven. 

(the  Satomon 
Adatoert  Gyrcwwtz 
(String  Quartets.  Op  44:  No  1 
in  G;  No  2  in  8  fiat) 

3.10  Borneo  Does  1h»  Samba: 
Protest  (4/5) 

3.15  VWtore  to  the  Proms. 


No  105;  Motet  Der 
HHtUnsarSchwachhett 
■  •  Aofc  Mass  in  G  minor) 

430  In  a  DanMi  Castle.  Hans 
.  Fagius  plays  the  organ  at  the 
sin  I 

i,  Copenhagen 
5LOO  Muafc  MacMna,  mth  Tommy 
Pearson 

5.1S  In  Tune,  with  Geraint  Lewis, 
indudes  Haytto  (Spring); 
Schubert  (The  Shepherd  on 
the  Rock);  Hoddnotl  (The 
Heaventree  o!  Stare); 
Bruckner  (Abendzauber); 
Sbeftus  Concerto) 

7 to  Brahms  Centenary,  live 
from  the  Barbican,  London. 
The  London  Symphony 
Orchestra,  under  Cofin  Davis. 
Brahms  (Pw»  Concerto  No  l 
in  D  minor};  320  Interval. 
Rank  Wriferd  expirees 
Viennese  cuftixe  jr)  340 
Concert  Part  2.  Brims 

940 

940  i  m  uunm  around  tne 
Shadow.  Deanna 
Pethwferidge  looks  at  the 
many  oramptes  ot  artists 
recorded  their  trawste 


t  the  Chorus  and 
Orchestra  ot  the  Ghent 
CoBecpum  Vbcate.  Booh 


10.13! 

Jordans  and  Leo  van 
Doesetear  play  pianos  trom 
the  oottsetion  ot  Ecferin  Beunk. 
tndudes  Schubert  (Overture 
in  D  In  Ihe' ftafian  Style)  and 
.  Mendelssohn  (Ownure:  A 
Mktstffimer  Nail’s  Dream) 
1045  MgM  Waves,  ^tavid  Treece 
exfriores  the  links  between 
pottocs  and  music 
11  to  Composers  of  the  Wade 
OckegfMRi  (rj 

12toant  Jazz  Notes,  with  Digby 
Faifweaihar 

1.00  Throt^ithe  TBghi,  with 


RADIO  4 


5J55am  Stripping  (UH)  3.00 
News  tMj FsoringToday 
Prayer  fat  tire  Day  Oto 
Today,  indudes  Thought  for 
the  Day  840  Yesterday  in 
ParSarnont 

Bto  News  SJ)5  Face  to  Face  M 
9to  The  Udhrerstty.  A  stow  Wts 

the  campus  w7) 

lOto  Nows;  to  the  Befance  (FMV 
Choice 

lOtoIMteS«vfea<|LW) 

10.15  OnTlrisDay  (LW) 

lOto  Woman’s  vCour,  utih 
Murray 

11  to  From  Our  Own 

COfTO^JOndeOL  Reports 
trom  BBC  ootte&puideiflti 
around  the  world 

12to  New*;  Yon  and  Yours,  with 
MakWhitate 

122ter  Double  VWon,  with  Miles 


to 

tett 


1.00  The  Work)  at  one,  with  Nick 
Clarice 


140  The  Archers  (i)  1.55 


2i»  Hefts;  6ft  from  the  North, 
by  Dowd  Pbwnafl.  v«h  Bffliy 

_ Foster  end  Brian  C34ovrer 

100  SMit 

wrinl^ne  Biehan  and  Ray 
Kershaw 

and  Peter  Bowies  in  a  new 
production  of  MoSere’s  The 
School  hr  Wives 
445  Short  Story;  Tomtoms, 


byAte* Keegan.  Read  by 
*  2?ma  ^tovaKfe 
5  to  PM  545  Pvw  Potthal 

Bro-dcs^hT^ 

Gonsandue  p«ty  5to 
Shipping  Forecast  355 


Sto  Six  O-CJack  News 


6  to  Jeremy 
the  Naif 
and  Gordon 

7to  News  7JJ5  The _ 

7to  Document  An  exploration  ot 
dfaries  of  people  trapped  by 
the  WfehcrrHStto  the 
Lermgrad  siege  during  the 
Second  WbridWar  (2® 
aoo  Analysis.  Gewge  MonJbot 

examinee  the  carfBd  between 
soartWc  advance  and  human 
ethics 

845  The  Rod  HIDs  of  Home.  The 
ncweSst  Chenjerai  Hove 
refects  an  ambabws's 
history  (Q^) 

Oto  Does  He  Take  Sugw?  The 

programme  made  for,  and  by. 
peepte  with  dsabffities.  Wlft 
.  ^  FredsriekDwe 

Oto  Kaleidoscope  (FM)  (r)  939 

Waather 

030-11  to  Test  Match  Special 
(LW).  Cooage  of  the  tirat 
day.  of  the  tlwd  Test  Iron 
„MOmsfchurch 
tOM  The  world  Tonight  (Ell), 

House  of 

Sprtndid  faohflon 

Written  and  read  by! 

n»ffisa3L*w-. 

^Goorfiiand 

11  to  Close  Ups,  PfigeJ  Andrews 
|afcs  table  actor  Rod  Stdga 

ta  PaHtement  (LW) 

12.00  Mews  12^0,^ -nwLSe 

Book:  Regeneration  (FM), 

by  Pat  Barker.  Read  by  Alice 
Continued  cow 
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CWDE.  RADIO 
^2-  3-  FM  SXX2-92.4. 

720.  RADIO  5  LJVE.  UW  am 

$****a£!t  vSsSSc 

J*.8;  MW  1137,  1215.  TALK 
Sa“h-  Susan  Thomson, 


I.S*  RADIO  2.  FM  88.0- 

LW  198=.  “K 

mb5°!S?  S3MCE.  MW  648;  LW 
1 CX)*1 02.  -VIRGIN  RADIO.  FM 
™«?.  MW  1053.  108S.T«ie«tsfon  and 
rv-P**”*  *an  Hus***,  ftoramary 
Crogofy  and  John  McNamara. 


-i 


k  '*•" 


v 

*  ^  rk1  1  "■**  - 


Titf.-ny»  - - - T_TT— - - -• -  :  _1t  pt-r*f)  aster 

Glad  to  get  off  the  emotiona  s  ssasa 

^  ,  _ _ _  „;«ht  we  even  r"  ^trtnU  li  selves.  As  renew«  .f  OTp0Ttam  nwima  ^  lives,  JstoeLwc* 


t  was  a  real  shame  Common 
as  Muck  (BBC1J  fell  to  pieces 


mntrirai  dhnm. 


end-Ustraghtweven  r~  wpVlEW 

:  c-xiin  ntavmc  a  pnson  ■■  tvlj”  .*"!!; 


«--?s£w 


guard 


far  a  maximum 


jL-in  the 
actors,  prfi 
many 


rs^bS's  ^who*— 

were  annoyingly  half-  ^^aUnlg^  awash  with  ^ 

sj?-=s»SS 


12cedrand  farfetched  —  a  real 
comedown  from  the  masterpiece 
V/flliam  Ivory  achieved  last  time. 
As  an  emotional  journey  the  past 


that  was  his  lot 

this  second 


andthe^SWfa  uus  seu.au 

“  !*5f2»S  -n  »* 

Lord  and 


senes 


{Stephen  Loro  »>»**  Michelle 

six  weeksha-re  relied  repeatedly  on  «>“7s"K^5«n  ^ 

the  same  rollercoaster  device  of  sin  Dea!!}?'  grandly  “Attention  h®r°Tfsffrnr  y  charac- 

Sfa^veness,  transgression  someh.gs^^  ^^  ^^2^  was  so 

■  *  “™a  in  fari_  that  1  n< 


land  of 

ho““%  ^Svbed'S'tolft  *»f- 

SSf'fitfcSSSSs 

Lynne  jsnSSSS 


really  want 


many  of  us 

StiJn-ups?  How  many 

actually  know  how? 


us 


tfll  a,  M-d  Jg 
Trouble  a!  the  Top  JBBL4  MaeKeiUie  salt 
concerned 


major  slip- 
nerdy 
virtual 
pride  (ask 

N^rAslor  broadcasting  a  Uve 

swanky  dinner  parly  ta 


the 


_  _  ousting  of 

Truss  SSS-gg  aSs*"'  *  ^ 

^  fVi«r  knees.  Parents  n«»  « 


and  forgjveoess,  transgression 
and  redemption,  varied  by  being 
bad  and  saying  sorry,  and  turning 
on  your  mates  and  crawling  bade 
All  this  relentless  upsy-downsy 
made  your  head  spin.  It  made  you. 
fed  sick.  Your  hat  blew  off.  Poor 
Jonno  {Stephen  Lord)  was  up  and 
down  like  a  gooseberry  m  a  Ufa 
Meanwhile,  that  goddam  battered 
human  spirit  just  kept  cm 
among  the  lads. 


S*s‘ that'll  Willy  in"** 
tragic  figure,  despite  nevergetong 
his  picture  in  the  newspaper.  On 
less  elevated  plane,  Common 
Muct  has  certainly  dmjeno^^ 

to  “"W  "SdfS 

the  unholy  stampeoe  py 
actors  to  play 

narts,  thus  inducing  nibto-flfia 
go  with  the  vertigo  and 


p^fly  cut  hair. 

/\n  BBC2.  CmmtoM** 
SeTSdren.  Previous  £»- 


letring 

lives. 


diildren 


dominate  their 


03 1rS  feel  inadequate. 

to  get  our  more. 

WhaTl  couldn’t  understand 
CounlerWosi  was  its 
claim  to  contentiousn^- 

wtSdnl  disafiittj *5S 

sundy  know  in  their  hearts  ™ 
something 


Whereas,  topless  oans 


has  gone 


horribly 
tola 


the  tribulations  of 

al  of  Kelvin  MacKenzie  and  tup-  explained  that  cable  *an 

81  darts  The  story  was  perhaps  to  a  few  minutes  of 

^  - n^t  costume.  about  Ae  mfathb^ 


less 
TOO 

this  was 
mentary 


m  a 


were 


less 


SitiLdefisto  histrionics  tanam*  -  turned  up  out  Jjj  oJ§£ririg.  didn’t  su- 

cue.  “Who  they  hell  do  you  thmk  of’ every  move.  By  not 


EmwM  -issra--^ 


and 


pervise  their  every 


SSSSssra 

ren  don’t  play  games  m  the  strert 


£&*  ‘-TSifiHsfs 


cribed  it  laKms  “"T, 
i  where  you  werenT  uivnea 


ended  in  tears. 
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7_00  BBC  Breakfast  Nows  (T)  (89665) 
9.00  Breakfast  Nows  Extra  (T)  (8793955) 
930  Style  Challenge  (1433394) 
9_45Kflroy  (6B61058).  .  _ 

1030  Can’t  Cook,  Won’t  Cook  (31955) 
11.00  Nows  CO  and  weather 
11.05  The  Really  Useful  S*10*  C3331110* 
1135  Change  That  (5259139) 

12-00  News  (T)  (6449787V  - 

12J15  pm  Tha  Alphabet  ) 

12^0  Going  for  a  Song  {730969«_ 

12^5  The  Weather  Show  (3^^6) 

1.00  News  (1)  and.  weather  (jBZTfiZ) 

130  Retfonal  News  (98357619) 

130  NetgWboure  (T)  ^0848110) 


►  fc?: 


2.05  Qtdncy  , 

230  Put  It  to  the  Test  (2012665) 

3.15  Miniature  Worlds  (2462058) 

330Ptoydays  Baml 

Classics  (284^61)^^4-10  Free 

35*  (6250868) 

5.00  Nawsround  (T)  (711793^ 

5.10  Grange  Hifl  (T) 

535  Neighbours  W  0)  (50261^ 
too  News  m  and  weather  (?1  B) 

630  Regional  News  (1 10) 

SSS-WMftSSM 

SSSfeaw; 

beings*  ckS^ing  rateIiweSr^S?f 

sssl-ms 

guest  (I)  (2771).  .  .  ^ 

a35The  X  ^prisoned  serial 

bizarre  claims  or  an  -QggQsged 

bv  a  murderous  9®rguy»  laiikia  the 

truth.  sw'VSSSa 

1020 -the  Frank  nimbleby  takes 

1030  Chancellor  of  the 

jbechaxmLfie^^i™^  g^^abow 

Foreign  Seaeteiy  ^ 

Liberal  Leaf?1_S£QmeOwn0re  Frtencfly 

chairman  ot  ^^J^^dquestkms 

s^SSSrS 


6X0amBody 

Diversity  7.15 

(Z3710771  10  00 

(47145)  loss  Teaciwig 

2^348)  11-35  landmarks  (T)1ij?® 

^MKjISfWS 

?jKSchool  (24652435, 

iJBkfaW  1^,i?f,,SSnSSWS 

2.00  Wishing 

pB^^ssja^SBaT  13331 


wadlifc  on  Oni=  Pygmy^ Ctenpanw 

BBCJ.  SX»pm  jua,.  violence  In 

s%Ksssji^-Sffi 

rtisamssion.u«ssexn«3^  Qavid 


,^80,85900,  uses  gjr  David 

euphemKn^evem^  P,ctonal 

else,  frmspasive^ wJdfacS  The  bonobo 
evidence  is  tban^J^Lto  he  discovered  and 
were  the  last  typ^J  first  to  disappear. 

Humans  are  d^xwmgumr  ^ 

Sr^oMn.aneigh.-y—W 

region  called  Shijinu. 


S^-^CS00K(«S) 

"■“ST'S!  Benttoy.  Hampstwe 

*■”  M74iSmsSS*SlSp  (0  m 
^  '  -  District  Council  of 


tf) 


The 


730Rrst 

Welwyn  and 
pay  £50  mCikan 

%**» '***<? 


RcAless 

fy^m^eon  Jg«n  Gg4  WJ»jJ 
^rmmderinE  now  long  it  Kod 


snOamGMW  (1337023) 

935  win,  Lxne  or  Draw  11431313) 

935  Regional  News  IT)  (5589077) 

iSSto«s  m 

12J55  Short— 

135  Home  and  Away  (TU159694UU) 
iS^oon  Lfee  (20851042, 

230  Vanessa  (D  l30750??!.. 

230  Afternoon  Live  (5767684) 

330  News  CD  17905049)  _  _ 

3JBB^on»I  N«*2tS^SS  Mzaiora 
330The  FUddtears  P54787  )  Pooh 

«  ^  XSTa^Angsm 

aSissr-ss*-.. 

anirel  Shocks  me 

Bill  (T)  (9684) 


r^’S^-r^9077’ 
assKSSssr 

10AS  Do  l  Not  Uk*  Tha*!  I5900231 
in  45  Bagdad  Cafe  (267503) 

!34S  Funny  Busfaos*  (52092^ 

1j2D  Ed’s  Night  Party  (5178172) 

130  Chib  Nation  (7774004) 

-ssSaws 

4.05  Central  Jobflnder  97  (4015998) 

530  Aslan  Eye  (2605207) 

W^TCOUNTRY 


etMMf  7  oo  The  Big 
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7„l,  rim  on  moment  of  detmvejmenainaMbnngl^^  — 

England  left  looking  back  in  anger 


England . ® 

Italy . 1 

By  Rob  Hughes 

FOOTBALL  CORRESPONDENT 


AT  LUNCH  yesterday,  the 
Prime  Minister  had  enter¬ 
tained  overseas  guests  with 
the  notion  that  there  o  no 
better  home  for  the  World  Cup 
in  the  year  2006  than  Eng¬ 
land.  In  the  evening,  out  in  the 
driving  wind  and  rain  at 
Wembley  Stadium.  Italy  de¬ 
feated  England  with  an 
opportunist  goal  fro™ 
Gianfranco  Zola  that  imperils 
English  hopes  of  qualifying 
for  the  next  World  Cup  on 
French  soil  in  1998. 

It  was  so  very  typical,  an 
haste  and  discordant  effort 
from  England,  which  was  lost 
on  an  Italian  side  that  had  the 
greater  technical  control,  that 
was  always  more  sure  of  its 
purpose,  and  that  aa®™" 
plished  without  too  much  ado 
their  country's  seventh  victory 
in  ten  meetings  with  England. 
Italy's  fourth  win  in  the  past 
five  encounters.  They  wen 
stole  England's  proud  record 
of  being  undefeated  over  90 
minutes  for  29  internationals 
at  Wembley. 

Will  England's  followers 
never  learn?  There  they  were, 
singing  in  the  rain  for  an  hour 
before  kick-off.  and  then  they 
turned  to  the  familiar  shrill 
whistle  of  abuse  for  die  Italian 
anthem.  Quite  apart  from  lest 
sportsmanship,  ft  does  noth¬ 
ing  but  provoke  quality  play¬ 
er?  to  stick  out  their  jaw.  and 
to  set  about  demonstrating 
their  class. 

Hoddle  had  attempted  to 
deceive,  to  invite  Italy  to 
believe  that  his  team  had  such 
healing  powers  that  Gas- 

■ _ rKirfrirm  (  i3S- 


coigne  was  not  even  fit 
enough  to  be  one  of  seven 
substitutes  warming  the  Eng¬ 
land  bench.  . 

Probing  for  unity  and  look¬ 
ing  as  disparate  as  strangers, 
England  attempted  to  break 
down  Italy's  return  to  their 
defensive  tradition  of 
catenaccio.  Surprisingly, 
because  Cesare  Maldtiu.  the 
veteran  coach,  is  also  a  deceiv¬ 
er  it  was  Costacurta,  the  40- 
y ear-old  Milan  marker,  who 
was  entrusted  with  the  role  of 
Ubero.  With  the  young,  reta- 
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lively  untried  Facto 
Cannavaro  tight  up  against 
Sheerer,  with  Ferrara  ready  to 
step  forward  and  deny  spaa 
to  Le  Tissier.  the  England 
hope  that  Italy  would  be  lured 
out  of  shape  by  unfamiliar 
English  attacking  ideas  was 

f°Tru£  thanks  to  Beckham,  so 
lively  on  the  right,  and  to 
McManaman's  thirst  for  en¬ 
deavour,  England  enjoyed  an 
early  territorial  advantage. 
Almost  inevitably.  Zola,  the 
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happy  Chelsea  wanderer, 
drew  some  Italian  respite. 

How  elegant  was  his  control  ot 
the  ball,  how  swift  his  low  shot 
that  deflected  wide  of  an 
upright  off  Pearce.  Before 
Zola  made  a  more  telling 
contribution.  U  Tissier  waste 
show  his  own  languid  art.  «e 
had  crossed  over  with 
McManaman.  was  lurking  on 
therightedgeof  the  penalty 
box,  and  when  the  ball  came  to 
him.  he  needed  one  touch  to 
master  it.  one  sweep  to  project 
it  goal  wards.  Ferrara  is  accus¬ 
tomed  to  such  technique;  he 
repels  it  every  Sunday  m  Sene 
A,  and  now  he  blocked  Le 
Tissiert  intended  shot. 

Then  came  Zola.  Costacurta 
may  not  be  a  seasoned  hbero, 
but  he  knows  the  foncfian- 
Readtng  the  open  play  in  front 
of  him,  advancing  to  the 
halfway  line,  he  suddenly 
unleashed  a  long  through- 
ball.  as  if  out  of  a  catapult 
Zola  was  ready,  but  Pearce 

was  noL  , _ 

Father  Time,  perhaps, 
topped  the  3+year-old  Not¬ 
tingham  Forest  defender  on 
die  shoulder,  for  he  seemed 
inert  and  bemused.  What  was 
he  doing,  this  man  ol .  7j 

international  caps,  standing 
three  yards  upheld  of  a™* 
serous  opponent?  When 
Pearce  awoke  to  that  danger, 
Zola  had  scampered  behind 
him  and.  as  Campbell  came 
lunging  desperately  across. 
Zola  squeezed  his  shot  be¬ 
tween  Walker  and  the  near 
post. 

Blame,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  ball-watching  of  Peanre 
who.  as  a  manager,  would 
probably  drop  himself  for 
indolence.  Blame,  if  you  must 
Campbell  for  not  realising  the 
error  of  his  compatriot  soon¬ 
er  And  share  that  blame  with 
lan  Walker,  the  inexperienced 
Tottenham  Hotspur  goalkeep¬ 
er,  who,  despite  a  worrying 
season  for  him  and  his  club, 
was  somehow  elevated  m 
Hoddle’s  mind  ahead  of  Nigei 
Martyn  and  Tim 
both  of  whom  should  have 
had  higher  claim  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  Seaman,  through  a 
knee  injury.  . 

Three  times  Zola  baffled 
England,  not  least  with  a 
cunning  volley  that  Walker 
saved  with  a  punch.  Somehow 
Carlo  Ancelloti.  the  Parma 
coach,  derided  that  this  is  a 
physical  era.  and  Zola  rum 
too  close  to  the  ground. 
England  will  delight  in  his 
skills,  even  if.  m  that 

eighteenth  minute,  he  op¬ 
pressed  the  nation.  When 
England  recovered  a  sem- 
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blanoe  of  rhythm,  an  edge  of 
competition,  it  was  Batty  and 
Beckham,  again,  who  stimu¬ 
lated  ft.  It  was  dose  to  halt- 
time  when 
attempted  a  30yard  freeJurik. 
which  was  no  trouble  at  all  for 
PeruzzL  However,  the  goal¬ 
keeper  was  less  convincing 
moments  later  when  Batty 
floated  the  ball  in  from  the  Jett, 
Peruzzi  came  and  stopped  in 
no  man's  land,  and  Le  Tissier 


produced  a  header 
bounced  a  tormenting 
wide* 

The  hour  approached.  Eng¬ 
land  given  only  glimmers  ot 
hope  with  speculative  shots 
wide  from  Batty  and  le  Saux. 
abandoned  their  experiment™ 
forward  approach,  gmng  back 
in  aerial  basics  with  Ferdi¬ 
nand  replacing  Le  Tester.  _ 
Yet.  though  the  blue  shirts 
were  in  apparent  retreat,  it 


was  only  to  what  they  know 
and  love  best,  consolidating 

their  lead,  drawing  Tjigland's 

sting,  holding  and  cantunmg 
them.  McManaman  did  mo¬ 
mentarily  break  threateningly 
on  the  left  He  made  perhaps 
15  yards  before  Baggio  block- 
tackled  him  and  came  away 
with  the  balL  Professional  to 
the  nth  degree.  Italy  had 

allowed  Albertim  to  wear  him¬ 
self  down  running  with 


McManaman  injthe  first  half; 
now  it  was  Baggio. 

But  hope  rose  again,  as 
England  are  nothing  tf  not 
champions  of  spirit.  In  the 
72nd  minute,  Le  Saux.  a  man 
who  has  retrieved  his  career 

from  a  horrendous  ankle  inju¬ 
ry,  struck  a  clever  free  tack 
menacingly  beneath  the  cross 
bar.  Peruzzi  was  equal  to  it 


ngiand  recovered  a  sem-  _ _ _ _ _ 

Major  launches  Olazabai  plans 
World  Cup  bid  March  return 
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ACROSS 

I  Fail  lo  progress  (3.7) 

7  Batsman’s  go  (7) 

S  Fruit;  a  dbappointnjeni  (5) 
10  Regal  rod  tf) 

II  Threaded  fastener (S) 

12  Curly  salad  plant  (6) 

IS  Humble  (oneself)  (6) 

17  Fire-raising  (SI 

IS  Arthur’s.  JFK's,  court  (i) 

21  Eagle’s  nest  15) 

22  Scandalous  event  (71 

23  Five-event  athletic  contest 
(10) 


DOWN 

1  Wish-granting  spirit  (5) 

2  Item  of  doctrine  (5) 

3  R-month-edible  creature  |(j) 

4  Bishopric  of  Rome  (4 .3) 

5  Regret  for  wrong  (?) 

6  Taming  of  Shrew  musical 
0.2.4) 

9  From  lime  to  time  pJ.4) 

13  Merit,  earn  (7) 

14  —  Van  Gogh  |7) 

]6  Approach  (to  confront)  (6) 

19  Substance  as  eg  gold,  iron 

(5) 

20  Acquire  knowledge  (S) 


air  British  Midland 

The  Airline  for  Europe 

international  network. 
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DOWN:  I  Puff  2  Tavwna  3  Herd 

6  Exert  7  Delayed  S  Astonishment  12  Stooped  14  Alleges 

IS  Cannes  17  Colon  18  Grey 


ENGLAND'S  bid  to  stage  the 
2006  World  Cup  was  officially 
launched  by  John 
vesterdav.  although  no  official 
of  Uefa,’  football's  European 
governing  body,  was  present 
at  the  reception  at  10  Downing 

StAChost  of  English  football 
luminaries  joined  representi- 
tives  of  Fifa,  the  game's  wo  rid 
governing  body,  and  the  inter¬ 
national  media  as  die  Prime 
Minister  hailed  the  success  of 
the  European  championship 
as  evidence  that  the  country  is 
capable  of  staging  the  32- 
nation  tournament 
A  Downing  Street  spokes¬ 
man  declined  to  comment  on 
die  absence  of  Uefa  officials, 
who  had  not  felt  obliged  to 
travel  to  London  for  the  recep¬ 
tion.  However.  Mr  Major 
said:  “There  is  a  great  will  m 
the  United  Kingdom  to  hare 
the  prize  of  staging  the  World 
Cup.  I  believe  it  will  be 
magnificently  done  and  uur 
facilities  will  be  the  equal  of 
any  in  the  world  by  thm. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  the 
desire  of  the  British  public  to 
support  the  competition  here. 

Keith  Wiseman,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Football  Associ¬ 
ation.  described  the  recent 
dispute  with  Uefa  as  a  local 
difficulty".  It  was  the  invita¬ 
tion  to  Uefa  officials  to  attend 
the  reception,  which  dso  cele¬ 
brated  the  success  of  Euro  96- 
that  had  sparked  off  ffie 
controversy  over  England  s 
World  Cup  bid. 

Two  weeks  ago.  ^ 
executive  committee  reminded 
Engl  and  that  it  had 
endorsed  Germany's  candida¬ 
ture  at  meetings  in  1993. 
1994  and  1995.  Tie  FA  then 
|  persuaded  Uefa  officrab  to 

Sme  to  London  fast  Friday  for 


By  John  Goodbody 

talks,  during  which  they  were 
persuaded  to  withdraw  their 
unequivocal  support  for 
Germany. 

Instead,  an  elimination  pro¬ 
cess  will  be  set  up  to  endorse 
she  Continent's  choice. 
Gerhard  Aigner.  the  general 
secretary  of  Uefa.  who  is 
German,  said  that  a  compro¬ 
mise  plan  for  England  and 
Germany  to  co-host  the  tour¬ 
nament  had  not  been  ruled 
out.-!  come  from  a  country 
where  compromises  are  al¬ 
ways  sought .  -  ■  we  will  hare 
to  wait  and  see  how  it  goes.”  he 

said. 

It  is  by  no  means  certain 
that  any  European  country 
will  sage  the  2006  tourna¬ 
ment.  particularly  since  candi¬ 
dates  lave  a!  least  two  years  to 
apply  before  the  vote  is  held  m 
June  2000.  , 

With  France  due  to  hold  the 
1095  World  Cup.  the  2006 
toumamer.i  might  go  to  Latin 
America,  which  has  not  staged 
the  event  since  1986.  in  Mexi¬ 
co,  or  Africa,  which  never  has. 

Among  the  famous  Eng  land 
players  of  the  past  at  the 
reception  vesterday  were  Sir 
Stanley  Matthews.  Sir  Bobby 
Charlton,  Tom  Finney.  Nat 
Lofrhoiise.  Geoff  Hurst  and 
Gary  Lineker. 

Sir  Stanley  said:  “It  would 
be  lovely  to  have  the  tourna¬ 
ment  back  after  a  40-year 
break  because  we. now  hare 
football  fever  in  this  country 
aaain  "  , .  , 

’Firxev  said:  “1  thuik 
deserve  to  be  heard.  It  would 
hare  been  a  long  time  since 
1966  and  football  in  this 
country  has  changed  a  lot 
in  the  last  fire  or  six  years. 
We  should  be  recognised  for 
the  improvements  we  have 
achieved." 


A  LONG  and  painful  absence 
from  golf  apprara  to  w 
nearing  its  end  for  Jose  Marfa 
Olazabai,  the  former  Masters 
champion.  Conventional 
methods  of  treatment  to  ms 
severely  arthritic  feet  having 
been  tried  and  found  wanting, 
he  turned  to  a  cure  offered  by  .a 
German  consultant  and  is 
now  on  the  brink  of  a  return  to 
tournament  play. 

The  specialist,  who  treats 
the  Bayern  Munich  football 
team  and  other  leading  sports¬ 
men.  recommended  a  course 
of  treatment,  an  important 
part  of  which  mvolred 
Olazabai  walking  barefoot  for 
two  miles  a  day  in  flw  surf 
near  his  home  in  Basque 
country  in  northeast  Spam. 
The  result  is  that  he  is  likely  to 
make  his  comeback  in  the 
Portuguese  Open  nottmanm. 
It  is  a  sea  (mange  from  the 
situation  a  year  ago,  when 
there  was  even  a  possibility 
that  Olaztibal  might  never 
play  professionally  again. 

“Physically,  he  is  perfect. 
Sergio  Gomez,  his  manager, 
said.  “He  is  playing  IS  holes  a 


Olaz&bak  regained  fitness 


By  Mel  Webb 

day.  but  he  is  still  looking  for 
perfection  before  he  formally 
announces  his  return.  I  want 
him  to  come  baric  in  top  form. 

Olaz4bal.  31.  is  expected  to 
play  in  the  Portuguese  Open, 
which  starts  at  Aroeira,  near 
Lisbon,  cm  March  13.  The 
week  after,  be  hopes  to  appear 
in  the  Turespana  Masters  at 
Maspalomas  in  Gran 

Canaria.  .  , _ , 

Then  he  will  have  a  short 
break  before  flying  to  New 
Orleans  for  the  FreeP°£ 
McDermott  Clasnc  a  week 
before  his  firsfreal  challenge, 
the  Masters,  which  he  won  in 

1994. 

oiazabal's  compatriot. 
Severiano  Ballesteros,  uptes 
fe-  first  appear^  dtte 
season  today  in  to  jLhmen- 
sionDatePrtwmmSunQ^ 
part  of  which  will  be  contested 

KTa  course  that  is  dose  to  the 

great  Spaniard’s  heart 

Three  of  the  four  rounds  of 
the  tournament  are  to  be 

played  at  the  Gary  Player 
Country  Club.  wbere  B^es- 
teros  won  the  Million  Dollar 
Challenge  in  1W4.  Nick  P™36* 
Ian  Woasnam  and  the  m-form 
Mark  McNulty,  all  past  win¬ 
ners  at  Sun  City,  are  also  in 

the  field. 

Woosnam.  who  has  made 
an  encouraging  start  to  the 
o^enn.  would  have  been  in 
contention  in  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  Open  last  week  bait  for  a 
75  in  the  second  round.  He 
finished  joint  seventh. 

Greg  Norman,  the  world 
No  1.  wm  be  joining  Odin 
Montgomerie,  the  defending 
champion,  in  the  Dubai 
Desert  Classic  at  the  Emirates 
Club  later  this  month. 
Woosnam,  Ballesteros,  Bern- 
hard  Longer  and  Costantino 
Rooca  are  also  appearing. 


The  flexible 
mortgage  not 

acts  like  a  deposit  ami 
personal  loan  facility} 
for  directors  and  the 
seif  employed 
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%  The  Moneysense  Mortgage  Aocountt 

revolutionary  concept  in  i 
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It  positively  encourages  mortgage  repayment, 
makes  further  borrowing  simpler  at  mortgage  rate  and 
makes  excellent  use  of  spare  funds  paid  into  the 
account  (with  the  guarantee  of  return  of  those  funds  at 
any  time  via  the  MwflZYSENSE™  cheque  book).  In  most 
cases,  details  of  income  will  not  be,  required. 

\burlMWie  isxtrfcritifyoado  notkeep  up  repay- 
mentis  on  a  mortgage  or  other  lean  secured  oa  it 
Suitable  security  and  adequate  life  cover  may  be 
required  by  the  lender.  Full  written  quotation  and 
brochure  on  request 

Contact  Fteedman&  Co.  refts 

Cafl  FREE  on  0500  617151  •  Fax:  01727  840976 
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NO  CONTEST 

Peace  and  harmony  (almost)  on  the  economic  front 


Yesterday’s  quarterly  Inflation  Report  is¬ 
sued  by  the  Bank  of  England  makes  it  dear 
that  the  difference  of  opinion  over  interest 
rates  between  the  Bank  and  die  Chancellor 
is  a  marginal  matter.  Expectations  of  a 
sharp  rise  in  interest  rates  straight  after  die 
election  are  almost  certainly  mfrplaoqri.  As 
Howard  Davies,  the  Bank’s  Deputy  Gov¬ 
ernor  said  in  a  speech  on  Tuesday  night  the 
gap  between  the  two  sides'  judgments  on 
interest  rates  amounts  to  just  one  quarter  of 
a  percentage  point  -  - 

The  Bari's  surprisingly  moderate  report 
also  weakens  the  case  of  those  who  attack 
Mr  Clarke  for  acting  in  an  irresponsibly 
political”  manner  by  refusing  to  raise 
interest  rates  before  the  election.  Whatever 
one  may  think  about  Mr  Clarke’s  true 
motivations,  the  facts  suggest  that  he  hgg 
strong  economic  justifications  for  his  caution 
about  raising  interest  rates  any  further. 

The  Inflation  Report  makes  dear  that  the 
reasons  for  the  disagreement  between  the 
Bank  and  the  Chancellor  are  slight  and  that 
both  sides’  positions  can  be  backed  up  by 
genuine  economic  evidence  and  analysis. 
The  pound  is  becoming  dangerously  strong; 
manufacturing  and  exports  are  not  sharing 
in  die  recovery  in  consumer  spending;  and 
this  recovery  itself  shows  no  signs  of  turning 
into  a  overheated  boom. 

Even  the  sharp  decline  in  unemployment, 
a  welcome  trend  which  continued  with 
yesterday’s  January  figures,  may  not  be  as 
rapid  as  the  figures  suggest  because-  of  the 
introduction  of  the  new  Jobseekers*  Al¬ 
lowance  which  has  taken  tens  of  thousands 
of  people  off  the  register.  All  of  these  factors 
support  the  Chancellor's  decision  to  keep 
monetary  policy  on  hold  until  there  is  more 
evidence  about  the  underlying  strength  of 
consumer  demand,  die  housing  market  and 
the  European  economy,  as  weQ  as  the 
durability  of  the  market's  enthusiasm  for 
sterling. 

The  Bank,  for  its  part,  puts  more  stress  on 
the  rapid  growth  of  die  money  supply,  the 
high  level  of  consumer  confidence,  the 


possible  effects  of  building  society  windfalls 
and  die  tentative  fears  of  higher  wage 
settlements,  although  there  is  little  evidence 
to  back  this  last  concern.  The  Bank’s 
emphasis  is  entirely  understandable.  Its 
mandate  requires  it  to  focus  exclusively  on 
the  danger  of  inflation,  rather  than  taking  a 
fully  balanced  view  about  toe  medium-term 
prospects  for  economic  growth,  employment 
andexports.  . 

In  fact,  a  slightly  more  hawkish  stance  on 
interest  rates  than  toe  one  taken  by  Mr 
Clarke  might  have  been  appropriate,  even 
on  a  broader  view  of  die  national  interest 
than  the  one  taken  by  the'  Bank.  It  can 
.  certainly  be  argued  mat  toe  risks  in  toe 
coming  year  are  skewed  more  towards  an 
unhealthy  boom  than  a  dangerous  economic 
slowdown.  More  importantly,  it  will  be 
easier,  and  more  popular,  for  toe  next 
government  to  take  countervailing  action 
against  a  surprising  economic  slowdown 
than  against  an  unexpected  outbreak  of 
inflationary  fever. 

To  this  limited  extent  Mr  Clarke  can  be 
accused  of  allowing  politics  to  colour  his 
economic  judgment.  His  derision  not  to 
raise  interest  rates  now  certainly  makes  it 
more  likely  that  an  incoming  Labour 
government  will  have  to  raise  interest  rates 
or  taxes,  or  both,  shortly  after  the  election.  It 
is  almost  inconceivable  that  the  next 
Chancellor's  first  act  in  office  will  be  to 
announce  a  cut  in  mortgage  rates. 

Yet  even  the  Bank  believes  that  the 
tightening  of  monetary  policy  that  will  be 
needed  straight  after  the  election  is  Iflcdy  to 
be  "’moderate",  perhaps  just  a  quarter  of  a 
print  and  probably  no  more  than  a  half. 
There  seems  no  imminent  prospect  of  a 
return  to  Britain’s  familiar  boom-bust  cycle. 
There  is  less  danger  than  a  few  months  ago 
of  a  lag  overshooting  by  sterling  and  little 
chance  of  a  sharp  rise  in  interest  rates.  On 
balance,  toe  country  (and  the  Labour  Party) 
should  be  grateful  —  both  for  toe  Bank’s 
vigilance  on  inflation  and  for  the  generally 
sensible  economic  judgment  of  Mr  Clarke. 


GREEN  AT  THE  EDGES 

American  foreign  policy  falls  prey  to  interest  groups — again 


The  US  connection  has  long  been  a  matter  of 
controversy  in  Ulster  politics.  Although 
sometimes  unappreciated  in  Britain,  this 
involvement,  when  deployed  with  care  and 
caution,  has  oftenbeen  constructive.  The 
judicial  chairmanship  of  former  Senator 
George  Mitchell  over  toe  Stormont  talks  is  a 
case  in  point  , That  participation  has  always, 
however,  bean  threatened  by  the  actions  of 
those  who  could  in  no  sense  be  considered 
honest  brokers.  The  combination  of  Nancy 
Soderberg  at  the  National  Security  Council 
and  Ambassador  Jean  Kennedy  Smith  at  toe 
US  Embassy  in  Dublin  has  been  the  chief 
cause  of  such  distress. 

The  evident  desire  of  Madeleine  Albright, 
incoming  US  Secretary  of  State,  to  relocate 
policy  as  far  as  possible  within  her 
department,  is  essential  to  restoring  a 
greater  sense  of  balance  and  hence  a 
broader  scope  of  influence.  Her  willingness 
to  meet  the  Ulster  Secretary,  Sir  Patrick 
Mayhew,  next  week  —  as  her  predecessor 
never  did  —  to  discuss  these  matters.further 
was  entirely  sensible.  It  seems  now  that 
reports  in  Britain  noting  toe  vulnerable 
position  of  Ambassador  Smith  have  caused 
that  meeting  to  be  postponed  in  pique.  This 
outcome  reflects  poorly  both  on  Mrs 
Albright's  political  judgment  and  on  the 
prospects  for  a  flesh  American  approach  to 
Northern  Ireland. 

The  US  Administration  has  been  engaged 
in  a  painful  process  of  reassessment  of 
Ulster.  Resident  Clinton  invested  a  great 
deal  of  personal  political  capital  in  the  peace 
process  and  was  persuaded  that  this 
required  a  particularly  intense  courtship  of 
Sinn  Fein  and  Gerry  Adams.  That  con¬ 
fidence  was  severely  shaken  by  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  IRA  violence,  especially  when  it 
emerged  that  the  preparation  for  this 


outrage  had  been  conducted  just  as  toe 
President  made  his  pleas  for  reconciliation 
from  Belfast  City  Hafl. 

The  White  House  seemed  to  recognise  toe 
source  of  its  embarrassment  Dubious 
advice  had  entered  the  Oval  Office  from 
Anthony  Lake,  his  National  Security  Ad¬ 
viser.  Which  Mr  Clinton  chose  to  grant 
favour  over  counsel  from  toe  State  Depart¬ 
ment  Much  of  that  analysis  came  through 
Ambassador  Smith,  whose  enthusiasm  for 
Gerry  Adams  knew  few  bounds.  Whatever 
limited  hopes  Unionists  might  have  had 
were  shaken  by  her  continual  adoption  of 
republican  symbolism:  her  role  as  an  extra 
in  the  film  Michael  Collins  was  only  toe 
most  crass  example  of  this. 

Washington  needs  to  move  much  closer  to 
toe  stance  taken  by  London  and  Dublin  if  it 
is  to  have  any  positive  part  in  the  piost- 
Docklands  peace  process.  This  in  turn 
requires  the  State  Department  consolidating 
its  hold  on  the  policy. 

Yet  not  only  has  Mrs  Albright  mounted  a 
defence  of  Ambassador  Smith  this  week, 
which  is  her  right,  but  toe  prospective 
deliberations  with  Sir  Patrick  Mayhew  have 
been  dropped  from  consideration.  Whether 
this  reflects  toe  continued  grip  of  the 
Kennedy  dan  over  Mr  Clinton  or  the 
influence  erf  republican  sympathisers  in 
Congress  on  American  diplomats  can  only 
be  a  matter  of  speculation. 

Whatever  the  reason,  it  again  looks  as  if 
American  foreign  policy  is  merely  toe 
outcome  of  a  trial  of  strength  among 
assorted  interest  groups.  If  so,  toe  Unionists 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  trust  toe  United 
States.  Without  such  faith  there  is  little 
purpose  in  any  Washington  departmoit 
attempting  to  exercise  influence  on  Ulster’s 
future. 


THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  THE  FATWA 

Britain  must  now  take  the  lead  against  Tehran 
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Tomorrow  is  toe  eighth  anniversary  of  toe 

-  I  fatm  against  Salman  Rushdie,  and  toe 
1  news  from  Tehran  is  grim.  One  of  the  most 

powerful  members  of  toe  Iranian  d«gy. 

Ayatollah  Sanei.  has  declared  that  thejatwa 
sh  stands  and  that  the  bounty  on  his  head 
will  be  increased,  at  least  temporarily,  to 
$2S  million,  in  order  to  mate  “Muslim  or 
non-Muslim,  induding  Rushdie's  body-  . 
guards”  to  assassinate  toe  author  ot  /Re 

-  Satanic  Verses.  -  ■ 

After  five  years  of  "critical  dialogue"  with 

Tehran,  it  is  time  to  accept  that  the  fatm  is 
>-  unlikely  ever  to  be  revoked  as  long  as  Iran 
remains  a  theocracy  dominated  by  fon- 

-  .damentalist  imams.  There  is  no  sign  from 

•  I  that  quarter  of  toe  compassion  and  mercy. _ 
*  which  are  such  central  conapte  of  Islam 

Ayatollah  Sanei  is  head  of  toe  15  Khordad 
’  foundation,  an  influential  Islamic  organa- 
!  aflon  connected  to  senior  figures  m  the 
Ionian  regime.  President  Rafsanjanrs 
dSnnhat  tte  Ayatollah  and  his  foundation 

n0  more  111211  Private  h*®®  15 

|  wishes  to  disown  the 

.  fatm.  he  has  only  to  say  so,  pubhcly  and 
unambiguously,  and  to  supply  the  written 

•  guarantee  of  Mr  Rushdie’s  safety  which 
■  Britain  has  sought  for  the  pa*  eighty 

But  the  Irani*®  President,  who  is  anyway 


expected  to  lose  office  in  the  elections  next 
My,  has  offered  only  weasel  words. 
Ayatollah  Sanei  also  warned  other  presiden¬ 
tial  candidate  not  to  distance  themselves 
from  xhefatwa  against  Mr  Rushdie.  It  seems 
unlikely  that  any  likely  leader  will  dare  to 
challenge  the  late  Ayatollah  Khomeini’s 
cruel  anathema. 

The  Foreign  Secretary,  Malcolm  Rifldnd, 
has  two  choices:  to  support  the  American 
policy  of  sanctions  against  Iran,  or  to  align 
Britain  with  those  European  partners, 
notably  Germany,  which  have  argued  that 
tough  measures  would  only  strengthen  toe 
hardliners  in  Tehran.  The  bankruptcy  of 
“critical  dialogue”  means  that  toe  option  of 
appeasing  Tehran  by  continuing  -normal 
trade  and  diplomacy  while  the  jatmi  still 
stands  should  now  be  ruled  out 

Sanctions  should  never  be  imposed 
lightly,  but  toe  case  for  solidarity  with 
Washington  against  state-sponsored  Iran¬ 
ian  terrorism  is  now  very  strong.  When  toe 
new  American  Secretary  of  State,  Madeleine 
Albright,  visits  London  next  week,  it  would 
be  a  welcome  gesture,  for  Mr  Rifldnd  to 
announce  that  selective  sanctions  against 
Iran  were  being  actively  considered.  Europe 
is  no  longer  pursuing  a  credible  policy  on  the 
Rushdie  affair.  Nor  is  it  likely  to  do  so  unless 
Britain  offers  to  take  a  lead. 
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Debate  on  PR  and 
‘the  popular  will’ 

From  M  rs  Diana  Maddock,  MP for 
Christchurch  ( Liberal  Democrat) 

Sir.  Contrary  to  your  leading  article’s 
suggestion  (February  10),  the  UberaF 
Democrats  are  not  disappointed  by 
the  Labour  Party's  policy  on  propor¬ 
tional  representation,  since  the  joint 
constitutional  talks  between  us  are 
broad  discussions  seeking  merely  to 
I  see  if  there  is  common  ground  be- 
i  tween  two  parties  who  maintain  dis- 
I  tract  identities  in  this  as  in  other  areas. 

Moreover,  you  have  turned  the  pur- 
1  pose  of  PR  on  its  head  when  you  daira 
i  dial  it  “takes  the  choice  of  government 
out  of  the  hands  of  toe  people".  Surety 
the  whole  case  for  electoral  reform 
rests  on  the  fact  that  under  the  first- 
past-the-post  system  British  govern¬ 
ment  are  consistently  voted  into  com¬ 
fortable  majorities  on  the  hack  of  ap¬ 
proximately  per  cent  of  the  national 
vote? 

In  fact,  toe  electorate  will  be  able  to 
take  a  far  more  hands-on  approach  to 
national  politics  when  we  are  eventu¬ 
ally  aNe  to  elect  a  government  which 
at  least  represents  the  majority  view. 
The  only  people  currently  thwarting 
"the  popular  wflT  are  the  current  ad¬ 
ministration  whose  shaky  mandate  to 
govern  ran  out  long  ago. 

Yours  sincerely, 

DIANA  MADDOCK, 

House  of  Commons. 

February  10.  • 

From  Mr  Richard  Burden,  MPfor 
Birmingham,  Northfield  {Labour) 

Sir,  The  Times  leader’s  forthright  op¬ 
position  to  any  change  in  the  voting 
system  is  shortsighted. 

Outside  Westminster,  I  find  people 
are  deeply  uneasy  about  toe  ritual 
parliamentary  jousting  matches  they 
see  on  their  TV  screens,  about  sensa¬ 
tionalised  press  reporting  and  about 
toe  narrowness  of  political  debate 
which  all  this  produces.  I  find  people 
—  particularly  young  people  —  are 
looking  for  a  new  kind  of  politics  as 
well  as  a  change  of  government.  This 
is  why  1  also  find  there  is  growing  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  Labour's  constitutional 
reform  plans  —  induding  a  referen¬ 
dum  on  the  way  MPs  are  elected. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RICHARD  BURDEN 
(Chair.  Labour  Campaign 
for  Electoral  Reform). 

House  of  Commons. 

February  10. 

From  Mr  Chris  Lowry 

Sir.  Your  leading  article  refers  to  toe 
“weakness  of  the  case  for  proportional 
representation”  and  cites  the  example 
of  New  Zealand  where  “the  popular 
will  was  thwarted"  as  a  result  of  PR. 

Opponents  of  PR  more  often  speak 
of  “strong  government”  in  defence  of 
the  first-past-the-post  system  though, 
oddly,  this  argument  has  been  usoJ 
less  frequently  since  the  last  dection. 
It  is  hue  that  very  strong  forms  of  gov¬ 
ernment  —  strong  enough  to  provide 
foil  employment  and  build  powerful 
armies  —  can  be  sustained  by  dispen¬ 
sing  with  the  messy  business  of  demo¬ 
cracy  altogether. 

But  if  fairness  is  the  consideration, 
then  surely  only  PR  is  acceptable. 
That  Tony  Blair  appears  “unper¬ 
suaded"  of  toe  case  for  reform  merely 
exposes  his  cynicism:  only  the  current 
system  could  give  his  party  absolute 
sovereignty. 

Yours  sincerely. 

CHRIS  LOWRY. 

21  Philipsburgb  Avenue,  Dublin  3. 
February  10. 


Hindley’s  remorse 

From  Mr  Stanley  Best 

Sir,  Although  we  must  still  recoil  with 
horror  from  toe  deeds  of  Myra  Hind- 
ley,  surely  it  is  not;  as  Mrs  Deborah 
Stevens  suggests  (letter,  February  7). 
whether  Myra  Hindley’s  “realisation 
of  the  enormity  of  her  crime  would 
preclude  her  ever  considering  herself 
worthy  of  release",  but  whether  so¬ 
ciety  in  the  person  of  the  Home  Secre¬ 
tary,  Michael  Howard,  is  entitled  to 
predude  her  case  from  consideration 
by  the  Parole  Board  from  time  to  time, 
a  right  enjoyed  by  all  prisoners. 

We  should  not.  as  Michael  Howard 
has  done,  prejudge  the  issue.  Ven¬ 
geance  must  not  be  allowed  to  replace 
justice  in  this  country,  however 
strongly  we  fed. 

Yours  faithfully, 

STANLEY  BEST. 

Glebe  Cottage. 

Broadwoodkelly.  Winkleigh,  Devon. 
February  9. 


Highly  popular 

From  Mr  Bob  Clough-Parker 

Sir.  hi  toe  entertaining  Diary  item 
about  the  arrangements  for  Jessica. 
MfrfortTs  manorial  service  (February 
8)  it  is  stated  that  “invitations  are 
being  ant  to  600  dose  friends”.  Ad¬ 
mittedly  the  Mitford  sisters  were  ec¬ 
centrically  gregarious,  but  I  find  this 
figure  somewhat  high. 

I’ve  got  13  dose  friends  —  and  even 
so,  five  of  them  would  not  want  to  ad¬ 
mit  to  being  so. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BOB  CLOUGH-PARKER. 

85  TarvinRoad,  Boughton,  Chester. 


Not  so  happy  with  Church  clappies  Data  on  prostate 
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From  the  Chaplain  of 
Bailiol  College.  Oxford 

Sir.  No  one  should  be  surprised  that  a 
host  of  senior  churchmen  stood  ready 
to  criticise  Lord  Runde  for  suggesting 
that  “happy-dappy"  services  may  not 
hasten  toe  arrival  of  the  Kingdom  (re¬ 
port,  February  10).  The  real  problem 
is  not  in  what  they  are  willing  to  allow 
but  with  wtiat  they  will  not  allow  (or  at 

least  not  encourage). 

It  would  be  an  answer  to  prayer  if 
some  of  the  bishops  who  truly  value 
the  Church  of  England  as  a  liberal  in¬ 
stitution  and  a  broad  Church  express¬ 
ed  concern  hr  the  not  insignificant 
number  of  faithful  and  though  tin!  lay 
men  and  women  who  feel  themselves 
disenfranchised  in  the  parish  by  the 
almost  complete  abandonment  by  toe 
clergy' of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

They  yet  number  in  thousands  and 
carry  in  the  heart  and  imagination  a 
great  sense  of  sadness  for  the  loss  of 
something  truly  beautiful  and  sub¬ 
stantial.  I  count  myself  as  one  of  them. 

Yours  sincerely. 

H.  D.  DUPREE, 

Chaplain. 

Bailiol  College.  Oxford. 

February  JO. 

From  Mr  John  Ewington 

Sir,  Lord  R unde’s  remarks  were  time¬ 
ly  and  foil  erf  wisdom. 

One  of  the  greatest  mistakes  made 
by  the  Church  was  the  decision  by  the 
Synod’s  trendy,  so-called  liturgical 
scholars  in  toe  Sixties  to  bring  out 
modem  vernacular  liturgies  which 
were  going  to  fill  our  churches  with 
young  people  who,  apparently,  did 
not  understand  toe  archaic  language 
and  dated  theology  of  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer. 

Much  of  toe  trouble  stems  from  our 
theological  colleges,  where,  against  all 
the  rules,  the  Book  of  Common  flayer 
is  scarcely,  if  ever,  used  as  a  vehicle  for 


Paying  for  legal  aid 

From  the  President  of  the  Law  Society 

Sir.  You  report  (February  5)  on  propo¬ 
sals  by  tiie  Legal  Aid  Board  for  law¬ 
yers  to  foot  the  bill  in  unsuccessful 
legal  aid  cases.  The  board  foils  to 
make  it  dear  that  lawyers  already  re¬ 
ceive  lower  fees  in  losing  cases.  It  is 
now  seeking  to  blame  lawyers  for  its 
own  failure  to  manage  toe  legal  aid 
scheme  properly.  It  is  the  Legal  Aid 
Board  which  derides  which  cases 
should  be  funded,  not  the  lawyers  in¬ 
volved-  Ft  needs  to  put  its  own  house  in 
order. 

The  Law  Society  made  proposals 
two  years  ago  to  control  very  expen¬ 
sive  cases  and  to  weed  out  unmeritor- 
ious  cases.  We  put  forward  a  number 
of  other  proposals  to  improve  value 
for  money  in  legal  aid.  These  con¬ 
structive  proposals  were  intended  to 


Holocaust  denial 

From  the  Dean  of 
Merton  College,  Oxford 

Sir.  It  was  probably  right  to  make  de¬ 
nial  of  Nazi  mass  murder  a  criminal 
offence  in  Germany  (letters.  February 
5  and  II).  The  German  Basic  Law  of 
1949  guaranteed  freedom  of  faith  and 
opinion,  of  speech  and  toe  press,  but 
with  the  proviso  that  those  who  mis¬ 
use  their  freedom  to  undermine  free 
democratic  order  must  lose  that  free¬ 
dom. 

Hitler  had  boasted:  “1  have  destroy¬ 
ed  toe  democrats  wito  their  own 
folly.  “  That  was  not  to  happen  again. 
Hence  the  prohibition  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  as  unconstitutional  in 
1956,  and  a  continued  willingness  to 
legislate  against  Nazi  revivalism. 

It  is  not  right  for  Britain  today. 
These  denials  are  detestable,  as  was 
toe  behaviour  of  toe  British  fellow- 
travellers  who  in  Stalin’s  time  denied 
his  purges,  and  of  those  who  later 
waved  Mao’s  little  red  book  while  he 
was  encompassing  toe  deaths  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  his  countrymen.  But  as  long 
as  such  behaviour  presents  no  serious 
danger  to  this  country,  wito  its  long 
and  happy  history  of  slowly  broaden¬ 
ing  freedom,  it  deserves  wily  con¬ 
tempt.  not  toe  intervention  of  toe  law. 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOMAS  BRAUN 
(Dean  and  Tutor 
in  Ancient  History), 

Merton  College,  Oxford. 

February  11. 


Gibraltar  precedent 

From  Sir  Roger  du  Boulay 

Sir,  I  entirely  agree  with  Mr  Andrew 
Stuart  (letter,  February  I)  that  a  consti¬ 
tutional  condominium  is  exponential¬ 
ly  more  inefficient  than  a  single  au¬ 
thority.  However,  I  must  take  issue 
with  his  assertion  that  toe  wily  thing 
toe  British  and  French  could  agree  on. 
when  jointly  governing  the  New  He¬ 
brides  in  the  1970s,  was  which  side  of 
the  road  to  drive  on. 

That  may  have  been  true  in  his  day 
(1978-80):  my  own  experience  was  that 
toe  French  could  be  persuaded  to 
agree  with  us  (and  on  occasion  we 
with  them),  provided  both  sides  tried 
hard  enough,  on  the  ground  and  back 
in  Paris  and  London. 

Most  significantly,  toe  French 
agreed  wito  us  that  the  time  had  come 
to  accede  to  the  local  popular  de¬ 
mands  for  independence  and  disman¬ 
tle  toe  absurdities  of  toe  condomin¬ 
ium.  They  thought  more  in  terms  of 
managing  (rather  than  manipulating 
or  ignoring)  the  demand  —  our  policy 


worship.  Thus  deprived,  toe  preach¬ 
ers  cannot  possibly  be  teadiers  and  so 
the  faith  is  watered  down. 

As  the  Venerable  George  Austin 
said  at  a  recent  Anglo-Catholic  festival 
fin  Cornwall:  “If  you  water  down  the 
frith,  then  the  people  will  go  over  the 
road  to  toe  pub.  where  they  are  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  waier  anything  down."  In 
many  cases  that  fa  exactly  where  the 
people  have  gone. 

],  for  one,  hope  that  for  the  millen¬ 
nium,  our  Church  wifi  bring  back  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  as  the  source 
book  for  toe  main  service  of  the  day  on 
Sundays.  Let  all  these  experimental 
liturgies  be  used  on  weekdays  or  for 
special  services  and  let  us  restore  to 
our  services  a  little  of  the  dignity  and 
mystety  which  used  to  surround  our 
worship.  Then  we  shall  see  the  youn¬ 
ger  members,  together  with  those  who 
have  felt  alienated  from  the  church 
that  they  loved  and  in  whose  bosom 
they  were  nurtured,  return  to  the  fold. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  EWINGTON 
(General  Secretary, 

Guild  of  Church  Musicians), 

Hill  brow.  Godstone  Road. 
Blechingley,  Surrey. 

February  9. 

From  Mrs  M.  Clulow 

Sir,  You  report  today  that  some  clergy 
believe  Lord  Runde  to  be  “out  of  touch 
with  popular  views”  —  pity  help  us  if 
popularity  has  become  the  arbiter  of 
what  is  right 

It  seems  to  have  been  unnoticed  that 
Lord  Runde  was  not  saying  that  there 
should  have  been  no  change  —  only 
that  it  has  grate  too  for.  He’s  right. 

Well  said  Lord  Runde! 

Yours  sincerely, 

M.  CLULOW, 

99  St  Andrews  Road. 

Bebington,  WirraJ,  Merseyside. 
February  10. 


tackle  the  real  problems  of  the  scheme 
so  that  legal  aid  could  be  both  more  af¬ 
fordable  and  more  widely  available, 
but  the  Government’s  White  Paper, 
published  last  summer,  missed  toe 
opportunity  to  improve  the  scheme  in 
that  way. 

Sinoe  the  publication  of  the  White 
Paper  we  have  seen  a  flurry  of  head¬ 
lines  canvassing  ill-toought-out  ideas 
to  control  legal  aid  in  panic  response 
to  individual  cases.  It  is  high  time  the 
Legal  Aid  Board  and  toe  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  worked  together  with  consumer 
groups  and  toe  Law  Society  to  im¬ 
prove  toe  way  legal  aid  operates, 
rather  than  indulging  in  crude  law¬ 
yer-bashing. 

Yours  faithfully. 

TONY  GIRUNG, 

President  The  Law  Society, 

113  Chancery  Lane.  WC2. 

February  5. 


Burrell  bequest 

From  Major  F.  N.  L  Chapman 

Sir.  Lf,  as  suggested  by  toe  Director  of 
Glasgow's  museums  and  art  galleries 
in  his  letter  of  February  6  (see  also  let¬ 
ters.  February  8  and  10].  one  can  spec¬ 
ulate  upon  what  Sir  William  Burrell 
would  have  wanted  to  happen  to  his 
collection  in  changing  circumstances, 
and  then  deride  upon  the  basis  of  that 
speculation  to  do  something  quite  con¬ 
trary  to  the  donor's  written  wishes, 
then  tiie  consequence  can  only  be  to 
deter  future  philanthropists  from 
leaving  anything  to  museums. 

As  it  is.  many  bequests  tie  unseen  by 
toe  public  in  museum  storerooms: 
most  of  the  second  finest  collection  of 
Kakiemon  porcelain  I  know  is  not  on 
public  view,  yet  it  is  in  a  museum. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  treasures  in 
our  museums  and  it  may  well  be  bet¬ 
ter  for  future  donors  to  ensure  in  their 
wills  that  those  things  th^r  wish  to  be 
preserved  and  seen  and  loved  be  sold 
by  public  auction  and  the  money 
raised  be  given  to  help  the  poor  and 
needy. 

By  so  doing  they  wfll  achieve  a 
double  good,  first  by  toe  widespread 
dispersal  of  tiseir  possessions  amongst 
people  who  can  afford  them  and  look 
after  them  properly,  and  secondly  by 
doing  a  great  social  good. 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRANK  L  CHAPMAN. 

The  Old  Surgery.  Gloucester  Street, 
Painswkk,  Gloucestershire. 

February  7. 


was  to  accede  to  it  flrench  reserva¬ 
tions  about  timing  and  method,  and 
maybe  even  the  shape  of  the  ultimate 
product,  were  foreseeable.  It  is  a  pity 
that  more  effective  account  was  not  ta¬ 
ken  of  them  in  toe  run-up  to  indepen¬ 
dence. 

As  you  point  out  in  your  leading  ar¬ 
ticle  of  February  3,  in  Gibral  tar  there 
is  no  popular  demand  for  indepen¬ 
dence.  quite  the  contrary.  Our  belief  in 
the  right  of  people  to  choose  for  them¬ 
selves  is  as  fundamental  and  cherish¬ 
ed  as  the  Spanish  belief  in  their  sover¬ 
eignty  over  Gibraltar  and  any  agree¬ 
ment  hammered  out  by  diplomats  or 
politicians  in  sudt  circumstances 
would  be  riddled  wito  reservations. 

That  does  not  excuse  us  from  trying. 
But  the  lesson  from  the  past  is  to 
retain  a  high  degree  of  scepticism. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROGER  du  BOULAY 
(British  Resident  Commissioner. 

New  Hebrides.  1973-75), 

Anstey  House, 

Nr  Buntingford.  Hertfordshire. 
February  3. 


cancer  screening 

From  Professor  Sir  Miles  Irving 

Sir,  There  wall  be  few  doctors  in  the 
United  Kingdom  who  are  not  aware 
of  toe  recent  moves  towards  provision 
of  evidence-based  medical  practice,  in 
which  advice  to  patients  on  their  man¬ 
agement  is  based  upon  thorough,  crit¬ 
ical  analysts  of  toe  existing  scientific 
data  about  their  condition. 

Such  an  analysis  was  the  basis  of 
toe  NHS  Health  Technology  Pro¬ 
gramme  advice  on  prostate  cancer  (re¬ 
port,  February  7),  which  was  based  on 
two  independently  undertaken  sys¬ 
tematic  reviews  erf  the  evidence.  The 
two  reviews  reached  a  remarkable  de¬ 
gree  of  agreement  about  the  futility  of 
screening  for  prostate  cancer  in  our 
present  state  of  knowledge,  and  the 
absence  of  any  evidence  of  benefit 
from  either  radical  prostatectomy  or 
radiotherapy  over  a  policy  of  watchful 
waiting.  Such  conclusions  matched 
those  of  similar  reports  from  the  USA 
Canada  and  Europe. 

It  was  therefore  disappointing  that 
the  Cancer  Research  Campaign 
should  read  by  immediately  contra¬ 
dicting  some  of  the  findings  by  quot¬ 
ing  from  a  fad  sheet  issued  in  1994, 
which  has  not  been  updated.  Such 
statements  can  only  cause  confusion 
amongst  men  concerned  about  pros¬ 
tate  cancer  arid-wanting  toe  best  pos¬ 
sible  advice. 

Men  are  entitled  to  ask  the  CRC  on 
what  evidence  their  statement  is  made 
and  they  can  contrast  tr  with  the  infor¬ 
mation  provided  in  the  two  bulletins 
on  the  tope,  one  for  doctors  and  one 
for  patients,  distributed  to  all  general 
practitioners  in  the  United  Kingdom 
by  the  NHS  Centre  for  Reviews  and 
Dissemination.  These  summarise  the 
findings  of  our  commissioned  reviews 
biased  upon  an  exacting  and  up-to- 
date  analysts  of  all  published  evi¬ 
dence.  copes  of  which  can  be  pur¬ 
chased. 

Yours  sincerely. 

MILES  IRVING. 

Professor  of  Surgery, 

The  University  of  Manchester. 
Department  erf  Surgery. 

Clinical  Sciences  Building, 

Hope  Hospital, 

Salford,  Greater  Manchester. 
February  7. 


NHS  ’waiting  lists 

From  Mr  C.  B.  T.  Adams,  FRCS 

Sir.  For  22  years  I  had  no  appreciable 
waiting  list  Three  years  ago  the  local 
health  authority  purchasers  told  the 
consultants  of  toe  neurosurgery  de¬ 
partment  to  create  a  six-month  wait¬ 
ing  list  for  those  patients  with  (often 
very  severe)  sciatic  pain.  The  hospital 
business  manager  told  us  to  do  the 
same  because,  if  we  had  no  waiting 
list,  we  would  have  no  stick  to  beat  the 
purchasers  with.  Recently  toe  Berk¬ 
shire  purchasers  have  told  us  six 
months  is  too  short  a  wait  for  these  pa¬ 
tients. 

We  have  repeatedly  suggested  that 
toe  purchasers  and  GPs  inform  the 
public  of  their  derision,  but  they  al¬ 
ways  refuse,  leaving  us  to  cope  with 
frustrated  patients  and  GPs. 

May  1  suggest  a  new  government 
makes  it  an  obligation  for  purchasers 
to  publish  these  edicts  that  affect  pro¬ 
vision  of  health  services,  including 
waiting  lists.  This  would  make  the 
purchasers  accountable  to  toe  public, 
which  they  are  not  at  the  moment. 
Secondly  it  would  cost  nothing. 

Yours  sincerely. 

C.  B.  T.  ADAMS 
(Consultant  Neurosurgeon), 

Raddiffe  Infirmary  NHS  Trust, 
Woodstock  Road,  Oxford. 


Election  promises 

From  Dr  A.  W.  F.  Edwards 

Sir,  “The  danger  is  that  the  attitude 
struck  by  the  politicians  to  win  votes 
will  be  carried  over  into  government" 
according  to  Mr  Michael  Strauss  and 
other  members  of  the  EU  Economic 
and  Social  Committee.  Brussels  (let¬ 
ter.  February  10). 

Dangerous  idea  indeed,  democracy. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  W.  F.  EDWARDS. 

Nickersons.  High  Street 
Barton,  Cambridge. 

February  IO. 


Discorde? 

From  Mr  Charles  Hill 

Sir,  I  spent  more  time  frying  (unsuc¬ 
cessfully)  to  telephone  BA’s  E10  Con¬ 
corde  offer  line  than  toe  flight  would 
have  taken  to  get  to  New  York. 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  HILL. 

Stable  House, 

Tabbits  Hill,  Corfe  Castle.  Dorset 
February  1Z 


Ail  the  trimmings 

From  Mr  Matthew  Charles  Lee 

Sir,  I  was  shocked  to  discover  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Director-General  of  the 
Prison  Service,  the  cost  of  a  British 
police  cell  for  one  night  is  up  to  £300 
(report,  February  II).  Does  this  in¬ 
dude  morning  coffee  and  a  compli¬ 
mentary  copy  of  The  Time s?  That 
really  would  mate  it  seem  consider¬ 
ably  better  value. 

Yours, 

MATT  LEE, 

221  Taft  Hall,  University  of  Illinois, 
Champaign.  Illinois  6)820. 


**  •••  ■ 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  FEBRUAg^j^! 


COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
February  J£  Mr  CJuisiophex  Meyer 
was  received  in  audience  by  The 
Queen  and  kfesto  hands  upon  his 
appointment  as  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  to  the  Federal  Republic 
oi  Germany. 

The  Lord  Clydesmuir  was  received 
by  The  Queen  and  delivered  up  the 
Insignia  of  the  Order  of  die  Thjsjk 
worn  by  his  lather,  the  lac  Lord 

Gydesmuir. 

His  Excellency  Dam  Kassim  Daud 
and  Dana  LatiFah  Yaakub  were 
received  in  farewell  audience  by  Her 
Majesty  and  took  leave  upon  His 
Excefiency  relinquishing  his  appoint¬ 
ment  as  High  Commissioner  for 
Brunei  Darussalam  in  London, 

The  Queen  held  a  Council  at  12.40 
p.rn. 

There  were  present  The  Rt  Hon 
Antony  Newicei  MP  (Lord  President), 
the  Ear)  Feriers  (Minister  of  State. 
Department  of  the  Environment],  the 


ister  of  Sots,  Home  Office). 

Lord  CuDen.  Mr  David  Davis  MP. 
Mr  Eric  Rnrth  MP.  Mr  Michael  Jack 
MP.  Sir  Dam  McCollum,  the  Hon 
Sir  Angus  Ogflvy  and  Miss  Ann 
Widdeoombe  MP  wore  sworn  in  as 
Members  of  Her  Majesty*  Most 
Honourable  Wvy  Council 

Mr  Nigel  NichoUs  was  in  atten¬ 
dance  os  Clerk  of  the  CoundL 

The  Rt  Hon  Antony  Newton  MP 
had  an  audience  of  Her  Majesty 
before  (he  CoundL 

Tbc  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  President 
and  Honorary  Life  Fellow,  Royal 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts.  Manufactures  and  Commerce, 
this  afternoon  hdd  a  President* 
Forum  at  Buckingham  Palace. 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 

February'  l*  Yhe  Duke  of  York  this 

morning  visited  the  Montserrat  Vol¬ 
cano  Observatory. 

His  Royal  Highness  later  visited 
Salem  Primary  School. 

The  Duke  of  York  today  attended  a 
Reception  given  by  the  Chief  Minister 
(Mr  Bertrand  Osborne)  for  non¬ 
governmental  organisation  and  the 
Council  of  Christian  Churches  at  the 
Vue  Puma:  Hold.  Old  Tcmne. 

Has  Royal  Highness  this  afternoon 
visited  Montserrat  Secondary  School. 
Salon  Campus. 

The  Duke  of  York  afterwards 
visited  the  Salem  Catholic  Church 
Shelter. 

His  Royal  Highness  later  visited 


Salem  Park  and  conferred  the  tide 
Royal  upon  the  Montserrat  Defence 
Fork. 

The  Duke  of  York  this  evening 
attended  a  Reception  at  Govemrecsn 
House  for  the  Royal  Montserrat 
Defence  Force,  the  Royal  Montserrat 
Pdicc  Force  and  other  organisations 
involved  jn  disaster  relief. 

His  Royal  Highness  later  attended 
a  Dinner  given  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  at  Vue  Pointe  Hotel.  Old 
Twvne. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
February  12  The  Princess  Royal 
President.  The  Princess  Royal  Trust 
for  Carers,  this  morning  opened 
Barnet  Carers  Centre.  I  Castle  Mews, 
Castle  Road,  and  attended  a  Recep¬ 
tion  at  Torrington  Park  Health 
Centre,  Id  Torrington  park.  North 
Finchley.  London  N12. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  President, 
British  Knitting  and  Clothing  Export 
CoundL  this  afternoon  visited 
DoUugrand,  419  Finchley  Road, 
London  NW3. 

The  Princess  Royal.  President. 
Royal  Yachting  .Association,  later 
attended  a  Council  Meeting  at  the 
Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club.  60 
Knights  bridge.  London  SWT. 

Her  Royal  Highness  this  evening 
attended  the  Nobd  Laureates  Dinner 
to  mark  the  award  of  the  1996  Nobd 
Prize  for  Chemistry  to  Sir  Harold 
Kioto  at  the  Royal  Sod tty.  Carlton 
House  Terrace.  London  SWL 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
February  12.  The  Prince  of  Wales. 
Ftitron.  the  Almshouse  Association, 
today  attended  a  Luncheon  at  St 
James*  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness.  President 
The  Prince*  Trust,  this  afternoon 
visited  the  Westminster  Accommoda¬ 
tion  and  Leaving  Care  Scheme  a ad 
met  stall  and  young  people  who 
recently  left  care. 

The  Prince  of  Wales.  President, 
-afterwards  attended  a  Seminar 
organised  by  The  Prince*  Trust  at  the 
Department  of  Health  on  advising 
young  people  leaving  care. 

His  Royal  Highness,  President 
this  evening  conferred  an  Honorary 
Doctorate  upon  Monsieur  Pierre 
Boulez  at  the  Rcryai  College  of  Music. 
Prince  Consort  Road.  London  SW7. 
YORK  HOUSE. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
February  12:  The  Duke  of  Kent 
President,  the  Football  Association, 
this  afternoon  attended  a  Reception 
given  by  the  Prime  Minister,  at  10 
Downing  Street.  London  SWL 


Royal  engagements  Reception 


The  Queen  will  present  The  Queen* 
Anniversary  Prizes  for  higher  and 
further  education  at  Buckingham 
Phlacr  at  ILOO.  Later  the  Queen  and 
the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  wui  hold  a 
reception  for  ihe  prizewinners. 

Die  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  as  Patron  of 
the  Welsh  Cricket  Association,  will 
attend  a  dinner  at  the  Marriott  Hotel. 
Swansea,  at  730. 

The  Princess  Royal,  as  Chancellor  of 
London  University,  will  attend  a 
presentation  ccieiuony  at  (he  Bar¬ 
bican  at  215;  and  will  attend  a 
reception  for  external  students  at 
Senate  House.  Mata  Street,  WCL  at 
6.15. 

The  Duke  of  Kou  will  be  present  at 
Buckingham  Palace  when  the  Queen 
presents  The  Queen*  Anniversary 
Frizes  for  higher  and  Anther  edu¬ 
cation  at  10.45;  and  will  be  tite  guest  of 
honour  at  a  dinner  at  Guildhall  at 
630. 


Prime  Minister 

The  Duke  of  Kent.  President  of  the 
Football  Association,  attended  a 
reception  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister  yesterday  at  10  Downing 
Street  to  mark  the  success  of  Euro 
96  and  to  show  support  for  (he 
Football  Association's  bid  to  host 
the  World  Cup  in  2006  and  the 
England  team,  in  advance  of  their 
World  Cup  qualifier  against  Italy 
at  Wembley. 

Pouters’  Company 

The  following  have  been  elected 
officers  of  the  Poulterer  Company 
for  the  ensuing  year 
Maszer.  Mr  T.G.  Harris;  Upper 
Warden.  Mr  RJ.C  Gilpin;  Renter 
Warden.  Mr  C.R.S.  Link. 


Birthdays  today 


Mr  Michael  Attenborough,  prin¬ 
cipal  associate  director.  Royal 
Shakespeare  Company.  47;  Dr 
D.V.  Atterton.  chairman. 
Guinness  Mahon  Holdings.  70: 
Mr  David  Banks,  editorial  direc¬ 
tor.  Mirror  Group  Newspapers, 
49:  Miss  Caroline  BfeJqston.  ac¬ 
tress.  64;  Mr  Liam  Brady,  former 
football  manager.  41;  Professor 
Derek  Burke,  framer  VfceChan- 
ceftor.  University  of  East  Anglia. 
67;  Earl  Cadogan.  S3;  Dr  JJP. 
Cktyian,  former  Apothecary  to 
HM  Household  at  Windsor.  76; 
Miss  M  E.  Collins,  former  ma~ 
tron-in-chiet.  QARNNS,  70;  Mr 
Gareth  Davies,  chairman, 
Glynwed  Intematiooal.  67;  Rear- 
Admiral  1.  Phillip  Edwards.  Emer¬ 
itus  Fellow  and  Development 


Director.  Wadham  College,  Ox- 
Bard.  70;  Professor  Janet  Finch. 
Vice-Chancellor.  Kede  University. 
51;  Baroness  Flather.  63;  Dr  D.G. 
Hessayon.  horticultural  and  agri¬ 
cultural  author,  69;  Professor  Lord 
Lewis  of  Newnham.  FRS.  69:  Lord 
LovaL  20;  Mr  John  McAIiion.  MP. 
49;  Mr  Gordon  McMaster.  MP. 
37;  Lord  Manners.  74;  Mr  Colin 
Matthews,  composer.  51;  (he  Earl 
of  Moray,  69:  Miss  Kim  Novak, 
actress,  64:  Mr  Leonard  Fascce. 
cricketer.  47:  Lord  Peyton  oTYeoviL 
78;  Lord  Pym.  75:  Mr  Oliver  Reed, 
actor.  59;  Miss  Margaretta  Scott, 
actress,  85:  Mr  George  Segal  actor, 
63;  M  Jean-Jaajues  Servan- 
Sdirriber.  author  and  politician.  73; 
Dr  Donald  Sykes,  former  Principal 
Mansfield  College.  Oxford,  67. 


Architects  put  their  winning  designs  on  show 

Lottery 
cash  for 
modest 
projects 


By  Marcus  Binney 

ARCHITECTURE 

CORRESPONDENT 

NEVER  again  can  you  com¬ 
plain  that  the  National  Lot¬ 
tery  is  failing  to  produce 
imaginative  useful  buildings 
for  worthy  causes. 

Picking  Winners,  a  new 
exhibition  at  die  Royal  Insti¬ 
tute  of  British  Architects, 
shows  a  training  centre  for  the 
spindly  injured  by  Sir  Nor¬ 
man  Foster,  a  new  county 
cricket  ground  by  Sir  Michael 
Hopkins,  smart  new  finalities 
for  sailing,  rowing,  diving, 
dramatic  art,  pop  and  com¬ 
munity  theatre  in  places  as 
varied  as  Crewkeme,  Cum¬ 
bernauld  and  Armagh. 

These  are  not  the  grand 
slam  projects  supported  by 
the  Millennium  Commission, 
but  more  modest  schemes 
funded  by  the  Sports  Council 
and  Arts  Council  some  of 
them  giving  young  architects 
their  first  important  commis¬ 
sions  and  providing  numer¬ 
ous  dubs  and  voluntary 
organisations  with  a  chance 
to  expand  or  bnild  new 
premises. 

Topping  the  bill  is  Michael 
Hopkins’  project  for  a  new 
Hampshire  county  cricket 
ground  at  Easdei^i.  In  the 
form  of  an  elliptical  arena 
that  is  almost  as  striking  as 
the  famous  Avebury  stone 
circle. 

Bill  Taylor,  the  project  ar¬ 
chitect,  says  “Strange  to  say 
there  are  no  set  dimensions 
for  cricket  grounds.  Most 
have  simply  evolved  over 
time,  buying  patches  of  land 
as  they  became  available. 
Hampshire  wanted  to  main¬ 
tain  the  intimacy  of  their 
existing  ground.  They  also 
have  a  policy  of  encouraging 
spin  bowlers  so  the  field  has 
to  be  large  enough  to  tempt 
the  batsman  to  strike  out 
while  letting  the  bowler  fed 
he  has  still  got  a  chance.” 

The  precise  dimensions  of 
the  ellipse  have  been  deter- 


Lecture 

Institution  of  Mechanical 
Engineers 

Mr  Yiddnori  Nakamura,  the 
Managing  Director  of  Nissan* 
European  Technology  Centre,  and 
his  Deputy.  Mr  lan  Milbura.  last 
night  presented  the  James  Clayton 
Manorial  Lecture,  at  the  Institu¬ 
tion  of  Mechanical  Engineers 
(IMechE)  in  London. 

Professor  Ernest  Shannon. 
President,  was  in  the  chair,  at  an 
ordinary  meeting  heW  afterwards. 


Daffodil  Ball 

The  first  Daffodil  Ball  in  aid  of 
■  Marie  Curie  Cancer  Care  wQl  be 
held  at  the  Savoy  on  Wednesday, 
March  19.  for  further  information 
telephone  0171-201-2376. 


Meeting 

The  Foreign  Press  Association 
in  London 

Senor  Alberto  Fujimori.  President 
of  Peru,  addressed  members  of  the 
Foreign  Press  Association  in 
London  on  Tuesday  at  their  head¬ 
quarters  at  II  Carlton  House 
Un-race, 


Michael  Hopkins*  striking  project  for  a  new  Hampshire  county  cricket  ground 

mined  by  the  need  for  20 
parallel  three-metre  wide 
pitches  which  can  be  used  in 
turn  throughout  the  season. 

The  surrounding  earth  bund 
not  only  provides  raised  seat¬ 
ing  for  spectators  but  w£Q 
shield  noise  from  the  nearby 
M2?. 

Mr  Taylor  continues:  “It 
wfll  take  four  years  to  achieve 
the  perfect  turf  and  as  the 
new  ground  is  being  created 
on  a  sloping  site,  we  have  to 
be  absolutely  sure  there  wffl 
be  no  settlement1"  The  £15 
million  new  ground  and 
grandstand  will  open  in  2001- 

In  Docklands,  east 
London,  the  Royal  Albert 

Dock  Rowing  Chib  has  won  ,  ..  . 

E&8  million  from  the  Sports  Ian  Ritchie’s  dramatic  design  for  a  boat  and 
Council  towards  lengthening  clubhouse  for  the  Royal  Albert  Dock  Rowing  Club 
the  dock  to  form  an  Olympic  _ 

standard  2km  course,  suit-  adapted  by  Circus  limited  to  with  spinal  injuries.  In  St 

able  for  Britain’s  2008  Olym-  serve  as  a  touring  cinema  for  deriand  Andy  Gollifer, 

pk  bid.  Scotland’s  Highlands  and  Is-  young  architect,  has  won  1 

The  new  boat  and  dub-  lands.  The  sides  open  up  to  first  major  commission  fo 

house  designed  by  the  aithi-  triple  the  number  of  seats.  national  glass  centre,  whik 

tea  Ian  Ritchie  will  stand  For  the  Royal  National  Surrey,  Robin  Snell,  1 

beside  the  finishing  line  and  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at  project  architect  J 

has  a  dramatically  pointed  Stanmore.  west  London.  Sir  Glyndebourne  Opera  Hou 

prow.  Inside  it  wOl  house  a  Norman  Foster  has  designed  is .  designing  a  new  fab; 

hundred  boats  and  contain  a  an  elegant  new  sports  and  roofed  glass  pavilion 
practice  tank  for  a  racing  leisure  centre  which  will  be  Surrey  Institute  of  Art  a 
eight,”  says  Mr  Ritchie,  used  to  train  people  with  Design.  The  message  to  evi 
There  win  be  a  clubhouse,  disabilities  to  become  sports  voluntary  organisation 

gym  and  accommodation  for  centre  managers.  This  is  simple  —  go  for  it 

visiting  oarsmen.  being  commissioned  by  .4s-  Picking  Winners  is  at  ’ 

One  of  tire  more  unusual  pine,  a  charily  which  works  RIBA.  66  Portland  Pla 
projects  is  a  juggernaut  Jorty  to  rehabilitate  people  London  WL  till  March  & 


adapted  by  Circus  limited  to 
serve  as  a  touring  cinema  for 
Scotland’s  Highlands  and  Is¬ 
lands.  The  sides  open  up  to 
triple  the  number  of  seats. 

For  the  Royal  National 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  at 
Stanmore,  west  London.  Sir 
Norman  Foster  has  designed 
an  elegant  new  sports  and 
leisure  centre  which  win  be 
used  to  train  people  with 
disabilities  to  become  sports 
centre  managers.  This  is 
being  commissioned  by  .As¬ 
pire,  a  charity  which  works 
to  rehabilitate  people 


with  spinal  injuries.  In  Sun¬ 
derland  Andy  Gollifer,  a 
young  architect  has  won  his 
first  major  commission  for  a 
national  glass  centre.  whOe  in 
Surrey,  Robin  Snell,  the 
project  architect  for 
Glyndebourne  Opera  House; 
is  designing  a  new  fabric- 
roofed  glass  pavilion  for 
Surrey  Institute  of  Art  and 
D«ign.  The  message  toevety 
voluntary  organisation  is 
simple  —  go  for  it 
Picking  Winners  is  at  tire 
RIBA.  66  Portland  Place, 
London  WL  till  March  8. 


Church  news 


Appointments 

The  Rev  Ray  Adams,  Team  Vicar. 
St  John*.  Haydon  Wide  to  be  also 
Rural  Dean  of  Criddade  (Bristol). 
The  Rev  Vincent  Ashwin,  Vicar.  St 
James  and  St  Basil  Fenham  and 
Rural  Dean  of  Newcastle  West:  to 
be  Vfcar,  Haydon  Bridge  and 
Bellingham  w  Henshaw  and  Ru¬ 
ral  Dean  of  Hexham  (Newcastle). 
The  Rev  Christopher  Atkins:  now 
Honorary  Assistant  Curate.  St 
Denys,  Southampton  (Winches¬ 
ter). 

The  Rev  Raymond  Best,  Vfcar, 
Walker  Christ  Church,  and  Priest- 
in-charge.  Byker  St  Martin 
(Newcastle):  new  also  an  Honor¬ 
ary  Canon  of  Newcastle  CathedraL 
The  Rev  Richard  Bryant  Vfcar, 
Wyfam  (Newcastle]:  now  also  an 
Honorary  Canon  of  Newcastle 
CathedraL 

The  Rev  Cofet  Coppen,  Priert-in- 
eftarge.  St  James,  Wert  Hamp¬ 
stead  and  Priesr-in-charge;  St 
Mary  w  All  Souls.  Kilbum:  to  be 
Team  Rector.  Wood  Green 
(London). 

The  Rev  Colin  Craven.  Team 
Vfcar.  St  Anne*.  Grantham  (Lin¬ 
coln):  to  be  Pritst-in-charge.  Si 
PBer*.  Fairfield  (Derby). 

The  Rev  George  Carry,  Vicar.  St 
Stephen.  Low  Elswfck;  to  be  also 


Prieswn-charge,  St  Paul  High 
Elswick  (Newcastle}. 

The  Rev  Brian  Swallow.  Vicar.  St 
Stephen.  Burnley,  to  be  also  Rural 
Dean  of  Bumley  (Blackburn). 

The  Rev  Bob  Toan.  Vfcar,  Rock 
Ferry,  now  also  Rural  Dean  of 
Birkenhead  (Chester). 

The  Rev  Clive  Tomkins,  Prfest-m- 
charge.  Eastry  and  Tilmaastone 
to  be  Pries  t-in-charge. 
Wooddiurch  and  Assistant  Di¬ 
ocesan  Stewardship  Adviser 
(Canterbury). 

Resignations  and  retirements 
The  Rev  Richard  defend.  Master 
of  Wyggeston*  Hospital 
(Uacester):  to  retire  July  4. 

The  Rev  Tom  Fagan.  Honorary 
Curate  (NSM).  St  Mary,  Prescat 
(Liverpool):  to  retire  April  14. 

The  Rev  John  Hambidge.  (sic). 
Rector,  the  Sheepy  Group  of 
parishes  (Leicester):  to  retire  May 
3L 

The  Rev  David  McIntosh,  Priest- 
in-charge.  Bamton  (Chester):  to 
resign  March  3L 

Canon  Robin  Morris.  Rector. 
Heswall  and  Rural  Dean  of 
Wirrall  North  (Cbesast-  to  retire 
May  18. 

The  Rev  Desmoid  Springham, 
Vfcar,  Jersey  St  Andrew  (Win¬ 
chester):  to  retire  May  3L 


Dinners 


Xing  Husain  and  Queen 
Jordan  and  the  Prune  Minister 
and  Mr  Major  were  th*8gsjJ 
honour  ai  die  annual  presfcfenrs 
dinner  of  the  Board  of  ^ 

British  Jews  held  fast  niStat  foe 

tendon  Hilton  on  P«k  Lane.  Mr 

and  Mis  ^ 

the  hosts.  Mr  EUnd  Tabadrm*- 
OC,  president,  was  m  the  chair 
Mr  John  Webber  wdconwi 
the  guests- 

attended  a  dinner  hdd  at  foe 

Society  to  nark  the  award  w  ins 
1996  Nobd  Priw  for  Chembuy  to 
Sir  Harold  Kioto.  FRS.  Among 


Mrs  Gillian  Shephard,  Secretary 
of  State .  for  Education  and 
Employment,  was  the  principal 
guest  and  speaker  at  a  dinner  of 
the  Ttecbnotogy  Colleges  Trust 
hdd  last  night  at  Haberdashers’ 
Aske’s  Hatcnam  CTC,  Lewisham, 
to  mark  the  trust*  10th  anniver¬ 
sary.  Sir  Cyril  Taylor,  chairman, 
presided.  During  the  evening  Mr 
Garry  Weston  of  the  Garfield 
Weston  Raundation  was  presented 
with  an  award  as  Sponsor  of  the 

Year.  Among  others  present  were 
Lord  Quit*.  fBA.  Mr  Kenneth  Baker. 
CH.  HP.- Sir  Ronald  Halstead.  Sir 
Stanley  Kalms.  Mr  peter  Makeham. 
Mr  kw  smith.  Professor  Steve 
Mr  lan 


irizg.  Mr  John  8a 
ufcfceson,  Dr.  JSUhj 


mm 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Lord  Randolph  Chur¬ 
chill  statesman.  Blenheim  Palace. 
1849:  Feodor  Chaliapin,  anger  and 
actor.  Kazan,  Russia.  1873;  Eleanor 
Farieon,  writer  of  children's  verse 
and  stories.  London.  1881;  Georges 
Simenon.  writer  and  creator  of 
MaigreL  Liege,  19QL 
DEATHS:  Benvenuto  OeUinl 
sculptor  and  goldsmith,  Florence, 
1571;  Richard  Wagner,  composer. 
Venice.  1883;  Georges  Rouault, 
Expressionist  painter,  Paris,  (958; 
Dame  Christabel  Ponkhurrt. 
suffragette,  Los  Angeles,  1958. 

The  massacre  of  the  Macdonalds 
at  Glencoe  by  the  Campbells,  1692. 
The  Dutch  spy  Mata.  Hari  was 
arrested  by  the  French.  1917. 


University  news 

Oxford 

Pembroke  College 

To  an  Honorary  FteBowship:  Sir 

Graham  Hart.  KCB. 

To  a  Foundation  Fellowship:  Mr 
Brian  Taylor.  Chief  Executive, 
Wardte  Storeys  Pic. 

To  a  Professorial  Fellow:  Mr  Roger 
C.  Boning.  MA.  Group  Finance 
Director.  Oxford  University  Press. 
Tb  an  Emeritus  Fellowship: 
Professor  Donald  F.  McKenzie; 
MA  {New  Zealand). 


iinr  Graham  Lane.  Mrs  Kathleen 
Lund.  Councillor  lan  Meatus.  Mr 

p§£&& 

Sidney.  Councillor  Saxon  Spence. 
Mr  Peter  Thompson  and  Mr  Keith 
Welter. 

Royal  College  of  Surgeon*  ' 
of  England 

The  Master  of  the  Rods  was  the 

S  of  honour  act  the  Hunterian 
-  held  last  night  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England. 
Sir  Rodney  Sweeetnara.  president, 
and  Lady  Sweetnam  received  the 
guests.  Mr  Stephen  Darrell.  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  Health,  was 
present 

II  Old  Square' 

The  Chambers  of  Mr  Grant 
Crawford  and'  Mr  Jonathan- 
Smtpkfcs'  at  11  OB  Square.  lire 
coin*  Inn,  hdd a  dinner  last  night 
in  die  Old  Hall-  Lincoln.*  Inn  to 
mark  the  appointment.  of  Sir 
Timothy  Lloyd,  their  former  head 
of  Chambers,  as  a  Judge  of  the 
.High  Court  and  of  Mr  Patrick 
Powefl  as  a  Social  Security 
Commissioner.  The  guest* 
included;  ..  . 
udy  zloyd.  Mrs  Patrick  powtiL  the 
Right  Bon  Sir  Richard  Scott  (Vke- 
Chanaeuot]  and  lady  Scott,  and  Mr 
Justice4  Jonathan  Parker  (Vice- 
Chancellor  at  the  County  Palatine  of 
Lancaster}  arulLady  Parker. 

Crabtree  Fnamtomn  . 

Professor  David  Latehman  deliv¬ 
ered  the  oration  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Crabtree  foundation 
held  last  night  at  University  Coll¬ 
ege  London  Professor  John 
'Muffin  presided.  Among  those 
present,  wens 

Mulo  General  lan  Baker,  Judge 
Bern ard  Hargrove,  Dr  Raodsco 
Scixas  da  costa,  Mr  Frank  Delaney 


Luncheon 

London  Yorkshire  Society 
Sir  Donald  Thompson,  MP.  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  London  Yorkshire 
Society,  was  in  the  chair  at  the' 
society*  inaugural  luncheon  held 
yesterday  at  St  Stephen*  Constitu¬ 
tional  Clubk  Westminster.  Dr  Ber¬ 
nard  Spencer  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  and  secretary. 


Appointment 

Mr  James  Daly  to  be  High 
Commissioner  to  Mauritius  from 
fete  May  in  succession  to  Mr  John 
Harrison  who  is  retiring  from  the 
Diplomatic  Service. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr  CD.  Grade 

SsSfflsi 

Greenwich,  London,  and  Sana. 

DOBS*®**-  H 

Mis  Simon  late-  “  shatom- 

Dorset 

MrJJLGrt« 

announced 

between  John. 

Lionel  Grace,  of  CtaeM00’  ^ 
shire,  and  F3t  daughter  of  Dr 
HaSy  tiimstaaexndtiK  Mr* 
Jfll  Johnstone,  of  Oxford. 

Mrmd  Mrs  Peter  Harwwxlof 
t™.  wamopsr 


daughter  of  Mr  and  MraMichad 


Mr  R-LA.  Lee 

and  Miss  V.M.  Ashbourne 

Tte  engagement  is  announced 

between  Roger,  son  of  the  fete  Mr 

peter  Lee  and  Mrs  Lee.  of  How 

Ctofe  Court.  Herefordshire,  ami 

Vanessa,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr 

and  Mrs  Keith  Ashboome.  of 

Ruckky  Grange,  Shropshire. 

MrLN-Mactoty 

and  Miss  C  van  Pnogh 

The  engagement  is  armowKed 
between  Loudon  Nell,  son  of  Mr  . 
and  Mrs  N.D.M.  Mackay,  of 
London  SW19.  and  Camilla, 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr  CBJ.  van 
praagh  and  of  Mrs  JJJX.  Barren, 
of  liss.  Hampshire. 

Mr  AJtF.  Vines 
and  Miss  CJL  Turnbull 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Anthony,  younger  son  Of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Edward  Vines,  of 
Uoss^nvWye.  Herefordshire,  and 
dare,  elder  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  David  Turnbull  of  Solihull 
West  Midlands. 


Latest  wills 

Sir  Quinton  Hazed  of  Warwick. 

left  estate  valued  at  £7^97^29  net. 

Major-General  Patrick  George 
Turpin,  of  West  '  Cbrndon, 
Guildford.  Surrey  left  estate  val¬ 
ued  at  £940,723  net 
Edwin  Walker  Wright,  solicitor,  of 
Ttettenhafl,  Wolverhampton.  West 
Midlands,  left  estate  valued  at 
£897,546  net 

Cyril  Frederick.  Other,  of  Cov- 
entiy.  left  a904.404  net 
He  left  ihe  net  balance  of  nls  estate  to 
Save  The  Children  Fund  tor  the  relief 
of  distress  by  children  In  third  world 
commies.  - 

Henry  George  Tidy,  of  Beacons- 
ffcld,  Buckinghamshire,  left  estate 
valued  at  EL089,692tieL 
He  left  tl  .000 each  to  St  Mary  and  AH 
'Saints  Church.  BeaconsfleW.  Buok- 
i  Ifigrnum&lre.  Pine  Ridge  Doe 
Sanctuary  and  Beaconraeld  Old 
1  People*  date  stores  in  Ms 

■  rertdufcry  estate  to  the  King  George* 
Fund  for  Sailors.  RNTJL  Oxt&m, 
National  Trust,  imperial  Cancer 
Research  Fund,  Help  the  Aged, 
British  Red  Cross.  Barnard  os. 
RSPCA.  NSPCCaadJtSPR 

Phyllis  Ruth  CocfceriB,  of  Priors 
Marston.  Rugby.  Warwickshire.' 
left  £1037,538  net 
George  Nigel  ligbtfoot,  of  Old 
Bursledon;  Hampshire,  left 
£942,  W  net. 

Trevor  Dftyd  WIBianw.  of  Oxford, 
left  £L093J17net- 
Lawrence  Raul  WUfiams.  of  Aston 
Rowant.  Oxfordshire,  left 
El  382423  net 

Rita  Whymarit  Kitritin,  of  Bexhill- 
on-Sea,  East  Sussex,  left  £1.032,175 
net 

She  left  tour  equal  shares  In  her 
residuary  estate  to  RNU,  Salvation 
Army,  sr  Manes  Church.  Little 
Common,  BexhUl-on-Sea.  and 
'  Banuido*. 

■  Viera  Frances  Laura  Omdoo- 
Bftftm,  of  RunhaD.  Norwich,  left 
£1334,498  nec 

She  left  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
her  emerald  and  diamond  three 
stone  ting  together  with  £5.000  to 
the  RSPCA:  £700  to  the  National 
Rivers  Authority  for  a  perpetual 
trophy  In  memory  of  Tier  tare 
husband.  Eric;  who  was  the  ftsheiy 
officer  ftir  the  board,  and  £500  to  the 
Parochial  Church  council  of 
Runb&ll  and  Colston.  She  also  left 
shares  In  her  residuary  estate  to  the 
Church  of  England  Children's 
Society,  Blue  Cross.  Redwings  Horse 
Sanctuary,  and  the  RSPCA. 

.  Olive-  Maude  WEBetts.  of 
Hunningtoo,  Halesowen.  West 
Midlands.  left  £1,099.723  net. 
Gladys  Broughton,  of  Netber 
Alderiey.  Cheshire,  left  E1493XB0 
net. 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


AH  wbaai  t  lore  I  wpww  and 
dfecfpHne  wholehearted 
therefor*  m  tow  rapta- 
n*»  BtnlMUm  3  :  W 


BIRTHS 


ATHStTOM  -  Ob  5th  Fehraary 

1997. tQ  lorn aaanoaa (D*e 
WaytuajL  a  kreety  daoshwt, 
Sbatotn  Claire. 

MTOUtTME  •  On  Fdnurr 

10th  1997,  to  Maria  (ato 
BoQhac)  and  David,  a 
dao^htec,  Ftani  Om*. 

CWWiai  -  Ob  5th  Atnwr 
ar  Perth  Bon I  taBxman,  to 
Males  (nee  Black)  and 
Andrew,  a  aoa,  Aagvi 
WUUaa  David,  ■  tamtatr  for 
AlenadML 

COX  •  Ob  29tb  January. 
Natasha  Bryony  Frances,  a 
beautiful  daughter  for 
Nicola  (aft  $Unt]  and 
David. 

ootmoromn  -  On  Mner 

JOth.  to  Tina  and  David,  a 
beautiful  son,  Ja*»  fenplL 

JQW«MM  -  Hariah  Dianwad 
on  February  8th  at  The 
Portland  Hospital  to  Shaatt 
and  Wallace  Johnson  a 
prodoua  gift  Iran  Cod  -  a 
lady  full  of  His  Shdetnah. 

nans  -  To  pure  (afa  County) 
and  P«tar,  a  daughter, 
Susanna  JkM  Ittofc  on  5zh 
February  1997.  Grateful 
thanta  to  the  staff  pt  Xing's 
College  Hospital. 

WPB  -  On  February  70j  u 
The  Portland  HospUat,  to 
Alaxama  (nda  TabahoricJ 
and  BfthtoJa,  a  baaoriftti 


VORA-Qb  February  6th  MThe 
Amtell  HoepftaJ,  toTritsha 
and  Bharat,  a  baantlfnl 
dantfbtac,  Snfan,a  ntstnr  for 

WAHD  -  On  February  7tb  1997 
at  the  Portland  SraptoL  to 
Solly  f a<e  Bone  11)  and 
Stephen,  a  beautiful  ho, 
88cho|aa  toward. 

VMfTBI  -  On  Decesdrer  26th. 
to  Chut  and  Christopher,  a 
daMhna  Camptea  Lacy. 


DEATHS 


laaa  (nee 
«d  wife  of 


'‘■rwr.*1  **■»*■*< 


h'.'1 

0§SSg! 


Bp 


JOUMIOW -On  February  10th 
1 997  Bawneardh  W&S&mi 
I  Dempster  (Bill)  aped  50 
1  -mo  of  Shrivenham.  near 
1  Swindon.  WUts^  Flight 
Engineer  with  British 

Airways-  Much  >o«ed 
husband  ot  Slohhaa.  vuxy 
dear  Dad  of  WtU  and  NUV 
dear  son  of  William  and 
teasgaret  and  aon-fthlaw  of 
Dorean  Carr.  FuaeraJ  at 
Kinged  own  Crematorium, 

Swindon,  on  Thursday 
February  20 (h  at  1Z  am. 
Faally  flower*  only  try 
mwit  Donations  in  H*n 
CorTbeBenal  DsfLCtocUO 
Hospital,  Oxford,  may  bn 
sent  to  Ai.  Smtah  ft  Son, 
Queens  Dries,  Swtntkm  SN3 
JAW.  Eaaolriae  tab  (01793} 
522023? 


UJWT  -  On  Tuesday  February 
11th  peacefully  at  Rake 
Bonaa,  Use,  Marjorie;  maty 


1 

ll 

Church,  Barbara*,  oa 
Tnuflay  manorg  18th  at 


OtOHM*  -  Orhuto,  peacefully 
on  10th  February.  Beloved 
hue  bend,  father.  Mepfetta 

and  manCttltfcK.  Friend  to 
many.  Manorial  Sotelo*  wW 

T|||[f  jrittOO  Ht  CTlI  Iwfvfh 

Church.  Cheltenham,  on 
Tuesday  18th  February  at 
2L30  pm.  M  wnterae.  Matty 
tlmrtn  only  pleaea, 
lor  the  So*  Mn 
Kona.  Lacfclttwplon  Court, 
may  be  seat  c/o  SaUm  Smith 
ft  Co.  74  Fieuttwrv  toad. 
Cheltenham.  Tefc  CO  1 242) 
625383. 

MMD  -  Kott  aged  S3,  soddenty 
and  paaesfnfiy  In  hn^Mal  to 
Reading  on  Sunday  9th 
February  1997.  Much  tomd 
and  ever-toTlng  mother, 
grudmorher.  jmk* 
gaUnodm  ami  stater,  she 
win  also  be  greatly  tossed 
hy  all  her  friends.  Funeral  sr 
Qaddlawtath  Parish  Church 
«  I  Bra  oa  Srttnday  15th 
February  1997.  Family 
flowers  only  please.. 
Donations,  tf  desired,  mey  be 
seat  to  Camp  Hopson1 
FbmcsI  Directors,  6/12 
Horthtoeok  Street.  Newbney. 
SG1«  1DM  ta  to  Richard 1 
Sand  <w  Huy  Ahbfr  for  the 
benefit  of  T»*  JOowUnd 
Surgery  teslpuni  Fund1 
wad  Chnddlewecth  village  1 
Ball  XefUrtitabBWBK  Arad  , 


WALLS  -  Mortal  V"*1*,  mice 
Oa  ZOth  February  1997. 
aged  8S.  at  Btnley  Horae 
Nursing  Howe,  Brantey, 
Surrey,  after*  short  iUntsa 
Beloved  wife  of  ihe  late 
Buhls,  mother  of  Jnuet, 
Nicholas  and  Alas, 
grandmother  of  Mfchaal  and 
SUwncd  and  mother-in-law 
of  Bdwmrd  awl  Cells.  NO 
funeral  since,  at  her  request, 
hex  body  Is  befog  donated 
for  medical  research. 


WICKHAM  -  On  Wednesday 
12th  February  1997, 

Et folly  at  New  Bril 

ItaX.  Sahsbnry,  with  her 

T  actnmd  hex,  Esther 
Barbara,  be  to  red  wife  of 
John  and  adored  mother  of 
Colin,  Andrew  and  Sarah. 
Funeral  Service  at  Steeple 
Lanflterd  Church  on  Amy 
21ae  fehrtory  a*  13  swam 
and  Interment  la  the 
churchyard,  nemo  or,  if 
preferred,  doxtedona  to  the 
BAP.  Benevolent  Food  may 
ha  aunt  to  Chela  White, 
Funeral  Streetm.  X2  Sooth 
Street.  Wilton,  Wiles. 
<017237  744691, 


FUNERAL 

ARRANGEMENTS 


IN  MEMORJAM  — 
PRIVATE 


HOom  -  Karra  ret  LUtan. 
October 300»  191d-FebeuKy 
Z3rk  1993.  Many  happy 
nwenoriaa  of  a  amah  laund 
arerthefc.  Best  ta  peace.  Brian. 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE  i  FOR  SALE 


TICKETS 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


WINTER  SPORTS 


T- 

AU-AVAd:  mC  ibraoe. 


WANTED 


We'll  fit  one  tomorrow. 
Straight  up. 


Call  us  now  on  freefone 

0800 19 19 19 

tor  a  no  obligation  quote. 


•  Buy  ifoiect  tom  die  manufacturer. 

•  TboBsauds  of  satisfied 

•  Kttror 

noootiitinoed. 
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*  Obituaries 


LAWRENCE  A.  FLEISCHMAN 
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LawrcuccA-  Fle^chman, 
ait  collector  and 
pfeHantfaropist,  died  in  ' 
London  on  January  31 
aged  7L  He  was  bom  in 
Detroit.  Midugan,  oa 
February  14,  1925. 

Larry  Fleischman  was 
an  authority  on  mod¬ 
em  American  art  and 
a  champion  of  its  wid¬ 
er  appreciation.  He  was  a 
tireless  fundraiser  for  the  arts 
in  both  America  and  Europe, 
an  important  benefactor  to 
u  many  philanthropic  causes 
“  and  a  vigorous  collector  of 
ancient  art.  His  financial  as¬ 
sistance  to  the  British  Muse¬ 
um's  Department  of  Grade 
and  Roman  Antiquities  was 
partial] arty  remarkable.  He 
funded  die  refurbishment  of 
several  of  its  important  galler¬ 
ies  and  organised  fundraising 
for  the  museum  in  America. 

Lawrence  Arthur  Fleisch- 
man  was  die  son  of  Jewish 
emigres  from  Russia,  He 
ought  be  said  to  have  inherit¬ 
ed  his  dynamism  from  his 
father  ana  his  sensitivity  and 
passion,  for  beautiful  objects 
from  his  mother.  At  the  age  of 
IS  he  joined  the  US  Army  and 
in  the  following  summer  was 
shipped  to  Europe  and  Oma¬ 
ha  Beach. 

■J  Later,  on  leave  in  London. 
T'  he  visited  the  British  Museum 
and  saw  die  display  of  master¬ 
pieces  just  then  restored  to 
view  in  the  King  Edward  VII 
Gallery.  This  early  contact 
with  ancien  t  art  and  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Museum  made  a  lasting 
impression  on  him. 

Bade  in  America  after  the 
war,  he  studied  at  Detroit 
University  while  helping  to 
run  the  sales  side  of  his 
father's  carpet  company.  In 
1948  he  married  Barbara 
Greenberg,  and  thus  began  a 
remarkable  partnership.  At 
this  time  two  of  the  great 
threads  in'  Fleischman's  life 
began  To  emerge— his  interest 
.  in  art  and  his  talent  for 
"W, fundraising.  • 

His  interest  in  American  art 
blossomed  under  die  guidance 
of  Edgar  P.  Richardson,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Detroit  Institute  of. 
Arts.  They  established  the 
Archives  of  American  Art,  a 
primary  research  resource  for 
art  historians,  now  pan  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

In  the  1950s  the  Fleischmans 


formed  one  of  the  earliest 
private  collections  of  Ameri¬ 
can  art,  which  tiie  State  De¬ 
partment  determined  .to  said 
abroad  in  the  interest  of  en¬ 
hancing  America's  cultural 
profile;  this  included  a  20- 
month  tour  of  South  America 
and  exhibitions  in  Tel  Aviv. 
Athens;  Istanbul  and  Reykja¬ 
vik.  Presidents  John  F.  Kenne¬ 
dy  and  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
both  asked  him  to  serve  on  the 
Fine  Arts  Committee  for  the 
White  House. 

In  1966  the  Fleischmans 
moved  to  New  York  and 
bought  a  half  share  of  the 
Kennedy  Gallery.  Here  Larry 
Fleischman  developed  strong 


personal  relationships  with 
many  leading  American  art¬ 
ists;  be  also  tracked  down 
important,  lost  works  by  earli¬ 
er  American  painters.  In  1969 
he  founded  the  American  Art 
Journal.  He  became  a  board 
member  of  the  Art  Dealers 
Association  of  Anterior  and 
was  made  a  Fellow  of  the 
Pierpont  Morgan  Library.  .  . 

bi  1971 Pope  Paul  VI  invited 
him  to  assist  in  the  formation 
of  a  collection  of  modem 
religious  art  Together  with 
Vatican  officials  and  church¬ 
men  in  New  York  Fleischman 
formed  an  unlikely  coalition  of 
talents  that  succeeded  not  only 
in  forming  a  remarkable  col¬ 


lection  but  also  in  seeing  it 
through  to  exhibition  in  the 
Vatican  Museums.  His  efforts 
were  formally  recognised  by 
Pope  Paul,  who  made  him  a 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  St 
Sylvester. 

This  connection  with  great 
museums  naturally  led  the 
Fleischmans  to  the  Metropoli- 
. tan  Museum  of  Art  in  New 
York,  where  their  endow¬ 
ments  include  a  chair  in  the 
museum's  department  of 
American  art  three  galleries 
in  its  American  wing  showing 
American  art  from  the  perma¬ 
nent  collection;  a  gallery  of  late 
medieval  secular  art;  and  a 
permanent  senior  post  far  a 


scholar  in  the  department  of 
Greek  and  Roman  art. 

The  Fleischmans'  second 
great  collection  was  of  antiqui¬ 
ties.  BuDr  up  ewer  more  than 
40  years  and  embracing  ob¬ 
jects  from  ancient  Greece. 
Rome  and  Etruria  dating  from 
2800  BC  to  400  AD,  it  was  the 
product  of  a  passion  for  art.  a 
fascination  wizh  history  and  a 
sense  of  responsibility  for  the 
preservation  and  understand¬ 
ing  of  Classical  art.  It  was 
shown  to  the  public  in  the 
J.  Paul  Getty  Museum  in 
Malibu  and  in  Cleveland  be¬ 
tween  1994  and  1995,  and  in  an 
act  of  typical  generosity  was 
donated  to  the  Getty  Museum 
in  1996.  The  Fleischmans  al¬ 
ways  insisted  that  they  were 
“temporary  custodians,  not 
possessors". 

Larry  Fleischman’s  early 
connection  with  the  British 
Museum  was  renewed  in  the 
Late  1980s.  Larry  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  forming  an  interna¬ 
tional  group  of  supporters  of 
the  Department  of  Greek  and 
Roman  Antiquities,  the  so- 
called  Caryatids.  In  this  way 
hie  began  to  forge  special  links 
with  tiie  staff,  as  a  result  of  his 
vigorous  commitment  to 
scholarship,  and  to  support  a 
Museum  that  he  sometimes 
referred  to  as  2  "United  Na¬ 
tions  of  Art". 

In  1991  he  funded  the  refur¬ 
bishment  of  the  Bassae  Gal¬ 
lery  and  some  three  years  later 
agreed  to  take  over  the  run¬ 
ning  of  the  British  Museum's 
fundraising  arm  in  America. 
In  1995  he  pledged  a  most 
generous  sum  to  enable  the 
redevelopment  of  two  galleries 
devoted  to  the  explanation  of 
the  Itorthenon  and  its  sculp¬ 
tures.  Again  in  1996  he  came  to 
the  department’s  aid  when 
funds  were  needed  to  refur¬ 
bish  the  gallery  cm  the  Greek 
Bronze  Age.  Sadly  he  did  not 
live  to  see  these  last  two 
projects  completed. 

A  bustling,  dynamic  figure, 
sometimes  challenging,  some¬ 
times  charming,  driven  from 
project  to  project,  savouring 
adventure,  always  reaching 
for  the  highest  quality.  Fleisch¬ 
man  was  an  eloquent  ambas¬ 
sador  for  the  arts,  a  collector 
with  an  outstanding  eye.  and 
generous  in  every  way. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
and  by  two  daughters  and  a 
son. 


SQUADRON  LEADER 
BUNNY  RYMILLS 


Squadron  leader  Bonny 
Rjmflls,  DFCand  Bar, 
DFM,  wartime  Lysander 
p3ot  on  clandestine  air 
operations,  died  on 
January  12  aged  76.  He 
was  bora  on  August  II, 
1920. 


ALTHOUGH  he  began  his 
war  on  bomber  operations 
over  Germany,  it  was  as  an 
exceptionally  capable  pilot  of 
Lysanders.  picking  up  Resis¬ 
tance  fighters  and  secret 
agents  from  occupied  France 
that  Bunny  Rymills  wil  be  best 
remembered.  Landing  on 
short,  improvised  airstrips, 
often  on  rough  fields,  by 
moonlight,  with  nothing  blit 
the  torches  of  the  reception 
committee  to  guide  him  in. 
was  hazardous  work  and  the 
aircraft  had  to  be  brought  to  a 
stop  in  150  yards. 

Frank  Earnest  Rymills  was 
educated  at  Southfields  School 
and  trained  as  an  architect. 
But  seeing  that  war  was 
imminent,  he  volunteered  to 
learn  to  fly  with  the  RAF 
Volunteer  Reserve  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1939  and  trained  as  a 
bomber  pilot 

On  his  21st  birthday,  as  a 
sergeant  pDot  he  was  over 
Germany  in  a  Whitley  bomb¬ 
er  of  No  58  Squadron  in  4 
Group.  He  survived  26  bomb¬ 
ing  raids. 

In  February  1942,  by  then 
commissioned  as  a  pilot  of¬ 
ficer.  Rymills  was  posted  to 
No  138  Special  Duties  Squad¬ 
ron  to  fly  parachute  missions 
in  Whitleys  and  Halifaxes.  He 
and  his  squadron  dropped 
agents  and  containers  of 
weapons  and  supplies  to  intel¬ 
ligence  and  resistance  net¬ 
works  in  occupied  Europe. 

One  night  after  landing  his 
Halifax  back  at  Tangmere. 
while  taxiing  round  the  perim¬ 
eter  track  he  just  avoided 
running  over  Wing  Com¬ 
mander  Pickard,  the  CO  of  No 
161 SD  Squadron  who  had  just 
landed  a  Lysander  after  a 
pick-up.  Over  a  game  of  cards 
in  Tangmere  Cottage,  " Pick " 
offered  Bunny  a  ;ob  as  a 
Lysander  pilot  which  was 
eagerly  accepted,  to  the  annoy¬ 
ance  of  138  Squadron’s  CO. 

With  its  excellent  Short 
TakeOff  and  Landing  (STOL) 
performance  the  Lysander, 


originally  designed  as  an 
Army  cooperation  aircraft 
was  ideal  Sot  the  sneak  visits 
to  occupied  France  which  were 
required  by  the  operations  of 
the  British  secret  services. 
Rymiils’s  first  missions  with 
No  161  was  in  January  1943 
and  in  the  six  months  be  spent 
with  the  squadron  he  became 
renowned  for  his  skill  in 
getting  his  aircraft  down  onto 
clearings  and  meadows  under 
the  most  difficult  circum¬ 
stances.  On  one  occasion  be 
rescued  an  RAF  sergeant  who 
had  been  shot  down  and, 
fortunately  for  him,  had  para¬ 
chuted  virtually  to  the  feet  of  a 
Resistance  fighter’s  wife. 

When  Rymills  left  161 
Squadron  in  July  1943  he  had 
completed  65  operations  with¬ 
out  a  rest  —  twice  the  normal 
ration.  On  the  evening  of  D- 
Day  be  was  one  of  the  38 
Group  pilots  towing  gliders  to 
Normandy  to  reinforce  the  6th 
Airborne  Division  near  Caen 
in  Operation  Mallard. 

After  the  war  he  was  posted 


to  Malaya  and  assisted  in 
operation  Termite,  flushing 
out  communist  guerrillas 
from  the  jungle.  In  his  span? 
time  he  would  enjoy  shooting 
wfld  pigs  in  the  jungle. 

In  August  1963  he  retired 
from  the  RAF  and  settled  in 
Suffolk  to  enjoy  his  retirement 
with  his  wife  Permit  whom  he 
had  married  in  1940.  He 
started  pig  farming  wiih  his 
sons,  and  when  he  could  leave 
them  to  carry  on  he  started  up 
a  firm  called  Cam  Metric 
which  made  scientific  instru¬ 
ments  in  Cambridge.  He  also 
kept  ferrets  and  bees  and 
enjoyed  watercolour  painting, 
birdwatehing  and  all  aspens 
of  the  countryside  —  including 
poaching  with  his  specially 
powerful  catapult 

Taking  the  salute  at  the 
Remembrance  Day  parade 
last  November,  he  caughi  a 
chill  which  may  have  led  to  the 
pneumonia  from  which  he  did 
not  recover.  He  (eaves  his 
widow  Pennie,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters. 


Bunny  Rymills  and  a  restored  Lysander 
at  die  Fairford  Air  Tattoo  in  July  1995 


BARRY  EVANS 


PHILIP  STIBBE 


Barry  Evans,  actor,  died 
on  February  11  aged  52. 

He  was  bora  on  June  18, 

1944. 

BARRY  EVANS,  who  has 
been  found  dead  at  his  home, 
was  a  familiar  face  in  British 
film  and  television  comedies  of 
the  late  1960s  and  1970s,  when 
his  boyish  charm  brought  him 
a  succession  of  leading  roles.  . 

He  specialised  in  endearing¬ 
ly  innocent  young  men,  and 
first  won  critical  acclaim  for 
his  engaging  performance  in 
Wfere  We  Go  Round  the  Mul- 
m berry  Bush,  the  1967  film  in 
which  he  played  a  teenage 
schoolboy  farocafly  intent  on 
losing  his  virginity.  But  his 
greatest  success  was  as  the 
naive  and  nervous  medical 
student  Midtael  Upton  in  the 
popular  television  series  Doc¬ 
tor  in  the  House,  based  on  the 
books  by  Richard  Gordon. 
His  youthful  good  looks  and 


sweet  confusion  drew  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  and  not  wholly  ma-  \ 
temal  response  from  female 
viewers. 

His  talent  for  portraying 
comic  anxiety  and  sexual  vul¬ 
nerability  brought  Evans 
fame,  and  a  respectable  £500  a 
week;  but  it  also  denied  him 
foe  more  serious  roles  he 
wanted.  He  left,  the  Doctor 
programmes  after  the  second 
series.  Doctor  at  Large,  only 
to  find  himself  playing  the 
:  perky  but  put-upon  young 
English  teacher  Jeremy 
Brown  in  foe  London  Week¬ 
end  Television  comedy  series 
Mind  Your  Language.  In  tile 
cinema  he  went  ret  to  star  in  a 
dismal  1975  sex  farce.  Ad  ven¬ 
tures  of  a  Taxi  Driver. 

That  was  his  last  film  ap¬ 
pearance.  As  the  fresh-faced 
appeal  on  which  his  career 
was  based  began  to  fade, 
Evans  found  himself  less  and 
less  in  demand.  By  the  time  of 


his  death,  he  had  been  work¬ 
ing  as  a  taxi  driver  for  several 
years. 

Barry  Evans  was  bom  in 
Guildford  and  brought  up  in 
an  orphanage  at  Twicken¬ 
ham.  Many  of  the  other  boys 
in  the  home  went  into  foe 
Fbrces,  but  Evans  was  encour¬ 
aged  in  his  ambition  to  be¬ 
come  an  actor,  and  at  foe  age 


of  18  he  won  a  John  Gielgud 
scholarship  to  the  Central 
School  of  Speech  and  Drama 
in  London. 

On  graduating  he  found 
work  with  regional  repertory 
companies,  a  role  in  Arnold 
Wesker’s  Chips  with  Every¬ 
thing,  and  some  “spear-carry¬ 
ing  parts"  at  the  National 
Theatre,  before  Here  We  Go 
Round  the  Mulberry  Bush 
brought  wider  attention. 

Written  by  Hunter  Davis, 
foe  film’s  approach  to  its 
sexual  subject  matter  was 
considered  rather  daring  in 
1967.  The  director,  dive  Don- 
ner,  wanted  someone  who 
looked  17  but  had  solid  experi¬ 
ence  as  an  actor;  Evans  was 
ideal,  and  his  performance 
was  praised  as  “a  definitive 
portrait  of  a  boy  on  the 
threshold  of  manhood".  The 
same  year,  he  appeared  in  a 
BBC  production  of  Much  Ado 
About  Nothing. 


Mind  Your  Language,  a 
edy  series  which  ran  from 
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The  PROSTATE  CANCER  CHARITY 


Prostate  Cancer  fakes  over  8,500  lives  every  yww* 
Over  I24>00  new  cases  are  diagnosed  annually  uj 
the  UK  winch  means  that  1  in  12  men  will  be 
at  some  point  in  their  lives. 

Onr  tefenbooe  hdpftre  mmber  is 
0181 383 1948. 

for  more  information  or  to  make  a  donation  please 

write  to: 

The  Prostrate  Cancer  Cfeartty, 

I>a  One  Road,  * 

London  W12  6NN. 

_ Registered  Charity  No.  J0DS54J 
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Japan  2Sp 
Hong  Kong  39p 
Nigeria  67p 
Ghana 

India  _6bp 
Malaysia  56p 


Pakistan  81  p 
Morocco  57p 
Lebanon  95p 


Austria  28j> 
Philippines  71p 
Finland  28p 
Sri  Lanka  S8p 
Mauritius  88p 
Zambia  __35p 
Turkey  _  _53p 
Cuba  7  Ip 


.uni  rr-»r.v  rr. r. d y  mere 


Nerylow 

International 
Phone  Charges 


It's  simple^.  We  buy 
miffions  ef  International  call 
time  every  year  so  we  can 
-pass  on  huge  savings  to  our 
customers. 

No  extra  charges  ~ 

Any  phone 
No  installation - 
Noamengment 
High  quality  Enes  and  servioe 
Per  second  charging 
Tiee  Itemised  statements 
Constant  low  rates  - 
AH  day,  every  day 
to  over  340  countries. 
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-agnSHAJKWOT 

Call  Freephone 

0800  o747ooo 

and  see  how  timdi  you  <*n  we 
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The  Doctor  programmes, 
which  began  in  1969.  brought 
Evans  a  degree  of  celebrity 
with  which  he  was  never  quite 
comfortable.  He  had  a  reput¬ 
ation  as  a  loner,  and  was 
reluctant  to  do  foe  interviews 
or  public  appearances  that  are 
expected  of  a  television  star. 

Declining  to  make  a  third 
Doctor  series  in  1971,  he 
concentrated  for  a  while  on 
theatre  work,  which  included 
directing  plays  at  Tbeatr 
Clwyd  in  Mold.  Any  rewards 
were  purely  spiritual,  howev¬ 
er.  and  after  a  period  in  debt 
and  dependent  on  Social  Sec¬ 
urity,  he  approached  LWT 
about  the  possibility  of  more 
television  work.  The  result 
was 
comedy 
1977  to  1981. 

“I’m  not  in  love  with  acting." 
Evans  once  said.  “It’s  just  the 
easiest  way  1  know  to  accumu¬ 
late  money  quickly."  When 
that  easy  option  became  more 
difficult,  he  left  foe  business 
al  together .  For  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  he  lived  quietly 
in  a  dilapidated  bungalow  at 
Claybrooke  Magna,  near  Lut¬ 
terworth.  Leicestershire, 
where  he  worked  as  a  taxi 
driver,  first  for  a  local  firm 
and  then  latterly  on  his  own 
account 

The  press  had  speculated 
eagerly  on  Evans’S  private  life 
throughout  his  career,  sug¬ 
gesting  romantic  links  with 
severed  of  lus  more  glamorous 
co-stars,  particularly  the  ac¬ 
tress  Judy  Geeson,  to  whom 
he  was  said  to  have  proposed. 
He  did  nothing  10  curb  the 
speculation,  but  he  lived  alone 
and  never  married. 


Philip  Sfibbc. 
headmaster  of  Norwich 
School,  died  on  Jannaiy 
17  aged  75.  He  was  born 
00  July  20 1921. 

UNTIL  the  end  of  his  life 
Philip  Snbbe  always  remem¬ 
bered  foe  sacrifice  that  had 
been  made  for  him  during  the 
Second  World  War  by  Burma 
Ri  Deman  Maung  Tun.  As  a 
young  officer  taking  part  in 
Orde  Wingate’s  first  foray  into 
Burma,  Stibbe  was  severely 
wounded  in  a  skirmish  at 
Hintha.  He  was  reported 
"missing  presumed  dead"  by 
his  column  commander  Ber¬ 
nard  Fergusson.  Stibbe 
would,  indeed,  have  died  were 
it  not  for  the  courage  of 
Maung  Tun  who  volunteered 
to  stay  behind  with  him  and, 
even  when  captured  by  foe 
Japanese,  refused  to  reveal 
where  the  wounded  British 
officer  lay  hidden.  He  died 
under  brutal  torture. 

“I  can  never  be  worthy  of  the 
sacrifice  be  made,"  Stibbe 
later  wrote  in  Return  via 
Rangoon  (1947),  an  autobio¬ 
graphical  account  of  his  part 
in  the  first  Chindir  expedition 
and  his  subsequent  two  years 
spent  in  appalling  conditions 
as  a  prisoner  of  war  in 
Rangoon  jail.  “I  shall  always 
have  the  feeling  that  my  life  is 
not  my  own." 

Jt  was  this  sense  of  a  debt 
owed  to  others,  together  with  a 
lifelong  passion  for  literature, 
which  inspired  Stibbe  after  the 
war  to  become  a  teacher.  For 
2]  years  he  was  a  housemaster 
at  Bradfield  College,  and  from 
there  he  went  on  in  1975  to 
become  headmaster  of  Nor¬ 


wich  School.  Few  of  his  pupils 
or  colleagues,  however,  knew 
of  his  wartime  escapades, 
until  his  account  of  them  in 
Return  via  Rangoon  was  re¬ 
published  in  1994. 

Philip  Godfrey  Stibbe  was 
educated  at  Mill  Hill  School 
from  where  he  won  a  place  at 
Merton  College,  Oxford.  He 
originally  intended  to  read 
Classics  but  later  changed  to 
study  English,  inspired  by 


Wordsworth’s  Tintem  Abbey. 
He  never  lost  this  love  of 
literature  and,  even  in  the 
Burmese  jungle,  marched 
with  a  copy  of  Milton  in  his 
rucksack. 

Dunkirk  prompted  him  to 
join  the  Army,  initially  with 
the  Royal  Sussex  Regiment, 
and  than  the  . 13th  Battalion  of 
the  King’s  (Liverpool)  Regi¬ 
ment  on  special  duties  in 
India.  The  first  Chindit  expe¬ 
dition  in  which  he  took  part 
shattered  foe  myth  of  foe 
invincible  Japanese  soldier. 


proving  that  it  was  possible  to 
harass  the  enemy  deep  behind 
his  own  lines.  Stibbe  was 
mentioned  in  dispatches  for 
his  part  in  foe  skirmish  at 
Hintha. 

After  two  harrowing  years 
as  a  prisoner  of  war  in 
Rangoon  jail.  Stibbe  was  re¬ 
leased  and  he  returned  to 
Oxford  to  complete  his  degree. 
His  rooms  at  Merton  were  the 
same  he  had  left  several  years 
earlier  —  this  was  a  gesture  he 
considered  typically  consider¬ 
ate  of  the  college. 

On  graduating  he  took  a 
teaching  joh  at  Bradfield  Coll¬ 
ege  and  was  appointed  a 
housemaster  in  1953.  He  was 
to  remain  in  this  post  for  21 
years. 

In  1975,  at  foe  age  of  54,  he 
was  appointed  Headmaster  of 
Norwich  School.  During  his 
time  there  he  guided  the 
school  bade  from  direct  grant 
to  folly  independent  status 
and  introduced  a  sixth  form 
tutorial  system  and  the 
Friends  of  Norwich  School. 

Stibbe  was  especially 
pleased  with  the  restoration  of 
the  school's  medieval  chapel. 
It  was  the  focus  of  all  he 
believed  in:  courtesy,  integrity, 
perseverance  and,  above  aft. 
the  courage  of  Christian 
conviction. 

He  retired  in  1984  with 
Parkinson’s  disease,  an  afflic¬ 
tion  which  he  bore  valiantly 
and  with  characteristic  cheer¬ 
fulness  for  18  years. 

Philip  Stibbe  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Joy.  daughter  of 
Canon  Grant  Thornton  of 
Leicester,  whom  he  married  in 
1956  and  by  a  daughter  and 
two  sons. 


PIUS  XI  CROWNED. 

A  SECOND  PUBLIC  APPEARANCE. 

(FROM  OUR  OWN  CORRESPONDENT.) 

ROME.  Feb  12 

Today,  at  any  rale,  all  roads  in  Rome,  led  to 
Sl  Peter's,  and  fey  430  this  morning  iherc 
were  several  thousands  of  people  in  [he  Piazza 
waiting  for  the  doors  of  the  Basilica  to  be 
opened. 

At  six  o’clock  the  bridges  across  the  Tiber 
were  blade  with  carriages,  motor-cars,  taxi¬ 
cabs.  all  charging  heavy  prices  for  foe 
occasion,  conveying  men  in  evening  dress  and 
women  in  black  nsunfllas  through  foe  early 
morning  dusk  towards  the  Vatican:  and  in 
and  out  of  the  fort  passengers  ran  men  selling 
aunpstools.  Outside  the  Basilica  itself  were 
900  Italian  troops  and  mflnary  police, 
endeavouring  to  son  out  foe  tickets  and 
sending  them  to  the  different  entrances. 

Many  of  the  tickets  had  been  sold  by  the 
principal  holds  at  prices  ranging  from  E2  to 
£20,  which  explains  why  so  many  legitimate 
applicants  found  that  the  emefopes  which 
should  have  contained  their  tickets  were 
empty  when  they  received  them.  But  the 
confusion  over  £he  distribution  of  tickets  was 
even  surpassed  by  foe  confusion  at  foe 
various  entrances  and  in  one  or  two  rates 
people  were  unjustly  seized  by  mUnary  police 


ON  THIS  DAY 

February  13. 1922 


A  notable  event  in  the  pontificate  of 
Pius  XI  (1922-39)  was  his  signing  with 
Mussolini  of  the  Lateran  Treaty  which 
recognised  the  independent  sovereignty 
of  the  Vatican. 

and  thrown  out  by  force.  These  occurrences 
are  possibly  excusable  when  it  is  realised  that 
at  one  time 50X00 people  were  in  foe  Barilira. 

I  passed  round  behind  Sl  Pttert  and 
entered  the  Vatican  itself-  But  in  the  Gordie  of 
San  Damaso.  the  Cardinals  were  arriving 
and  mounting  to  foe  Saia  Regia,  where  they 
bid  good-bye  to  their  relatives  before  vesting 
for  the  ceremony.  On  foe  Scala  Regia  guards 

wearing  thick  busbies  were  keeping  the  stairs 

dear  for  foe  Papal  procession  into  foe  Basilica 
ftsd£  which  gave  forth  foe  noise  of  thousands 
of  voices.  Every  tomb  and  cwi/esriomhbox 
and,  in  son®  cases,  the  altars  themselves  were 


black  with  people,  who  walled  paricn fly  till  20 
minutes  ro  9  when  a  sudden  burst  ofchemng 
greeted  the  arrival  of  the  procession  to  foe 
strains  of  foe  famous  silver  trumpets  playing 
Longhi's  Papal  March. 

It  was  nearly  an  hour  before  the  pope,  on 
his  Sedia  gestatoria,  entered  beneath  foe 
shade  of  an  enormous  silver  canopy  and 
proceeded  10  the  mam  altar  to  celebrate  mass. 
At  the  Pope’s  passage  the  whole  crowd 
cheered  waving  handkerchiefs  as  though 
greeting  a  victorious  monarch. 

When  foe  Pope  elevated  and  displayed  foe 
Host  in  every  direction,  the  Cardinals  and  all 
the  people  immediately  knelt  down  feeing  the 
altar,  while  foe  Noble  Guard  came  smartly  >a 
attention  and  went  down  on  erne  knee  v.  ::h 
one  hand  at  foe  salute  and  the  points  of  their 
swords  resting  on  the  green  carpet.  At  the 
same  moment,  silver  trumpets  rang  nut. 
simulating  foe  voices  of  angels.  Immediately 
afterwards  the  procession  formed  up  again 
for  the  Coronation. 

Hie  event  was  announced  to  the  people 
outside  by  the  pealing  of  the  be Us  of  Sl 
Peter's.  Their  patience  was  rewarded  for.  at  20 
minutes  past  one.  the  doors  above  the  middle 
entrance  were  again  opened  and  foe  Papal 
doth  was  again  hung  over  foe  balustrade  and 
ten  minutes  later  foe  Rope,  wearing  the  tiara, 
appeared  to  give  his  Messing. 
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Bargains  of  the  week — from  springtime  in  Paris  and  an  exotic  holiday  in  India,  to  a  flutterjnjjgj^i — 


1  .  FLIGHTS  7  -  1 

BRITISH  Airways  has  a  £199 
World  Offer  fare  for  its  new 
service  from  Gatwick  to  Kra¬ 
kow  in  southern  Poland  start¬ 
ing  on  March  31.  Details;  0345 
222111. 


■  PASSENGERS  flying  Deb¬ 
onair  from  Luton  before 
March  l?  can  take  a  com¬ 
panion  for  £50  if  both  tickets 
are  boughr  by  February  17. 
Destinations  include  Barcelo¬ 
na,  Copenhagen,  Madrid, 
Munich  and  Rome.  Details: 
0500146200. 

■  DEPART  by  February  28 
and  Air  Tickets  Direct  has 
Continental  Airlines  seat  sale 
fares  to  New  York  for  £195. 
Washington  and  Boston  for 
£206,  Orlando  £255  and  Den¬ 
ver  £285.  Details:  01279 
713713. 

■  BOOK  before  February  >9 
and  British  Airways  Express 
flights  from  Gatwick  to  Am¬ 
sterdam,  Antwerp.  Cologne, 
Cork,  Dublin.  Diisseldorf. 
Channel  Islands.  Leeds.  New¬ 
castle  or  Rotterdam  cost  a  Oar 
£59  return.  Details:  0345 
22211). 

■  THE  Birmingham-based 
Maersk  Air  requires  only 
1.000  air  miles  (1.300  normal¬ 
ly!  to  be  redeemed  for  a  return 
Birmingham-Berlin  flight 
taken  before  March  31.  De¬ 
tails:  099051180b. 


■HOUOAYS 


A  TASTE  of  spring  in  Paris, 
Amsterdam  or  Brussels  is 
available  from  £135  a  person 
from  Impulse  Holidays  with 
two  nights'  bed  and  breakfast 
hotel  accommodation,  and  re¬ 
turn  flights  from  Gatwick  and 
Manchester.  Departures  ev¬ 
ery  Friday  up  to  March  21. 
Details:  01S1-741  9007.  . 

■  SAVINGS  of  E40  are  avail¬ 
able  on  cottages  at  Sidbuiy, 
east  Devon,  through  Blakes 
Cottages.  Facilities  indude  in¬ 
door  heated  pool  and  play 
area.  Typical  prices:  E246  a 
week  for  a  cottage  sleeping 
four.  Details:  01282  445097. 

■  OPERA  TICKETS,  concert 
bookings  and  Spanish  Riding 
School  tickets  can  be  provided 
by  Eurobreak  on  short  holi¬ 
days  to  Vienna.  Prices  start 
from  £268  a  person  for  return 
scheduled  flights  and  three 
nights'  hotel  accommodation 
before  the  end  of  March. 
Details:  0181-780  7700. 

■  DJERBA  ISLAND  in  Tuni¬ 
sia  fora  week's  B&B  in  a  three- 
star  hotel  is  available  from 
£229  a  person  from  Panora¬ 
ma.  Flights  depart  from 
Gatwick  on  February  22, 
March  I  and  8.  Details:  01273 
20653). 

■  CYPRUS  for  £199  a  person 
for  a  week's  self-carering  with 
a  flight  from  Gatwick  on 


February  23  is  on  offer  from 
Odyssey  Holidays.  Details: 
0181-3439090. 

■  LAS  VEGAS  for  £359  a 
person  for  a  week's  room-only 
accommodation,  with  a  flight 
from  Gatwick  on  February  24, 
is  available  from  Unijet.  De¬ 
tails:  0990  336336. 

■  COSTA  CRUISES  has  cut  a 
third  from  tite  price  of  eight- 
night  Caribbean  cruises  leav¬ 
ing  March  1  and  15  to  visit 
seven  islands.  Prices  from 
£750.  plus  £60  port  tax,  in¬ 
clude  return  flights  from  Brit¬ 
ain.  all  meals  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  Details:  0171-323  3333. 

■  A  BEACH  resort  on  die  site 
of  an  ancient  fort  and  dose  to  a 
7th-century  temple  on  India’s 
east  coast  is  available  for 
immediate  booking  from 
Greaves  Tours.  Eight  nights' 
accommodation  and  return 
flights  from  London  to  Ma¬ 
dras  cost  £1229  a  person. 
Details:  0171-487  9111. 

■  DISCOUNTS  of  £100  off 
Tftomas  Cook  holidays  for  two 
are  available  simply  by  buy¬ 
ing  a  bestselling  Mandarin  or 
Minerva  paperback  from 
bookshops,  Tesoo  stores  and 
Little  Chef  restaurants.  Titles 
include  A  Simple  Life.  Train¬ 
spotting  and  Silence  of  the 
Lambs.  Details:  Reed  Trade 
Books  0171-225  9022. 


i-  v, 
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Honeyraooners  can  save  £200  on  lodges  on  a  romantic 
private  estate  with  swimming  pool  dose  to  a  lagoon  in 
Tobago.  Prices  from  Efysian  Holidays  start  at  £1,100  for 
a  week,  with  car  hire,  but  flights  are  extra.  Book  by  the 
end  of  Ore  month,  bixt  take  the  holiday  any  time  tins 
year.  Details:  01580  766599. 


HOVERSPEED  has  joined  ' 
the  battle  for  advance  book- 
mgs  to  France.  Standard  re-  i 
turns  for  a  car  and  up  to  five  j 
people  cost  £78  far  any  Folks-  j 
stone- Boulogne  crossing  this  ] 
summer,  if  booked  before 
February  28  (Dover-CaJais, 
£109).  Details:  01304240241.  J 

k  SWANSEA  Cork  Ferries  j 
has  a  midweek  fore  from  £155  | 

return  to  cover  a  car  and  up  to  I 
five  adults,  available  from  I 
March  I8to  May 21,  excluding  j 
Easter.  Details:  <31792456116.  | 

■  STENA  LINE  has  a  duty-  ’ 
free  sale  until  March  27:  litres  , 
of  spirits  for  £7.99,  200  dga-  , 
reties  for  £9.99  and  five  cases 
of  bar  for  £49.99.  Sale  goods 
available  on  France.  The 
Netherlands  and  Ireland 
routes.  Details:  0990  767676. 

■  P&O  FERRIES  has  a  ten- 
day  return  ticket  from  £105  cm 
its  routes  from  Portsmouth  to 
Le  Havre  or  Cherbourg,  valid, 
for  a  car  and  two  passengers. 
Details:  0990  9809S0. 

■  SHORTBREAKS  in  Dub¬ 
lin  are  available  with  Stena. 
Line  with  prices  from  £94  for 
two  nights  B&fi,  including 
return  car-ferry  crossings 
from  Holyhead  to  Dim . 
Loaghaire  cm  the  high-speed 
HSS.  Hotel  stays  from  £136 
for  three  nights  during 
March.  Details:  099Q  747474. 


NEW  from  Hilton  Hotels  £  its 
latest  Fast 

Weekends  and  European  uqr 
Tours  brochures  featuring 
gardens  and  art  lovers’  tours 
of  Cannes  and  Barcelona. 
Scottish  Highland  lours  wkJ  a 
review  of  historic  coastal  de¬ 
fences  and  Roman  treasures  of 
southern  England.  Details: 
0171-8568393. 

■  ETTTNCTrON  PARK  Ho¬ 
fei,  nor  Stratford  upon  Avon, 
is  offering  dinner,  bed  and 
breakfast  for  £105  a  person  a 
night  for  any  two  nights  over 
the  Easter  weekend.  Details: 
0)789450123. 

■  FREE  accommodation  for 
children  accompanying  pay¬ 
ing  parents  is  offered  from  the 

80  Sofitei  Hotels  worldwide  at 
weekends  and  during  certain 
weekdays.  Details:  0181-741 
9699. 

.  BTHE  HYDE  PARK  Hotel 
in  Central  London  ,  now  part 
of  the  Mandarin  Oriental 
hotel  group,  has  a  special 
weekend  room  rate  until  the 
end  of  March  of  £225  anight, 
plus  VAT,  for  a  Queen  room, 
instead  of  the  normal  rate  of 
£260.  Details:  017I-23S  2000. 

■  M  The  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  at 
La  Manga  in  Spain  has  a  50 
per  cent  discount  on  normal 
rates  until  the  end  of  the 
month,,  plus  special  prices  for 


sports  and  leisure  activities^ 
the  resort.  The  Grear  Deal  rate 

noW  14  soo  pesetas,  plus  tax. 

room.  Details:  0345  58166a 

■  WOOD  HAUL  Hold  near 

Wetherby  in  Wet  Yortahre 

has  an  Easter  package  of  ES)  a 

person  a  night  with  the  option 
Sferfra  nights  at  £55  a  person. 
Price  indudes  dinner,  a  mak^ 
up  demonstration  or  outdoor 
activities  such  as  horse-racing, 
[totails:  01937  587271. 

■  A  25  PER  CENT  discount 
on  suites  is  available  at  ITT 
Sheraton  Hotels  in  the  UK 
untfl  the  end  of  May-  Suite 
prices  start  at  £150  a  night  on 
offer  at  the  Sheraton  Skyline 
hotel  at  Heathrow.  Details: 
0800353535- 

■  EASTER  RATES  at  the 
Haycock  Hotel,  a  16th-cgatury 
coaching  inn  near  Peterbor¬ 
ough.  are  E30  a  person  a  night 
aver  the  Friday  and  Saturday 
of  Easter  weekend,  with  Sun¬ 
day  night  free.  Details:  01780 
782223. 

■  THE  four-star  Chelsea  Ho¬ 
ld  in  London’s  Knightsbridge 
has  a  20  per  cent  discount 
when  booked  through  Super¬ 
break  Mini-Holidays.  Prices 
start  at  £69.60  a  person  a 
night,  including  English 
breakfast  Details:  0161-238 
5257. 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL 
0171  481 1989 
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first  class 
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v  a  REVOLUTION  in  rail  trav- 
on  u  7  )  •  el  ls-expecred  later  this  year 
7%  with  the  introduction  of  dub 
class  and  “super  first"  services 
filler  bV  *=  privatised  companies 

l»»nv  bLf  now  running  long-distance 

-****»»*  lines-  - 

.  . .  hr  "r  Bfc.  plans  are  being  finalised  to 

-,r  v-nil:  launch  anew  class  of  travel  for 

i4-  ,'4‘:  n,n!riinwb^B»-  passengers  paying  the  full 

’  standard  fere  on  trains  be- 

i,  tween  London  and  the  East 

^  i  \iT-iv_  Midlands  and  on  die  London 

.  *  1  'JPC  CHsli  to  Scotland  East  Oast  line. 

■  '•^n  m  U  Eurostar  and  Virgin,  which 
"  ’  v  has  just  won  the  London  to 

r  1  ’’•■•Xin  r  ^  Glasgow  West  Coast  fran- 

it  SDma»  chise,  are  expected  to  go  one 

'  "■  't'vj.L  better  and  oner  four  grades  of 

,n  *  travel  with  super  first  and 

!i^'Srr  Toij  super  standard  classes  added 

"  to  the  traditional  services. 

'  ’  ‘r':  j*  u  The  extra  classes  reflect  the 

' t  i  n  f  new  era  of  rail  travel  which 
1  7Bpt  started  with  the  privatisation 

"*  iMllpi  liokh,..  ,  of  British  Rail  and  will  be  the 

HWfled  first  major  change  in  the 

"  '.-Hni  ttua,  standard  of  service  offered  to 
n[  passengers  since  the  abolition 

'  ‘  -r’-  iDr!!?  °f  third  class  in  the  post-war 

-  '*5;  years. 

:i>j  .i,r  'T*i  The  changes  will  mean, 

;  i  however,  that  those  traveling 

•  .rnii'T?  011  cheap  day  returns  and 

■j™i  super  saver  tickets  wfll  be- 
.  come,  in  effect,  third  or  even 

, ;  ••  --niiatin.  fourth  class  passqtgers  like 
. ,  air  travellers  on  the  cheapest 

'*  ♦  1 5  d  i  liunloJ  tickets  who  are  often  seated  at 
4  Pitied  the  back  of  long  haul  planes. 

•  *  Bwbrr  The  main  purpose  of  tntro- 

”  during  a  dub  dass  service  is  to 

-  ...  lure  business  travellers  un- 

•  willing  to  pay  expensive  first 

•  faass  fares  and  unable  to  use 

..  .k  7*  saver  tickets  because  they  start 
**  their  journeys  at  peak  times. 
-  .  They  will  be  seated  in  car- 

. ,  .“Tr‘ * .  riages  similar  to'eristing  first . 
_ .  "  '  "*■  *  class  while  first  dags  wfll  be 

upgraded  to  offer  extra  com- 
; hmmtt  fort  and  service. 

■  1  Midland  Mainline— which 

"r->  --r  operates  high  speed  services 
^between  St  P&ncras •  station, 
\ . -  kindon,  and  Leicester.  Derby. 
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;  Newsagents 
-  -to  sell  travel 
mi'i  imr  insurance 

•  !rc  NEARLY  3,000  newsagents  in 
:  .  ■  many  °f  Britain’s  key  towns 

T.-;;..and  cities  are  to  sell  cut-price 
;./k 'travel  insurance  along  with 
-j^the  morning  papers,  Harvey 
..  rV.  ^  Elliott  writes. 

.  Under  the  general  title 

../“Gullivers"  the  travel  insur- 
1  "./anoe  policy  will  dramatically 
v  'twdercut  rival  schemes,,  ac- 
'  ‘  jVrding  to  the  National  Ffeder- 

-  .  .Pr,  ation of  Retail  Newsagents, 

i!  K;i:s  "We  are  targeting  the  agents 

...r-  .:.r.  who  operate  in  the  bigger 
towns  and  rities  and  which  are 
'  .  -  .  in  the  best  locations,"  Oiander 

’  'Hingorani,  financial  control- 

■£ of  NFRN,  said  . 

'/  ‘-Jouseholders  will  soon  be 
-  "”T..-  .  -  v'  ng  leaflets  telling  tihem 
tfiey  can  buy  insurance 
:  "  uugh  our  members  much 
.  leaper  than  going  through  a 
.  «ravd  agent  or  a  broker.” 

Each  of  the  newsagents  who 
will  take  part  already  delivers 
paper  to  between  500  and  600 
households  and,  with  a  back¬ 
up  advertising  campaign,  the 
federation  is  convinced  it  ran 
grab  a  big  share  of  the  fast 
expanding  travel  insurance 

01  mSmi;.  for  example,  that  a 
family  of  four  travelling  to 
Europe  for  between  11  and  17 
days  would  pay  M9-50  for  the 
newsagents’  insurance,  under- 
wrirA  at  Lloyds, 

^ThBiSataPostOffireor 

CII5-32  through  Lunn  W- 
The  premium  would,  now- 
..sor,  stiU  be  higher  than 
Sfeugh  a  direct-sell  insurance 
■j.ieno:  such  as 
which"  would  Charge  £37.85  on 

.r.erage- 


Nottingham  and  Sheffield  -- 
is  expected  to  launch  its  dub 
dass  service  in  the  autumn. 
“We  are  looking  at  providing 
something  extra  for  business 
travellers  who  make  up50  per 
cent  of  our  customers,"  said 
Kevin .  Johnson,  a  company 
spokesman. 

Sea  Containers,  which  rum 
the  East  Coast  main  line 
trains,  is  also  looking  at 
introducing  a  business  dass. 
service. 

Eurostar  is  working  on  the 
launch  of  premium  first  and 
premium  standard  services  on  - 
its  trains  between  Waterloo, 
London,  and  Paris  and  Brus¬ 
sels.  "We  operate  big  trains 
with  18  coaches  and  770  seats 
and  believe  that  having  just 
two  daises  rtf  accommodation 
is  prescriptive."  says  a 
spokesman- 

“We  would  like  to  offer  a 
greater  choice  for  those  who 
buy  fully  flexible  tickets  and 
give  them,  more  privacy, 
which  is  what  business  people  i 
want." 

Details  are  still  bring  j 
worked  out  but  travellers  in 
"super  first"  might  expect  a 
better  choice  of  catering  and 
free  newspapers  while  those  in 
“super  standard”  will  get 
more  space  and  a  wider  choice 
of  food,  although  free  meals 
will  still  be  limited  to  first  dass 
passengers. 

The  first  company  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  dub  class  was  Le 
Shuttle,  which  relaunched  the 
service  this  week  on  its  vehi¬ 
cle-carrying  trains  between 
Folkestone  and  Calais.  The 
extras,  available  at  a  £35 
premium  each  way,  make  life 
easier  for  passengers  as  they 
arrive  at  file  terminals -rather 
than  bn  board  the  trains. 

Club'  dass  travellers  are 
offered  a  “fast  track”  service  at 
the  ticket  booths  and  a  place  at 
the  front  of  the  queue. 


Airtours  believes  timeshare’s  reputation  is  improving  rapidly  and  it  plans  to  target  the  150,000  package  tourists  who  visit  Florida  every  year 

Airtours  goes  for  timeshares  in  Florida 


BRITAIN’S  second  biggest  package 
tour  operatin’  is  to  sell  timeshares  in 
Florida  in  a  move  which  could 
transform  the  way  Britain  goes  cm 
holiday. 

Next  month  Airtours  wfll  begin 
selling  a  week’s  timeshare  on  apart¬ 
ments  in  Lake  Eve;  Florida,  from 
£6.000  per  week.  The  main,  target 
audience  will  be  the  150,000  package 
tourists  who  fly  to  Florida  each  year 
with  the  company. 

Details  of  the  new  offers  wiD  be 
given  in  future  Airtours  brochures  and 
Airtours  passengers  will  see  a  video  in 
flight  and  will  be  offered  incentives  to 
visit  die  development. 

Gary  Wardrope,  Airtours  market¬ 
ing  manager,  said  yesterday:  “This  is  a 
new  baby  for  Airtours  which  will  sbon 
take  on  a  life  of  its  own.  We  realise  that 
until  now  timeshare  has  had  a  poor 


By  Harvey  Elliott 


image  among  many  holidaymakers  in 
Britain,  but  we  have  a  reputation  for 
taking  on  difficult  schemes  and 
making  them  work." 

The  derision  to  enter  the  market  was 
taken  after  Airtours  executives  finally 
became  convinced  that  timeshare  was 
becoming  acceptable.  Already  Disney, 
Marriott  and  Hyatt  are^ selling  proper¬ 
ties  on  a  timeshare  basis  and  the 
industry  is  said  to  be  worth  more  than 
$5  billion  a  year.  Other  British 
holiday  companies  are  watching  the 
development  and  are  bound  to  join  if 
it  proves  a  success. 

Airtours  has  become  a  joint  partner 
in  an  American  company  which  is 
building  a  five-star  development  of 
apartments  in  Lake  Eve  near  Disney 
World.  It  has  invested  $24  million  in 


the  first  phase  of  the  development, 
which  includes  34  units  and  wfll  be 
available  for  timeshare  purchase  from 
November. 

Over  the  next  seven  years  the  site 
will  be  extended  until  it  contains  646 
separate  apartments  with  one;  two 
and  three  bedrooms.  Airtours  is  also 
looking  out  for  opportunities  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  that  are  popular 
with  timeshare  buyers. 

Anyone  signing  up  for  a  property 
will  become  a  member  of  the  giant 
RCI  timeshare  exchange  company 
and  will  be  able  to  swap  their  property 
for  one  in  more  than  3,000  develop¬ 
ments  —  known  in  the  trade  as 
“resorts"  —  around  the  world, 

“Timeshare  is  coating  of  age,”  said 
Mr  Wardrope.  “You  now  have  some 


really  big  players  in  the  industry,  the 
properties  we  are  looking  at  are  all 
five-star  luxury  standard  and  clients 
can  be  assured  that  there  are  no 
cowboys  involved.” 

In  an  effort  to  tempt  potential  clients 
to  buy,  Airtours  wfll  offer  its  existing 
package  holidaymakers  to  Florida  an 
incentive  worth  around  $100  to  visit 
the  site  of  the  new  timeshares. 

“We  wfll  offer  each  client  either  two 
days’  free  car  hire;  free  passes  to 
Disney  or  dinner  for  two  worth  $100 
just  to  visit  the  resort"  said  Mr 
Wardrope.  “We  are  very  serious  about 
this  and  people  wfll  know  that  we  are 
not  a  fly-by-night  company  which  is 
going  to  disappear." 

The  timeshare  industry  is  among 
the  biggest  growth  areas  of  the  holiday 
business,  increasing  at  about  15  per 
cent  a  year. 


Strong  pound  hits  tourism 
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Business  travellers  can  expect  to  pay  more  for  hotels  in  Bombay  than  anywhere  else 

Bombay  tops  hotel  price  league 


MILLIONS  of  foreign  visitors 
are  expected  to  turn  their 
backs  on  Britain  this  year 
because  of  a  20  per  cent 
increase  in  the  value  of  die 
pound  against  many  other 
currencies. 

Less  than  24  hours  after 
Virginia  Bottomley.  die  Heri¬ 
tage  Secretary,  issued  a  policy 
document  exhorting  Britain’s 
tourism  industry  to  turn  the 
country  into  the  world’s  lead¬ 
ing  holiday  destination,  200 
in-bound  tourism  officials  and 
agents  heard  that  it  Is  unlikely 
to  happen  —  and  that  the 
Government's  own  policies 
were  to  blame. 

In  what  amounted  to  a 
stinging  rebuff  for  Mrs 
Bottomley  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  the  British  Incoming 
Tour  Operators  Association 


By  Harvey  Eluott 

(Bitaa),  meeting  in  Jersey  last 
week,  were  told  that  the  tour¬ 
ism  bubble,  which  has  seen  an 
almost  constant  increase  in 
the  number  of  visitors  to 
Britain  over  the  past  five 
years,  was  about  to  burst 
“The  major  reason  for  this  is 
that  Britain  has  recently  be¬ 
come  a  relatively  expensive 
destination  for  many  of  our 
traditional  visitors,"  said  Stu¬ 
art  Crouch,  Bifoa  chairman. 

Mr  Crouch  also  said  that  he 
was  “bitterly  disappointed" 
with  the  doubling  of  the 
airport  tax  which  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  apparent¬ 
ly  thought  would  make  no 
difference  to  the  number  of 
visitors  coming  to  Britain. 
"Quite  why  he  thought  a 
family  of  four  travelling  from 
outside  the  European  Union 
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Talking 
a  lot  but 
missing 
the  point 

What  are  conferences 
and  conventions 
fori  Almost  every 
week  an  industry,  trade  or 
organisation  takes  over  a  ho¬ 
tel  or  a  conference  centre 
somewhere  to  listen  to  profes¬ 
sional  speakers,  mingle  and 
talk  to  each  other,  and  maybe 
pick  up  a  bit  of  business. 

Most  single-issue  groups 
tend  to  focus  on  the  interests 
that  directly  affect  them,  rath* 
er  than  the  broader  problems 
confronting  their  customers. 

The  travel  industry,  how¬ 
ever  — -  perhaps  because  its 
success  is  inextricably  linked 
to  the  dreams  and  aspirations 
of  both  holidaymakers  and 
businessmen  —  is  more  eclec¬ 
tic  in  its  discussions  than 
most. 

The  annual  get-together  of 
the  British  Incoming  Tour 
Operators  Association  (Bitoa). 
which  represents  the 200 or  so 
organisations  responsible  for 
bringing  in  the  majority  of 
Britain’s  24  million  foreign 
tourists  each  year,  took  place 
in  Jersey  last  week.  Members 
fretted  not  only  about  their 
own  immediate  problems  but 
also  those  faced  by  their 
customers. 

With  senior  politicians 
from  each  of  the  three  parties 
listening  in,  they  wanted  to 
know  about  VAT  on  tourism, 
about  the  value  of  the  pound, 
how  they  wfll  cope  when  duty¬ 
free  is  abolished,  the  classifi¬ 
cation  of  hotels,  the  easing  of 

£  .  .1 
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Britain's  laws  on  gaming,  and 
rabies,  and  many  other  issues. 

Sadly,  however,  the  key 
problem  now  confronting  the 
British  tourism  industry  was 
largely  brushed  aside.  Only 
one  questioner  wanted  to 
know  how  long  Britain  could 
go  on  encouraging  more  and 
more  tourists  when  roads, 
especially  m  London,  are 
dogged  beyond  congestion, 
when  the  Lakes  and  the  Peak 
District  are  being  worn  away, 
and  when  “honeypots”  such 
as  Oxford  and  Stratford  are 
being  turned  into  alien  settle¬ 
ments  for  much  of  the  year. 

He  received  the  usual  plati¬ 
tudinous  replies.  It  was  a 
“difficult"  problem  and  the 
only  real  answer  was  to 
“spread  the  load"  and  encour¬ 
age  tourists  to  travel  outside 
London  and  the  key  centres.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  of  any 
scheme  which  would  have 
such  an  effect  because  foreign 
visitors  come  to  Britain  to  see 
London  and  the  other  attrac¬ 
tions  we  so  often  take  for 
granted. 

But  someone  soon  must  at 
least  discuss  whether  there 
are  limits  to  growth,  whether 
our  airports,  roads  and  ports 
are  capable  of  further  expan¬ 
sion  and  whether  we  want  to 
build  more  or  let  the  existing 
infrastructure  simply  become 
saturated  and  so  create  a 
natural  cap. 


BOMBAY  is  the  most  expen¬ 
sive  city  in  the  world  to  stay  in 
overnight,  according  to  a  new 
survey  of  business  travellers, 
Harvey  Elliott  writes . 

The  average  price  paid  for  a 
night's  accommodation  in  a 
hotel  in  the  Indian  city  in  1996 
was  £154.84,  ahead  of  Mos¬ 
cow,  where  rooms  cost  on 
average  £152.65  a  night-  and 
pushing  Hong  Kang,  at 
£150.65,  into  third  place. 

Tatyo.  for  many  years  con¬ 
sidered  the  world's  mast  ex¬ 
pensive  rity,  plunged  from 
first  to  15th  place  after  average 
room  rates  fell  by  more  than 
20  per  cent  to  £12655  a  night.  - 
The  world's  costliest  country 
for  a  nights  stay  is  Russia,  the 
survey,  fry  Hogg  Robinson 
Business  Travel  notes.  Argen¬ 


tina,  with  rooms  averaging 
£136.60  a  night,  leapt  to  third 
spot,  the  survey  says. 

Mike  Platt,  Hogg  Robin¬ 
son’S  commercial  affairs  direc¬ 
tor.  says  that  cities  such  as 
Bombay  are  rapidly  running 
out  of  the  kind  of  high-quality 
business  hotel  accommoda¬ 
tion  preferred  by  business 
travellers.  He  says:  “India  is  ■ 
the  perfect  example  of  a 
country  in  which  there  is  a 
shortage  of  up-market  hotels 
fold  where,  as  a  result,  prices 
are  going  through  the  roof. 
This  is  very  much  a  business- 
travel  phenomenon  and  does 
not  reflect  the  prices  paid  by 
i  holidaymakers." 

•  Business  travellers  are  now 
increasingly  looking  for  top 
quality,  rather  than  cheap¬ 


ness,  Hogg  Robinson  adds. 
Mr  Platt  says:  “They  are 
prepared  to  stay  only  in  hotels 
in  which  they  think  that  their 
stomach  will  be  safe.” 

But  now  a  new  problem  — 
guaranteeing  a  ,  room  at  any 
price  —  is  worrying  business 
travellers,  who  are  often  being 
“gazumped”  on  their  negotiat¬ 
ed  rates  if  they  check  in  at  the 
last  moment  or  at  peak  times. 

“Companies  are  finding 
that  they  have  to  pay  premium 
rates  to  guarantee  getting  a 
room  in  London,”  Mr  Platt 
says.  “Hotel  chains  are  mak¬ 
ing  a  quick  buck  while  they 
can:  They  should  be  looking 
after  their  volume  customers 
and  honouring  negotiated  tar¬ 
iffs  in  order  to  retain  loyalty  in 
leaner  timess  ” 


New  ferry  on  Irish  route 


A  FOURTH  feny  crossing  be¬ 
tween  Scotland  and  Northern 
Ireland  takes  to  the  seas  this 
summer,  despite  the  year-long 
breakdown  in  the  IRA 
ceasefire,  Steve  Keenan  writes. 

The  Argyll  &  Antrim  Steam 
Packet  Company  will  operate 
seasonal  service  between 
Campbeltown  and  Ballycastle 
in  Co.  Antrim,  starting  on  July 
l  and  offering  two  round  trips 
a  day  with  a  crossing  time  of 
three  hours.  The  MV  Clay¬ 
more,  which  can  carry  300 
passengers  and  50  cars,  will 
operate  until  October  in  the 
first  year,  extending  in  future 
years. 

Hamish  Ross,  the  manag¬ 


ing  director,  expects  almost 
hfof  its  passengers  to  be 
heading  for  the  Irish  Republic 
and  Northern  Ireland.  He 
says:  “The  new  service  will 
become  an  important  link 
between  Ireland  and  Argyll 
and  the  Scottish  Highlands 
and  islands.” 

In  its  first  season,  the  com¬ 
pany  expects  to  carry  10,000 
cars  and  30.000  passengers, 
at  fares  starting  at  £230  for  a 
car  and  four  adults  for  a 
midweek  return,  rising  to  £314 
for  a  peak-period  return. 

The  service  is  owned  by  Sea 
Containers,  which  also  oper¬ 
ates  Sea  Cat  Scotland  between 
Stranraer  and  Belfast 


would  cough  up  £80  in  airport 
duty  —  in  addition  to  175  per 
cent  VAT  on  hotel  accommo¬ 
dation  and  VAT  on  almost 
every  other  purchase  they 
make  is  something  only  he  can 
answer."  he  said. 

Many  in  the  industry  now 
forecast  that  1997  will  show  a 
drop  in  visitor  numbers  over 
19%  and  even  the  most  opti¬ 
mistic  forecast  suggests  that 
the  increase  will  only  be 
between  2  to  3  per  cent 

Latest  overseas  visitor  fig¬ 
ures  show  that  spending  be¬ 
tween  January  to  November 
1996  was  up  fry  6  per  ceni  on 
the  same  period  of  1995  and 
that  the  number  of  overseas 
visitors  was  24,3  million.  Brit¬ 
ain  is  now  fifth  in  the  league 
table  of  international  tourism 
earnings. 


TRAVEL  ON 
SATURDAY 


Stephen 
McClarence 
in  India 

Mediterranean: 
Cyprus  .and  Corfu 

USA:  Leslie 
Thomas  visits 
Tangier  island 

Cross-channel 
price  wars 

Britain:  Buxton 
and  the  Dale's  : 


While  the  big  issue 
was  swept  aside  one 
small  practical  sug¬ 
gestion  was  made  privately 
which  1  believe  warrants 
discussion. 

Why,  said  the  owner  of  the 
cut-price  airline  EasyJet  (who 
admittedly  has  an  axe  to 
grind),  is  air  passenger  duty 
levied  at  a  flat  rale?  If  it  was  a 
percentage  of  the  cost  of  a 
flight  it  would  benefit  those 
seeking  the  cheapest  possible 
flight  be  more  equitable  and 
also  enable  the  Government 
to  increase  its  revenue. 

A  £10  tax  on  a  £29  ticket 
from  Luton  to  Scotland  — 
which  will  be  payable  by  ail 
air  travellers  from  November 
—  is  an  awful  lot  compared 
with  £20  on  a  £5,000  Con¬ 
corde  flight  across  the  Atlan¬ 
tia  Discuss. 

That  after  all,  is  what 
conferences  are  for. 
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Pre  payment  of  £25  entitles  you  to  £25  of  Swrftcall  talktime. 

That’S  over  4  hrs  to  the  USA. 

Access  to  our  network  is  easy.  AH  you  need  is  a  touch  tone  phone  to 
call  our  International  exchange  FREE  from  anywhere  in  the  U.K. 


CALL  US  NOW 

For  information  on  hundreds  of  other  destinations  and  to  open  an  account 


FREEPHONE  0800  769  0000 

Please  ask  for  extension  516 
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Rushdie  bounty  raised  to  $2.5m 

■  A  shadowy  Iranian  foundation  yesterday  increased  the 
reward  for  the  murder  of  Salman  Rushie  by  $500,000  to  $25 
million  and  said  that  even  non-Muslims  would  be  eligible  to 
collect  the  bounty. 

Britain  swiftly  denounced  the  move  as  as  an  “outrageous 
infringement-  of  the  British  author's  fundamental  rights  and 
rejected  attempts  by  President  Rafranjani  to  distance  his 
Government  from  the  offer - - Pages  L  2 

Labour  to  force  critical  vote 

■  The  Labour  Party  will  attempt  to  harry  John  Major  into  an 

early  general  election  by  forcing  a  critical  vote  next  Monday 
calling  for  Douglas  Hogg,  the  Agriculture  Minister,  to  be 
sacked  for  his  handling  of  the  BSE  crisis.  If  the  Government 
lost,  a  confidence  vote  would  follow - page  1 

Telephone  winners  Food  of  love 

A  British  Airways  offer  of  £(0  The  latest  show  for  Sir  Andrew 
Concorde  seats  which  attracted  Lloyd  Webber  began  to  reveal  its 
30  million  calls  was  won  by  two  list  of  stars  after  decades  in  cre- 
British  Telecom  staff  working  in  ation.  The  composer  is  auctioning 
the  same  office _ Page  1  his  wine  cellar - Page  10 

Woman  priest  boycott  Forgiven  at  last 

A  canon  at  St  Paul's  Cathedral  D.  H.  Lawrence  has  finally  been 
has  attacked  the  appointment  of  welcomed  back  into  Nottingham 
the  cathedral's  first  woman  priest  university  which  disowned  its 
as  “typical  of  the  liberal  agenda"  most  famous  student  after  he 
and  says  he  will  boycott  her  com-  eloped  with  his  professor's 
rrmnion  services Page  1  wife - Page  H 

Peace  meeting  hitch  Secret  hoard 

A  meeting  between  US  Secretary  Behind  the  doors  of  Louis  XiVs 
or  State  Madeleine  Albright  and  palace  at  Versailles  lies  a  huge 
Sir  Patrick  Mayhew  on  the  Ulster  and  embarrassing  "secret"  — 
peace  process  appears  unlikely  to  8.000  paintings  and  2,000  statues 
take  place _ i _ Page  2  kept  from  the  public  for  nearly 

Drugs  danger  ^Jfecatte  through 

A  thriving  network  of  private  doc- 

tors  is  making  huge  sums  by  Christians  hounded 
overprescribing  illegal  drugs  to  Thousands  of  Pakistani  Chris- 
patients  who  then  sell  on  the  open  turns  are  living  rough  in  tents 

market _ _ Page  3  after  an  estimated  20X100  Muslim 

Mnrrlar  ear*rat  rioters  drove  them  from  their 

MUraer  secreT  homes  in  Punjab _ Page  15 

The  secret  of  David  Howells’s  „ _ .  r. 

involvement  in  the  murder  of  his  Korean  defection 
domineering  wife  Eve  by  their  In  a  devastating  blow  to  the  wan- 
two  schoolboy  sons  was  locked  ing  fortunes  of  the  isolated  North 
away  with  him  in  a  life  Korean  regime,  a  dose  confidant  • 
sentence _ Page  6  of  President  Kim  Jong  II.  defected 

Ferryman’s  treasure  »>  sou*  now - h 

A  ferryman  is  expected  to  make  Motorways  blocked 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds  from  Scores  of  British  lorry  drivers 
his  discovery  of  a  Roman  sculp-  were  trapped  in  Spain  as  an  in- 
ture  which  archaeologists  said  creasingly  violent  strike  by  Span- 
was  the  best  example  of  its  type  ish  truckers  closed  most  of  the 
found  in  Scotland - Page  8  northern  motorways — Page  17 


Sister  left  alone  on  her  island 

■  For  33  years  two  sisters  lived  on  their  island  half  a  mile  off 
the  Cornish  coast,  supplied  by  a  weekly  boat  Their  partnership 
has  ended  with  the  death  of  Evelyn  Atkins,  57.  Her  sister 
Barbara,  in  her  late  70s,  is  now  the  sole  resident  of  St  George's 
Island,  a  stone’s  throw  yet  a  world  away  from  die  other  end  of 
their  lifeline,  the  little  harbour  at  West  Looe - Page  5 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,402 


ACROSS 

1  Reprimand  for  appearing  in  ca¬ 
sual  airire  (8-4). 

9  Numbers  can  be  found  ar  the  end 

of  this  book  (9). 

10  Some  poplar,  chestnut,  or  other 
wood  (51. 

U  Way  into  actual  room  used  by 
minister  (6). 

1Z  Doctor  injecting  poet  with  drug 

m- 

13  Given  refund  when  protective 
clothing's  relumed  (6). 

15  Ducks,  for  instance,  making 
people  use  bad  language  (8). 

IS  As  eateries  might  be?  (8). 

If  Piece  of  the  doth  ft). 

21  Contemptuously  dismiss  bears  (4- 

4). 

23  Car  in  extremely  fine  condition 
16). _ 
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A  group  of  Italiazis  wlto  live  in  Dover  were  at  the  Bar  Italia  in  London  to  cbeer  on  their  team  for  last  nighTs  World  Cup  qualifying  game 


-  *- Vvi i ;  v  v 


preview:  The  ape  closest  to  our¬ 
selves  lives  in  Zaire.  Wildlife  on 
One.  (BBCl.  8pm).  Review.  Lynne 
Truss  cm  the  decline  of  a  dramatic 
masterpiece -  - - Page  51 


No  contest 

On  balance,  the  country  (and  the 
Labour  Party)  should  be  grateful  - 
both  for  the  Bank’s  vigilance  cm 
inflation  and  for  the  generally  sen¬ 
sible  economic  judgment  of  Mr 


Green  at  the  edges 

It  agflin  looks  as  if  American  for¬ 
eign  polity  is  merely  the  outcome  of 
a  trial  of  strength  among  assarted 
interest  groups.  If  so,  the  Unionists 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  trust  the 
United  States - - Page  2) 

Truth  about  the  fatwa 

Europe  is  no  longer  pursuing  & 
credible  policy  on  the  Rushdie  af¬ 
fair.  Nor  is  it  likely  to  do  so  unless 
Britain  takes  a  lead - Paw  2i 


Jobs:  Seasonally-adjusted  unem¬ 
ployment  fell  68,000  to  1,815.300  in 
January,  its  lowest  level  for  six 
years,  and  a  rale  of  6.5  per 
cent - Page  27 

Tesco;  The  supermarket  is  to  fire 
the  latest  shot  in  the  store  wars 
with  the  launch  of  a  service  to 
provide  a  credit  card  and  a  range  of 
financial  services,  including  mort¬ 
gages,  in  a  joint  venture  with  the 
Royal  Bank  of  Scotland — Page  27 

Gas:  British  Gas  will  from  Mon¬ 
day  become  two  companies  after 
shareholders  voted  in  favour  of  a 

demerger _ — Page  27 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  ]00  was  un¬ 
changed  at  4304-1  Sterling  was 
unchanged  at  982  falling  from 
$1.6426  to  $1.6332  and  rising  from 
DM2.7458  to  DM2.7402  -  Page  30 


Football:  Scotland's  04)  draw  with 
Estonia  left  their  supporters  in  a 
muddled  mental  state.  Shock  at  the 
result  mingled  with  recognition 
that  the  failure  was  all  too  easy  to 
explain - Page  49 

Rugby  union:  The  England  man¬ 
agement  are  downplaying  the  Ire¬ 
land  coach  Brian  Ashton's  know¬ 
ledge  of  English  rugby  as  the  most 
serious  threat  awaiting  the  team  in 
Dublin _ Page  46 

Cricket:  England  are  likely  to  be 
unchanged  for  the  final  Test,  a 
powerful  argument  in  favour  of 
their  first  overseas  series  win  for 
five  years - Page  48 

SkOng:  Alberto  Tomba  relinqu¬ 
ished  his  giant  slalom  titie  to  Mich¬ 
ael  von  Grunigen,  of  Switzerland, 
in  Sestriere _ Page  50 


Hamlet  for  heroes:  Fbur  hours  of 
startling  enunciation,  exhausting 
flashbacks,  visual  overkill,  dazzling 
wardrobes  and  glossy  casting: 
Geoff  Brown  on.  Kenneth  Bran¬ 
agh's  latest  bardery - - Page  41 

Uneasy  Ryder:  Best  of  the  video 
releases  is  Bqysi  with  Winona  Ry¬ 
der;  plus  Jim  Carrey  irt  The  Cable 
Guy.  with  enough  rudety  to  appeal 

to  half-termers - Page  42 

Movie  making:  Launching  our  com¬ 
petition,  with  the  chance  to  win  a 
£56,000  Arriflex  camera,  a  look  at 
the  appeal  of  making  movies  on  a 
shoestring - - - Page  43 

Clown  prince:  Peter  Bowles  firmly 
establishes  himself  alongside  “the 
deftest,  wittiest  and  most  complete 
actors  we  possess"  in  Moli&re’s  The 
School  for -Wives - Page  43 


ir" 


Heroes  needed:  Quentin  Letts  goes 
in  search  of  American  blade  role 
models  to  replace  those  who  have 

fallen  from  grace-* - -Page  19 

Dr  Thomae  Shittafordb  St  Valentine 
cares  for  epileptics;  search  for  the 
food  of  love;  need  for  scans;  illness 
that  targets  women—. — Page  18 


Writing  on  wrttonK  Peter  Ackroyd 
on  lord  Byron;  ILW-  Johnson  on. 
So ufri  Africans:  Oleg  Gordlevsky's 
old  scores;  Nicholas  Wapshott  on 
Audrey  Hepburn— — Pages  44, 45 


flaw  deal:  Britain V  second  biggest 
package-tour  operator  is  selling 

Florida  timeshares - Page  25 

Bargains:  Springtime  In  Paris  to  a 
flutter  in  Las  Vegas - Page  24 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  ROCK 

David  Sinclair  meets 
Aerosmith,  the  bad  boys 
of  rock’n’roll  who 
turned  over  a  new  leaf 

■  EDUCATION 
Extra  league  tables 

are  planned  for  schools. 
But  can  parents  cope 
with  more  information? 


Learning  for  life  Celebrating  die 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  National 
Training  Awards _ Pages  37-40 


WILLIAM  REES-MOGG 

In  1997  Britain,  and  Germany  each 
need  to  develop  an  imaginative 
sympathy  for  the  other's  historic 
point  of  view.  Neither  country  is 
very  good  at  doing  that  —  Page  20 
MAGNUS  UNKLATER 
Here  was  a  judge  exercising  discre¬ 
tion  —  not  so  much  with  what  Ed¬ 
mund  Burke  described  as  The  cold 
neutrality  of  an  impartial  judge', 
but  ratter  with  the  humanity  of 
one  concerned  by  the  wider  inter¬ 
ests  of  justice - -  Page  20 

PETER  RIDDELL 
The  Tories  are  having  the  better  of 
the  prelection  argument  over  the 
economy,  but  it  may  not  do  them 

much  good  dectoraliy - Page  12 

JOHN  BRYANT 
Dancing's  latest  partner,  unlikely 
as  it  sounds;  is  rugby  union.  Rugby 
players  at  Cambridge  University 
have  apparently  found  that  some-; 
tiling  was  lacking  in  training  — 
and  have  taken  up  ballet  J  Page  50 


-  - 


Lawrence  A  Fteasdtmao.  art  col¬ 
lector;  Squadron  Leader  Bunny 
RymlQs,  Lysander  pilot;  Barry  Ev¬ 
ans.  actor.—:; . . . . Page  23 


SggiljBMMM 

 HppBSSBS 


[7Tm  WV:  lift  iv- 


rtii>.»i  iii-ii  .vnKf 


Latest  Road  and  Waarinercomfitiom 
OK  Weatber- AR  regions  0334  444  91 0 
UK  Roads  -AH  regions  0336  401  410 
MdaM25  0334  401  746 

M25 and  Lnk  Roads  0336  401747 

Nufcwl  Motorways  0334  401  748 

Continental  Empt  0334  401  810 

Channel  crossing  03X4  40  (  388 

Motoring  to  Heathrow 

&  Gat***  airport*  0334407  SOS 


Weather  by  Fax 


0336  407  SOS 
&nwM*.o(tai 


DU  03 14  Mowed  hjr  ana  nonfan-  fats  yonr  ta 
WnzCbxny  414334  Scotland  416340 

VVWec  4(4  334  Kl retard  4(4  34 ( 

ndauk  414  334  London  414143 

SCf*  ********** 

IM-Wrn  414  338  tthrw 

N.EMI  4(4139  piaart  4(4  347 

Mrtfa  Marine 

Mwakintfancm  414198 

World  City  Weather  &B»Meca» 

I  S3  destbxtthxis  world  end* 

A  Air  ttMTldJ—t; 

by  Phone  0334  41(3(4 

by  Fax  (index  page)  0334  414133 

Motoring 

Europe  Cotot  by  Gowmry  0314401  88S 
bipenfudcons  0336  401884 

FnrtKHiMraM  033640(887 

Seaport  Mormatket  0X34  401  882 

Dbnayfcnrf  Parts  03X4  401404 

LeSbuode  0334401  88S 


□  General:  England  and  Wales  w31 
have  rain  at  first  but  this  should  dear 
away  to  the  east  to  allow  brighter 
weather  with  showers  to  spread 
across  most  parts  from  the  west  The 
very  strong  winds  In  the  south  will 
moderate  but  it  will  fed  rather  cdd. 
Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  wilt  be 
cloudy  wrth  rain  at  times  but  it  should 
turn  more  showery  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land.  Eastern  Scotland  should  be 
mainly  dry  for  the  most  part  Raffter 
windy  in  places.  Temperatures  bekw 
average. 

□  London,  SE  England,  E  AngBa, 
Central  S  England,  Midlands:  rain 
soon  clearing  to  leave  bright  or  sunny 
intervals  and  scattered  showere.  Wind 
westerly,  very  strong  at  first  but 
moderating  later.  Rather  cold.  Max 
temp  07C  {ASF). 

□  E  England,  Central  N,  NE  Eng¬ 
land:  bright  start  rain  spreading  htxn 
the  west,  snow  on  h&s.  Becoming 
brighter  and  mainly  dry.  Wind  west¬ 
erly.  fresh  becoming  strong,  perhaps 
touching  gale.  Max  06C  (43F). 


□  Channel  Isles,  SW  England, 
Wales,  Northern  Ireland:  bright  or 
sunny  intervals  and  showers.  Wind 
westerly,  strong  to  gale,  moderating 
later.  Rather  cold,  max  07C  (45F). 

□  NW  England,  Late  DfcrirW,  Isla 
of  Man,  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow, 
Argyll:  rather  doudy,  rain  for  a  time, 
snow  on  hiBs.  Becoming  more  show¬ 
ery  later.  Wind  westerly,  strong  occa¬ 
sionally  gate.  MaxOSC  (43F). 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  A  Dundee, 
Aberdeen:  mainfy  dry,  some  bright 
or  sunny  intervals.  Wind  westerly, 
moderate  increasing  strong.  Max 
05C  (41 F). 

□  Central  Highlands,  Moray  Rrth, 
NE  Scotland,  NW  Scotland,  Ork¬ 
ney,  Shetland:  doudy,  rain  at  limes. 
Snow  on  fulls.  Wind  mainly  north¬ 
easterly,  becoming  north  or  north¬ 
west,  fresh  to  strong.  Max  06C  (43F), 

□  Outlook:  wintry  showers  in  the 
north;  mainly  cby  elsewhere  with 
sunny  spells. 


26  Shot  entire  sequence  (5]. 

Z7  It  might  produce  mank  peal  p)- 
28  Record  a  great  deal  about  in¬ 
cident  with  the  old  (7-5). 

DOWN 

1  Bring  opso.  poured  scorn  on 
surrender  (7). 

2  Famous  American  leading  enter¬ 
tainer,  lifting  voke  in  song  (5). 

3  It’s  dark,  so  Scots  retire  inside  P)- 

4  Pleasant  new  girl’s  best  friend  {4)- 

5  find  divorces  moving  (8). 

b  Writs,  Le.  beats  soundly  (5). 

7  Oliver,  not  fit  to  be  a  roue, 
remains  in  Avebury  (8). 

8  Fsb  taking  mouse  (6L 

K  Stop  meeting  with  professional 
criminal  (8). 

16  Fruit  in  jelly,  in  Bristol  fashion? 

ft)- 

17  Woman  making  dire  cove  free? 

ffl- 

IS  Monarchy  political  leader  turned 
into  republic  (6). 

20  Put  oil  to  band  (7). 

22  Serviceman,  in  more  ways  than 
one®. 

24  Intinridatmga  jrfayeroo  tteskte 
CSL 

25  Give. off  white  upset  (4), 


[AAj  Car  reports  by  fax 

new  x>d  oswl  ear  noons  from 
theAA  mw  of  I9S  cars  0334  4(4  344 
Dal  from  your  fax  handsel, 
you  tmj.  |bm  o»  sat  npcflraatM  mode 
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FUGHT  SAVERS 


LONDON'  TO 

JERSEY 

>»?»  £69  •in»( 


LONDON'  TO 

GUERNSEY 

£69 


LONDON'  TO 

NEWCASTLE 

MOM  £59  IITUCM 
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Wind  speed  its 


conefitrans 


Changes  to  chart  below  from  nrxMi;  fow  P  will  move  east  and  ffll;  kws  S  and  Q  ^ 
win  mova  east  with  simBar  pressure;  low  N  will  move  northeast  and  deepen 
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Toms  Two  Crossword,  page  52 


